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A RADON-NIKODYM THEOREM FOR FINITELY
ADDITIVE SET FUNCTIONS

CHARLES FEFFERMAN

Suppose that Σ is a field of subsets of the set S, and suppose
that μ and γ are complex-valued finitely additive set functions
defined on Σ. Assume that μ is bounded and γ is finite and
absolutely continuous with respect to μ. (A word of warning
is in order here. The statement "γ is absolutely continuous
with respect to μ" is often interpreted as "μ(E) = 0 implies
γ(E) = 0". This is not the meaning used here. Our definition is
"for every e > 0 there is a δ > 0 such that | μ(E) \ < δ implies
I γ(E) I < ε." Unless μ is bounded and countably additive, the
two definitions are not equivalent.)

THEOREM 1. There exists a sequence {fn} of /̂ -simple func-
tions on S, such that

1. lim ί fn(s)μ(ds) = γ(E) ,

uniformly for EeΣ

2. lim
n,m-*co

where v(μ) is the total variation of μ.

Theorem 1 is established by a pure existence proof, and
gives no indication of how to find fn. A more constructive
result is given below.

A partition of £ is a finite collection of sets E{ belonging
to Σ, such that S is the disjoint union of the Ei9 and such
that μ(Ei) Φ 0, i = 1, , n.

The set & of partitions may be directed by refinement,
that is, by the following partial order: Pi < P2 if for every
EePx there exist Fl9 '",FrePz (r may depend on E) such
that E and Ul=i F% differ by a /̂ -null set.

If P is a partition of S, define the //-simple function fp
to be ΎΣiEep(ϊ(E)lμ(E))χF,9 where χE is the characteristic func-
tion of E.

THEOREM 2. If μ is positive, then

lim ( fKs)μ(ds) = γ{E) ,

uniformly for E eΣ, where & is directed as explained above.

(The notation throughout is essentially that of [2].) For positive

μ, Theorem 1 reduces to Bochner's Radon-Nikodym Theorem. See [1].
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Proofs of the theorems* Theorem 2 follows with little difficulty
from Theorem 1. Therefore, for the sake of clarity, we shall first
establish Theorem 2, assuming Theorem 1 to be valid.

Proof of Theorem 2. The result is proved by translating the
situation into an abstract problem on the convergence of operators
in a Banach space.

Throughout the proof, we assume 7 bounded. This assumption
is justified by Lemma 1 in the proof of Theorem 1, which shows that
boundedness of 7 follows from the hypothesis of Theorem 2.

Let X be the vector space of bounded //-absolutely continuous
set functions on Σ with the norm \y\ = v(y, S). Define continuous
linear operators TP on X, P e 3d, by the relation

(TP(y))(E) = \ fί(s)μ(ds).
JE

Theorem 2 asserts that for each yeX, limP€^ TP(y) = 7. In order to
show this, it suffices to prove

(1) that limPe^ TP(y) — 7 for all 7 in a dense subset of 7;
( 2 ) that the operators TP, Pe 3P are equicontinuous on the unit

ball of X; that is, \TP\, Pe&* are uniformly bounded.
To establish (1), we select as our dense subset the set of all

7 e X of the form

y(E) = \ f(s)μ(ds) ,
JE

where / is a //-simple function on S. That this subset is dense
follows from Theorem 1. We must show that if 7 is of the above
form, then limPe>5* TP(y) — 7. But this is immediate from the follow-
ing argument: Let

y(E) = \ f(s)μ(ds) ,
JE

EeΣ, where (since / is a /̂ -simple function), we can write

with the Ei pairwise disjoint, and S = |Jf=i^i Then {JS'J is a parti-
tion of S. By trivial algebra,

ΓP(7) = \{fί(8)μ(d8) = 7

whenever P is a refinement of {E^, that is, {E^ > P. This proves (1).
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To establish (2), we shall prove that | ΓP | ^ 1, P G ^ , i.e.,
I TPΎI ίg 17 I, 7 e X, Pe ^ . Any ye X may be separated into its real
and complex parts, and so it suffices to show that | TPy | rg | 7 | when
7 is real. Since any real 7 is the difference of its positive and nega-
tive parts, 7 = (7+) — (7_), and since 17+ | + 17_ | = 171 (by definition
of the norm in X), it suffices to show that | TPy\ ^ 7 when 7 is posi-
tive, and Pe &. Now we must show that if 7 is positive, and P e ^ ,
then I TPy\ ^ | 7 | = v(y,S) = y(S). By inspection of the definition of
TP, we see that since μ and 7 are positive, TPy is positive. So we
must show that (TPy)(S) <g 7(S), when 7 is positive. By trivial
algebra, it follows from the definition of TP that (TPy)(S) = Ύ(S).

This proves Theorem 2.

We can now proceed to the most important part of the paper.

Proof of Theorem 1. The plan of attack is as follows: First
we prove the theorem for the case in which μ is positive, and there
is an N > 0 such that \Ύ(E) | ^ Nμ(E), EeΣ. Next, we remove the
restriction on 7, and show that the theorem holds for all positive μ.
Finally, we extend to the general case of a complex μ, using the
approach of [2].

Let us establish a simplified notation. If 7 is any bounded
^-absolutely continuous set function on Σ, and / is a ^-simple func-
tion on S, define the //-absolutely continuous finitely additive set func-
tion fy by the relation

- \ f(s)7(ds) .
}E

This operation makes X, the space defined earlier, a module over the
set of ^-simple functions on S.

This notation allows us to reformulate Theorem 1 in terms of
the space X. Conclusion (1) states that l i m ^ ^ / ^ = 7 in X, that
is, Hindoo v(y — fnμ, S) = 0. Conclusion (2) asserts that the sequence
{fnμ} is Cauchy in the X-norm. Since convergent sequence in X are
Cauchy, conclusion (2) follows from conclusion (1).

The fact that lim^^ v(y — fnμ, S) = 0 if and only if conclusion (1)
of the theorem holds, should be noted carefully, since this is the form
in which the theorem will be proved.

We now present the series of lemmas which establishes Theorem 1.

LEMMA 1. Let μ and y be finite real-valued finitely additive set
functions on Σ. Suppose that μ is bounded and positive, and y is
μ-absolutely continuous. Then y is bounded.
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Proof. Suppose not. Then ^f = {EeΣ\v(7, E) = +00} is non-
empty. Let M = inf {μ(E) \ E e ^f}. Pick a <5>0 so small that μ(E) < δ
implies |7{E) | ^ 1. Pick an EQe ^£ such that μ(E0) <M+ (δ/2). Since
Eoe ^fέ, v(y, E) = +00. On the other hand, we shall show that for
every Fe Σ, F g Eo, \ Ύ(F) | + | Ύ(E0 - F) | ^ 17(E0) I + 2. This will be
a contradiction, since, 7 being real,

v(y,E0) = Sup (17(101 + 1 7 ( ^ - 1 ^ ) 1 ) ^ 17(̂ o) I + 2 < +00 .
F^E0

So to establish Lemma 1, we need only show that if FeΣ,
F^E0, then \j(F)\ + \Ύ(E0 - F)\ ^ \7(Eb)\ + 2. Pick an FeΣ,
F c Eo. If we had μ(F) ^ δ, μ(E0 - F) ^ δ, then by finite additivity,

μ(F) = μ(EQ) - μ(EQ - F)

+ —) - μ(E* - F) ^ (M + —) - δ < M

^ - μ(F)

so that, by definition of M,Fg^f and E - Fg ^£'. But then,
v(y, F) < + 00 and v(7, Eo - F) < +00, so that v(7, -Eo) < + °°, con-
tradicting Eo e ^f.

Therefore, if Fe Σ, f g Eo, then either μ(F) < δ or /*(#„ - F ) < δ.
Suppose that μ(F) < δ. Then by definition of δ, \Ύ(F) | ^ 1. On the
other hand,

Therefore,

\7(F)\ + \7(E0-F)\^ \7(EQ)\ + 2.

Similar arguments show that if μ(E0 — F) < δ, then

\1{F)\ + \7(E0-F)\^ \7(E0)\ + 2.

So whenever FeΣ,F^E0,\ y(F) | + | y(E0 - F) \ ̂  | y(E0) \ + 2.

LEMMA 2. Let μ be a positive bounded finitely additive set
function on Σ, and let 7 be a real-valued finite, finitely additive
set function on Σ. If there is an N > 0 such that | 7(E) \ ̂  Nμ(E)
for all E e Σ, then there exists a sequence {fn} of μ-simple functions
on S, such that
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7(E) = lim \Bfn(8)μ(ds) ,

uniformly for EeΣ.

Proof. Let £f be the space of ^-simple functions on S, with
the norm

and let £f be the completion of Sf. j^f is obviously a Hubert space.
For example, if μ is countably additive, then £f is just the space L2.

Define a linear functional ^ on £f as follows:

= ( f(s)7(ds) .
JS

To check that έ? is continuous, observe that

\<?f\^\ \f(s)\v(7,ds)tίN\ \f(s)\μ(ds)^N\f\'\l\
JS JS

where 1 is the μ-simple function which maps all of S to 1. (The last
inequality is just Holder's inequality with g = lβ)

Since & is continuous on ̂ gf7, it has a continuous extension έ?
to all of j&. Since & is a continuous linear functional on a Hubert
space, there is some x e £f such that for all y e j*f, ^y — x - y.
Since Ŝf is dense in .Jp, there exists a sequence {/J of elements of
j ^ (i.e., a sequence of /̂ -simple functions on S) such that lim^^f,, = x
in Sf. Therefore, for each positive M, Mm^^f^y = &>f uniformly
for y in the Λί-ball of &%

For E 617, I χ^ | in ^ ^ is just

ί =

Therefore, {χE\EeΣ} consists entirely of elements of the M-ball of
where M = Vμ{S). By the result of the last paragraph,

uniformly for EeΣ. Recalling the definitions of & and of the dot
product in ,gf, this equation becomes
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lira ( fn(s)χE(s)μ(ds) = \

uniformly for EsΣ, i.e.

limf fn(s)μ(ds) =
JE

uniformly for EeΣ.
The next step in the proof of Theorem 1 is to extend Lemma 2

to the case in which we no longer have | j(E) \ ̂  Nμ{E). It becomes
easier to see how this extension may be accomplished, if we rephrase
the conclusion that we are trying to prove. We are trying to show
that if μ is as in Lemma 2, then {fμ\f a ^-simple function on S}
is dense in X. By Lemma 2, {fμ\f a μ-simple function on S} is
dense in Xo = {7 e X \ IN > 0 3 VE e Σ, \ y(E) \ S Nμ(E)}. So we want
to show that Xo is dense in X, i.e., for every ^-absolutely continuous
finite 7, there is a sequence yn of set functions of X, such that
1ΊΛE) \ ύ nμ{E), EzΣ, and \imra__ V{Ί - Ίn, S) = 0. We find {Ίn} as
follows:

DEFINITION. Let Yi and τ2 be finite positive finitely additive set
functions on Σ. Define the set function 7i Λ 72 on Σ by the relation

(7 l Λ Ί2)(E) = inf [7 l(F) + Ί*(E - F)] .

Observations.
1. 7i Λ 72 is finitely additive. This is easy, and the proof is

contained in the proof of Theorem III 7.3 in [2]. Therefore the proof
will not be included here.

2. 7i A 72 ^ 7i and 7i A 72 ^ 72.

3. If 72 ^ 73 then Ti A 72 ^ 7X A 73.

LEMMA 3. Let μ be a positive bounded finitely additive set func-
tion on Σ, and let 7 be a positive bounded finitely additive μ-absolutely
continuous set function on Σ. Let yn = (nμ) A 7. Then

(7 - 7W, S) = 0 .

Proo/. 0 ^ τΛ ^ 7̂ +i ̂  7, so that if limΛ^ 7Λ(S) = 7(S), the lemma
is proved. Let ε > 0 be given. By hypothesis, there is a δ > 0 such
that if μ(E) <8,EeΣ, then y(E) ^ ε. Let N^y(S)/δ. Consider
any FeΣ.

Case 1. μ(F) > δ. Then iV^(F) έ 7(S), so that
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Nμ(F) + y(S - F) ^ y(S) .

Case 2. μ{F) < δ. Then y(F) < ε, so that y(S - F) ^ y(S) - ε,
and so

+ τ(S - F) ^ 7(S) - ε .

In either case, Nμ(F) + y(S - F) ^ τ(S) - ε. So

%V(S) = inf (Nμ(F) + 7(S - F)) ^ 7(S) - ε .
FβΣ

Therefore, limΛ_oβ7n(5ί) = Ύ(S).

LEMMA 4. Let μ be a positive bounded finitely additive set
function on Σ, and let 7 be a complex-valued finite μ-absolutely
continuous finitely additive set function on Σ. Then there exists a
sequence {fn} of μ-simple functions on S, such that

limv(Ύ - fnμ, S) - 0 .
n—>oo

Proof. 7 can be separated into its real and imaginary parts, so
that it suffices to consider 7 real. Any real 7 may be separated into
its positive and negative parts, 7 = 7+ — 7_. Lemma 1 assures us
that 7+ and 7_ are bounded. So it suffices to consider 7 positive.
For n > 0, pick Nn so large that

v(7 - (Nnμ A 7), S ) < - L .
2n

This is possible by Lemma 3. By Lemma 2, and by the fact that
I (Nnμ A Ύ)(E) I <: Nnμ(E), EeΣ, there is an fn, a μ-simple function
on S, such that

v((Nnμ Λ 7) - f«μ, S) <-±-.
2n

Then

v(7 ~ fnμ, S) ^ v((7 - Nnμ A 7), S) + v((Nnμ A 7) - fuμ, S)

2n 2n n

so that lim^co v(y - fnμ, S) = 0.

We have now completed the second step in the proof of Theorem 1,
namely, we have proved the theorem for the case μ Ξ> 0. The final
step is to establish the theorem in the complex case. To accomplish
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this, we carry over the procedure of [2], which is valid for the
countably additive case. In [2], the argument (to prove the usual
Radon-Nikodym Theorem in the complex case, given its validity in
the case μ ^ 0) is roughly the following: Let μ and 7 be bounded
measures on the sigma-field Σ, and suppose that 7 is /^-absolutely
continuous. Then 7 and μ are both v(μ, )-absolutely continuous. So
there are integrable functions g and h on S such that

μ(E) = h(8)v(μ, ds)
JE

and

7(E) = ί g(8)v(μ, ds) ,
JE

EeΣ. It is then proved that

v(μ,E)= \ -L-μ(d8),
JE h(s)

EeΣ, and from this it is shown that

y(E) = \ Άμ(d8).
JE h(s)

In order to apply this type of argument to the present situation,
we need two estimates:

LEMMA 5. Let μ be any bounded complex-valued finitely additive
set function on Σ, and let u denote the set function v(μ, •)• Then
there exists a sequence {fn} of μ-simple functions on S, such that
I fn(s) I ̂  1/2 for n > 0 and s e S, and such that

limi?(μ - fnu, S) = 0 .

Proof. By Lemma 2, there is a sequence {gn} of μ-simple func-
tions on S, such that lim^oo v(μ — gnu, S) = 0. Then

lim (v(μ, E) - v(gnu, E) \ = 0
n—»oo

uniformly in EeΣ. Now

v(gnu, E)=\\ gn(s) \ v(μ, ds) ,
JE

so that
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I v(μ, E) - v(gnu, E) \ = v(μ, E) - \ \ gn(β) | v(μ, ds)
JE

= I 5^(1 - I gn(s) \)v(μ, ds) .

Therefore,

lim \ (1 - I gn(s) \)v(μ, ds) = 0

uniformly for EeΣ. Hence,

l i m j j l - \gn(s)\\v(μ,ds) = 0.

If 10«(β) I < 1/2, then 11 - | g,(s) 11 > 1/2. Therefore, setting

Sn = {s e S I I gn{a) \ < γ\ ,

^rv(μ, U e S 11 flr.(β) I < -ί}) ^ ( 11 - I flr»(s) 11 v(μ, ds)

^ \ 11 — I 3n(s) 11 v(μ, ds) .
JS

So lim,,^ v(μ, Sn) = 0. Let χm be the characteristic function of <SB.
Then

lim

Define /„ = gn + χn. By checking the two cases | gn(s) \ Ξ> 1/2 and
I gfκ(s) I < 1/2, we see that \fn(s) | ^ 1/2, n>0,seS. Now

f(/.ίt - ff.tt, S) = v((f. - gju, S)

= v(χnu, S)=\ \ χ»(β) I v(μ, ds) .
JS

Since lim^oo v(μ — flrnt6, S) — 0, we have l im^^ v(/ί — /nw, S) = 0.

LEMMA 6. Lei // α r̂f u be as in the previous lemma. Then there
exists a sequence {gn} of μ-simple functions on S, such that

lim v(u — gnμf S) = 0 .
n—»oo

Proof. Let {/w} be a sequence of /̂ -simple functions on S, as in
the conclusion of the previous lemma, and define gn(s) = lffn(s) g is
well-defined, since fn(s) Φ 0.

Now gnμ = gjnu + gn[μ - /nu] = u + gn[μ - fnu]. Since
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I Λ ( β ) | ^ ί lff(β)l

so that v(gn[μ - / n % ] , S) ^ 2v(μ - />,, S). But

l i m ^ μ - fnu9 S) = 0 .

So

lim v(gnμ - u, S) = lim ^(#Jμ - / w u], S) = 0 .

Proof of Theorem 1. By Lemma 4 there is a sequence {fen} of
^-simple functions on S, such that l i n v ^ v(y — hnu, S) = 0, where
w, as usual, stands for v(μ, •)• By Lemma 6, there is a sequence
{βfw} of ^-simple functions on S such that l im^^ v(u — gnμ, S) = 0.
Now

7 = hmu + (7 - hmu) = hmgNμ + hju - gNμ) + (Ύ - Am^) .

Given n > 0, pick mw so large that v(y — hmnu, S) < l/2n. Since hm%

is /^-simple, we can pick Mn > 0 such that | feWw(s) | ^ Jlin, s e S. Pick
iV% so large that v(u - gNnμ, S) < l/2nMn. Then it follows that

v(Ύ - hmngNnμ, S) :S v{hmβι - gN%μ), S) + v(y - hm%u, S)

^ Mnv(u - gNnμ, S) + v(y - hmu, S)

<M L A J J 1
2nMn 2n 2n 2n n

So, if we define fn = hmngNn, then we have v(τ - / Λ ^, S) < 1/n.
Therefore,

Some examples* This section exhibits counterexamples to show
that the principal hypothesis, boundedness of μf is needed to prove
Theorem 1.

EXAMPLE 1. Let S be the set of natural numbers, and let Σ be
the set of all subsets of S. Define a countably additive set function
μ by μ({n}) = 1, and let y be any finitely additive set function on Σ
that is not countably additive. If v(μ, E) < 1/2, then E must be
empty, so that 7(E) = 0. Therefore 7 is ^-absolutely continuous.
But if 7 were representable as in Theorem 1, then we could show
that 7 is countably additive.
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EXAMPLE 2. Let S and Σ be as in Example 1. Define finite set
functions μ and 7 finitely additive on Σ by setting μ({n}) = 1,
y({n}) = n, and extending by a Zorn's lemma argument, μ and 7 are
finite, but not bounded. By the reasoning of Example 1, 7 is μ-
absolutely continuous. If 7 were representable in the form of
Theorem 1, then we could write 7 = 7i + 72 where v(Ύlf S) < 1 and
\Ύ2(E)\ ^ MI μ(E) I, EeΣ. In fact, the above decomposition of 7 is
impossible.
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