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Abstract: In this paper we concern ourselves with the small % asymptotics of the
inner products of the eigenfunctions of a Schrδdinger-type operator with a coherent
state. More precisely, let xj/J1 and Ej denote the eigenfunctions and eigenvalues of
a Schrδdinger-type operator H% with discrete spectrum. Let ψ(x,ξ) be a coherent
state centered at the point (x, ξ) in phase space. We estimate as h —> 0 the averages
of the squares of the inner products (Ψ£ ξyψj1) over an energy interval of size %
around a fixed energy, E. This follows from asymptotic expansions of the form

for certain test functions φ and Schwartz amplitudes a of the coherent state. We
compute the leading coefficient in the expansion, which depends on whether the
classical trajectory through (x, ξ) is periodic or not. In the periodic case the iterates
of the trajectory contribute to the leading coefficient. We also discuss the case of
the Laplacian on a compact Riemannian manifold.
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1. Introduction
2

Let H — —ft A + V(x) be a Schrόdinger operator with V smooth, on IR" (in which
case we assume V tends to infinity at infinity and therefore H has discrete spectrum) or on a compact Riemannian manifold, M. The trace formula, [14], describes
the small ft asymptotics of the average, over a spectral interval of size ft, of the
matrix elements of a semi-classical observable, b{x,hDx), between eigenvectors of
H: Let φ be a Schwartz function whose Fourier transform is compactly supported
and let Ej and φf the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of H. Then, under certain
conditions on the Hamilton flow of the Hamiltonian J^(x, ξ) = ^\ξ\2 + V(x) on
ΣE — {(ζ,x)l {\ζ\2 + V(x) — ^}? w e have an asymptotic expansion of the form

fΣEb(ξ,x)dμL
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(1)

Here:
• dμL is the Liouville measure on ΣE,
• y runs over the periodic trajectories of \\ζ\2 + V{x) on Σβ with periods Ty in
the support of φ (the Fourier transform of φ),
• Γy* is the primitive period of y,
• Sy = fyξdX9
• σy is the Maslov index of y,
• Py is the Poincare mapping of 7,
• Ck( - ) are distributions with support in {0},
• dΊj{ ) are distributions with supports in {Ty}.
Tauberian theorems allow to pass to the limit where φ tends to the characteristic
function of [E — ch, E + cK\. This gives, assuming that the set of periodic points
on Σβ has measure zero, that

\Ej-E\^ch

J

^

J

J^
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(2)

ΣE

From this one gets the following result on ergodicity of eigenfunctions: If the flow
of 3f on ΣE is ergodic, then, except for a subsequence of density 0,

b(x,ξ)dμL

L
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{ψ^bfrhD^ψf) =

Ef-+E,h-+o

J

J

JΣE
p

.

(3)

JΣEdμL

(For a precise statement see [11].) Another way of writing (3) in R w is by using
the so-called anti-Wick or Toeplitz quantization. Let (ψ(Xjξ)), (x, ξ) G Γ*R n , be the
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family of coherent states:
φ{Xtξ)(y)

= 2~n/\2πh)-3-iβ~zMe^e~{J^~

The anti-Wick quantization of b(x, ξ), bAW(x,hDx),
formula
bAW(x,%Dx)

= Jb(x, ξ)(φ{x,ξ),

.

(4)

is the operator defined by the
• )ψlx,ζ)dxdξ

(5)

.

It is easy to check that, under very general assumptions on b and V,

(ψf,bAW(x,hDx)φjh)

= (ψf, b(x,hDx)φf) + O{%).

(6)

So (3) can be written as

lim

fb(x, ξ)\(φ{Xjί), ψfι)\2 dxdξ =

ΣE

'

.

(7)

In other words, ergodicity of the classical flow on Σβ implies that the measures
|(*A(χ,c> Φjh)\2 dxdξ converge weakly to the normalized Liouville measure of ΣE.
Numerical computations, for the so-called billiard problem on the stadium [12],
and for the hydrogen atom in a strong magnetic field, [6], show however that some
concentration of eigenfunctions near unstable periodic orbits may occur. This scar
phenomenon seems to disappear in the classical limit, contrary to the case of modes
and quasi-modes associated to stable periodic orbits.
Our purpose in this paper is to show that, on the average, the pointwise limit
of

depends strongly on whether or not (x, ξ) belongs to a periodic trajectory, and to
analyze its behavior in each case.
Before we state the results precisely, we would like to present the main ideas.
The contribution of the periodic trajectories in the trace formula disappears in formula (2), since it appears in (1) at a lower order in h. On the other hand, the
coefficient of the contribution of y depends strongly on the support of b(x,ξ), so it
is natural to think that if one takes symbols whose supports concentrate near a part
of a periodic trajectory as fι goes to zero, the periodic orbit can make a contribution
to the leading order term. Using such symbols amounts, in effect, to observing the
wave functions at a smaller scale in phase space. Although this type of symbols
does not belong to classical pseudo-differential classes, the anti-Wick quantization
allows to consider such singular symbols. The simplest example is a symbol of the
form
b{χo,ξo)(x>0 = δ(x ~χo,ξa Dirac mass at (xo?£o) Then (5) becomes

ξo),

(8)
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Such an operator is related to the theory of Hermite Fourier integral operators.
Formally, it can be viewed as a pseudo-differential operator with Weyl symbol,
(χ-χo)2+(ξ-ξo)2

(10)
w

which obviously is not in any standard symbol class. If (3) were still true for l/
given by (9), we would get that for almost all eigenfunctions, the limit as Ej —>• E
2
and ft —> 0 of IdAfoί)?^/)! would be the result of applying the normalized Liouville
measure to B(XQtξ0), which is

Our main result shows that, on average, there are extra contributions to \(ψ(X ξ),
It is useful to express our main result for a more general class of coherent states
(see the next section for details).
Preliminary Definition. Let a e S(Rn), and (x,ξ)eR2n
or T*M. A generalized
coherent state centered at (x, ξ) and symbol a is defined locally around x as:

Here p is a Cfi° cutoff function equal to 1 near 0, and in the manifold case the
formula above is in a given coordinate system.
Remarks.
- The formal definition agrees with this one to leading order in h, but it allows
for higher order terms which are needed to make the definition coordinateindependent. The Schwartz function a is invariantly a symplectic spinor, which
is the symbol of the generalized coherent state, see Sect. 2.
- Proposition 2.4 below shows that the cutoff p is semiclassically inessential:
modulo O(h°°) the state above is independent of it.
- In the case where a(η) — (4π)~n/4 e~(η /2\ this is the usual coherent states definition (up to the inessential cut-off and normalization).
- The normalization in (12) is such that the L2 norm of ιj/£ ^ is O(h~n^2). It is
chosen so that the Wigner function of the coherent state (see below) converges,
as h —> 0, to a Dirac mass at (x, ξ).
Statement of the Main Results. Let H% — Σ / = o hιPι{x,Dx\
where Pi is a dif1
ferential operator of order / on W (or M) of principal symbol P*}, sub-principal
symbol PJX (defined on manifolds if P/ is regarded as acting on half-densities) and
p
smooth coefficients. Let JV(x,ξ) = Σ*j=Q P°ι(x,ξ) and J^sub(x9ζ) = Σ)ί=o
T\χΛ)
be the principal and sub-principal symbols of H%. We assume that Pi is elliptic,
2tf is positive, and in case M = R", that Jtf tends to infinity at infinity. Let Ej
and xjjf denote the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of H%. Throughout we will use the
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following normalization of the Fourier transform:

Λ

Theorem 1.1. Let (x,ξ) be a point in Γ*(R ) (or T*(M)) not in classical
equilibrium, and let E — J^(x,ξ). Assume that (x, ξ) is not periodic with respect
to the Hamilton flow of ^. Let φ G C°°(R) with compactly supported Fourier
transform, and let Φ^ξ^ be defined by (12). Then, as % —> 0,
(13)
k=0

with
e"""a(η)a(η - tξ)dηdt.

c o (α) =

(14)

Moreover, Vc > 0,
π

'2 eitηxφi)a(η

- tξ)dηdt
(15)

We will next state the result in the periodic case, in coordinates. If (x, ξ) belongs
to a periodic trajectory y of action Sy and primitive period Ty > 0, let S(t) be the
matrix solution of
5 ( 0 ) = Identity ,

S(t)9
where J is the matrix

,(x(t),ξ(t))

(16)

is the trajectory of the Hamilton

7

flow generated by Jf starting at (x,ξ) and Hess(Jf) is the Hessian of Jf (see
Sect. 3). Invariantly, the mapping defined by S(t) is the differential of the Hamilton
flow of J f, and 5 ( 0 determines, by continuity in t, an element of Mp(Rn) (starting
with the identity element at t — 0). Therefore one can associate to it a unitary
operator, M(S(t)), on L2(IR") through the metaplectic representation. A key role
will be played by the metaplectic quantization of S(Ty),
U

:=M{S(Ty)).

We will denote
T

Suby :=

77

o

J^sub(x(t),ξ(t))dt.

Theorem 1.2. With the above notations, if (x,ξ) belongs to the periodic trajectory γ,
i{%

E

(^ l~ )

2

Φ

+ +k

a)h- i

(17)
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with

d0 =2-^L(2πΓ3"'2 £ φ(lT,)eΛf+Ί
V2π
;ez

fe-it2)ίξ'2 e'^φήiU'aXη

- tξ)dηdt

(18)

{the term 1 = 0 is precisely the previous coefficient, CQ). Moreover if y has an
infinitesimal Poincare section invariant by the linearized flow, and if the Poincare
mapping ofy is diagonalizable over C and it has at least one hyperbolic summand,
then as % —> 0 along the Bohr-Sommerfeld values,
ft = —— ,
2πm

m —» oo along integer values,

one has:

Σ

\ ( Φ ( ^ Φ h \ 2 = Λ~"+i -

2

/

/

π

\Ej{h)-E\^ctι

a(η)a(η - tξ)dηdt

)(η — tξ)dηdt
where the series above converges

+ o(h

2

) ,

absolutely.

Remark. The result is still valid for any sequence of values of ft of the form
h =

^
- , 0 ^ α ^ 1,
2π(m -f oc)

the formula above being the same after adding α to Sub r Although we won't prove
it here, in fact we believe that the case of % —> 0 continuously follows from simple
modifications of our argument.
We will now give an inteφretation of the coefficient c 0 . Let

Assuming E is a regular value of Jf7 and that almost all points on the energy shell
Jf~ι(E) : = ΣE are not periodic, the differentiated Weyl law of [14] says that the
cardinality of this set is

Proposition 1.3. Assume that almost all points on the energy shell ΣE are not
periodic. Let W?χ - be the Weyl symbol of the operator u \—> (u, ψ^ ξ))Φ^ ς) (on
a manifold this is in a given coordinate system), that is the Wigner function of
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Φ(lξ)(y). Then,
e"ηi~φ])a{η - tξ)dηdt + O(/T 1 / 4 ), (19)

J Wa(x £)dμL = ^ - i (4πΓn/2Je-"2χi/2
2π
ΣE

therefore the first term on the right-hand side of (13) is
(Jφ) % (2πhyn J Wl t)dμL + O(h~n^4).

(20)

ΣE

In particular:
• If (x,ξ) is not periodic,
[ Wa

• If(x,ξ)ζy
and y satisfies the assumptions of Theorem 1.2, 3v G 1R generically
non-zero such that

Σ

ίJW!>χi)dμL
= %Ωhx
jr—j

,
, \
h vh 2+0(71 2 )

(22)

/or ^ of the form h = ^ , as before.
The next result is an immediate consequence of the preceding and shows a little more precisely the role of periodic trajectories on the pointwise behavior of
semiclassical measures.
Corollary 1.4. Assume (x,ζ) is not periodic. Then Vε > 0 there exists a subsequence {EJk} C Ω% of positive density such that, for ft small enough,

jdμL

(23)

• Assume (x,ζ) € y with y an unstable trajectory, and suppose moreover that

(iΓ^2

E ^^'ιs^J-'^2Il''xφΓ)(Ul)(η

- tξ)dηdt =: b > 0

w is true in some of the Gaussian examples of Sect. 6). Then Vε > 0 there
exists a subsequence {EJk\ C Ω% of positive density such that, for % small enough
and of Bohr-Sommerfeld type,

<24>

We will now give a coordinate-free interpretation of the integral appearing in
the /th term in (18), V / G l
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Consider the symplectic vector space V = T(Xiξ)(T*M); let Mp(V) denote the
metaplectic group of F, double cover of the group of linear symplectic transformations of F. Choosing a coordinate system near x, we get naturally-induced coordinates of Γ*M and therefore linear coordinates (δx,η) on F. Given a coherent state
Ψ(χξ) w e c ^ a ^ m ma*> intrinsically, the function a(η) should be thought of as a smooth
vector in the metaplectic representation of Mp(V) (see Sect. 2). Let p be the Weyl
representation of the Heisenberg group of F. Explicitly, acting on functions of η, dp
is the representation
dp(δxj)(a)(η) = ηj
( 2 5 )

dp(ηj)(a)(η) = -ψa(η) .
Then the integral
lt2χi/2 ιίηx
ιίηx ι ι
e-lt2χi/2
(U
/ eee (U
a)(η

- tξ)dt

(26)

ι

is the projection of U a onto the space of tempered distributions / satisfying

where
(27)

Ξ = (x,ξ)
is the vector tangent to the trajectory at (x, ξ). Indeed the operator

V

/

is precisely f p(t Qxp(Ξ))dt (the integral should be understood in the weak sense).
With this notation, the integral appearing in the Ith term in (18) is
(28)

)),
n

where the outer parentheses denote the pairing between ^(K )

and

f

n

6f (K ).

The Riemannian case. We finish this introduction by observing that the previous
results apply in particular to the large eigenvalue asymptotics of the eigenftmctions
of the Laplacian on a compact Riemannian manifold. Let M be a Riemannian manifold, A the (negative) Laplacian on M and λj,ψj the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions
2
of A. Instead of working with fι λj it is customary in the Riemannian context to
work with the square roots of the eigenvalues

which can be done with trivial modifications to the proof. Pick (x9ζ) G S*M, the
unit cotangent bundle of M, periodic with respect to geodesic flow. Let (r,s% r —
(ri,...,r n _i) be Fermi coordinates in a neighborhood of x, adapted to the geodesic
γ through (x, ξ). Thus if (r,s, ρ, σ) are the coordinates induced on T*M, locally
the geodesic y is the parametrized curve {r = 0, ρ = 0, s = t, σ = 1}. Let V be the
tangent space to T*M at (x,ζ). The coordinates (r,s,ρ,σ) induce linear coordinates
(δr,δs,ηr,ηs)
on F, and in these coordinates the vector Ξ^ξ) is (0,..., 1,0,...,0)
th
(1 in the n entry). Recall the interpretation given above of the coefficient (18).
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We were led to consider the operator ^ = /^ o p(exp(ίS'))(iί mapping Schwartz
functions of the variable η = (ηr,ηs) to tempered distributional functions of η, where
p is the Weyl representation of the Heisenberg group of V, (25). Since dp(Ξ) = iηs
in the present case, the operator & is basically multiplication by the Dirac delta of
Is,
Therefore, our main theorem (in the periodic case) takes on the following form:
Theorem 1.5. Assume the geodesic through (x, ξ) is periodic, of primitive length L.
Let χ be a smooth cut-off function in the Fermi coordinate chart. Then, for every
test function φ with Fourier transform in C^°(1R), and every Schwartz function
2

- τ) \J \jJj(r,s)ensa(Vrr, y/τs)χ(r,s)drds\

χ

(29)

)

as τ —» oo {one has in fact a full asymptotic expansion in powers of
We won't bother to formally state the formula regarding

in case y is unstable.
Formula (29) simplifies for certain choices of test functions a, as we will now
see. Recall that the operator U is the metaplectic quantization of the differential
of geodesic flow at (x,ξ), at time L. Such a differential leaves invariant both Ξ
and the radial direction in T*M. Those two directions span a symplectic subspace
V\ of V. Let V2 be the symplectic orthogonal to V\. Then the differential of the
flow preserves this decomposition of V; it is the identity on V\ and the linearized
Poincare map on V2. Accordingly, it is natural to consider Schwartz functions a of
the form
a(η) = e-η2s/2aι(ηr).
(30)
On such an a, the operator U has the form
e-η*/2UP(aO0lr),

(31)

where Up is the metaplectic quantization of the linearized Poincare map of y. On
such amplitudes, our formula becomes
Σ φ(μj j

lez.
ι

aλ)(ηr)dηr + O(τ'i~x).

P

(32)
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This can be simplified further. Recall that the Fourier transform β is the metaplectic
1
quantization of a certain element J of the metaplectic group such that J — —I. Let
Jί := / £ / / > / - ' .

(33)
2

This is nothing but the metaplectic quantization of the Poincare map of y on L
functions of the variable δr. Since β is unitary, we have:
Corollary 1.6. In the Riemannian context described above, for every Schwartz
1
function b £ ^ ( R " " ) and every test function φ with Fourier transform in
C0°°(R), we have

= τ-4-hι-*(2πy3n/4

£ φ(lL)e~ιτlL fW)Jί\b)(r)dr

+ O(τnϊ~ι).

Although we won't go into details here, we mention that the operator Jί can
be computed in terms of the transverse Jacobi fields of y.
The paper is organized as follows: Sects. 2 and 3 deal with propagation of
coherent states, Sect. 4 contains the proof of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 and Sect. 5 the
proof of additional results. In Sect. 6 we treat the case of Gaussian symbols and
show that the elliptic case gives rise to "Poisson formulae." We conclude in Sect. 7
by a discussion of the results.

2. Coherent States and Hermite Distributions
Let S a Riemannian manifold. In [1] (see also [8]) Boutet de Monvel and Guillemin
associate to any conic ίsotropic manifold Γ in T*S a family of distributions on S
whose wave-front sets are included in Γ. These distributions have symbols that
are symplectic spinors on Γ. We will concentrate in this paper in the case where
S = M x R, with M an ^-dimensional Riemannian manifold (M might be W1) and
Γ is one dimensional. We will work on a local system of coordinates, but, by the
theory of Hermite distributions, the main results are independent of any choice of
coordinates.
We begin by briefly recalling the definition of Hermite distributions as it applies
to the present setting. Let a(x,τ,η) G C°°(M x R + x R " ) compactly supported in
x and rapidly decreasing in η admitting, as τ —> oo, an asymptotic expansion of the
following form:
oo

α(x,τ^)^Λi(^)'

(34)

7-0

where Vy the function aj is in the class Co^(R w x R w ) defined as follows:
Definition 2.1. We'll denote by C 0 ^ ( R + x R") the set of all smooth functions
a(x,η) that are compactly supported in x and satisfy: VK,M,N non-negative integers 3CKMN > 0 $ucn that
V(*.η) e R" x R"

\nK^dNna\

(For the precise meaning of (34) see [1] Sect. 3.)

S CKMN •

(35)
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For (x,ξ,α) e T*(M) x R, let / χ ^ α be the distribution defined locally by the
oscillatory integral

V

R"xR+

τ

V/

By definition this is a Hermite distribution associated to
Γ = {(θ,y;τ,p); θ =-* +y> ξ,y =x,p = τξ} .

(37)

In particular:
Proposition 2.2. The wave front of I"ζα w contained in Γ.
To α,x, ξ we associate as in [14] the following family of functions on M (actually the inverse Fourier transform in θ of Γ
-c):
^xί){y) = {2πynτie-ιτ^-ξγ)

J e^'^a

dη .

(y9τ9-^)

(38)

Definition 2.3. The family {φ^xξ)}τ is called a coherent state or wave packet
centered at (x,ζ) and of symbol a.
Each Ά(χc) i s a compactly supported C°° function. As we showed in [14], the
previous proposition implies the following:
Proposition 2.4. The frequency set (or micro-support) ofψ?χ^

is {(x,ξ)}.

Coherent states are localized in space around x to the extent that, to leading
order, the y dependence of the amplitude a can be suppressed. This fact will be very
useful in what follows, and it reconciles the definition above with the preliminary
one introduced in Sect. 1:
Proposition 2.5. Let a(y,τ,η) be a Hermite amplitude satisfying (34). Let p be
any C^° function identically one near the origin in IRΛ Then

(39)
uniformly on compact sets.
Proof By the estimates (34), it is easy to see that one has (39) with the right-hand
side replaced by
τn/4p(y - x)e-ιτ&-ξy)

J e^-^ao(y,η/^)dη

.

(40)

IR' ?

To go from here to (39), we do a Taylor expansion of a in y near y = x and we
integrate by parts. Specifically, write
n

) = ao(x9η)+ Σ(yj

-Xj)gj(y,η),
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where the gj are smooth functions. We must estimate, V/,
Ij(y, τ) = / e'^-^{yj - Xj)9j(y,

Evidently

vτ
n

1

ΰΐ

1j

2

which is clearly O(τ^ ~ ^ ) uniformly on compacts.

D

Observation. If b is the inverse Fourier transform of the Schwartz function η ι—•
ao(x,η), then in a neighborhood of x the coherent state above equals

l

-x))

( ξ}

mod O(τ" / 4 -' / 2 ).

(41)

Corollary 2.6.
+ ι
L { Ά )

) .

(42)

Moreover, if (x, ξ) Φ (x/, ^ ) ,

and for any compact Ω containing x

We will omit the straightforward proof.

3. Semi-Classical Propagation of Coherent States
Let
• - x)e-ιxξ/2nειξy/fi

j a(Vhη)eiηiy-χ)dη

(45)

be a coherent state at (x, ξ). The next theorem shows how such a state evolves
under the Schrodinger equation. Let
Hn = Σ h!Pi(χ,Dx)9
/=o

jf(JC, ξ) = Σ p ? ( ^ 0,
/=o

^ ^ ( ^ 0 = Σ^Γ1^0

( 46 >

/=o

and S(t) be as in Sect. 1. S(t) is the matrix of the differential of the Hamilton flow
in coordinates. The associated linear transformation is symplectic and maps the
tangent vector to the trajectory at (x(0), ξ(0)) to the one at (x(t),ξ(t)). Since S(0)
is the identity, one can naturally lift the S(t) to the metaplectic group, Mp(Wί) in a
continuous way, starting at the identity. We will continue to denote the lift by S(t).
Let M(S(t)) be the family of unitary operators image of S(t) by the metaplectic
representation.
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The following result shows that after evolution a coherent state remains a coherent state and gives the leading term of the symbol.
Theorem 3.1. Under the previous assumptions, Mt G IR there exists a symbol a(t)
of the form (34) depending smoothly in t and such that
iφ^)

ds)^^^

m o d

uniformly one each compact in (t,x)-space. Here

Moreover, the leading term of a evolves according to
ao(t) = M(S(t))(ao\t=o) •

(48)

The proof of this theorem will be based on the theorem of propagation of
Hermite distributions by Fourier integral operators, namely Theorem 7.5 in [1]. We
will consider the distribution on M x Sx whose Fourier coefficients are precisely
the l.h.s. of Theorem 3.1, with h — \j{m -f c). This distribution satisfies a certain
equation, which we analyze. Then we will show that the solution of this equation is
mircolocally equal, in the region of interest, to a Hermite distribution whose Fourier
coefficients are given by the right-hand side of the theorem. Finally we will identify
the symbol of this Hermite distribution. These ideas have been used in the compact
case in [14], but we give an independent proof.
To H% we associate the following family of operators on M x Sι:
L

A = ΣD~l+Lpι(x>Dχ)
/=o

>

(49)

where D — Dβ -f c, c G [0,1] a parameter. A is a differential operator of order L.
We break the proof in a series of lemmas. The first one is straightforward:
Lemma 3.2. Let
Ψτ(y)

=

1

e

~ltT

^(lA(xc))(3;)

(50)

and let
oo
τ=l

Then u(t) is a distribution that satisfies
-DL~ιDtu=Au

(52)

\
_ ja
M|/=0 — i χ ^ xς

/co\
W-> /

with initial condition
υ

Next, we use (52,53) to control the wave-front set of u.
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Lemma 3.3. Let u be a distribution onWixMxS
its wave-front set is contained in the set

satisfying (52) and (53). Then

(ί, j>,0;ε,*f,τ);τ*O, (y9η/τ) = φt(x,ξ/τ), θ = y + ^(0, ε = - τ ^ f (x, ξ/τ)
'(54)
L ι
/ Observing that u satisfies the differential equation (D ~ Dt + A)(u) — 0, one
knows that the wave-front set of u is contained in the characteristic variety of the
operator
Q:=DL~ιDt+A,
which is the set
L

ι

Char(Q)={(t9y,θ;ε,η,τ); τ ~ ε = - £ ^P^y^)}
.
I
/=o
J

(55)

Observe that
Char (Q) Π {τφO} = {(t9y9θ;ε9η9τ);

ε/τ = -JP(y9η/τ)}

.

(56)

Since the principal symbol GQ of Q and the function τ Poisson commute, it follows
from (56) that the null-bicharacteristic strips of Q in the region {τφO} are the
same as the trajectories of the Hamilton flow of the function F = J&(y,η/τ) + ε/τ.
We also know that the wave-front set of u is invariant under the Hamilton flow
of the principal symbol of Q on Γ*(M x Sι). In the region {τφO} the Hamilton
flow of F is, up to a rescaling, the Hamilton flow of Jf. From this, using the fact
that the initial condition has wave-front in the set Γ of (37) and the calculus of
wave-front sets, one can show that the wave-front set of u is in fact contained in
(54).
D
Lemma 3.4. Let
TE = {(t9y9θ;ε9η9τ)

G Γ(M x S 1 ); τφO, φ =-Jt?(y9η/τ)}

.

Then there exists a conic neighborhood of Σβ, Ω, contained in Γ*(R x M x
S 1 )\{τ=}=0}9 and a classical, first-order pseudodifferential operator on M x S\B,
such that Q :=DL~ιDt —DL~XB and Q are microlocally equal on Ω. Moreover
[B9Dθ] = 0.
Proof It suffices to construct a first order pseudodifferential operator on M x Sι
commuting with Do and such that A and DL~ιB are microlocally equal in a neighborhood of the set
{(y,θ;η9τ)

G T\M x Sι); τφO, JίT(y9η/τ) = E} .

D

The following lemma is truly the heart of the proof.
Lemma 3.5. Let u(t) a solution of (52) and (53). Then there exists a Hermite
distribution ^(^^^/(^(O such that:

C°°.

(57)

Here (x(t),ξ(t)) = φt(x,ξ) is the trajectory of (x,ξ) under the Hamilton flow of
Jήf(x,ξ) and £{f) is as in Theorem 3.1.
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Proof. On one hand, by the previous lemmas,
g : = Q{u) e C°° .
Therefore, the distribution u can also be described as the solution of the pseudodifferential equation
Q(u) = g,

(58)

«|/=o = / " , « •

(59)

On the other hand, one can construct a Fourier integral operator U(t) solving:
DtU(t) = BU(t)modC°° ,
U(0) = identity,

(60)

even case M is non-compact, if in the equations above we restrict |ί| to be bounded
and we restrict U(t) to act on functions supported in a compact set (see for example
[17]). In terms of such U,
u(t) = fU(t-s)(f)ds+U(t)(l\xJ)

,

(61)

where / is a smooth function satisfying
DL~ιf

= g.

(62)

Such an / indeed exists; observe that therefore the first summand on the right-hand
side of (61) is smooth.
To conclude the proof of the lemma we will use the theorem of propagation of
Hermite distributions through Fourier integral operators.
/*„xξ is a Hermite distribution associated to Γ — {(0 = -^% jμ = x ; τ, p = τξ)} C
^^

χ,ξ,-f

ΣE U(t) is a Fourier integral operator associated to the flow generated by the
principal symbol of B, which equals J"f (x, ξ/τ) in a neighborhood of Γ. An easy
calculation of the Hamilton equations (see [14] for details) shows that this flow
maps Γ into Γ(t) = {(0 = - f + t(t),y = x(t); τ, p = τξ(t))} By the already cited
a
theorem of propagation of [1], U(t)(I ^xί)
is an Hermite distribution associated
χ,ξ, j

to Γ(t). Since by (61) u(t) is equal to it modulo a smooth function, the proof is
finished.
D
To finish the proof of the first part of the theorem just note that by the previous
lemma the differences
ιl/t Ψ

e

eiτat)ώa(t)
Ψ

(with τ = 1,2,...) are the Fourier coefficients in θ of a smooth function of M x S1;
therefore they are rapidly decreasing in τ uniformly on x in compacts. This proves
the first part of the lemma for values of ft along the values ft = l/(m + c), m~
1,2,.... It is clear however that the estimates must be uniform in c, and therefore
we get the desired conclusion as % —> 0 continuously.
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Finally, we sketch the computation of the principal symbol. A straightforward
computation shows that

with
Cl

— zfl

^Λ, C, jCl ~\~ T

y V x tft

+ χ-λ (~(Dη,η)Hess

-LJη —

V £ ^yo

' Y\

Jf(x,ξ)(Dη,η)a

)u

+ jesub(x,ξ)aj

,

where
(£>„»/)Hess 3f(x,ξ)(Dη,η)

ηjD

»

(64)

+ mDηj)+ ηjηk

m

is the Weyl quantification of the Hessian of Jf. Moreover,
ψa(t) ^

with
a\t) = MT(x9ξ)a - τ-ι/2(ξDη-xη)a

+ τ~\ά + ^suh{x,ξ)a)

.

(65)

Identifying term by term gives:
ά0 = ^(Dψη)RQSs

je(x,ξ)(Dη,η)a0

.

(66)

We want to prove that a solution of this equation is given by
ao(t) = M(S(t))ao(O) .
We can easily compute £
£tM(
tM(S(t)\

(67)

[13]:

+ δt)) = M(S(t) + δtS(t) + O(δt2))

M(S(t

δtSS~ι)S)

+ O(δt2)

δtSS~ι)M(S(t))
Now
remark that 1 + δtSS~ι is the flow of Hamiltonian (x9ξyjSS~ι(x,ξ)
2
δt . This implies that

modulo

SO
d

dt

:i(Dη,η)JSS-\Dη,η)M(S(t)).

Identifying once more gives the equation for S.

(69)
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Remark. It is possible to get the same result directly from the symbolic properties of
Hermite distributions. Indeed the family of Hermite distributions constructed before
ι
can be considered, taking t as a variable, as a Hermite distribution on IR x M x S
L
ι
associated with the flow-out of Γ by the principal symbol of the operator (D θ~ Dt L
ι
A). This new Hermite distribution is in the kernel of the operator {D θ~ Dt -A)
whose symbol gives rise to a flow tangent to A. The transport equation, see [1],
gives exactly the result above. We leave this proof to another paper where the case
of a general Hermite distribution will be considered.
The Riemannian Case. For the Riemannian case discussed at the end of Sect. 1
one also needs a theorem of propagation of wave packets, which is actually easier
to prove; we will be sketchy. Let M be a compact Riemannian manifold, and A
the (negative) Laplacian on M. The definition of coherent states in the Riemannian
case is the same as that of Sect. 2. Consider the operator on M x Sι
P := y/-A+D2 .
This is of course a standard first-order ΐFDO, and the required theorem of propagation of wave packets is a consequence of the result that the Fourier integral
operator, exp(zίP), maps Hermite distributions of Hermite distributions.

4. Proof of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2
Fix (x,ξ) G T*M, not in classical equilibrium, and a G ^(IR W ). Denoting Ά"1 by
τ, we have:
dt

>ϊxc))

1

!Φ(-t)e

For simplicity we will take a(t) = a(t,y,η) to be the leading term in the expansion
(34) of the symbol of Theorem 3.1, and therefore it evolves according to Eq. (48);
higher order terms are treated identically.
By Corollary 2.5 we know that ^lxΛyV^m{t)))
is O(ft°°) if (*,£)Φ(*(0,£(0),
so in (70) it is enough to integrate over intervals around the periods lTy of y if (x, ξ)
is periodic and only around zero if it is not. The analysis is therefore localized to a
neighborhood of x, which enables us to work in a fixed local coordinate system. Let
β(t) be a cut-off function around zero, and let fι(t) = β(t — lT7)φ(—t) (only the
term / = 0 arises in the non-periodic case). Since Jf(x,ξ) = E, we must estimate
the integrals

°

2

°

hφίΦt$)dt(71)
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Lemma 4.1. Let
gι{t - Ty) := fι{t)e
be the integrand in (71). Then, modulo O(τ~°°\gι(t)
2 ~ " / 2 ( 2 π ) ^ χn eιlτSy+ilSuby e-iτ ^xξds+iτx(ξ(t)-ξ)+i

is of the form
f^3esub(x(s),ξ(s))dsaι

with ocι(t,u) e Q ^ ( R x R ) (ί/ze c t e of functions defined in (35)) α«<i ^wc/z that
α/(O,w) = φ ( / Γ 7 ) / ^ ( 0 ) ^ ) β / 7 : ' ' ( ^ - ία(O))rfv .

(72)

Proof By Proposition 2.4 one can get rid of the cutoffs p in (Ψ(x ξyΨ(χ(t)ξ(t)))>
since we compute α mod τ~°°. This gives, after some manipulations:

J

(73)

So

x J e ' ψ 5 ^ - * ^ ] J«yά(/)aιTy+t(η)dydη .

(74)

By the stationary phase lemma, since (x,ξ)ή=0 one can see that α decreases rapidly
with u. The same argument gives the result for the derivatives of α, and the desired
uniformity as well.
D
We have

This integral will be estimated thanks to the following proposition:
Proposition 4.2. Let α G C 0 ^(IR x IR) and Φ G C°°(IR) satisfying:
φ(0) = 0 = Φ ; (0)

(75)
(76)
(77)

7=0

J

(78)

By the assumptions on Φ there exists a Ψ e CQ°(1R) such that
2

= t Ψ(t)
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in the support of t h-» ot(t,u), \/u G JR. Substituting into /(τ) and making a dilation
s = y/τt we get:
ds .

(79)

Since α is rapidly decreasing in the second variable, uniformly with respect to the
first, the integrand above is bounded by, say, the integrable function (s2 + I ) " 1
uniformly in τ. Therefore
lim τ 1 / 2 / ( τ ) = ΓeisZψ{0)aι(0,s)ds

= c0 .

τ—>oo

To obtain the asymptotic expansion observe that in fact the function of σ
g(σ) = fels2ψ{sσ)a(sσ,s)ds

(80)

is smooth in a neighborhood of σ = 0: since α is Schwartz in the second variable
uniformly with respect to the first every derivative with respect to σ of the integrand
in (80) is bounded by an integrable function uniformly in σ. The expansion (77)
is nothing but the Taylor expansion of g(σ) around σ = 0.
D
Remark. If 0 is not a critical point of Φ, then one can easily show that /(τ) above
is O(τ~°°).
We now return to //. Thanks to Lemma 4.1, // can be rewritten as:
//( ^ + S u b -

J

°

(81)

)

with
Φ{t) = -fx(s)
o

ξ(s)ds + x

(ξ(t) - ξ) .

(82)

We obviously have Φ'(t) — (x — x(t)) ξ. If (x, ξ) is not a periodic point, then as
mentioned we only need to consider the term 1 = 0, and therefore the asymptotic
expansion of Theorem 1, follows from Proposition 4.2.
If (x,ξ) is periodic,
V/eZ

Φ(lTy) = 0 = Φ'{lT,)y

and
Φ"(lTy) = -x

ξ.

This means that each integral //(τ) has, by Proposition 4.2, an asymptotic expansion
of the form:

/,~2-^(2π)-¥β"(ϊ+Sub7)τ-igc;t-^

(83)

1=0

with
Plugging (72) in (84) and summing over / gives the existence of (17) and the
leading term (18).
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Tauberian Arguments. To prove (15) and (19) we will use the following Tauberian
lemma proved in [2] (see also [3]). Consider an expression of the following form:
TUΨ) = Σwj(h)φ (

£ /

^~

j E

) •

(85)

It will be useful to introduce the following
Notation. We will denote by & the set of all Schwartz functions on the line with
compactly supported Fourier transform.
The Tauberian lemma in question is:
Theorem 4.3. (See [2].) Suppose wj(fί), Ej(fi),E and Tζ itself satisfy all of the
following:
1. There exists a positive function ω(h), defined on an interval (O,ήo)> and a
functional #o on M, such that for all φ G f ,
Tln(ψ) = ^o(φ)ω(ft) + o(ω(h)),

Λ^ 0

(86)

(both #o and co depending on E, in general).
2. If f E 0t is non-negative, identically one near the origin and of mass one,
and if one defines Vμ > 0,
Mr) = μ-λf(r/μ)
(so that {fμ} is an approximate identity i.e. each fμ is positive, of mass one, and
fμ(r) —> δ(r) as μ-> 0), then Vc > 0 the limit

exists. Here X[-C,c] is the characteristic function of the interval [—c,c]. Moreover,
ζ£ is continuous on an interval of the form (0,ε).
3. There exists a k eZ such that fιk = Θ(ω(h)), % -> 0.
4. There exists an ε > 0 such that for every φ there is a constant Cψ such
that for all E' e[E-ε,E
+ ε]:
(87)

\T™,Λ(φ)\ ύCψω(h)

(rough uniformity in E).
5. The Wj(h) are non-negative and bounded: there exists a constant C g: 0
such that for all j and all %, 0 < h < ho:
0 ^ wj(h) ^ C .

(88)

6. The eigenvalues Ej(h) satisfy the following rough estimate: for each C\
there exist constants C2.N0 such that VA:
#{/ : Ej(h) S Cι + kh} ^ C2(h-ιk)N°

.

(89)

Define the weighted counting function by

N£c(ti)=

Σ

w/A),

\χ,(h)\ic

(90)
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where
fι)

Xj{

L

n)

= *

E

.

:

(91)

Then the conclusion is: Vc > 0,
N%c(h) = ^(c)ω(h)

+ o(ω(ft)),

Λ -* 0 .

(92)

In the present context, we wish to take

With the shown normalization, property (88) is ensured. The function ω is
ω(Λ) - h~n+ι

,

(94)

so that hypothesis 3 is automatically satisfied, while the functional #o is given by
Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 so that property (86) is true. The rough estimate on the
eigenvalues (89) is certainly true in this case, see e.g. [2]. We need to verify the
remaining assumptions 2 and 4 of the Tauberian lemma above.
Assumption 2:
- if (x,ξ) is not periodic, then
2

= / φ(t)dtje~ ' iξ[e"ηxa(η)a(η - tξ)dηdt,

(95)

— OO

that is #o is proportional to Lebesgue measure on R. Thus assumption 2 is trivially
satisfied, with 5£(c) — 2c.
- if (x, ξ) is periodic, let us only consider values of ft of the form h = j ^ . Then
we must prove that the functional
fe~lt

xξ ιtηx

e a(η)(Uιa)(η

- tξ)dηdt
(96)
/
has the required property, and the limit function if(c) is continuous. This is true
under a hypothesis of instability; this is an easy consequence of the following:
Lemma 4.4. Let us suppose that the differential d(φτ\x,ξ) of the classical flow
at time Ty and at (x, ξ) is diagonalizable over C, and has r elliptic directions
of angles θj,j = l,...,r and n — 1 — r hyperbolic directions of Liapunov angles
μk, k = 1,...,«— 1 — r, with r < n — 1. Let μ := supkμ^ Then
)(η - tξ)dηdt\ S Ce~^μ

.

(97)

Before we prove the lemma let us mention that it easily implies the required
continuity property of the functional #o
Proof Recall the interpretation of the right-hand side of (97) as a matrix coefficient
of Uι = M(S(Ty))1 in the metaplectic representation. Let (e,f) G IR", we define the
Weyl operators as:
Z(e,f)a(η) = e"^e^a(η - / ) .

(98)
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Then we have to estimate:
\J(a,U!Z(tx,tξ)a)dt\.
Under the stated assumptions one can find a linear symplectic transformation R such
that
/I
0
0
ι
R- S(Tγ)R =
0
0
\0

0
Diag(cos(θ7))
0
0
Diag(sin(#y))
0

0
0
Diag(β~^)
0
0
0

α
0
0 Diag(-sin(fl 7 ))
0
0
1
0
0 Diag(cos(0y ))
0
0

0
\
0
0
0
0
Diag(β^)/
(99)

with α e IR. It is therefore sufficient to prove the estimate for the metaplectic quantization of the above matrix. More precisely, let G : = R~ιS(Ty)R and b — b(ηo,
ηι,...9ηn-ι)9
we have:
= | (Z?,M(G/)Z(( 1,0,...,0))Z?) | .

(a9M(S(lTy))Z(tx9tξ)a)\

(100)

By (99) one sees that M(Gι)Z((l,O9...9O))
= UηoUm ... t / ^ _ P where the Um are
unitary operators acting on the variable ηt. By the Cauchy-Schwartz inequality one
easily deduces that
\(b,M(Gl)Z((l,0,.-.,0))b)\

(101)

ί

where μ = μ} — supk{μk} and

x J j I b(ηo9 f/i,..., e-^ιηj9

...)\2dη0..

dηHχ

(102)
With the notation
(103)
let us first suppose / positive. Then
lim e^ri = Cfu(ηJ90)dηj ,

(104)

/—^+00
;

so r/ ^ C β ~ τ for / large enough. If / is negative then note that
ίμ
ίμ

= Ce2 j ju( ( 2
and apply the same argument.

Iμ

(105)
D
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Finally, we need to establish the rough uniformity in E. To do that we must
ask the patient reader to go over again the proof of the asymptotic expansions of
Theorems 1.1 and 1.2. By (70) and Lemma 4.1, instead of the integral of Proposition
4.2 we must estimate integrals of the form
ιτΦ(t) iτtA

IΔ(τ) = je

(106)

e oc(t^t)dt,

1

where A = E - E ranges in a neighborhood of zero and Φ is the same phase as
before. We have to show that
IΔ(τ) = O(τ- 1 / 2 )

(107)

uniformly in A. Proceeding exactly as in the proof of Proposition 4.2 we are led to
the expression

The integral is clearly bounded in τ uniformly in A, again by the rapid decrease of
α in the second variable. We note that if A φ θ the integral is O(τ~°°).

5. Proof of the Other Results
The Weyl symbol of the operator (ψ^χξy
W$aχjq, p) = fe~ιτψlξ)(x

)ψ"x ξ^ is:
- y/2)ψlξ)(x

+ y/2)dy .

(108)

Lemma 5.1.
f

/2ϊ(^^)

(109)

The proof is immediate.
Let us define % := W%. We want next to compute
fW^^(q,p)dμL(q,p)

(110)

with dμL(q,p) — .v^f, the Liouville measure (dAq^p denotes the surface measure
ι
on the energy shell ΣE — J^" (E) induced by the Euclidean metric in the p,q
coordinates). Let us define the symplectic Fourier transform Ψa of H^a through the
formula
Ψa(q,p) = (2π)~nJira(u,v)e~ι(uq-vp)dudv
.
(Ill)
Then, with τ = l/h.
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This integral is easily evaluated by the stationary phase formula; the phase is stationary for
=x9

q

p

= ξ9

(u9υ) = λ(-VqH,VpH)

= λ(ξ,x)

(112)

with λ real. This gives:

^

^

k

ι

Ψ

O(τι/4).

i

(113)

It is well known (see e.g. [7]) that the symplectic Fourier transform of a Wigner
function of the type (108) satisfies
(114)

iPa(u,v) = (a,Z(u,v)a),
where
Z(v,w)a(y) = e-iuv/2eivya(y

- u) .

(115)

This gives immediately (as a direct computation also shows) that

fr . (q,p)dμL = -^(4πr"/2Je-"2Xie^φΓ)a(η

- tξ)dηdt

The rest of the proposition is clearly obtained from Theorem 1.2.
The proof of Corollary 1.4 is immediate by contradiction. The proof of Theorem
1.5 is obtained by taking 5^ = %\J—Δ\ the action of y by homogeneity of the
Hamiltonian reduces to the period (if E = 1).
6. The Gaussian Case and Related Poisson Formulas
In this section we will show that the leading coefficient of the asymptotic expansion
of

given by Theorem 1.3 can be explicitly computed for certain Gaussian symbols a.
We first need the lemma:
Lemma 6.1. If y has an infinitesimal Poincare section invariant by the linearized
flow and if the Poincare mapping of y has r elliptic directions of angles θj and
n — 1 — r hyperbolic ones of Liapunov exponent μ^, then one can find a symplectic
mapping R such that R~ιS(Ty)R is the matrix
/
0
0
0
0
\0

0
Diag(cos(fl7))
0
0
Diag(sin(0;))
0

0
0
Diag(β"^)
0
0
0

w
0
0 Diag(-sin(0, ))
0
0
1
0
0 Diag(cos(0/))
0
0

0
\
0
0
0
0
Diag(e^)/

(116)
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R

Let us define the Schwartz function a :=M(R)a0,

n/4

R

Lemma 6.2. a is a Gaussian. More precisely, let us write R = ( r
a\η) =

η

where ao(η) — (4π)~~ e~
n

}
-\η\D-ιC)ίA+iBrU
e
4
(4π)-^/ λ /det(^-f iB)

/2

.

J. Then:

( Π 7 )

Proof. See [13] p. 247, in particular for the definition of the square root.

D

Proposition 6.3. Under the same hypothesis as in Theorem 1.2,

( I Γ )
j

\

n

aR)h-"+^

mί)Φ
J

(118)

,

k=0

with

=i
where σy is the Masloυ index ofy. In particular if(x,ξ)
mapping fully elliptic of angles θj, j — 1... n — 1.

H

cosh(/μ*)

(119)
is periodic with a Poincare

(120)
Proof. This is a straightforward computation using, e.g., [13] p. 249. In particular
the presence of the Maslov index σy comes from the square root already mentioned,
as explained in [13] p. 239.
D
Remark. One can easily check that if we take a symbol a^ = M(R)am, where
flm(?j) = Hm(η)e~η I2 with Hm, m G JNP7"1, a Hermite polynomial, one gets in the
elliptic case the following result:

+ 6>(fti).
(121)
From this the computation for an arbitrary symbol a follows, by expanding the
symbol on the Hermite basis.
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7. Discussion of the Results
Our main theorems describe the weak asymptotics for small % of the weighted
spectral measure

_ Λ \W*φγ

(*&)l
h

(122)

on the class & of Schwartz functions with compactly supported Fourier transform.
Observe that the construction of p is covariant as (x,ξ) moves along the trajectory,
y, of the Hamilton flow of Jti?, in the sense that there is a symbol a(t) such that

where «o(0 is the image of «o by the metaplectic quantization of the differential
of the flow d(φt\Xiξ). Accordingly, the main properties of p ^ are related to the
mechanical properties of y. We wish here to explore this relationship, mainly through
the Poisson-type formulae of the previous section.
In order to simplify the formulae a little we will suppose in this section that
^sub — 0 (which is the case for example for a classical Schrodinger operator, H% =
—%2Δ + V). The formulae in the case J f ^ φ O can be easily recovered.3
The fully elliptic case. We will see that in the fully elliptic case the weighted
spectral measure is asymptotic to an analogous measure constructed from the quasimodes associated with y. Recall (see [8,4,18,15]) that one can construct quasimodes
associated to any elliptic closed trajectory, to first order. The construction can be
summarized as follows. Let y be an elliptic trajectory of energy E and let (x, ξ) £ γ.
To (x,ζ) and a symbol a we associate the vector
^
0

where a(t) = M(S(t))(a).

m

)

(123)

By Theorem 3.1 we have that for some a1
)-Et

From this we get that

o
^))

( 1 2 5 )

Therefore (Hn - E)Φ* = O(h3/2) provided that:
i) M(S(Ty))a0 = eiλa0, and
ii) λ = j - + Ink for some integer k.
Here a0 is the leading term of a and Sy the action of y. A solution to this problem is
precisely given by a = a™, m £ Έn, defined in the preceding section. Moreover such
We will also assume for simplicity that μ = 0 in (116)
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condition (see [18]):
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so (ii) is nothing but the Bohr-Sommerfeld

' + Σmjθj + σy +-Σθjjίi.

(126)

a

The computation of the constant C shows that if Φ } is normalized one has:
rn

m

(127)

Let us suppose now that y is non-degenerate on Σβ, so it belongs to a family {ys}
of elliptic trajectories indexed by their action, s, where s ranges in a neighborhood
of Sy. Let E(s) and Γ(s) denote the energy and the period of ys. Then the energies
of the quasi-modes associated with this family are

. + I V +σ Λ ^ .

(128)

Moreover it is well-known that

dE(s)

(129)

Therefore, there is a smooth function v(.s') such that
ghm _ E

=

_((2πk

+ cm)% - Sy) + ((2πk + cm)% - Sy)2v((2πk + cm)h - Sy),

(130)
where cm := Σ ( m 7 + \)®j + σy Let us define the numbers ^ ^ by the equation
(131)
Then (130) shows that, Vc > 0, as ft —» 0 and for k's such that |2πA:ft — Sy\ < eft,
one has
S ' m = ^ ^ + O(ft ) .
(132)
In other words, in a neighborhood of y one can find quasi-modes Ψ™ and energies
EQM belonging to an interval of size ft around E satisfying
HhΨΐ

= Ek£™Ψ% + O(ft 2 )

(133)

for large k(\2πkh — Sy\ < eft). On the other hand, the right-hand side of (131) is
precisely the argument of φ in the right-hand side of (121). Taking into account
(127) we can summarize as follows:
Proposition 7.1. Let y be elliptic and let Ek^(h)
functionate on the class M defined in Sect. 4,

defined by (131). Then, as
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where T is 0(%ϊ) in the weak topology. Moreover, the E Q^(fi) are asymptotic to
a

the energies of the quasi-modes Φ R in the sense of (132).
Remark. One also has a similar result for the weighted spectral measure for an
arbitrary symbol α, by decomposing a on the Hermite basis, in which case the
summation over m' would be non-trivial.
The unstable case. Let us turn now to the case where y is unstable.
Proposition 7.2. If y is fully hyperbolic then on the class M the weighted spectral
measure p^ (where aR is the Gaussian (117)) is, modulo %ϊ (also in the weak
topology), Lebesgue-continuous of the form g(λ)dλ, where

with
V2π

vTK

Proof. By the results of Sect. 6 in this case the coefficient d0 has the form:
1

=Φ(lTγ) I

(137)

By the Poisson summation formula, and using the fact that the Fourier transform
of a product is a convolution, one gets the result.
D
Remark. The formula above is, for small Liapunov exponents, a kind of "smearedout Poisson formula." As shown by (136), h(λ) —> δ(λ) as all the Liapunov exponents μk tend to 0. This shows that g(λ) has peaks around the lattice γ(2nk —
-£ -h σy) if y is not too unstable.
We would like to finish with two informal remarks:
1. No construction of quasi-modes is available in the unstable case; nevertheless
numerical computations (see [12,6,9]) show that some phenomenon of localization of eigenfunctions near unstable periodic orbits are visible. Among the main
properties of this controversial "scarring" phenomenon we point out:
- The apparent localization doesn't occur more strongly as ft goes to 0.
- This localization is more visible if the Liapunov exponents of y are small.
Our results show that the average over a band of energy of the Husimi functions
(namely KΨfeξyψJ1)]2) share some of those properties. Corollary 1.4 shows that there
is a nonzero density of eigenfunctions whose Husimi functions are actually pointwise
sensitive to the presence of periodic trajectories. The contributions to the formulas
of Theorems 1.2 and 1.4 are in accordance with the properties of scars mentioned
before:
- The fact that (x, ξ) belongs or not to a periodic trajectory doesn't affect the order
of the expansion, but rather changes the numerical leading coefficient.
- This coefficient becomes greater as μ (the highest Liapunov exponent) tends to
0.
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2. We finish by discussing the dependence of the leading coefficient do with
respect to the symbol a. The extra contribution of a hyperbolic y to the leading
term of ^ f ί ^ ) ! ^ ^ ) !
ιτ

b(a) := ΣΦ( yy^

2

is
it2

ίtη

ι

Je' ^e "φι)(U a)(η

- tξ)dηdt.

(138)

/ΦO

Let us take (x, ξ) £ y and let us suppose n — 2 (the case n > 2 can be treated
analogously). Let a$ = (4π)~ι^2e~η I2. We wish to estimate (αo, UιZ(tx,tξ)ao). First
remark that
\(a,af)\2 = JΨa(u,v)Ψaf(u,v)dudv,
(139)
where # ^ is the Wigner function of a. Moreover it is well known that
U - e,V -

Wa0 has an effective support of size 1 near the origin, since

Consider now (e,f) = bs-\- bu with bs and bu tangent vectors belonging to the stable
and unstable directions at (x, ξ). Then i^z(ej)ao w ϋ l have an effective support near
bs + bu. It is easy to see that the effective support of ifruιZ{ef)aQ won^ intersect the
one of Ψz{e,f)aQ as soon as:

or

If one remarks finally that

i.e. Ψ^ξ^)a is microlocalized around the point (x + \f%e\ ξ -f λ/ft/), one may conclude as follows:
If the ((effective support" of a is roughly of size 1 and contains the origin, then
Σι-(P{~fι—)l(ι/fχc)'^)l2
™ sensitive to the presence of y in a tubular neighborhood of y of size Vfr^rz\ in the stable direction and \/ft^ίjί in the unstable
one.
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