A TABLE TO FACILITATE THE FITTING OF
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The most useful generalization of the logistic curve is that
having the form

.4 o
(1) Y= /+e@ *Fbx+cxlagxd. . . .

In practice it will seldom be found necessary to use higher
powers of = . This equation may also be written

(2) Y=a+bxrcx?egx?

in which Y= log %ﬁ .

If we can evaluate the constant & with reasonable accuracy,
the value of Y corresponding to each observed value of ¥ can
be computed, and then the values of the coefficients 2 b ¢, and
g » in equation (1) may be obtained by fitting equation (2) as
a generalized parabola by the method of least squares.

The normal equations necessary to make this fit will be found
to be

aZx’ +bLax +cZx® +gZx® =X Y

eZx 4+ bX x? +eZx? 4 gZx® =D x Yy
aZx®* + bZ x°® +eZx*+ gZx? =X x2v

aZTx?® 4 b x* +cZx® + g x® o x3Y
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In the special case where the observations have been made
at regular intervals (that is, where the successive values of x are
in arithmetic progression) the solution of these normal equations
may be greatly simplified. We may then select an arbitrary origin
in the middle of the range of observations, so that for every
positive value of o there will be a corresponding negative value
- of equal absolute magnitude. Thus the sums of the odd powers
of x will all be zero.

If the number of observations be odd, the middle one will,
of course, be chosen for the origin, and the unit of the scale will
be the interval between successive values of & . If the number
of observations be even, the origin will be midway between the
middle pair of observations, and it will be found more convenient
to take half the interval as scale unit. In the former case,
will take all integral values between + 7 and -~ n , while in the
latter case &r may take only the odd integral values.

If we set the sums of the odd powers of & in the normal
equations equal to zero, and solve them simultaneously, we de-
rive the following formulae for the literal coefficients:

AL EY-IXZ XY ZX2 - XY ZXEEY- 2 X2
ZX4ZX°- (£ Xx2)? ZXATX-(ZX2)2

_EXNYEXLZXY-ZX®
ZXSZX:-(ZX%)*

EXYEXECEXZXD
Zx ‘_zxa_ (Zx‘)2

B G

The use of capital letters indicates that the equation has been re-
ferred to the arbitrary origin.

In these formulae the factors involving Y must be com-
puted from the observations, but those in which X alone occurs
may be tabulated for all convenient values of 7. Since Y does
not occur in the denominators at all, these may be tabulated in
the same way.
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Finally, the sign of G is determined by the direction in which
the curve approaches the asymptote & =0, and this may readily
be told by inspection. But it not intrequentiy happens that a
slight error in one of the observations may be sufficient to give
G the wrong sign. In this case the limits between which the
observations were taken must be changed, or a new value of k
must be tried, or the faulty observation must be adjusted by a
smoothing formula. It is obviously important therefore that some
means be provided for determining the sign of G before the
values of the coefficients are determined. 9 a

The conditien that G shall be negative is ZXY > 22;:;( 7
The second term in this inequality may be tabulated in the same
way. The accompanying tables show the values of the functions

IXPzx?2 Zx? mx® x*zx-(zx??
XS ZXA(ZX%)Pand ZX*+0X?

for all values of 7 from O to 25 when the number of observations
is odd and from O to 49 when they are even.

In the preparation of these tables, my thanks are due to the
Zoological Soclety of San Diego for the use of the facilities

afforded by its research department.
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