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Abstract

We consider dynamic random walks where the nearest neighbour jump rates are
determined by an underlying supercritical contact process in equilibrium. This has
previously been studied by den Hollander and dos Santos (arXiv:1209.1511). We show
the CLT for such a random walk, valid for all supercritical infection rates for the
contact process environment.
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1 Introduction

In this note we consider a random motion (X),-, in Z generated by a supercritical one
dimensional contact process ({;),~ in upper equilibrium 7. We suppose that the motion
(X¢),>o performs nearest neighbour jumps with rate depending on the local values of &:
there exist ry < oo and functions g; and ¢g_; that depend only on the spins within rq of
the origin so that for all ¢, i = +1,

P(Xiin = Xy +14|X,, &, <t) = hgi(0x,0&) + o(h)

as h — 0, where (6,0¢)(z) = {(y + ) for all =, y. By contrast, the evolution of process X
does not affect that of the contact process &.

Remark: For simplicity we take X to be a nearest neighbour random walk and also &
to be a nearest neighbour symmetric contact process. The approach and result given
here extend without difficulty to random walks whose jumps are finite range (with all
jump rates being appropriate shifts of cylinder functions of £). Equally with a bit more
care the arguments can be adapted to deal with finite range contact processes.

*Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Département de Mathématiques, Switzerland.
E-mail: thomas.mountford@epfl.ch

TInstituto de Matematica, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, R], Brazil.
E-mail: eulalia@im.ufrj.br


http://ejp.ejpecp.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1214/EJP.v20-3439
mailto:thomas.mountford@epfl.ch
mailto:eulalia@im.ufrj.br

Dynamic random walks

Using the standard notation (see Section 2), with A\ standing for the infection rate and
Ac € (0,00) for the critical parameter of the standard one dimensional contact process,
we may state our result as follows:

Theorem 1.1. For all A > ). and any non trivial (i.e. non identically zero) g; as above,
there exist © € R and a > 0 so that, ast — +o0,

X, — put
LB ON(0,1).
av/t

This result has already been shown for )\ large in the case of ry = 0, see [6] and [7], by a
nice regeneration argument. We exploit in this article the strong regeneration properties
of (£),~o but in a different way, though we also embed an i.i.d. sequence of r.v.s in our
process. To our knowledge the first central limit theorem for the contact process was
due to [5] who considered the position of the rightmost occupied site for a one sided
supercritical contact process. A beautiful alternative proof was produced by [8] (who
wrote his approach explicitly for oriented percolation). The central limit proof of [6] is in
this tradition.
We suppose that the process £ is generated by a Harris system as is usual. Details will
be supplied in the next section.
The process X is generated by a Poisson process N~ of rate M’ > | g1 ||, + || 9-1 ||
and associated i.i.d. uniform [0,1] r.v.s {U;},~: if t € N is the i’th Poisson point, then a
jump from X;_ to X;_ — 1 occurs only if U; € [0,9_1(0x,_of;_)/M'] and jumps to X;_ +1
only if U; € [1 — g1(0x,_0&—)/M’',1].
Thus, irrespective of the behaviour of (&), over a time interval I, if N¥ NI = & then
X makes no jumps over time interval I. We now fix throughout the paper M > M’.

In the following we will use the expression dynamic random walk to denote a pair
(&, X) which evolve according to these stipulated rules. We will say that a pair (£, X)
is a piecewise dynamic random walk if it evolves according to the given rules on time
intervals [;, 8;+1) with 3; increasing to infinity, but may have a global jump in the pair
(&, X) at times f;. This will be clear in Section 5.

2 A reminder on the contact process

The contact process with parameter A > 0 on a connected graph G = (V, E) is a
continuous-time Markov process (£;);>o with state space {0,1}" and generator

QF(E) = Y (F($a€) = FI©) + XD (F(8e£) — [(6)), 2.1)

zeV ecE

where f is any local function on {0,1}" and, given z € V and {y,2} € E, we define
¢w§a (b{y,z}f € {05 1}V by

_10 ifw=; _ | max(§(y),£(2)) ifw e {y, 2}
o) = ’ ¢(w) otherwise; Pyap(w) = §(w) otherwise.

Given A C V, we write (£/')¢>0 to denote the contact process started from the initial
configuration that is equal to 1 at vertices of A and 0 at other vertices. When we write
(&), with no superscript, the initial configuration will either be clear from the context or
unimportant. We often abuse notation and identify configurations ¢ € {0,1}" with the
corresponding sets {z € V : £(z) = 1}.

The contact process is a model for the spread of an infection in a population. Vertices
of the graph (sometimes referred to as sites) represent individuals. In a configuration
¢ €{0,1}V, individuals in state 1 are said to be infected, and individuals in state 0 are
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healthy. Pairs of individuals that are connected by edges in the graph are in proximity to
each other in the population. The generator (2.1) gives two types of transition for the
dynamics. First, infected individuals heal with rate 1. Second, given two individuals
in proximity so that one is infected and the other is not, with rate A\ there occurs a
transmission, as a consequence of which both individuals end up infected.

The configuration 0 € {0,1}" that is equal to zero at all vertices is a trap for (&;). For
certain choices of the underlying graph G and the parameter ), it may be the case that
the probability of the event {0 is never reached} is positive even if the process starts
from finitely many infected sites. In fact, whether or not this probability is positive does
not depend on the set of initially infected sites, as long as this set is nonempty and finite.
We say that the process survives if this probability is positive; otherwise we say that the
process dies out. Survival or not depends on the value of the parameter \. As is intuitive,
there is a value \. (depending on G) so that there is survival above ). and nonsurvival
below. Moreover, 0 < A. < oo when G is an infinite connected graph of bounded degree.

We now recall the graphical construction of the contact process and its self-duality
property. Fix a graph G = (V, E) and A > 0. We take the following family of independent
Poisson point processes on (—oo, 00):

(D*):x €V withrate 1;
(N¢):e€ E withrate \.

Let H denote a realization of all these processes. Given z,y € V, s <t, we say that z and
y are connected by an infection path in H (and write (z,s) < (y,t) in H) if there exist
times tg = s <t; < --- < t; =t and vertices o = x,x1,...,2_1 = y such that

.Dmﬁ(ti, ti+1):®forz':0,...,k—1;
.{.CCZ‘,.CCH_l}EEfOI‘iZO,...,k’—Q;
ot € N"1%ifori=1,... k—1.

Such a collection will be called a path from (z, s) to (y,t) (here and elsewhere, we drop
the dependence on H if a Harris system is given). Points of the processes (D?¥) are called
death marks and points of (N¢) are links; infection paths are thus paths that traverse
links and do not touch death marks. H is called a Harris system; we often omit the
dependence on H. For A, B CV, we write A x {s} + B x {t} if (z, s) + (y,t) for some
x € A, y € B. We analogously write A x {s} <> (y,t) and (z, s) ++ B x {t}. Finally, given
set C CV x (—o0,00), we write A x {s} +» B x {t} inside C if there is an infection path
from a point in A x {s} to a point in B x {t} which is entirely contained in C.
Given A C V, put
Sf(x) = Tax{0}es(a,0)} forx eV, t>0 (2.2)

(here and in the rest of the paper, 1 denotes the indicator function). It is well-known that
the process (£/1)i>0 = (£(H))i>0 thus obtained has the same distribution as that defined
by the infinitesimal generator (2.1). The advantage of (2.2) is that it allows us to construct
in the same probability space versions of the contact processes with all possible initial
distributions. From this joint construction, we also obtain the attractiveness property
of the contact process: if A C B C V, then ¢*(H) C ¢P(H) for all . From now on,
we always assume that the contact process is constructed from a Harris system. In
discussing dynamic random walks, it will be understood that the Poisson process NX
and associated uniform random variables also are part of the Harris system.

X Now fix A C V, t € R and a Harris system H. Let us define the dual process
(6;47]&)0§5<00 by )

EMMyY) = Li(yu—s)oAx (e} in H}-
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If A = {z}, we write (£2). This process satisfies two important properties. First, the
distribution of (fsr’t s > 0) is the same as that of a contact process with same initial
configuration. Second, it satisfies the duality equation

&' NB +# @ifand only if ANEP £ . (2.3)
In particular,
¢H(z) = 1 if and only if £ +# &, (2.4)
where (5}) is the process started from full occupancy.
Also (for A > ).) if we put &(x) = 1 if and only if {0 never dies out, then

configuration &y has the upper equilibrium distribution .

We will talk of a contact process {&,};>¢ restricted to R C V x R to mean the contact
process generated by Harris system paths that are entirely contained in R. This is
interpreted to signify that &;(z) = 0 for each (z,t) ¢ R. We remark that if Ry and R, are
disjoint, then conditional upon initial configurations, two contact processes restricted
respectively to R; and R, are independent. When necessary we use the notation ¢ or
¢4 to denote contact processes restricted to space time regions R, with A standing for
the initial configuration.

We use the suffix ¢ to denote contact processes run from time t¢.

From now on we will consider the supercritical contact process (A > A.) on the
integer lattice, V = Z with F the set of nearest neighbour edges.

We now recall classical results about the contact process on the line. The proposition
below can be found in [2] or Theorem 3.23, chapter VI of [9].

Proposition 2.1. There exists a constant ¢; € (0,00) so that for T the stopping time
equal to the first hitting time of 0 for the process, we have

1
(Z) péo (7. < OO) < —e @ > o)
C1
and )
(i%) PY(t<T<o00) < —e At
C1

for any configuration &.

One important consequence of (ii) above (indeed of the slightly weaker version when
&o has only one occupied site) is the fact that if instead of considering as occupied (at a
given time) sites whose dual survives forever, we consider sites whose dual survives to
large time ¢, then the resulting configuration has a distribution very close to equilibrium.

We have that a contact process (£7):>o has exponentially small (in ¢) chance of
surviving until time ¢ but subsequently dying out. Furthermore by considering large
deviations of the rightmost descendant r{ and leftmost descendant I (see [4] and
Theorem 3.23, of [9]), we have that

Lemma 2.2. There exists hy > 0 so that

1
P(H(t)) < —e ™!
hy
for the event H(t): £ # @ but either |{F N (z,z +1t)| < hit or [EF N (z —t,z)| < hqt, where
| - | refers to the cardinality.

Remark: The second statement in Proposition 2.1 follows at once from the first and
the above lemma.

The classical renormalization argument that compares the contact process with
supercritical oriented percolation, see for instance the proof of [9, Corollary VI.3.22]
and classical contour arguments for oriented percolation (see e.g. [1]) give the following
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Lemma 2.3. Given 3 € [0,1), v and n both strictly greater than (3, there exists constant
co so that for (& : t > 0) the contact process restricted to rectangle [0, L] x [0,T], one
has: if

(i) & has no gaps of size L

and (ii) the dual f;fm has cardinality at least L",

then the conditional probability that {&r(x) = 1 is at least

1 _ o (e2L" )

for L sufficiently large.
Similarly we arrive at
Proposition 2.4. Given finite positive K, there exists a constant c3 = c3(K) € (0,00) so

that for [ sufficiently large if ¢ is a contact process restricted to [0, K] x [0,1] so that &&
has no vacant subinterval of [0, K] of length v, then

Kl, _,
P(¢f = 0 on an interval I C [0, KI] with |I| > u] < — (e” %% 4 ¢~ l/v),
c3

In particular we have the following.
Corollary 2.5. There exists a constant ¢4 € (0,+00) so that for all n large, if x €
(—n?2",m22") and &, is a configuration with no n®/? vacant intervals on [—2n22",2n%2"],
then outside a set of probability at most n%e=° 1°g3/2(”), the configuration &, ,4+ has no
gap of size log®/?(n) within n® of .

Simple large deviations estimates for the rightmost particle for a one-sided initial
configuration give the following:
Lemma 2.6. There exists a constant c; € (0,00) so that for a given Harris system, the
chance that there is a path from (—o0,0) x (0,T) to (RT, o) x (0,T) is less than e~ 51T
forall R> -, T > 1.

We also state the following general result, which is shown through basic techniques:

Lemma 2.7. There exists a constant ¢ > 0 so that, if the contact process ¢ is in upper
equilibrium v, then for all n large

_en3/2

P(3t <2.2%" |z| < 3.2 sothat& =0 on (z,2+n%?) < - e

N | =

3 An approximate equilibrium

Consider a Harris system on Z x (—o00,0) and define ¢’ and ¢ as follows:

& (x) = 1if and only if (éj)s>0 the dual restricted to some space time region R, satisfies
some condition C,.

&(x) = 11if and only if é” survives forever. In particular € is in equilibrium .

Writing p, for the probability that ¢'(z) # £(x), it is clear that if > p, < % then &'

has a law equal to the equilibrium distribution conditioned on an event of reasonable
probability.

We now get to define R, and C, adapted to scale 2. We first fix h; the positive
constant of Lemma 2.2.

A) For |z| <n?:

R, = Z x (—t(n),0) where t(n) = log*(n)/2 and C, is the event that at time t(n),
€7 N [—n?,n) has size at least hyt(n).

B) For |z| > n?:
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R, =7Z x (—,0) and C, the condition of surviving forever.

To verify the condition

> pe < 1/2,
x

for n large, we first note that the summands for |z| > n° are zero. Secondly we have by
(i) in Proposition 2.1, and taking c; the positive constant in that statement:

Y PE(a)=1,6(2) =0) < L ((2n9 +1)e il log4<n>/z>

C
|| <n® !

which converges to zero as n tends to infinity.

For the term Y P(¢'(z) = 0,&(z) = 1) summed over |z| < n%, we apply Lemma 2.2 to
get the required bounds.

We now alter this definition for |z| > n°. The objective is to define a configuration
which is essentially the same as above but which is independent of certain rectangles of
the Harris system. The “cost" of losing the global closeness to equilibrium by changing
the values far away is small compared to the independence gained. We replace condition
B) with

B') for |z| > n?, we set ¢'(z) = 1.

It is to be noted that with this amended definition the configuration £’ is independent
of the Harris system on Z x (—o0, —t(n))

We let v(= v(n)) be the distribution of the configuration ¢ with rules given in A)
and B') above, conditioned on the event that for all € [-n?,n°)], ¢'(z) = 1 whenever £*
survives till time (n).

4 A regeneration time

The purpose of this section is to describe a regeneration time o = o(n,T’) associated
to a space and time scale 2" and a stopping time 7' (also called n order regeneration
time). We remark that stopping times in this paper will always refer to the natural
filtration of our Harris system (plus some auxiliary random variables). In this sense also,
the regeneration time will be a stopping time occurring after the stopping time 7. The
construction will be such that at time ¢ a random configuration ¢/, will be produced so
that
(i) &, has distribution v (= v(n) as in Section 3) relative to X,

(ii) with very high probability £/ (z) = &,(z) for |z — X, | < n°.

Remark: Of course given ¢/ (z) = 1 for |z — X,| > n%, we cannot have ¢, = &,. The
idea is that in subsequent evolution of a dynamic random walk (¢/, X') with X! = X,
we have X! = X, with very high probability. See Lemma 4.3.

We will suppose n is fixed and drop it from notation for our regeneration time
o=o(n,T).

The time ¢ is obtained via a series of runs. Each run will probably be aborted before
completion but if it doesn’t then, as far as evolution on a scale of 2" is concerned, the
process will start from a given distribution (which will weakly depend upon n). In the
following T will be a stopping time bounded by 23". (This can be extended to times in
[0,257] for K large but fixed.) For notational reasons we take (7, X7) to be (0,0). We
begin a run at time ¢ (for the first run ¢ = 0) by considering the joint (£, X) process on
time interval (¢, ¢+ n* 4+ log*(n)). If the run is aborted, then we try a subsequent “run" at
time ¢ + n* + log4(n) and so on until a complete run is obtained.
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A run consists of at most five stages. A (complete) run will produce o = t+n4+log4(n),
either if the first stage is a failure or if all five stages succeed, in which case we say
that the run is successful. The latter case will be good from the point of view of (ii)
above while the first case will be bad (but mercifully of small probability). If the run is
successful, then the distribution of & 141544 () shifted by X, 14 1044(,) Will be v at least
on interval (—n?,n?).

As we shall now see: the first stage should succeed with very large probability (for
T, X1 not too large as explained below). The second stage will succeed with probability
of order e=M'1°g" (") The next two will succeed with high probability (for n large), and
the fifth with a reasonable probability, each given the success of the previous stages.

e The first stage consists simply of seeing if there is a vacant gap of size n?/2 for & on
(X; — 2n22", X, + 2n%2"). If so we conclude the run and designate ¢ = t 4+ n* + log*(n).
We put X! equal to X, and &, to be a random configuration independent of the natural
Harris system for (£, X) so that shifted by X,, & has distribution v. Technically this
gives a complete run (since it has established o) but of course this case has severed any
link between ¢ and ¢’ and will be treated as a “disaster". It is however easy to see that
the chance this occurs for ¢ € [0,23"] is bounded as e="" for some universal positive
constant ¢ if our stopping time 7 is less than 23" (see Lemma 2.7). Thus the contribution
to the various integrals considered in later sections will be negligible. If there are no
n®/? gaps we describe the first stage of the run as a success.

e The second stage is a success if (recalling the notation set in the introduction) we
have
1) N¥(t+n?) — N¥(t) < Mn* and
2) NX(t +n* +1log*(n)) — NX(t +n*) = 0.

We remark that the first condition is satisfied with probability tending to one as n
becomes large, while the second condition has probability exactly e~M'log*(n) The first
condition implies that whatever the contact process might be, X moves less than Mn*
on the time interval (¢,¢+n*) and is constant on the time interval (¢t +n?*,t+n* +log*(n)).
As with subsequent stages, if this is a failure we let the process run up until time
t+nt + log4(n) in order to regain the Markov property.

e Given the second stage is a success, we pass to the next, and require that on the
interval ! (X (t +n*) — n%, X (t + n*) + n?) there be no gaps of size log®?(n) for &, ,a.

We note here that as & has no n®/2 gaps the chance of this event, given also a
successful second stage, is close to one by Corollary 2.5.

e For the fourth stage we construct ££+n4+10 g (n) according to the n level specifications
from the given Harris system shifted spatially by X (¢t + n* + log?(n)) and temporally by
t; =t +n* 4+ log*(n):

For |z| < nf, €£+n4+1og4(n)(X(t+n4+log4(n))+x) = 1ifand only if the dual £2+X (t+n" +log* (n)).tx
survives for time ¢(n) = log*(n)/2 satisfying condition C, (Sec. 3) suitably displaced.

For |z| > n® we set §£+n4+1og4(n)(X(t +n* +log*(n)) +z) = 1.

The fourth stage is successful if

§£+n4+log4(n) (I) Z gt+n4+log4(n) ($) for all xZ,

where £t+n4+10g4(n) is given by ét+n4+log4(n) (z) = 1 if and only if the dual £ survives
for time ¢(n) = log*(n)/2 (or equivalently &. is the contact process defined on the Harris
system from time ¢ + n* + log*(n)/2, starting with full occupancy). By Lemma 2.2, the
probability of success at the fourth step tends to one as n tends to infinity. Indeed, it
amounts to prove that for all |z| < n° one has ££+n4+log4(n) (X(t+n*+1log*(n)) +z) =1

1When the notation would be too clumsy, we write X (¢) instead of X&.
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whenever £o+X (t+n"+log*(n).t1 — 1 and the calculation is essentially given in Section 3. It
is to be noted that this condition relies on a Harris system disjoint from (and independent
of) the Harris systems observed in stage 2.

e Finally for the fifth stage we note that, provided that the requisite stages have been
successfully passed, the conditional chance that for every = such that | X+ — x| < n°
and €1/f+n4+10g4(n) () =1 one has

££+n4+log4(n) (l‘) = £t+n4+log4(n) (CC)

is at least 3/4 for n large, as an easy calculation using Lemma 2.3 shows. This condi-
tional probability will depend on the random configuration f£+n4+log4(n) as well as the
configuration {;,,+. Let us denote it by p(&; tnt flogh (n)7€t+n4)‘ Having introduced an
auxiliary independent uniform random variable U associated to the “run" (enlarging the
probability space if necessary), we then say that the run is (globally) a success if

€£+n4+log4(n) () = &4nitiogi(n)(z) for every z as above

4
and U < ; 3/ .
P(§t+,b4+lug4<”) 1‘Et+n4)

Using this randomization procedure we see that, conditionally on success, the dis-
tribution of & ;1 10g4(n) Shifted by X, 4 1o44(,) and restricted to the interval [—n?,n°]
coincides with v restricted to [-n?, n?].

Notation: For a stopping time 7', we let o = o(n,T) denote the end time of the first
successful run after beginning the runs at time 7"
or = inf{T+k(n*+log*(n)) : a complete run is initiated at time T+ (k—1)(n*+log*(n))}.
We say o7 is the T regeneration. We say that a disaster occurs at o if {, () # &5 ()
for some x within n° of X,,,. The arguments given above imply the following.

Lemma 4.1. There exists a positive constant ¢ so that for any initial configuration &1 at
’ 4
time T, the probability of a complete run is at least <e~M" 108" ("),

Proposition 4.2. There exists constant cg € (0,00) so that for n large and any stopping
time, T, for the filtration (F;) determined by the (¢, X) process, or, the first time for a
complete run starting at T, satisfies

Plog > T +ndeM 108" 0|5 < emeon’ g,

Moreover, the probability that there is a stopping time T < 23" such that the run
completed at or is not successful is bounded from above by e—en®?

Proof. Since each run takes an interval of time of length at most n* + log*(n) < 2n%, the
proof of the first statement follows at once from Lemma 4.1 by repeated application
of the Markov property. The second statement follows from the first and Lemma 2.7,
together with simple estimates on the Poisson process. O

The next result is crucial for our regeneration arguments as it implies that replacing
at regeneration times our configuration ¢, by a regenerated ¢/ does not change the
evolution of X, thus facilitating an i.i.d. structure for X.

Lemma 4.3. Consider two dynamic random walks (¢, X) and (¢', X') run with the same
Harris system and so that
(i) Xo = X},
(ii) &o(z) = &y (x) for |z — Xo| < n?, elsewhere &y(z) < &) (). .

Then, for a suitable positive constant cg, outside of probability e~“™ we have either
a) & has an n®/? gap within 2** of X, or
b) X,» = X!, and &4 (z) = & 4 () for |x — X,4] < 237,

n n#

EJP 20 (2015), paper 3. ejp.ejpecp.org
Page 8/17


http://dx.doi.org/10.1214/EJP.v20-3439
http://ejp.ejpecp.org/

Dynamic random walks

Proof. It is only necessary to show the inequality holding for n sufficiently large, so
in the following we will take n to be large enough that a finite number of asymptotic
inequalities hold. It suffices to consider initial configurations (&g, Xy) and (&, X{) as in
(i) and (ii) such that &, has no n3/2 gaps within 2% of X, and to find two “bad" events B;
and Bs, with appropriately small probabilities conditioned on such &, and such that if
neither B; nor B, occur, then

Epi(z) = € 4(x) forall x € [X,a — 23", X0 + 257 (4.1)

and
X = X! 4.2)

nt:

The first event, By, is simply taken as U, c|x,—24n /2, x,+24n /2] BT, where
A~ 4 A~ 4
BY = {gil;n #@, 60" NEN[Xo— 247 X + 24 = Q} . (4.3)
We clearly have BY C C7 U C3, where

cr = L&, # o, 1€00,0 (@, x +nt/2)] < hin'/2)

and 4 a4
c5 = (I n o4 nt/2)] > bt /2, €50 o = ).

The event C7 is independent of &, and by Lemma 2.2, P(C?) < h—lle‘h1"4/2. We
now remark that for n large (z,z +n?/2) C [Xo — 2%, Xy — 21| for all z in the range of
interest, and so &, will have no n3/2 vacant intervals in this interval. Also by Lemma 2.3,
P9 (CF) < e~e2mn”?/2 yniformly over z and & under the given condition of no gaps,
where P% refers to the conditional probability given &,. Therefore uniformly for all such

50
P 5 1 4
‘o (Bl) < (24n + 1) <602h1n A hi 67h1n /2>

which is less than %e‘"Q for n large.
As for the second bad event, its complement B is given by

B ={X. = X,u € [Xo—n",Xo+n"]}. (4.4)

Before estimating P (B,) uniformly over &, as above, notice that the desired prop-
erties (4.1), (4.2) hold on Bf N BS. This is automatic for (4.2). On the other hand, (4.1)
follows from (4.3) and (4.4) once we take (ii) into account.

First we have by simple tail estimates for Poisson random variables,

Po( sup (|1 X, — Xo| VXL — X}|) > nP) < e
0<s<n*

for some strictly positive ¢ depending on M’ but not on n. So it remains to argue that

X,+ and X/, must be equal with very large probability. To do this it will suffice to show
that (outside a set of very small probability),

£(x) = & (x) forall 0 < s <n?, forall z € [Xo —n® —ro, Xo + n® + 7] (4.5)

where 7, was defined in the first paragraph. We divide up [Xo — n°, Xy +n°) into disjoint
intervals {I;};c of cardinality n°. Let the collection of indices of intervals entirely to
the left of [Xy — n® — 1y, Xo +n° + ro] be J,, while J, denotes the collection of indices
for intervals entirely to the right. For any ¢ € J, let D; be the event that there is a path
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from (x,0) to some (y,n*) entirely contained in space time rectangle I; x [0, n*] for some
x with &y(x) = & (z) = 1. We note first that the events D; are conditionally independent
given &, and that by our restriction on the size of gaps for £, we have that given &, each
D; has a conditional probability bounded away from zero in a way that depends on A but
not on n. From this it follows that uniformly over &, without n3/? gaps as above, we have

P% (Mies, D) + P (Nics, D§) < e

But (4.5) holds at once on the set U;c 5, D; N U;c s, D;, and we are done. O

5 Existence of normalizing constants

In this section we wish to use our coupling time to establish the existence of ;1 and a so
thatas n — oo

Xon 1
E ( 21 ) — p and oo E(Xpn — 2"1)? = o’

Considering (£/, X') associated to a regeneration time o = o(n,T’) for ' = 0 as in the
previous section, and v = v(n) the measure defined in Section 3 we will need:

Lemma 5.1. There exists a constant ¢,y < oo so that for all n,

Xon vy [ Xan cronSeM 1og" (n)

Proof. Let 0 = o(n,0) be the n order regeneration time for time 0 and X’ the dynamic
random walk resulting from o. Let D denote the event that either
() o > n8eM'log"(n) op
(i) Xoyor — Xy # X on — X/
By Lemmas 4.3 and 2.7 and Proposition 4.2 we have that P(D) < e=en®? 4 emesn’ 4 g—con®
But

B (Xp) — BY™ (Xan) | = |E(Xn) — E (X} 90 — X)|

< E(|Xaon — (Xpyon — Xo)[1pe) + E (| Xon — (Xlinn — X0) [1p).

The first term is bounded by E (NX(nSeM1°g4(")) + NX(2n 4 pSeMlog*(n)) _ NX(2")),

which is 2M'n8eM 108" (") For the term containing 1 we use the Cauchy Schwarz
inequality to conclude the proof. O

Lemma 5.2. There exists a constant c;; < oo so that for all n,

Xon Xont1 crindeM ' log*(n)

B(2) - (550)1 < 2t
Proof. We begin by now taking & = o(n,2") to be the regeneration time after 2", and
argue as in the proof of Lemma 5.1, where we now take the event D that either
(i) 5 — 2" > nSeM log" () or
(i) Xsyon — X5 # Xj o0 — X5,
As in the proof of Lemma 5.1, D has a very small probability. Proceeding then as in that
proof, and since E(X}_,. — X%) = EY("(X,.) we can write

EXonii = EXon + E(Xg, — Xgn) + E(X&Jrzn — X(}) + E(X2n+1 — X5-+2n)
= 2EXyn + O(neM 105" M) L B(X; — Xon) + E(Xont1 — Xs490)
— 2EXyn + O(nSeM/ log4(n))

where in the second equality, we have also used Lemma 5.1. From this the lemma
follows. O
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This immediately begets
Corollary 5.3. There exists y € (—00,00) so that

lim B(Xz) =

n—o00 on

Remark: It is not difficult to see that F(X;/t) converges to u, see for instance the
proof of Lemma 5.8.

2
We now look for a bound for £ ( A — u) )

. E(Xon

As we have seen = lim,, ( 2 ) exists. Furthermore by Lemma 5.1 for
EV(")(X27L) c10n pM log (n)

fin = —5i—> we have [, — M|< T .

Given a dynamic random walk (£, X) and a scale n, we define a sequence of renewal
points ;, i > 1 as follows: let 3y = o(0), the regeneration time for the stopping time 0.
Subsequently for i > 1, we define ;41 so that ;11 — f3; is the regeneration time for the
stopping time 2" for the dynamic random walk (£%, X?) so that
(i) (&%, X?) is generated by the Harris system temporally shifted by f;;

(ii) for [z — X} 5| <n® & (x) = (6}, s (¢); elsewhere & (z) = 1;
(ii1) Xé—H = Xéiﬂ*/ﬁi'

We wish to only deal with “good" i, where we say that ¢ is good ifall 0 < 5 < ¢ are
good and if
(@) Biy1 — Bi < 2 + nBeM T’ (n)

() NX(3;) — NX(B;_1) < 2n?2", where for notational completeness, we take 3, = 0 and
(€%, X0) to be the original dynamic random walk (£, X).

Setting S = inf {z i is not good}, we define the random variables Z;, i > 1 by
eforj<S, Zj=X} 5 —Xi
o for j > S, Z; are taken from an independent i.i.d. sequence of random variables with
the distribution that of Z; conditioned on 1 being good.

We note that unless a disaster occurs at some stage 3; (i.e. € (x) # 57;1 () for

some z within n” of Xj ! ) we have for each i, ¢l > £g,. Thus we have via Proposmon
4.2 and Lemmas 4.3 ajnd 2 7 and snnple estlmate w1th the P01sson distribution, that
outside a set of probability 2" (e~ 2 gmesn® 4 gmen® 4 p—con” ), for some ¢ > 0 that
depends on M’, all + < 2™ are good and for such : we have

— X5, = Z 7.

22n

Take R to be the integer part of — 2 and let us define

on 4 p8eM’ logt(n)

R R
Y22" :Xﬁl + ZZJ + (X22n _XﬂR+1) EZZJ+Fn

j=1

As noted, outside probability 2"(6*5"3/2 + e’ pemen® 4 e*cﬁns), Yo2n = Xoon.
Now, by techniques already employed for Lemma 5.1, it is easy to see that for suitable
universal ¢35, we have

‘E(Zl) . 2nu| < 012n8€M/ log*(n)
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and so we may write (with Z j’ equal to Z; minus its expectation)

R
Yoo = 2= > Zj + F),

Jj=1

where E((F.)%) < cn'6¢2M o' (m)92n for universal c. From this and the obvious bound
E(Z3) < é2*™ we obtain, for some universal C, that

E(Yazn — 2%"pu)? < C2°™.
We finally use the elementary identity
E(Xgen —2%'0)% = E(Ygzn —22"11)? + B (((Xg2n — 2°"11)* = (Yaon — 2°"11)*) Ix 0 £,20 )
and Cauchy Schwarz to conclude

Lemma 5.4. There exists universal constant cy3 so that for all positive integer n,
E((Xg2n — 22711)%) < 15237,
We can now prove

Proposition 5.5. For X as defined above, there exists a € (0,00) so that asn — oo
Xon S

Proof. The proof that the limit is strictly positive is given below in Proposition 5.7. For
the existence, we write as before Xyn11 — 2" as (Xon —2"p) + Y] + Z; + Yo, where Y is
the increment of X over time [27, 0] with 0 = o(n, 2") being the time of the regeneration
after time 2". Z; = X ,. — X — E(X/_ 5. — X) and Y3 is defined via the above equality.
Then we have

B(Xgrr — 20" = B((Xar —2'0) + B(Z2) + 2B((Xr — 2°0)22)
+ E((Y1+Y2)?) +2E((Y1 + Y2) Z1)
£ 2B((V 4+ Y2)(Xan - 2').

By our choice of Z; we have 2E((Xon — 2"u)Z;) = 0, while by Cauchy Schwarz and
Lemma 5.2 we have, for n large, (and some finite K not depending on n)

IE(Y1 +Y2)?) 4+ 2E((Y1 + Y2)Z1) + 2E((Y1 + Ya)(Xan — 27p))| < K25 neM los"(n)

It simply remains to check that (increasing K if necessary) |[EZ2 — E((Xan — 2"u)?)| <
’ 4 n
KnBeM'1og"(M9% to see that

B((Xyr — 2771 0)%) = 2B((Xan — 20)%)| < 2% pSeM " lox' (), 5.1)
from which we obtain the existence of limit of 27" E((Xa» — 2”u)2). O
We now adapt the previous argument to give bounds on F((Xan+1 — 2”+1u)4).
As before we write
Xont1 — 2" = Xon — 2"+ Y1+ 21+ Yo = Xon — 2"u+ 7, + Y.
So we can write (Xou+1 — 2"+1)" as

(Xon — 2" 1) + Z1 4+ 6(Xan — 2" 1) Z2 + 423 (Xon — 27 p1) + 421 (Xon — 270)° + W,
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where the random variable W is defined by the above equality. Now E(Z;(Xan — 2"p)°) =
0and E((Xan — 271)°Z2) = E((Xon — 2"0)*)E(Z2) = 2204 (1+0(1)), while | E(Z3(Xn —
2'0))| = |EZ3||E(Xan — 2°0)| < (EZ$) | B(Xan — 2")| < (EZE)* KnbeM 5" on
the other hand,

E(W) = E(YH 4+ 6E(Y?V?) +4E(Y3V) +4B(YV?)
for V.= Xon» —2"u+ Z;. Using Holder’s inequality, we see that
BOW) < K(BY' (B — 2+ (B2 + (BYH1).
In the same way we have
B(Zi) < B ((Xar —2'w)") (1 + 2[2)

E[(Xan —2"p)*)

for some universal finite K. Putting all together and setting V,, = ——*57—" we see
that,
v, K ol Vn3/4 & M lowd(n K n32e4M' log*(n)
V”‘HS7(1+W)+GZ(1+0(1))+2n/2+2Kn6 g7 ( )+W7

so that V,, satisfies the simpler recursion

Vi K’
Vi1 < 7(1 + W) + K,

for suitable constant K’, and we get

Lemma 5.6. For the process X and i as in Corollary 5.3

E(Xon — 2704
Sup#<m.

We now wish to prove that « is strictly positive.
Proposition 5.7. The constant a defined above is strictly positive.

Proof. In the proof of Proposition 5.5 (see (5.1)) we showed that

X n X n ’

2E (( 272L++11 - M)2) =2 (( 22 - u)2> + O(nSeM'los" (mg=n/4),
Given this, we see at once that it suffices to show that there exists 8 < 1/4 so that for
each ng there exists ny > ng so that

E ((Xgn — 2" p)?) > 2m (=0,

To do this we introduce a new regeneration time ¢’ similar to the regeneration time
of order n but with two additional stages added into the “runs". We first choose a
j € {—1,1} so that ||gj||.c # 0. Without loss of generality this will be j = 1. We define
a run beginning at a Markov time ¢ . If the first five stages are successful then at time
t +n* +log*(n) the process ¢ (relative to X) is in approximate equilibrium, v(n) at least
close to X. So we have with b2 (> 0) probability that g; > by on the configuration ¢ shifted
by X.

The sixth and seventh stages are motivated by a desire to create a “regeneration
time" o’ so that the distribution of £ relative to position X is (essentially) the same
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irrespective of whether X has advanced by zero or by one during a certain time interval.
This will add uncertainty into the system thus increasing the “variance".

The primary sixth stage event is that on time interval [t + n* + 10g4(n),
t +n* +log*(n) 4 1], we have that either N is constant or increases by one, and the
uniform random variable associated to the single Poisson point is in [1 — by /M’, 1].

Thus on this event during time interval [t + n* +log*(n),t +n* +log*(n) 4+ 1], X either
advances by one or stays fixed. Our task is to show that the process will forget which.

To this end, we also require that on this time interval there is no point in N*¥ where
one of {z,y} is in [X(t + n* + log*(n)) — 7o, X (t + n* + log*(n)) + 7] and the other is
outside. We also require that N¥ is constant on the time interval [t + n* + log*(n) +
1,t 4+ n* 4+ log*(n) + 1 + log*(n)], and that at time # 4+ n* 4 log*(n) + 1, the process ¢ has
no log®*(n) gaps on the interval [X ({(t,n)) — n?, X (£(t,n)) + n°], where we write (for
shortness) #(t,n) “ ¢ + n* + 2log*(n) + 1.

Then we define a configuration 'yé( tm) @S with our definition of o:

For |[x — X (t + ni‘ + log*(n) + 1)| < n® we choose C, to be the condition that at time
log*(n)/2, the dual £**(t™) has at least h; log*(n)/2 occupied sites in the spatial interval
[X(t+n* +log*(n) + 1) — n?, X(t + n* +log*(n) + 1) + n?].

We require that for no = in the above interval do we have ff”’f(t’”) survives for time
log*(n)/2 but 7%(75,71) (x)=0.

Finally, for the seventh stage we simply introduce (just as in stage 4 for ¢) an auxiliary
uniform random variable U. We can show via simple arguments that “Y£~( tm) = &i(t,n) ON
[X(t(t,n)) — n® X ({(t,n)) + n°] with probability ¢ = 9(Vi(4.ny> €i(e.ny) Which will be at
least 3.

The last stage (and hence the “run") will be a success if this occurs and if U < %.

Then relative to X (t +n* +log*(n) + 1) = X (t + n* 4 2log*(n) + 1) (and independently
of X(t+n* +log*(n) + 1) — X(t + n* + log*(n)) we have that {x ;4 n11210g4(n)+1) DS
distribution v = v(n).

As before we produce mostly failures but will with high probability produce a success
before time 2"/9. We then let the process restart the series of runs and continue. It is
the easy to see that for n large

E ((X2n o Qnu)2) > 2n7/8.
By the first paragraph this concludes the proof. O

We finish this section with a technical result

Lemma 5.8. There exists a constant c;3 so that for all n,

sup E ((Xt — t,u)Q) S 61327)’.
t<2m

Proof. We need only consider ¢t € (27~1,27). If t € (271,271 4 2.2"/4), it is easy to see
that E ((X; — tu)?) < K2" for universal K so we need only treat ¢ € (2"~ +2.27/4 27).
In this case we can find n — 1 = n; > ng > ... > n, so thatn, > n/4 — 1 and

t— > 2™ e (2m/4/4,2274).
k=1

Given these n;, we construct regeneration times o and processes (¥, X*) in the manner
used in the proof of Lemma 5.4 so that
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(i) process (£°, X0) is our given dynamic random walk (&, X),

(ii) for k > 1, oy, is the ny order regeneration for process (fk‘l, Xk‘l) after o, _1+2™—1
(replacing og + 2™ by 0 if £ = 1).
The resulting process ((£F71)., (X*71)))s>,, is written (&%, X*).

We introduce the following notation:
V;‘ = Xi_l(U'i) — Xi_l(o’i,1 + 2’%71) — (O’i — 0j—1 — 2/’”*1)”7 1= 1, 2, e, T,
Y; = Xi(o;+2") — X¥oy) — 2%p, i=1,2,...,m,
(where we again take oy + 2"° as zero) and
Z =Xi—tp—>Y, ,(Vi+Y;).

It is not necessary in the definition of Z to assume that o, + 2" is less than ¢, though
the probability that it is not will be less than e=con’ /4 for large (see Proposition 4.2).
Furtherlet W = >, _, V;. Then we have that

E((X;—tw?) = E <(Z Y+ W+ Z)2> <3FE ((Z Y;)?> +3E(W?) + 3E(Z?).
k=1 k=1

It is easily seen that for some K universal E(W?) and E(Z?) are both bounded by K2"/2.
For the other part of the bound, recall that by Proposition 5.5 we have that for n large
(and hence n/4 — 1 large), for each ¢

B(Y?) < 22™a?.

It then follows by Minkowski inequality

T n—1 2
E ((Z 1@)2> < 202 (Z zi/2> < K2l
k=1 =1
O

Corollary 5.9. The statement in Lemma 5.8 applies as well for the dynamic random
walk (£, X) assumed to start with ¢ distributed as v(n) and X, = 0.

Proof. Indeed it remains to notice that the same proof works, while the only difference
regards the process (£°, X°) in the first step of the above proof. O

Proposition 5.10. Consider a process (X,+ — Xo — tjt),.o. Where o is an n order
regeneration time. For each v > 0, there exists ¢, > 0 so that for all n large

n(1+7v)
2

P(sup |Xoqs — Xo —sp| > 2 )
s<2n
n 1 2 (147) 1 —n
< 2P(|Xoran = Xp — 2] > 52804) < —27m,
Cy

n(1+v)

Proof. Let T = inf{s > 0: |X,4s — X, —sp| > 2 =2} A2". This is a stopping time for
the Harris system filtration. If 2" — T' < n%™ 18" (") then there is hardly anything to
prove and so we suppose otherwise. At time 7' we begin runs concluding in an n order
regeneration 0. We put Z = X}, — X/ — (2" — o)u and define random variable W by

Xon =2"u = (Xr —Tp) + (Xo —X7)— (0 —T)) + Z + W,

S0
[Xon = 2] 2 |Xr = Tu| — [(Xo = X7) = (0 =T)u| — |Z] — [W],

n(1+~)
Pl

— |(Xo = Xr) = (0 =T)p| = |Z] — [W|.
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By elementary bounds on regeneration times and Poisson process tail probabilities and
3
Proposition 4.2, we have that outside probability 2e=“" for n large

n(1+~)
2

(Xo — X7) = (0 = T)p| < MnPeM e << 9

Secondly, given information up to 7, the term Z is equal in distribution to X, — su
for s = 2" — o where the (£, X) process begins with ¢ in distribution v(n) at least when
restricted to the sites within n° of X, = 0. We may then apply Corollary 5.9 to see that
for suitable universal constant K

n(1+v)

PQZ|22 : /Q < Ko, (5.2)

Thus we obtain (at least for large n), using the usual bounds as before for the probability
that the random variable W is zero,
n(1+~)
P(sup |Xoqs — Xo—sp|>2"2)
s<2n
n(1+v)

S 2P(|X2n — 2n’U,| 2 2 2 /4:)7

and we are done. O

6 Proof of Theorem 1.1

Given this we can establish our invariance principle. We consider 2" < ¢t < 2"t! and
choose scale 22 (118 = 2™ for 0 < § < 1. We can apply Proposition 4.2 to show that if
we define n; order regeneration times o, recursively, as with the proof of Lemma 5.4, so
that o}, is the time of the first regeneration for process (¢¥~!, X¥~1) after starting runs
at time o1 + 2™, and

( k X;ck) — (fk_l, Xk—l)/

oK

then we have with high probability that for all o < ¢ that
X0k+2n1 - XU}« = X§k+2"1 - Xclrck'

We decompose the motion (X,),_, into its increments over an alternating series of
intervals I, Ji, I, Jo, - - -, where I}, = [ok—1 + 2", 0] for ny regeneration times oy, and
Jip = [Uk,O'k + 2"1].

We have that oy, > ¢ for k = ko = [

ont
k:m:4——L——+

ony +n861\1’ logd(n)
Thus via the usual invariance principle and Berry Esseen bounds (see e.g. [2]) we have
(X, yam1 —Xo, —p2"1)

CN) il = 2 N(0,0?),
B, (Xoytam —Xo, —p2") D N(0,a?),

Vit
and .
© W: < supy, <y, ‘Zk/:k-l S _\/)z(%_2 SN
Furthermore we have that with probability tending to 1 at n — oo (with the usual
convention for og + 2™):

} and (outside very small probability) o, < t for

k?() n ﬂ
th déf Z (ch - Xﬂ'k—1+2k - (Jk — Og—1+2 I)M < 2Kn8€M/ log*(n) 2" nz ,
k=1 \/f? a 2z
which then tends to zero as n — .
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Furthermore by Proposition 5.10 we have for k; = sup{k : o < t}, that with probability
that tends to one as n — oo

d
W3 = sup

Oy S8<0g, +271

n(1+8)(1+v)
(XS - X‘Tkz - (5 - O—kZ)ILL‘ < 2 4 < 9ne

23

for 7(1+6)2(1+7) <lande=1- 7(1+6)2(1+7).

Then we have

< W+ Wh4+ W2,

k
Xt — tu _ i: (Xﬂk+2”1 _ X(Tk — 2n1’u)
i & Vi

and the desired convergence follows. O
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