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Abstract

We present a complete characterization of the asymptotic behaviour of a correlated
Bernoulli sequence that depends on the parameter ¢ € [0,1). A martingale theory
based approach allows us to prove versions of the law of large numbers, quadratic
strong law, law of iterated logarithm, almost sure central limit theorem and functional
central limit theorem, in the case # < 1/2. For # > 1/2, we obtain a strong convergence
to a non-degenerated random variable, including a central limit theorem and a law of
iterated logarithm for the fluctuations.
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1 Introduction

The asymptotics for the success rate of a Bernoulli sequence is a pretty well known
subject matter in probability and statistics. Its intuitive character and great applicability
made it quite popular in the scientific community and rather useful for modelling
problems on different areas.

Since the independent case has already been well studied, many works have consid-
ered some dependence structure on the source. A particularly interesting case arises
when the probability of success depends on the number (or rate) of previous successes.
In this sense, we refer to the earliest works [16, 18], in which the authors deal with the
probability distribution of random variables with this kind of structure.

By following the approach of looking to the previous success rate to determine the
next step’s probability distribution, the present paper considers a generalization of the
binomial distribution proposed in [6]. In this case, for n > 0, the associated random
variable S,, counts the number of successes in a correlated Bernoulli sequence, denoted
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Characterization of a correlated Bernoulli process

by {X,,,n > 1} and with conditional probabilities given, for some parameter 0 < 6 < 1,
by

Sn

where S, = X; + Xs+---+ X, at time n > 1, and X, is distributed as a Bernoulli random
variable with parameter 0 < a < 1. In this sense, we may imagine that S,, represents
the number of infected individuals in a population and each person is infected with
a probability that depends on previous contagious; or {X,,n > 1} represents binary
opinions and each individual can be influenced by previous opinions. In addition, from
a technical point of view, success probabilities at time n > 0 are a weighting of the
previous rate of successes and the fixed probability p.

In the case o = p, it is possible (as we can see in [13]) to show that E(X,) = p and
E(S,) = np, for any n > 1, and the limiting behaviour of S,, depends on the parameter 6,
in the sense that we could have under or over dispersion, as follows:

% L if 0 <1/2,
E(S, — np)? ~ p(1 —p)nlog(n) , if 6 =1/2, (1.2)
p(l—pn*
G i@ " 0>1/2.

At this same work, author also proves versions of the central limit theorem in the regions
6 < 1/2. Later, versions of the law of iterated logarithm were demonstrated in [14].
Moreover, it was proven in [13] that in the case § > 1/2, the number of successes
Sy, properly centered and normalized, converges almost surely to a non-degenerated
random variable L, for which it is possible to compute the first and second moments. In
fact, the papers [5, 13] discussed some evidence that L must be not normally distributed.
Also at this region, for finite values of n, the random variable S,, could be bimodal, as
showed in [5].

In this paper we propose a detailed asymptotic analysis of the random variable S,,,
for which is possible to prove the functional central limit theorem, the almost sure
central limit theorem, the law of iterated logarithm and the convergence of moments
in the regions § < 1/2. In addition, for § > 1/2, we obtain a strong convergence to
a non-degenerated random variable, showing a dependence of its moments on the
initial probability a. Moreover, we include a central limit theorem and a law of iterated
logarithm for the fluctuations.

It should be emphasized that this correlated Bernoulli sequence is related to the
minimal random walk (MRW) introduced in [15], which is a unidirectional random walk
(moving one unit forward or staying in the same position at each time). In such model,
the distribution of the current movement of the walker depends conditionally on the
observed movement at a uniformly chosen time from the past. If at such time there was
no movement then the conditional distribution is Bernoulli with parameter ¢ € (0,1). On
the other hand, if there was a movement, the conditional distribution is also Bernoulli
but with parameter r € (0,1). Consequently, the position of the MRW is governed by the
conditional probabilities in (1.1), with p = ﬁhq and 0 =r —q.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The next section states the main results.
We finish the paper in Section 3, which is dedicated to the proofs.

2 Main results

This section presents the main results of this work. Namely we state a collection of
limiting theorems for the number of successes (.5,,) on the correlated Bernoulli process
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conducted by (1.1).
Our first result deals with the whole range of parameter 6, and shows the almost sure
convergence of the successes rate to the fixed probability p.

Theorem 2.1. Forall § € [0,1),

lim & =p a.s. 2.1)

n—oo N

In what follows, we define a quantity that will appear a number of times along the
paper. Namely
2 _p(l—p)
T
At the 0 < 1/2 setting, we provide the following limit theorem:
Theorem 2.2.If 0 < 0 < 1/2, then, as n — o

i) We have the distributional convergence in D([0, co[) the Skorokhod space of right-
continuous functions with left-hand limits,

Sin

V(P - p)t20) = (Wit > 0), (2.2)
[nt]

where — stands for convergence in distribution, and (Wt,t > 0) is a real-

valued centered Gaussian process starting at the origin with covariance given

0—1
by E[W,W;] = % ﬁ’e(t) , for all 0 < s < t. In particular,

V(22 p) = N (0.02).

ii) We have the following almost sure convergence of empirical measures
1 i L 1 =G a.s (2.3
lognkilk‘ {\/E(skap)} S., .3)

where ¢ is the Dirac measure, and G is the Gaussian measure N (0, 012) 9).

iii) We obtain the law of iterated logarithm

Sn — 1P —1 as. (2.4)

lim sup +
n—oo \/2012))071 log log (n)

iv) For all integer m > 1, we have the following almost sure convergence

n m o g2mom)!
1 ka71 (Sk p) N M a.s. (2.5)

!
logn Pt k 2mm|

We continue by displaying the corresponding asymptotic analysis at the critical value
0=1/2.
Theorem 2.3. If § = 1/2, then, as n — oo, we have

i) The distributional convergence in D([0, co]),

n (S“”Jf)wo — (p(1 — p)By,t > 0) (2.6)
log n I_ntj p),t= b p tyl Z ) .
where (Bt,t > 0) is a standard Brownian motion. In particular,

i (5 —2) = N (0.1 =p).
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ii) The almost sure central limit theorem

1 -~ 1
loglogngklogké{\/%(%—p)} =G as, (2.7)

where G is the Gaussian measure N (0, p(1 — p)).
iii) The law of iterated logarithm

Sn —np

lim sup + =1 a.s. (2.8)

n—oo  1/2p(1 —p)-n-logn -loglog(logn)

iv) For all integer m > 1, we have the almost sure convergence

1 n 1 m—+1 _— Sk 2m [p(l . p)]m(Zm)'
loglogn kZZQ (k log k) K (k B p) - M) a.s. (2.9)

Finally, at the last setting we have the following limit results, whose deductions are
technically more complex.

Theorem 2.4.If 0 > 1/2, as n — oo

i) We have the almost sure convergence,

(o)) = ()

where L is a non-degenerated random variable such that

o+ (a—p)(1 - 4p) +p (522)

o —Dp 2
E[L]| = ——— E[L"] = 2.11
=G+ 2nd EIL] T(20 + 1) ’ (2.11)
ii) The Gaussian fluctuations hold
1 —
Vn2o—1 (n1—9 (Sn _p> — L) — N (0, p72(9 ?) (2.12)
n _

iii) We obtain the law of iterated logarithms for fluctuations

lim sup + e OLH(% _p> _ L) _ U= (2.13)

n—o0 Vl1oglogn N 20 — 1

3 Proofs

The proofs are based on the papers [3, 9, 10, 12]. First of all, we construct a
martingale associated to S,,. Denote by (F,) the increasing sequence of o-algebras
Fn=0(Xy,...,X,). We have from (1.1) that

Sn
E[Xpt1|Fn] = 0? +w as, (3.1)
where w := (1 — 0)p. Hence
E[Sp+1]|Fr] = Sn +w  as., (3.2)

where v, = 1+ %. Which leads us to base the asymptotic analysis of (.5,,) on the sequence
(M,,), given by My = 0 and for n > 1 by

M, = a,S, —wA,, (3.3)
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where the sequence (a,,) is given by a; = 1 and for n > 2 as

= T(n)T(O+1) T(1+6)
_ —1 _ N
ap = kl;[lvk = 10 > (3.4)

where I' stands for the Euler gamma function. Moreover, the sequence (A4,,) is given by
Ap=0andforn>1las A, = ZZ:1 ay. Additionally, we observe from (3.2) and (3.3) that
almost surely

E[Mn+1|]:n] = Gp+1 (’YnSn + (.d) - WAn-‘rl = anSy — WATL = M,.

Thus, (M,,) is a discrete time martingale with respect to the filtration (F,,). From the
definition of the proposed martingale given in (3.3), we observe that

AMn =M, —-M,_1=a, (Sn - PYnflsnfl - (U) = ané-'ru (3.5)

where ¢ = X; — E[X;] = X; — « and by (3.2) we get that, for all n > 1,
&nt1 = Snt1 — E[Sn+1]|Fn] = Sn+1 — (w + 7,.Sn), which leads to

M, =" aréy. (3.6)
k=1

Furthermore, note that almost surely &,.1 = X,y1 — E[X,4+1]|F,] and
E[XF ||F,] = E[X,,41|F,)], for all k > 1. From this and (3.1), we find for k > 2 that,
k—2 j+1 k
k A S’ S
E[£) 1| Fn] = —1)/ 92" —1)F (k-1 g
eheakml =3 () (w2 ) w ity (w0 as

=0 M

that implies that

supE [¢F 1| F,] < oo, as., (3.7)
n>0

because E[X,,;+1|F,] < 1, almost surely. In particular,

E [, |F] = (96;: + w) (1 — (9% + w)) , a.s. (3.8)

Hence, by analysing the polynomial p(z) := x — 22 we have that

supE [€2 1] F,] < 1/4, as. (3.9)
n>0
On the same line,

2 3 4
B¢, 41| Fn] = (w+9sn> —4(w+95n> +6(w+95n> —3<w+95n> , a.s.
n n n n

By maximizing the polynomial p(z) = x — 422 + 62® — 32*, we conclude that

supE [€1,1]F,] < 1/12, as. (3.10)
n>0
Moreover, the predictable quadratic variation of (M,,) satisfies, for all n > 1, that

(M)n, =Y B[AM|Fp_1] = O(vy), (3.11)
k=1

where v,, = 22:1 a. Then via standard results on the asymptotic of the gamma function,
we conclude that, as n goes to infinity, it holds that
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1. If < 1/2 then

lim = . (3.12)

2. If  =1/2 then
lim = —. (3.13)

3. If 0 > 1/2 then, from (3.4) it is possible to deduce that (v,,) converges into a finite
value, more precisely

, L& PO+ DO(k+1)\ 1 1 1
nlgréo”"_;< Lk+60+1) =3P gy gy i) (3.14)

where the above limit is the generalized hypergeometric function.

3.1 Proof of Theorem 2.1
First, note that

n—1 n—1 n—1
1 1 0 k+0 1-46
w0 g) - (G) - 0-i5) e
k=1 k=1 k=1

1-90
Moreover since 0 < § < 1, we clearly have that that Z m = 0o, which implies that
k=1

lim,, o0 % = 0. It follows that (-1-) is non increasing. Now, note that, for all n > 1,

nan

£n+1 = Sn + Xn+1 - E[Sn|]:n] - E[Xn—&-1|‘/—'vn} = Xn+1 - E[Xn+1|]:n]

Since X,, € {0,1}, we have that |{,+1] < 1. Additionally, let (N,,) be the sequence
defined, for alln > 1, by N,, = %. Since (M,,) is a martingale, it is straightfor-

ward that (N,,) is a martingale difference sequence. Furthermore, (3.9) implies that

1 o0
Z]E[Nﬂfj,l] < Z @ < oo0. From Theorem 2.17 in [11], ZNj converges almost
j=1 j=1 j=1
surely. An application of Kronecker’s lemma together with the fact that na,, — oo let us
find that

R 1
AM; = —M, — 0 a.s.
T nay,

NGy, “
j=

Since

Ao L~ byt for 0 € [0, 1), we get that

. A 1
lim =—.
n—oona, 1—40

Finally, by remembering that w = (1 — 6)p, we conclude that

lim (anSn — wA,) = lim (S” —p> =0 a.s.

n—00 NGy, n—oo \ N

3.2 Proof of Theorem 2.2
To prove (i), from (3.8) and the definition in (3.11), we get that
= 2 Sk 2513
(M), =a(l—a)+ kz:lak_H [w(l —w) + 9?(1 —2w) —46 kQ] .
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Now, recalling that w = (1 — 0)p, we use Toeplitz lemma to find that

(M) (1 +0) 2 2
nh—>H:>lo T = 195 (w(l —w) +6(1 —2w)p — 6°p?)
I%(1+0)
= 1— —_— .
p(l=p)——5, 2as

Therefore, by applying the functional central limit theorem for martingales, given in
Theorem 2.5 of [8], we obtain that

1 r2(1+ G)tl’%

n—oo

In order to prove Lindeberg’s condition, from (3.10) note that for any € > 0 that

n

1 S 2 1 4
nl—20 ZE[AMkH{\AMHMan—?"}‘]:’“_1] = n2(1-20) -2 ZE[AMka—l]
k=1 k=1
n

1 - 4 4 1 4
Sm};akEKk‘fk—l] < W;ak'

. nzafb 2 . s 1 n 4
Therefore, since —z= — (1 —20)° as n — oo implies that —= >, _, aj converges to

r(e+1)*

1—29—+ We obtain that

n

1 . o
— D E[AMT . s evmr=smy | Fre-1] = 0 as n — oo in probability.
k=1

Then, we conclude that for all ¢t > 0 and for any € > 0,

[nt)

1 2
——m D EAMEL oy, ey [ Fi-1] = 0, (3.16)
k=1
as n — oo in probability. In addition, note that lim,_, L"ﬁfg;” = t!79T(0 + 1), the
definition of (3.4) and the fact that
A, 1 T'(n+6) 1 0
An 1) =— (2 3.17
na, 60-—1 (F(n + 1)I(6) ) -1 (nan ) ’ ( )
(by Lemma B.1 of [2]) imply that
M, tla, Sin 0
i _ Lntainy (St NP0 as., (3.18)
/nl-20 /nl-26 meJ /nl-20

[ni]
W; = B;/(t'=°T(6 + 1)), which completes the proof of part (i) of Theorem 2.2.

we conclude via Theorem 2.5 of [8] that (\/ﬁ (M — p) > O) = (Wy,t > 0), where

Lets prove (ii). As previously seen, by using Lemma 4.1 in [10] we get

oo
k=1 k=1

4 1 =a} 1 Xaf
<SWBIEIF] 5D h < g Y s .

5|~

™
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again by using (3.10). The second condition of Lemma 4.1 in [10] is analogously proved
by using a = 2. Therefore we get that

1 i Vi — Uk—1 i
log vy, ; (vk 5{Mk/m} = G" as.,

where G* is the Gaussian measure N(0,p(1 — p)). Now, since the explosion coefficient

is given by fy = %= = % ~ 1=2% "and by observing that logv, ~ (1 — 26)logn we
obtain that \/ML % (S’k -k “’9) which leads us to complete the proof of part (i)

in Theorem 2.2.

To prove (iii), we first remark that Theorem 2.1 together with (3.8) implies the
following almost sure convergence

Jim 61| Fn] = p(1 = p), (3.19)
which jointly with
Z ap _ [r(1-20)]?
02 6 )
k= 7l
and the law of iterated logarithm for martingales (see [17] for instance), we get that

M,
limsup ——— = — liminf ——— p(1—p) a.s.,

n—oo \/21oglogn n—00 \/210glogn

which implies that

. n 1/2 S, wA, 5 as
1m su S —— _— = g .S,
n_,oop 2loglogn n na,, .0
Therefore, (3.17) conduces us to
1/2
n S, Op
li _— — = — | = 2 a.s.
el (2 log log n> ( n Pt nan> Tp
n 1/2 1
We remark that, since lim 5 — U, we get that the last term vanishes
n—oo \ 2loglogn nl+?

as n diverges, which completes the proof.

Finally, we focus our attention on the last part (iv). The proof is based on Lemma
4.2 from [10]. Notice that we have already seen that f, — 0, as n — oo and that

\/ﬁ% ~ /(1 —20)k (5= — p) which together with (3.7) complete the proof.

3.3 Proof of Theorem 2.3

We will proceed in a similar way as in the proof of Theorem 2.2. First, due to (3.4)
and (3.13) we obtain that

4 1 2
o ( ) , (3.20)
U nlogn
which implies that
o 4
Y % <o (3.21)
f—1 Uk

Now, in order to demonstrate (i) we note that Lindeberg condition holds from (3.21).
Then, from the functional central limit theorem for martingales [8], the definition of
(M,,), convergence (3.13), and relation equation (3.20) we complete the proof of part i).
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In the sequel, we focus in the proof of (ii). Note that the conditions of Lemma 4.1 in
[10] follows from (3.21). In addition, it may be found from the definition of M, the fact

that | 4x 2| ~ 2, (3.13) and (3.20) that Mo ~ /2 (S5 — ), which leads to

1 n 1
log log n kzzl klogké{\/%(ikk_p)} =G as,

where G stands for the N (0, p(1 — p)) distribution.

To prove (iii), we use similar arguments as in the proof of Theorem 2.2, based
on (3.21).

For (iv), we notice that condition of Lemma 4.2 in [10] holds in the same manner than
in the # < 1/2 regime. From (3.19) and (3.20), we obtain that f,, converges to zero as
n — oo. Hence, we may conclude (2.9) from the definition of (M,).

3.4 Proof of Theorem 2.4

For proving i), we recall that sup,,>, E[¢2 | F,] < 1/4 almost surely and (v,,) is a non
increasing sequence. Then, it follows from (3.14) that

1 1 1 1
sup E[M?] < ~ - 3F. ;1 .
el < oo (Cy i ) <

That is to say, martingale (M,,) is bounded in L?. Thus, it converges in L? and almost
surely to the random variable M = Zz';l arér. Now, from (3.17) we have that

lim na, <Sn —p) =M —pl a.s.,
n

n—oo
then g p
M—p
1 1-6 J — = = —
i n < n p) L=rarg s

Moreover, given that (M,,) converges to M in L? we have that (3.17) and definition of
the limit random variable L guide us to

(e (e n) 1)

We will find now the first two moments of the limiting random variable L given in (2.10).
For this, let us note that IE[X;]| = «. In addition, from (3.2) we have forn = 1,2, ..., that

lim E

n— oo

=0.

n—1
E[S,] = L <a+w : Zam) = ai (@+w- (A, = 1)), (3.22)

@n =1
that directly lets us see that E[M,,] = o — w, which implies that lim,_, ., E[M,] = E[M] =
o — w, that leads us to

1 1 a—p
E[L] ZW(E(M)_pQ):m(a—w—pe):m.

We will find the second moment of the limiting random variable L. For this, note that
E[M?2] = da2E[S?] - 2wa,A,E[S,] +w?A2
= a’B[S?] - 2wA, (a0 — w) —w?AZ. (3.23)
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Moreover, relations (3.1) and (3.2) combined with the fact that S,,+1 = S, + X,,+1 imply
that B[S2, ] = g,E[S2] + h,,, where, g, := 1+ 22, and h,, := (2w + £) E[S,] +w, forn > 1.
Hence, it may be found recursively for n > 1, that

b T(n+26) (k+1)
ElSal = =50 (5 29+1 +Z k k+1+29)> (3.24)

However, from (3.17) and (3.22) we may see that

(2nw + 0).

h, = p(1 4 2nw) + (o — p) iy

In addition, (3.24) and a repeated application of Lemma B.1 of [2], that is, for b # a + 1,

I'(k+a) I'(a+1) 1 I(n+a)l'(b)
2 D(k+b)  (b—a—1)I(b) < B F(n+b—1)F(a—|—1)> ’

lets us to observe that

21 I'(n +20)
ElSu) = om0
p [(1—2w) (T(n+26) I'(n + 26)
T T { 20— 1 (P(1+20) _F(”“)) P (2r(1+29) _F(””))]
(a—p) L(n+20) T(n+6) D(n+20) T(n+6+1)
Tn) [(1 — ) (r(1+2o) - r(1+9)> - ((“ VTas20) ~ Tta+0) )] '
Hence, (3.4) and (3.23) lead us to

2
lim IE[MQ] w

+

(a + (@ =p)(1—4p) +p (120_2912)» +0p(2(a—p)+0p), (3.25)

which finally implies that

1 a+(a—p)(1—4p)+p(125391’)>
2@ +1) r'(20+1)
In what follows, we will demonstrate items ii) and iii). This proof will be based on

Lemma 4.3 from [10], which in turn is a consequence of Theorem 1 and Corollaries 1
and 2 from [12]. In this sense, note that (3. 19) and the bounded convergence theorem

E[L?] = (BIM2) - 20m (M) + p26%) =

imply that Z E[(AM})?] ~ p(1 —p)T(0 + 1) Z k29 Then, since 6 > 1/2, we have that
k=1 k=1

Z]E AM;€ ] < 0. Now, given (3.19), we obtain that
k=1

oo

S EIAMIF ] ~ 3 p(—plad ~p(1 - pTE+1? Y o
k=n

k=n

_pA-pr@e+1)? pl-p) ,
20— 1)n21 T (20— 1)

By using the bounded convergence theorem, it follows that

2 = 3 E[(AM)?] ~ 1(’2(; :Ignai as. (3.26)
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Then, conditions a) and a’) of Lemma 4.3 in [10] are satisfied. Hence, (3.4), (3.5) and the
expectation of (3.10) guide us to obtain an upper bound for & [\AMk+1\4], then, (3.26)
and (3.4) let us conclude that

o0

1
o) ZE [(AM 1)’ LAy 5ery] < r4 ZE |AMjo41|*]

" k=n " k=n

o

<#Z 4Niii,\, 40-2_1-40
— 12e2p4 Y™~ A g~ " ’

" k=n " k=n
which implies condition b) of Lemma 4.3 in [10]. Then, by noticing that M,, — M =
an (Sn —np —n’L), and using (3.26), the convergence (2.12) holds. Additionally, for
€ > 0, and from similar arguments than above, we have that

1

1
—E UAM’H-l ‘]I{\AMIH-MZEM}]

Tké'?’

4
aj, 1

E [|AMa]'] < eird ~

which implies that condition c) of the same Lemma is satisfied. In addition, given that
> ey ]E[(AMk) ] < 00, we obtain condition d). Finally, let us denote the martingale

difference dy, = ((AM )? — E[(AM})?|Fr—1]), and observe that
o0 o0 1
S E[d|Feoa] = o (BAM)* | Feoi] — B [(AM)?| Fr_1])
k=1 =1k
=1 1l =af 1 /20-1
< = 4 1< = Y <
<3 g BIOM Fi] < 35 30 <5 2( ) Zk2

Then, as a consequence of Theorem 2.15 in [11], we can use Corollary 2 from [12], and
therefore (2.13) holds.
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