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Preface

During the first week of August (3–9th) 2008, the Brazilian probabilistic com-
munity together with a group of international participants, met in the Antiga Escola
de Minas of the Federal University of Ouro Preto (UFOP), for the XIIth edition of
the Brazilian School of Probability (XII EBP).

For 11 consecutive years, the school took place on the Atlantic coast in Rio de
Janeiro and São Paulo. In 2008, for the first time, the EBP was organized and held
in the state of Minas Gerais, at the heart of the historic city of Ouro Preto.

Shortly before XII EBP began, a proposal was made to create a special issue
of the Brazilian Journal of Probability and Statistics dedicated entirely to articles
contributed by participants and special invitees of the event.

It is with pleasure that we now present this issue which includes 13 contributions
from different areas of probability that have been part of the scientific program of
the school.

Among the featuring contributions, two papers are closely related to the two
minicourses of the school: Amir Dembo and Andrea Montanari delivered a course
entitled Gibbs measures and phase transitions on sparse random graphs, while
Introduction to metastability was lectured by Alexandre Gaudillière and Elisabetta
Scoppola.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank all of the authors for their valuable
contributions.

We acknowledge the financial support given to the XII EBP by CAPES, CNPq,
FAPEMIG, FAPERJ, FAPESP, Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), IM-
AGIMB, Olimpíada Mineira de Matemática, the Centre Suisse d’Électronique et
Microtechnique (CSEM) and the MG branch of the Brazilian Mathematical Soci-
ety. Our special thanks to the staff of the UFMG and of the UFOP for their help
in the organization. The publication of this special issue of the BJPS received an
important support from the INCTMat, and we are grateful to Professor Jacob Palis
for his enthusiasm with this project.

The beautiful representation of the detail of a baroque sculpture from the church
N. S. do Pilar, in Ouro Preto, was kindly donated by Letícia Guimarães. We warmly
thank her for this gift.

Last but not least, we are thankful to all the colleagues who generously worked
as referees for the papers in this issue.

Sacha Friedli
Bernardo N. B. de Lima

Maria Eulália Vares
Guest Editors

Silvia L. P. Ferrari
Editor in Chief

105

http://www.imstat.org/bjps
http://dx.doi.org/10.1214/09-BJPS038
http://www.redeabe.org.br/

