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The Cauchy problem for the Boussinesq equation in multidimensions is investigated. We prove the asymptotic behavior of the global
solutions provided that the initial data are suitably small. Moreover, our global solutions can be approximated by the solutions to
the corresponding linear equation as time tends to infinity when the dimension of space n > 3.

1. Introduction

We investigate the Cauchy problem of the following damped
Boussinesq equation in multidimensions:

u,; — aluy, — 2bAu, — aN’u+ A u— Au = Af (u) (1)
with the initial value

t=0:u=uy(x), u, = uy (x). (2)

Here u = wu(x,t) is the unknown function of x =
(x15...,x,) € R"andt > 0,a, b, a, and f3 are positive
constants. The nonlinear term f(u) = o).

When f(u) = u?, (1) has been studied by several
authors. The authors investigated the first initial boundary
value problem for (1) in a unit circle (see [1]). The existence
and the uniqueness of strong solution were established and
the solutions were constructed in the form of series in the
small parameter present in the initial conditions. The long-
time asymptotic was also obtained in the explicit form. The
authors considered the initial-boundary value problem for (1)
in the unit ball B ¢ R, similar results were established in [2].

Recently, Wang [3] proved the global existence and
asymptotic decay of solutions to the problem (1), (2). Their
proof is based on the contraction mapping principle and
makes use of the sharp decay estimates for the linearized
problem. The main purpose of this paper is to establish the

following optimal decay estimate of solutions to (1) and (2)
by constructing the antiderivatives conditions:

Uy (%) = 0y vy (%). (€)

Then we obtain a better decay rate of solutions than the
previous one in [3]. Moreover, our global solutions can be
approximated by the solutions to the corresponding linear
equation. The decay estimate is said to be optimal because
we have used the sharp decay estimates for the solution
operators G(x,t) and H(x,t), which are defined by (15)
and (16), respectively. Since the solution operator G(x,t)
has singularity, therefore, we construct the antiderivatives
conditions u,(x) = axl v,(x) and eliminate the singularity
and obtain the same decay estimate for the solution operators
H(x,t). For details; see Lemma 4. The study of the global
existence and asymptotic behavior of solutions to wave
equations has a long history. We refer to [4-10] for wave
equations. Now we state our results as follows.

Theorem 1. Let s > [n/2] — 1 and let n > 2. Assume that
uy € H'*(R"), v, € H"'(R"). Put

E, = ||”0|

H+? + nvll st (4)

IfE,, is suitably small, the Cauchy problem (1), (2) has a unique
global solution u(x, t) satisfying

ueC([0,00); H*?)[C ([0,00); H).  (5)



Moreover, the solution satisfies the decay estimate:

|9k )] . < CE,1 + )7, (6)

LZ

o

oS CE,(1+ t)_((k+1)/2) 7)
for0<k<s+2in(6)and0 <k <sin (7).

From the proof of Theorem 1, we have the following
corollary immediately.

Corollary 2. Let n > 3 and assume the same conditions of
Theorem 1. Then the solution u of the problem (1), (2), which
is constructed in Theorem 1, can be approximated by the linear
solution u; ast — 0. In fact, we have

o5 (u—w) )], < CES 1+ 1 Py @), o
8
”a};(u —up), (t)

L SCE 1+ ® Py )

for0 < k < s+ 1and 0 < k < s, respectively, where
ur(t) = G(t) = axl vy + H(t) * uy is the linear solution and
nt) = 1+ t)_((”_z)“). Here G(t) and H(t) are given by (15)
and (16), respectively.

Notations. For 1 < p < co, L? = LP(R") denotes the usual
Lebesgue space with the norm || - || ». The usual Sobolev space
of order s is defined by W = (I — A)"/D P with the norm
I fllyyse = ICT = A)S/2f||Lp. The corresponding homogeneous
Sobolev space of order s is defined by W*f = (~A)"&/21p
with the norm || f ||+, = ||(—A)s/2f||LP; when p = 2, we write
H® = WS and H® = W%, We note that W? = L? n W*? for
s>0.

The plan of the paper is arranged as follows. In Section 2
we derive the solution formula of the problem (1), (2) and
prove the decay property of the solution operators appearing
in the solution formula. Then, in Sections 3, we prove the
optimal asymptotic decay of solutions to the problem (1), (2).

2. Decay Property

The aim of this section is to derive the solution formula for
the problem (1), (2). We first investigate the linear equation
of (1):

u,; — alu,, — 2bAu, — ah’*u
2 ©)
+ BA"u - Au = 0.

With the initial data (2). Taking the Fourier transform, we
have

(1+alg]*) @, + 20|83,
+ (ol + BEN" + () @ = 0;
at = iflﬂ (f) (11)

(10)

t=0:1=, &),
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The characteristic equation of (10) is
(1 + a|£|2) A+ 2b|£|2/\ + oc|£|6 + ﬁ|€|4 + |E|2 =0. (12)

Let A = A, (&) be the corresponding eigenvalues of (12), we
obtain

As (@)
 blef g V1 (a0 (e o) e ]

1+a|§|2

(13)
The solution to the problem (10), (11) is given in the form

a1 =GE )iy &)+ HENT (E), (14)
where

1 A©® A @t
LO-1L© (e )

G 1) = e (15)

HE = A, (€)@ -2 (©) M)

(16)

. (
A (@) -A_(©)

We define G(x, t) and H(x,t) by G(x, t) = F G 1)](x) and
H(x,t) = FHED](x), respectively, where F! denotes
the inverse Fourier transform. Then, applying F~' to (14), we
obtain

u(t)=G(t) * axlvl + H (t) * u,. 17)

By the Duhamel principle, we obtain the solution formula to

(1), (2) as

u(t) =G(t) * axlvl + H (t) * u,

t (18)
" J Gt -1) % (I - ab) ' Af () (7) dr.
0

In what follows, the aim is to establish decay estimates
of the solution operators G(t) and H(t) appearing in the
solution formula (18). Firstly, we state the pointwise estimate
of solutions in the Fourier space. The result can be found in
[3].
Lemma 3. The solution of the problem (10), (11) satisfies
1 (1+ &) [a &0l + |7, &l
<Ce @ (g (1+ ) I @F - 9)
SARAGIDE
for& € R" andt > 0, where w(£) = |E]*/(1 + |E[*).

From Lemma 3, we immediately get the following.
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Lemma4. LetG(&,t) and H(E, t) be the fundamental solution
of (10) in the Fourier space, which are given in (15) and (16),
respectively. Then we have the estimates

& (1+ &) G o] +[G & o

< Ce !

(20)

6 (1+167) [F @of + |F, @ o)

< C|fl2 (1 + |£|2) e—cw(ﬁ)f

(21)

for& e R" and't > 0, where w(§) = [E[*/(1 + |E]*).

Lemma 5. Let k, j, I be nonnegative integers and let 1 < p <
2. Then we have

[5G @) = 0., ¢ .
< C(1 + 1) WP -CoD P2 37 g 22)
= x| Lp
+ Cefct"a)lfrlfl(p”Lz,

“afjH () =y

LZ
—(n/2)((1/p)—(1/2))-((k—j)/2 j
< 1 + &) WPWP-UEI DD gi ) (23)

+Ce ™ 8?11//

L2

for0 < j <k wherek +1-1>0in (22). Similarly, we have

[5G, (1) * 0, ¢ .
< C(l + t)_(n/Z)((l/P)_(1/2))_((k+1_j)/2)Hai‘p”Lp (24)

—ct || ak++1
+Ce "0, ¢

>’

o, @) v

L2

—(n/2 —(1/2))=((k+1-j)/2 j
< O1 + £y PPD-W-GADD i) (5)

—ct || yk+1+2
+Ce ||ax v

LZ
for0<j<k+1
Proof. We only prove (22). By the Plancherel theorem and

(20), we obtain

2
12

losG @) «0,,¢

=hqmﬂé@m%mm@$&

" -[IEIzl |El2k'é(£’ t)'2|£1|2'$(€)|2df

3
<C ng e e g (o) g
e [ 1P (14 ) @ g
=1, +1, (26)

For the term I, letting 1/p’ + 1/p = 1, we have

e

2 k-i)p —caleP 1/p
< clipal ([, e ) T @

2

<C(1+ t)—n((l/P)—(l/Z))—(k—j)||a)];¢" .
- L

where we used the Holder inequality with (2/ p') +(1/gq) =1
and the Hausdorft-Young inequality ||| w <C vl for v =
(—A)_(l/ 2)89{(/). On the other hand, we can estimate the term
I, simply as

e L U

< Ce J'|E|>1 |€|2(k+1—1)|$(5)|2d6 (28)

2

—ct
<Ce " 2

a§+l—1¢

where k+1-1 > 0. Combining (26)-(28) yields (22). We have
completed the proof of the Lemma. O

Similar to the proof of Lemma 5, it is not difficult to get the
following.

Lemma 6. Let 1 < p < 2 and let k, j, | be nonnegative
integers. Then we have the following estimate:

|o5G () * (1-an)"Ag

L2

—(n/2)((1/p)—(1/2))—((k+1-j)/2 j
<C(l+1) (n/2)((1/p)=(1/2))=((k+1-J)/ )"aig"LP (29)

+Ce ™ ajj*’ g

L2

for0 < j <k + 1. Similarly, we have
|85G, ) (1 - an)'ag]
<C(1+ t)—(H/Z)((l/P)—(1/2))—((k+2—j)/2) "ajg" (30)
= x|\ 1r
cee i),

for0<j<k+2.

3. Proof of Main Result

In order to prove optimal decay estimate of solutions to the
Cauchy problem (1), (2). We need the following Lemma,
which comes from [11] (see also [12]).



Lemma 7. Assume that f = f(v) is a smooth function. Sup-
pose that f(v) = O(Ivl“e)(@ > 1 is an integer) when |v| < v,.
Then for integer m > 0, if v € W™I(R™) (| LP(R") [ L°(R")
and ||v|| e < vy, then the following inequalities hold:

lox' f @)
where 1/r = (1/p) + (1/q), 1 < p,q,1 < +00.

1 < ClIvllge [0V alvIZe, (31)

Proof of Theorem 1. We can prove the existence and unique-
ness of small solutions by the contraction mapping principle.
Here we only show the decay estimates (6) and (7) for the
solution u of (18) satistying [u(t)ll; < M, with some M,,.
Firstly, we introduce the quantity:

s+2

V()= Oiugt(1 + 1) |oku ()

k=0

(32)

Iz
We apply the Gagliardo-Nirenberg inequality. This yields

el < CllA2 w0l 22, (33)

where s, = [1/2] + 1 and 0 = n/2s,. It follows from the
definition of 7'(t) in (32) that

e ()l oo < CT (£) (1 +£) Y, (34)

provided that s > [n/2] — 1. Differentiating (18) k times with
respect to x and taking the L* norm, we obtain

losu @), < [05G &) x 0, v, + |05 H () * wg .
+ Jt [05G (¢ = 7) % (1 - an) ' Af (u (7)) . d7
0
=L+, +].
(35)

Firstly, we estimate I,. We get from (22), with p = 2,j = 0,
andl =0 (I =1fork =0),

I, <C(+ t)_(k/z) ||v1 “Lz +Ce™ aik_l)*vl

Y e

< CE,(1+1t)"®?,

where (k — 1), = max{k — 1,0}. By using (23) with p = 2,
j=0,and [ = 0 to the term I,, we obtain

L <C(l+ t)_(k/z)”uO"Lz +Ce™ aiuo

Y @)

< CEy(1+1) %2,

Next, we estimate J. We divide ] into two parts and write | =
J,+J,, where J; and ], are corresponding to the time intervals
[0,¢/2] and [t/2,t], respectively. For J;, making use of (29)
with p =2, j =0,and [ = 0, we arrive at

t/2

I<C J 1+t =) EI2| £ ) (7)) pdr

’ (38)

t2
N cj <Ok £ () (1)
0

de‘[.
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By Lemma 7, we have the estimates || f (1)]l,> < Cllull e llull 2
and [0 f()ll> < Cllulll|0%ull .. Thus by (34), we have

If @) @|,> < C7@®* 1+ 1), (39)

ok £ () (1)

Inserting (39) and (40) into (38) yields

L SCT @1+ ) @OE - 40)

t/2

]1 < CW(t)z J (] +f— T)—((k+1)/2)(1 + T)—(n/4)dT

0

t/2 41
L CW () j (] 4 gy (IO g (41)
0

<CH )1+ y @),

where 7(t) = (1 + t)_(("_z)/4). Here we assumed n > 2. For J,,
exploiting (29) with p = 2, j = k, and I = 0 and using (40),
we deduce that

t (1+t-1) o5 f () (1)
/2

der

IZSCJ

t

o f () (v)

t
—c(t-1)
+C L/Z e der

(42)

t
< CW (1)’ J (1+t—7) W 4 ) O ED gy
t/2

<Cw (1 +1t) ¥y @).
Equations (41) and (42) give
J < CH(t)* (1 + )" WO EDy 1y (43)
Inserting (36), (37), and (43) into (35), we obtain
(1+6)2|ku )], < CE, + Cw(2)? (44)

for 0 < k < s + 2. Consequently, we have 7#'(t) < CE, +
C/(t)?, from which we can deduce 7/(t) < CE,, provided
that E,, is suitably small. This proves the decay estimate (6).

In what follows, we prove (7). Differentiating (18) with
respect to t and then differentiating the resulting equation k
times with respect to x, we have

u, (t) = O5G, (t) * 9, vy +OLH, (1) * ug

¢ (45)

; J 3G, (t 1) » (I - ad) ' Af (u) (7) dr.
0

From (45) and Minkowski inequality, we obtain

o5 ©)

oS “aiGt (t) = axlvl

ot ”ath (t) * u

L2

+ Jt |05G, (¢ = 1) * (1 = an) ' Af (u (7))
0

deT

=K, +K,+L.
(46)
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It follows from (24) that

Ky <y S+ ooy,

LZ
(47)
< CEy(1 +t)" &/,
By using (25), we get
K, < CO1+ ) CD g+ e [0,
(48)

< CE,(1 + )" (02,

Finally, we estimate L. Dividing L into two parts and writing
L =L, +L,,where L, and L, are corresponding to the time
intervals [0, t/2] and [t/2, ], respectively. Firstly, we estimate
the term L, applying (30) with p = 2, j = 0,and [ = 0 and
(39), (40), we arrive at

t/2
L < CJ (1+t— T)—((k+2)/2) ”f (1) (T)"de‘f
0

Lc Jt/z e_c(t—‘f) "a’;f (u) (T)
0

L2 dr

t/2 (49)

< CW* (t) J (14t —7) &R 4 1y 0/,

0

+CT (1) J " <UD ( 1 ) (O1D-6I2) g
0
<CH* (1) (1+1) EDDy 1)

Next, for the term L, it follows from (30) with p = 2, k = 0,
and [ = 0 and (40) that

L,<C J:/Z b= [0 f ) () e

t
+C| ok f ) (@) e
t2

t
<Cw? (1) j (L+t-7) (147 @0 E) g 50)
t

2

O () J ‘ (] ) -Gr) g
t/2
<C* (1) (1+1) ED2y 1y
Collecting (46)-(50), which yields

"al;ut (t)"L2 < CE,(1 + t)—((k+1)/2)
(1)
+CW (1) (1 + 1) ED2y 1y

Substituting the estimate %/ (t)(t) < CE, into (51), we arrive
at the desired estimate (7) for 0 < k < s. This completes the
proof of Theorem 1. O
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