
ROBERT HENDERSON—IN MEMORIAM 

In the death of Robert Henderson on February 16, 1942, American 
mathematics lost one of its ablest leaders. Those who came into close 
association with him were deeply impressed not only by his ability 
but even more by the integrity of his intellect and character; they 
could not but feel that it was a privilege to know a man of such ex­
traordinary parts. 

Mr. Henderson was born in Russell, Ontario, on May 24, 1871. 
He graduated from the University of Toronto in the Honours School 
of Mathematics at the head of his class in 1891 and received an 
appointment as Fellow in Mathematics for the following year. In 
1892 the young man entered the Government Insurance Department 
a t Ottawa and by 1896 he had passed the examinations of the Insti­
tute of Actuaries of Great Britain and had become a Fellow. Soon 
thereafter he entered the employ of the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society of the United States and transferred his residence to this 
country. Here he progressed rapidly to the top of the profession and 
became Actuary in 1911. In 1929 he was made Vice President of the 
company, which position he held until 1936 when he retired. 

While nearly all of the two score papers which he published were 
concerned with actuarial problems, he never lost his interest in pure 
mathematics. As early as the meeting of October 1895 he presented a 
paper to the American Mathematical Society which was published 
in November of the same year. It is entitled Moral values and 
deals with some fundamental relations between probability and in­
surance. He was an omnivorous reader and found time to keep up 
with many of the modern developments of mathematics. In the 
Annals of Mathematics, volume 24, he has a brief paper entitled 
Geodesic lines in Riemann space, which was stimulated by his interest 
in the theory of relativity. 

Mr. Henderson was prominent in the counsels of the Actuarial 
Society and served a term as Secretary, four years as Vice President, 
and two years as President. His contributions to the advancement 
of theory in the actuarial field were varied in character, but his work 
on interpolation and graduation and on frequency curves and mo­
ments is perhaps the best known. 

In the early days of the Society, Professor Emory McClintock, 
who was its president for the period 1891-1894, made a profound im­
pression on the development of actuarial science in America; Mr. 
Henderson proved to be a worthy successor. He was the recipient of 
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many honors; for his signal leadership in his field his Alma Mater 
honored him with the degree of Doctor of Science in 1930. For the 
Annual Meeting of 1924 in Washington, the Society invited him to 
give the Josiah Willard Gibbs lecture; his title was Life insurance 
as a social service and as a mathematical problem (see this Bulletin, 
vol. 31 (1925), pp. 227-252, for the text). In 1927 he was elected to 
membership in the American Philosophical Society. 

When the Society was in sore financial straits in 1924 and Professor 
J. L. Coolidge was requested to head a movement to raise an endow­
ment fund, Mr. Henderson rendered valiant service; he was in that 
connection appointed along with G. E. Roosevelt, the banker, and 
Professor W. B. Fite, the treasurer, on a Committee on Invest­
ments. During the succeeding years and until 1940 he served the 
Society on the financial side giving sound advice regarding invest­
ments and other features of the financial problems. During much of 
that period he served on the Board of Trustees, where his counsel 
was invaluable. His interest in the Society was further evinced by his 
gift of one thousand dollars on retirement from the Board of Trustees 
in 1940. His donation was set up as a separate Fund bearing his 
name. He was generous also with his time in directions outside his 
immediate circle ; as examples it may be cited that he was consultant 
to the Church Pension Fund of the Episcopal Church when it was 
established in 1915, was several times an adviser to the Director of the 
U. S. Census, and was for years a member of the Trustees of the 
Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America. 
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