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Abstract. We consider an integrable hierarchy of nonlinear evolution equa-
tions (NLEE) related to linear bundle Lax operator L. The Lax representation
is Zy X Zs reduced and can be naturally associated with the symmetric space
SU(3)/S(U(1) x U(2)). The simplest nontrivial equation in the hierarchy is a
generalization of Heisenberg ferromagnetic model. We construct the N-soliton
solutions for an arbitrary member of the hierarchy by using the Zakharov-Shabat
dressing method with an appropriately chosen dressing factor. Two types of soli-
ton solutions: quadruplet and doublet solitons are found. The one-soliton solutions
of NLEEs with even and odd dispersion laws have different properties. In particu-
lar, the one-soliton solutions for NLEEs with even dispersion laws are not traveling
waves while their velocities and amplitudes are time dependent. Calculating the
asymptotics of the N-soliton solutions for ¢ — £0o we analyze the interactions of
quadruplet solitons.

1. Introduction

The main object of present paper is the following coupled system of equations

g + gy + (uul, + vvy)ug + (uu), +vvy),u =0

ey

g + Vg + (uu), + vv))vg + (uul, + vvl) v =0

where the smooth functions u : R? — C and v : R? — C satisfy the algebraic
constraint |u|2 4 |[v|> = 1. The system (1) is a natural candidate to be a multi-
component generalisation of the classical Heisenberg ferromagnetic equation. It
is well known [32] that the Heisenberg ferromagnetic model is integrable in the
sense of inverse scattering method (ISM). It has a Lax pair related to the alge-
bra su(2). Since the time the complete integrability of HF equations was discov-
ered, many attempts for its generalization have been made [20-22]. A well known
method [10, 12,24,26-31] to obtain new integrable nonlinear evolution equations
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(NLEE) is based on imposing certain algebraic reductions on generic Lax opera-
tors. Lax pairs associated to hermitian symmetric spaces represent a special inter-
est in modern theory of integrable systems is study of NLEEs [1,7,8,11] since the
NLEE:s they produce look relatively simple.

The system (1) is also integrable in the sense of ISM. Its Lax operators are associ-
ated with the symmetric space SU(3)/S(U(1) x U(2)) with a Zy x Zg reduction
imposed on them [13,15,16].

The purpose of the present paper is to derive the soliton solutions for the integrable
hierarchy of equations related to (1) and analyse the interactions between them.
That is why this work is a natural continuation of our previous papers [13, 15, 16].

In Section 2 we start with some basic facts to be used further in the paper. Firstly
we describe the hierarchy of nonlinear equations related to (1) in terms of recursion
operators. Then we outline the spectral properties of the relevant Lax operator and
formulate direct scattering problem. The spectrum of scattering operator L consists
of a continuous and a discrete parts. As a result of the Zs reductions L possesses
two configurations of discrete eigenvalues: generic ones, coming in quadruplets
£k, £A; and purely imaginary ones coming as doublets tix ;.

In Section 3 we derive the one-soliton solutions for the NLEESs of the hierarchy. For
this to be done we apply the Zakharov-Shabat dressing method [34-36, 38] with
a rational dressing factor with two simple poles. Due to the action of reductions
we have two types of one-soliton solutions: quadruplet solitons correspondinf to
four eigenvalues and doublet ones corresponding to two eigenvalues respectively.
We present explicit expressions for these two types of one-soliton solutions. In
order to construct general multisoliton solutions we discuss two different purely
algebraic constructions: by using a multiple pole dressing factor and by apply-
ing “one-soliton” dressing factors several times consecutively. It turns out that
the properties of the one-soliton solutions to NLEEs with even and odd dispersion
laws differ drastically. For example, the one-soliton solutions for NLEEs with even
dispersion laws are not traveling waves. Even the doublet soliton of equation (1)
exhibits two maxima (respectively minima) for |u1| (respectively for |v1|) which
first come closer to each other and then move away, one to oo and the other to
—oo as time goes to ¢ — oo. Their velocity, as well as their amplitudes are time
dependent. These properties are similar to the ones of the boomerons and trappons
discovered by Calogero and Degasperis [2—-5]. At the same time the soliton solu-
tions to the NLEEs with odd dispersion laws (e.g. the solutions of equation (19))
behave as standard solitons, i.e., they are traveling waves.
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Section 4 is dedicated to interactions of quadruplet soliton solutions for the NLEE
with odd dispersion laws. In order to do this we use the classical method of Za-
kharov and Shabat, see the monographs [32,34] for a detailed exposition. Namely,
we calculate the limits of the N-soliton solutions for ¢ — +oo assuming that all
solitons move with different velocities. In this way we establish that the solitons
preserve their velocities and amplitudes; the only effect of their interaction consists
in shifts of the relative mass center and the phase of solitons. We provide explicit
expressions for these shifts in terms of the poles u. of the dressing factors.

In Section 5 we briefly discuss the conservation laws of the NLEE and end up with
some conclusions.

2. Preliminaries

In this section we shall expose in brief some basic facts on Lax operators and direct
scattering problem for the integrable hierarchy of the equation (1). In doing this
we shall use a gauge covariant formulation [14,17-19].

2.1. Polynomial Lax Pair Related to SU(3)/S(U(1) x U(2))

The NLEEs under consideration in this paper represent a zero curvature condition
[L, A] = 0 for Lax operators L and A in the form

L(A) = 0y + AL (x,1) )
N

AN) =10 + Y N A (x, 1) (3)
k=1

where A € C is the so-called spectral parameter and the functions L; and Ay, k =

1,..., N take values in sl(3, C). The Lax operators are subject to the following Zo
reductions

LY(\) = =L\, AT = AN )

CL(—)\)C = L()), CA(-N)C = A(N) 5)

where C = diag (1, —1, —1) and the operation " is defined as given by the formula
LV (,t,3) = 1050 (,1,A) = Mp(, £, \) Ln (2,1, ).

Due to reduction (4) the matrix coefficients of the Lax pair are hermitian matri-
ces. On the other hand the reduction (5) represents an action of Cartan’s invo-
lutive automorphism which defines the symmetric space SU(3)/S(U(1) x U(2)),
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see [23,25]. It induces a Zy-grading in the Lie algebra s[(3, C)
s((3) =s°3) @sll(3), sl°(3)={X e€5s((3); CXC=(-1)’X}. (6)

It is evident that L1, Ay € sl!(3) for k being an odd integer and A; € s(°(3)
otherwise. This means that Ay for even k are block-diagonal matrices of the form

*00
A= 0 % %

0 * %

while L1 and Ay, for odd k have the complementary block structure. In particular,
L4 is written as
0 uw
Li=(u*00]. @)
v* 00

The potential L1 is required to obey the following conditions

1. The eigenvalues of L, are 0, £1, i.e., the potential satisfies the characteristic
equation L3 = L.

2. The function L;(x,t) — L4 where

0 0o+
lim Li(z,t) = Ly = 0 00 |, ¢r€eR (8)
r—+00 e_i¢i 0 0

is a Schwartz type function, i.e., it is infinitely smooth and tends to 0 faster
than any polynomial when |z| — oc.

The grading (6) means that any function X with values in s[(3) can be split as
follows
X=X"4+Xx'  XOles®(3). )

Let us define the Killing form for s[(3) as follows
(X)Y) =tr (XY), X, Y €5sl(3).
Then each component X %! splits into a term commuting with L; and its orthogo-
nal complement with respect to the Killing form
2

X0 = X0t 4 gLy,  Ly=1L2— 31 (X%t Loy =0 (10)

X! = XUt 4 ki Ly, (XH+ L) =o. (11)
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As a simple consequence of condition 1 above L and Ly are normalized as follows

2

<L17L1> - 27 <L27L2> == g (12)
Therefore the coefficients kg and x; are given by the following equalities
3 /30 L 1
n0:§<X , L), Ii1:§<X ,Lq). 13)

The zero curvature condition [L, A] = 0 for the pair (2), (3) leads to certain recur-
rence relations for the matrix coefficients of L and A, see [13]. Resolving them
allows one to express Ay, in terms of L; and its z-derivatives of order up to N — k.
Since the maximal order term in the operator A must commute with L there exists
two options

a) AN = CQPLQ, if N = 2p

b) AN = 62p+1L1, if N = 2p+ 1

where co,, and cg;,11 are constants. Then a more detailed analysis [13] shows that
the NLEEs look as follows

p p—1
a) dad 'L+ cog(A1A2) Lo+ Y cagr1(A1Ag)"A Ly =0
qg=1 q=0
) » 14)
b) iad EllLLt + Z ng(AlAQ)qLQ =+ Z 62q+1(A1A2)qA1L1 =0.
q=1 q=0
The integro-differential operators A and A5 appeared above are given by
.- 1 _
A1 = —iad Lll <7Ta;5() — 7L17$8x 1<ax(), L1>>
(15)

2
- 3 _
A2 = —iad L11 <7T833( ) - §L27I6m 1(896( ), LQ))
where projection 7 := ad 211 ad r,, cuts all L;-commuting parts off. The operator
A X, X €510(3)
AX =
MM X, X e sl (3)

is called a recursion operator. It can be viewed as an adjoint representation of the
operator L. Its existence manifests the hierarchies associated with NLEE (non-
linear equations, integrals of motion, simplectic forms etc) and thus plays a very
important role in the theory of solitons.
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Example 1. Consider the simplest case when N = 2. Then the matrix coefficients
of the second Lax operator A read

1/3 0 0 0ab

Ag=—| 0 [u?-2/3 w*v : Ar=|a 00 (16)
0 viu v —2/3 b* 00

a = iug + i(uu) + vv})u, b = iv, + i(uu) + vv})v. (17)

This L-A pair produces the two-component system

Uy + Ugy + (uu), + vv))ug + (uu) + vv})zu =0

(18)

1y 4 Vg + (wul + v} )y + (uu), + vv})v =0

we started our paper with (see (1)).

For completeness here we present another member of the hierarchy (14). It is the
simplest NLEE corresponding to an odd dispersion law.

Example 2. Consider the case when f(\) = —8\3J, ie, c5 =—8 co =c; = 0.
Then the corresponding two-component system obtains the form

wp = BUgay + 12(uuy, + vU;)Uzy + (U, v)ug + s(u, v)u
(19)
U = BUpga + 12(uu) + v} ) gy + (0, v)vy + s(u, v)v

where

r(u,v) = 3 [4(|ug|® + |va]?) + 5wl + vu})? + 6(uul + vo}),]

s(u,v) =3 [Z(UU; + VU)) e + 4(|ug|? + [v2)?)e + 5(uul + UU;)?E] .
Sometimes it is more convenient to deal with Lax operators written in canonical
gauge. In this gauge the operator (2) looks as follows

LO\) =g 'Lg =10, 4+ Ug(z,t) + N\J,  J =diag(1,0,—1)  (20)

where

1 0o -1
2
g= £ u* \/57) u* . 21

2 v —V/2u v*
The second Lax operator (3) is given by

N-—1
a) AN =10+ Y MAp(z,t) +enANI,  N=2p

v @)
b) AN =id+ Y AAp(z,t) + ey AN, N=2p+1

k=0
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where I = g~ 1Ly g = diag (1/3,—2/3,1/3).

2.2. Direct Scattering Problem

In order to formulate a direct scattering problem for L, one needs to introduce the
auxiliary spectral linear system

LN)Y(z,t,N) = 10.0(x, t, N) + AL (2, t)(z, t, A) = 0. (23)

Here v denotes a fundamental set of solutions or a fundamental solution for short.
Since the operators (2) and (3) commute ) also satisfies

N
AN)Y(z,t, ) = (i@t + Z /\kAk(a:,t)> Yz, t, A) =Pz, t, )E(N)  (24)

k=1

as well. The matrix-valued function

f(\) = lim g3 1ZAkAk (z,t)g (25)

r—F00

is called dispersion law of the nonlinear equation (14). The unitary matrix

1 1 0 -1
g+ = lim g(x,t) = — 0 V2e%+ 0
@—b£co V2 oot 0 e it

diagonalizes the asymptotics L + = lim,_, 4, L1 (2, ). It can be proven that the
dispersion law of (14) reads

p—1
a) = Cog NI + Z CcogNMT
=0 =1
b))  F(N) =D o NI+ NI
q=0 q=1

The dispersion law of the two-component system (18) is —\27 and that of (19) is
—8A3J. It is evident from (26) that f()\) obeys the splitting

f(\) = fo(\) I+ f1(\)J 27

which is a result of the Zy grading (6) of the Lie algebra s((3).
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A special type of fundamental solutions are the so-called Jost solutions v which
are normalized as follows

lim g (z,t, N)e Mgt =1, (28)

r—+00

Due to (25) one can show that the asymptotic behavior of ¢/ do not depend on
time and thus the definition is correct. The transition matrix

T(tv)‘) = [¢+($at7)\)]71¢—(3«“7t7 )‘) (29)

is called scattering matrix. It can be easily deduced from relation (24) that the
scattering matrix evolves with time according to the linear differential equation

i0,T + [£()), T] = 0 (30)
which is integrated straight away to give
T(t,A) = TN (0, N)e TV, (31)

From now on the parameter ¢ will be fixed and we shall omit it to simplify our
notation. Due to reasons of simplicity we set ¢4 = ¢_ = 0 as well.

The action of Zs-reductions (4), (5) imposes the following restrictions

[l X)) =van,  [rion] T =7
Cw:‘:(wa _)‘)C = 1/&(357 A)? CT(_)‘)C = T<)‘)

(32)

on the Jost solutions and the scattering matrix.

The continuous spectrum of L fills up the real axis in the complex A-plane. Thus
the A-plane is divided into two regions denoted by C, (the upper half plane)
and C_ (the lower half plane). These regions represent domains for fundamental
solutions x*(z,\) and x~(z, A) to be analytic functions in C and C_ respec-
tively [16]. The fundamental analytic solutions (FAS) can be constructed by using
Gauss factors in the decomposition of the scattering matrix

T(\) =TFA)DFAN)(SF(N) (33)

The matrices S* and T'" are upper triangular, S~ and 7'~ are lower triangular and
D7 are diagonal ones. Then ' and y~ are expressed as follows

X (@A) = ¢ (2, A)ST(A) = (2, )TT(A)DF(N). (34)

Due to relations (34) the FAS can be interpreted as solutions to a local Riemann
problem

V@) =y @ NG, G = (ST TIST). 39)
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The established interrelation between the inverse scattering method and the Rie-
mann problem plays an important role in constructing solutions to NLEEs through
dressing method.

It can be shown that the reduction conditions (32) and equation (33) lead to the
following demands on the Gauss factors

[T =[5~ CSE(-N)C = SF())
[T+ ()] = [T, CT*(-)\)C =TF()) (36)
D) =D~ EDF-NE =D
where
001
C=1010
100

Finally, combining all this information we see that the FAS obey the symmetry
conditions

[X+(.%', )‘*)] = [X_(.%', )‘)]_17 CX+($7 _)‘)C = X_(xa )‘) (37

3. Dressing Method and Soliton Solutions

As we mentioned in the previous section the inverse scattering method is tightly
related to Riemann-Hilbert problem. The Riemann-Hilbert problem possesses two
types of solutions: regular ones (without singularities) and singular ones. Singular
solutions can be generated by dressing regular solutions with a factor which has
prescribed singularities. The simplest types of singularities are first order poles and
zeroes. It can be proven that they correspond to poles of the resolvent of L. Hence
they are discrete eigenvalues of the Lax operator (2). The discrete eigenvalues of
L form orbits of the reduction group Zs X Zso. There exist two types of orbits:
generic orbits containing quadruplets of eigenvalues {4y, +4*} and degenerate
orbits consisting of two imaginary eigenvalues tix (doublets).

There is a very deep connection between singular solutions to Riemann-Hilbert
problem and soliton solutions to the corresponding nonlinear problem. In the
present section we are going to analyze the soliton solutions to the system (14).
For this to be done, we are going to apply the dressing method proposed in [38]
and developed in [28, 29, 35, 36]. We demonstrate that the NLEE (14) has two
types of one-soliton solutions: doublet soliton to be connected with two imaginary
discrete eigenvalues of L and quadruplet soliton connected to four eigenvalues.
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3.1. Rational Dressing

The dressing method is an indirect method for solving a NLEE possessing a Lax
representation. This means that it allows one to generate a solution to the NLEE
starting from a known one. Let us assume we know a solution

OUOUO
IO = w0 0
vy 00

of (14) and a fundamental solution ¢g(x, ¢, A) of the auxiliary linear problems

LO (N = 0,10 + AL Mg = 0

N ) (38)
AO N o =100 + Y AFAT o = 0.
k=1
Then one constructs another function ¢ (z,t,\) = ®(x,t, \)po(x,t,\) to be a
common solution to

LOWy = i0,1p + ALYy =0

N () 39
AD Ny =00 + Y N A =0
k=1

where the potential
0 up V1
L= w0 0
v 00
is to be found. From (38) and (39) it follows that the dressing factor ®(x,t, \)
satisfies the following equations

i0,® + ALYe — 2oL = o (40)
N N

10,0+ > N Ao — 0y akal? =o. (41)
k=1 k=1

We also assume that the dressing factor is regular at [A\| — 0, co. Then from (40)
)

one can derive the following relation between Lgl) and Lgo
LW (x,t) = ®(a,t,00) L\ (2, )BT (2, 1, 00). (42)

This equation will play a central role in our further considerations since it allows
one to generate a new solution to (14) from the given one Lgo).
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Due to the reduction conditions (4), (5) the dressing factor obeys the symmetries

C®(z,t,—\)C = B(x,t,)\) (43)
B (2, t, )@ (z, ¢, \*) = 1. (44)

In order to obtain a nontrivial dressing we choose ®(z, ¢, \) as a rational function'
of A with a minimal number of simple poles. At first we shall consider the case
when these poles are generic complex numbers. Hence the dressing factor looks as
follows

AM (z,t)  ACM(z,t)C

A—p * A1

where Ry # 0, Sp # 0. It is evident that the reduction condition (43) is fulfilled.
On the other hand (44) leads to the conclusion that

Oz, t,\) =1+

(45)

AMT(z,t)  ACMT(z,t)C

The identity ®(\)®~*(\) = 1l must hold for any \. Therefore after equating the
residue at A = p* to 0 one gets the equation
*M(x,t *CM(z,t)C
(11 L (z,t)  p * (z,1)
= p A+ p

) MT(x,t) = 0. (47)

The rest of algebraic relations can be reduced to (47) due to the symmetry condi-
tions (4), (5).

The residue M ought to be singular since otherwise it should be proportional to 1
and the dressing becomes trivial. It suffices to consider the case rankM = 1. Then
M can be decomposed in the following manner

M =n)(m|,  |n)=(ni,n2,m3)",  (m|=(mi,msmj). (48

After substituting this representation into (47) one derives a linear system for the
three-vector |n)

m) — prn){mim) | p*Cln){m|Cm)

=0 (49)

2ik 2w
where we have used the notation w = Ru, x = Su. The solution of (49) reads
1 m|m m|C|lm -t
ny = — (Ydm) _ (mlOlm) o)y (50)
w 2ik 2w

'If ® is A-independent then it does not depend on x and t either. Thus (42) produces simply a

unitary transformation of L(lo) which is not essential because of U(2) gauge symmetry of the model.
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The vector |m) is an element of the projective space CP?2. Indeed, it is evident that
arescaling |m) — h|m) with any complex h # 0 does not change the matrix M.

Taking into account the ansatz (45) one can rewrite (42) as
LV =@+ M+cmo)LV + M+ cMC). (51)

Notice that the dressing procedure preserves the matrix structure of L since the
factor I + M + CM C is a block-diagonal matrix.

We have expressed all quantities needed in terms of |m) and now it remains to find
|m) itself. For that purpose we rewrite equations (40), (41) in the form

O(x,t,\) <i&x + AL@) o 1(z,t,2) = ALV

N
®(x,t,\) (i&t +ZA’“A,§°)> (z,t,\) Z)\k

k=1

(52)

It is obviously satisfied at A = 0. After equating the residues of (52) at A = p* to
0 we obtain a set of the differential equations

‘M p*CMC
(11+ P >(18I+M*L§°)> m) =0
Wt

53
(1 20NN (i S a0
Taking into acount (47) the equations above can be reduced to
(i@x + L (m,t)) im(z, ) = h(z, t)|m(z, b))
(54)

(@ + Z ) Im(x,t)) = h(z, t)|m(z,t))

for some arbitrary function h. At this point we recall that the vectors in the decom-
position (48) are not uniquely determined. Indeed, the operation |n) — B~!|n)
and |m) — BT|m) for any nondegenerate 3 x 3 matrix B produces another decom-
position of M. It is not hard to see that it is always possible to choose B in such a
way that h = 0 is fulfilled. Thus from (54) it follows that |m(z, t)) is proportional
to some fundamental solution 1g(z, t, A) of the bare linear problem, namely

Im(z,1)) = vo(x, 1, u")mo) (55)
(1)

where |mg) € C3\{0} is a constant vector of integration. The new solution L
of (14) and the solution 1 (z, t, A) of the corresponding linear system are param-
eterized by a complex number p and a complex three-vector |my).

Thus we have proved the following
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Proposition 3. Let Lgo) be a solution of (14) and Vy(x,t,\) be a common solu-

tion to (38). Let also 1 be a complex number to fulfill Ry # 0, S > 0 and
|mo) € C3\{0}. Then the matrix-valued function Lgl) (x,t) defined by (51) where
M = |n)(m]| is determined by (50) and (55) is a solution to (14) as well. The cor-
responding fundamental solution 11 (x,t, ) of (39) is given by 11 = ®1py where
®(x,t, \) is determined by (45), (48), (50) and (55).

Let us now consider the case when the poles of the dressing factor are imaginary,
i.e., we have

B M(z,t) CM(z,t)C
CI)(w,t,)\)—Il—i-)\()\_m%- pp— > K 0. (56)

Then ®~! has the same poles as ® and therefore the equality ®® ! = 1 already
contains second order poles. In this case the natural requirement of vanishing of
the matrix coefficients before (A — ix)~2 and (A — ix)~! leads to the algebraic
relations

McCMt =0  (57)
CMC

Mt
<H+M+ >CMTC+M<11+CMTC+2>=0. (58)

As before in order to obtain a nontrivial result M is required to be a degenerate
matrix, i.e., the decomposition (48) holds true. Then relation (57) is rewritten as
(m|Clm) = 0. (59)

The relation (58) in its turn can be easily reduced to the following linear system
for three-vector |n)

(Il + C]n}ém]C) C|m) = io|n) (60)

by introducing some auxiliary real function o. That linear system allows one to
express |n) through (m| and o, namely

In) = <ia - <“12|m>c> o). ©1)

In order to find |m) and o we turn back to the equations (52). Vanishing of the
second order poles in (52) leads to the conclusion that

|m(z,t)) = vo(z,t,—ik)|mg) (62)
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where |mg) is a constant nonzero three-vector. After substituting (62) into (59) and
taking into account (4) one convinces himself that the components of the polariza-
tion vector |mg) are no longer independent but satisfy the constraint

(mo|C|mg) =0 < Imoa|? = |mo2|? + |mos|. (63)

The vanishing condition of the first order poles leads to some differential constraint
on o(x,t) which is integrated to give

O'(CL', t) = _I{<m0|¢_1($7 t, i’{')w()(xa t, IK)C|mO> + 0o (64)

where og € R is a costant of integration.

Thus to calculate the soliton solution itself one just substitutes the result for |n) and
|m) into M and uses formula (51). As it is seen the new solution is parametrized
by the polarization vector |my), the real number o and the pole ix. All this can be
formulated as the following

Proposition 4. Let there be given a solution L) (z,t) to (14), a common solution
o(z,t, \) to (38), real numbers k > 0, oo and a complex nonzero vector |mg)
satisfying (63). Then the function Lgl) (x,t) determined by (51), (48), (61), (62)
and (64) is a solution of the system (14) too. The solution 11 (x,t, \) of the dressed
linear system (39) is given by 11 = Py where P is defined by (56), (48), (61),
(62) and (64).

One can apply the dressing procedure repeatedly to build a sequence of exact so-
lutions

L 2y p0 22 2y p ) (65)

More precisely this alternative procedure will be explained in Section 4.

3.2. Soliton Solutions

Let us apply the dressing procedure to the following seed solution

001
LGt =(000 (66)
100
of equation (14). In this case a fundamental solution to (38) reads
ifg(\) ifg(\)
cos z(x,t)e o 0  isinz(z,t)e o
Yo(w,t,\) = 0 e g 0 ©67)

ifg(\)t ifg (M)t
isin z(z,t)e 3 0 cos z(z, t)e 3
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where z(x,t) = Az + f1(\)t. We recall that fo(\) and f; () are even and odd part
of the dispersion law induced by the Zo grading of s((3), see (27).

We are going to consider the generation of a quadruplet soliton first. In this case
one uses factor (45). It is convenient to decompose the polarization vector |m)
according to the eigensubspaces of the endomorphism g (67)

1 1 0
lmo) =a | 0 | +5 0]+~ 1 (68)
1 -1 0

where «, (3, 7y are arbitrary complex constants.

If the vector |mg) is proportional to one of the eigenvectors of the endomorphism
1o, then the corresponding matrix M does not depend on the variables x and ¢ (due
to the projective nature of the vector |m)) and the corresponding solution (51) is a

simple unitary rotation of the constant solution Lgo).

Thus elementary solitons correspond to vectors |m), belonging to essentially two-
dimensional invariant subspaces of v, i.e., they correspond to polarization vectors
with only one zero coefficient in the expansion (68). Let us consider each of these
three cases in more detail.

Casei) a#0,8#0,vy=0
The one-soliton solution is given by

ui(x,t) =0

K cos(2wz + 2fF(u)t + ¢o — b5) ) } (69)

t) = 4iarct
vi(x,t) exp{ iarctan (wcosh(%er2f11(,u)t+ln\a/5|)

where ¢, = arga, ¢s = arg . Here £f{(\) and f{()\) are the real and the
imaginary part of the polynomial f; () (respectively f1*()\) and f{ (\) stand for the
real and imaginary part of f3() to be used later on). If the dispersion law of NLEE
is an even polynomial (f; (\) = 0) then the function v; becomes stationary

K cos(2wx + do — )
wcosh(2nx+ln]oz/ﬁ|)>} ' (70)

vy (z,t) = exp {41 arctan (

A plot of that solution is presented in Fig. 1. It is easy to check that v = 0,
v = exp(if(x)) is an exact solution of (18) for any differentiable function f(x)
tending to 0 when x — +oo. This resembles the case of the three-wave equa-
tion [33] where one wave of an arbitrary shape is an exact solution of the system
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5 10

o 05 00 O

Figure 1. Real and imaginary parts of the component v; in 70 as a function
ofz. Here k =1,w=10"3,a=1,8=1+1i.

and the two other waves are identically zero. The solution (70) has a simple spec-
tral characterisation and an explicitly given analytic fundamental solution of the
corresponding linear problem.

If the dispersion law contains odd powers of A as well then the elementary soliton
is no more stationary. For example in the case of equation (19) it reads

ui(z,t) =0, v1(x,t) = exp(4iarctan (eup (2, t))

K cos 2w[r + 8(3k? — W)t + (¢ — ¢5)/2w] (71)
wcosh 2k[z + 8(k? — 3w?)t + In|a/B|/2k] |

Ccub (.%', t)

Caseii) a #0,8=0,7#0
In this case the solution looks as follows

_ AwrQge, expi{wa + (£ (1) + £ (1))t + ¢a — 64}

(w - 1’%) gen (72)

ui(x,t)

8uwk?

vi(z,t) =1 - m

where ¢, = arg o, ¢, = argy and

Qgen = ouwelTH(E W+ (w)t+n |a/y] | (w+ i,{é)e*m*(fé(u)+f{(u))t*1nIa/v\.
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Figure 2. Contour plot of |u;|? (left panel) and |v1]? (right panel) for a
generic soliton solution (73) as a function of x and t where ¢ = v = Kk =
w=1.

In particular, when f()\) = —\21, i.e., fy(A) = —A? and f;()\) = 0 hold, we obtain
a solution to (18)

() = 4iwkQ* exp i{wa(cw—i-_(/:z)z?;ﬂ)t + ¢ — 04}

8wk (73)

vi(z,t) =1— [CESTeE

where
Q= 2wen(172wt)+ln|a/'y| + (w + iﬁ)efn(fowt)fln\a/ﬂ.
Contour plots of |u1|? and |v1|? of the solutions (73) are shown in Fig. 2.

When the dispersion law is odd, say f;(\) = —8A3, the quadruplet solution repre-

sents a travelling wave of the form

4iwkQ* exp iw[z + 8(3K% — w?)t + (o — Py) /W]
(w—ir)Q?

up(z,t) =

8uwk? 74

vi(z,t) =1— [CESTeE

where

Q= 2wem(w+8(n273w2)t+ln|a/’y|//€) + (w + iﬂ)efn(x+8(m273w2)t+ln|a/fy\/l€).

This is an elementary soliton for the cubic flow NLEE (19).
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Caseiii) a =0,8#0,7v#0

The solution now can be obtained from the solution in the case (ii), by changing
a— fand xr — —.

In the cases ii) the solution (73) is a soliton of width 1/x moving with velocity 2w.
The corresponding soliton in the case iii) moves with a velocity —2w.

In the generic case, when all three constants are non-zero, the solution represents a
nonlinear deformation of the above described solitons. For x > 0 it may be viewed
as a decay of unstable time independent soliton from the case i) into two solitons,
corresponding to the cases ii) and iii) (see Fig. 2). For k < 0, the solution is a
fusion of two colliding solitons into a stationary one.

Let us now consider dressing by a factor with two imaginery poles (doublet case),
i.e., 4 = ik. There are two essentially different cases.

Casei) a #0,3#0,7y=0

From (63) it follows that |mg 1| = |mg3|. It suffices to pick up mg; = 1 and the
third component is mg 3 = exp(ip), ¢ € R. The doublet solution reads

uy(x,t) =0, vi(x,t) = exp(4iarctan Egen (2, 1))
00 — 2k(z + f1 (ik)t) sin ¢ (75)
cosh 2(kz + f{ (ik)t) + sinh 2(kx + £f (ik)t) cos

Egen(z,t) =

If the dispersion law of NLEE is even polynomial, i.e., f;(A) = 0, then v; becomes
stationary

. o9 — 2kx sin @
vi(z,t) = exp { 1 arctan <cosh 2kx + sinh 2kx cos <p> } (7o)

Figure 3 presents the argument and the imaginary part of v1(z) in the stationary
case as functions of z and the phase ¢.

As in the quadruplet case if the dispersion law is an odd polynomial the doublet
solution is time-depending. Let us consider the simplest example f1(\) = —8A3
corresponding to equation (19). Now (75) obtains the form

uy(z,t) =0, vi(z,t) = exp(4iarctan ZEcyp(x, 1))
oo — 2k(z + 24K2t) sin (77)
cosh 2k (x + 8k2t) 4 sinh 2k(x + 8k2t) cos ¢

Ecub(xvt) =
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Figure 3. Plots of the argument (left panel) and Im v, (x) (right panel) for
the stationary solution (76 ) as a function of x and ¢, Kk = 0 = 1.

Case ii) Generic Doublet

Now let us assume mg > # 0. For simplicity we fix mg2 = 1. Then the norms of
mo,1 and my 3 are interrelated through the equality

2 2
[mo,1|” — [mos|” = 1.
This is why it proves to be convenient to parametrize them as follows
mp,1 = cosh foe!(Pote) mo,3 = |sinh HO\ei(SDO_@ (78)

where 0y, g and @ are arbitrary real numbers. Then the doublet soliton solution
reads

24" (5 (iw)t400) (o I o

up(z,t) = Az © 0 #0) [sinh 64 cos ¢ + isinh 6_ sin @]

2
2(2ic — 1) . dio(ioc — 1)
A A2

(79)
vi(z,t) =1+

where
A(z,t) = cosh? 6, cos® ¢ 4 cosh? f_ sin® ¢ — io
o(z,t) = oo + kfl (ir)t + K (:L’ + £ (im)t) sinh 26 sin 2¢
0+ (x,t) = kx + f1 (1K)t + 6.

Let us consider the special case when the dispersion law is —\?1. The solution (79)
is significantly simplified if in addition one assumes that mg 3/mg1 > 0 (¢ = 0).
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Figure 4. Contour plot of R (x,t) (left panel) and R v1 (z, t) (right panel)
for doublet soliton (81) as functions of x and t. Here k = 0, 09 = 5 and
0y = 0.

The result reads

2 (cosh?(kz + 6) +1i(o0 — 26%t))
(cosh?(kx + ) — i(og — 2n2t))2
oy — (coshz(/m +6p) +i(og — 25%5)2

cosh?(kx + ) — i(og — 2k2t
2

(cosh?(kz + 6p) — i(og — 2/{2t))2.

el(r?tHeo) smh(/m + 6p)

Uy =

(80)

A plot of Ruj(x,t) and Rvq(z,t) is shown in Fig. 4.

It proves to be of some interest to consider the odd dispersion case as well. In the
simplest nontrivial situation when f1(\) = —8\3 (equation (19)) we have

2 (cosh®(kx + 83t + 0p) + iog)
uy = (cosh®(kz + 8r 0) 1002) €% sinh(kx + 8x°t + 6p)
(cosh?(kx + 8K3t + ) — ioy)
o (coshz(/-cx + 8Kk3t + 6p) + i00)2
P\ cosh?(kz + 843t + fp) — iog
2

(cosh?(kz + 8K3t + b)) — i00)2

(C2Y)

We have assumed above that ¢ = 0.

Remark 5. Let us make a few short remarks on the behaviour of doublet soliton
(81). First of all it is evident that this is not a travelling wave solution. Moreover,
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Figure 5. Contour plot of |u1(x,t)|? (left panel) and |v; (2, )|? (right panel)
for doublet soliton solution (81) as a function of x for several values of :
t=0,1,5,10,20,40.

as it is seen from Fig. 5 the component |u1(x,t)|? has two symmetric maxima and
one minimum at the origin (respectively |vi(z,t)|? has two symmetric minima and
one maximum at the origin). The value of the maximum of |u1 (x,t)|? (respectively
the minimum of |v1 (x, t)|?) first increases with time (o (t) > 0) and then decreases
(o(t) < 0). The maxima positions of uy depend on t according to

go(t)z——+ll <\/1+\/1+02 )+ /1+02(t) > (82)

where o(t) = o¢ — 2k?t. The soliton velocity v := d&y/dt is not constant but
changes with t as given by

26%to(t) 1+ 0%(t)

1+ 02(t) \/1 N \/m.

Such behavior resembles the boomerons and the trappons [4,5]. In Fig. 6 it is
plotted the t-dependence of the soliton velocity.

v(t) = —

(83)

3.3. Multisoliton Solutions

As we have already mentioned the dressing procedure can be applied several times
consequently. Thus after dressing the one-soliton solution one derives a two-
soliton solution, after dressing the two-soliton solution one obtains a three-soliton
solution and so on. Of course, in doing this one is allowed to apply either of dress-
ing factors (45) and (56). Therefore the multisoliton obtained will be a certain
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Figure 6. The soliton velocity v(t) and position of the maxima &y(t) of
solution (81) as a functions of ¢t. Here Kk = 09 = 1,0y = 0 and ¢ = 0.

combination of quadruplet and doublet solitons. Another way of derivation the
multisoliton solution consists in using a dressing factor with a proper number of
poles

M | CMC Yr P CPC
— 14+ k + A 4+ ). (84
Z()\ L /\-l-uk) ;()\—L‘il /\+1/il> (84)

As it follows from (84) the multisoliton solution obtained will be a mixture of Ny
quadruplet solitons and Ny doublet ones. In order to determine the residues of ®
one follows basically the same steps as in the case of a two-poles dressing factor.
Firstly, the identity ®®~! = 1 implies that the residues of ® and ® ! fulfill some
algebraic restrictions. For example we have

hm (A — )@@~ = M@, =0, k=1,...,N, (85)

A=
where

N1 t t N> t f
_ M, CM,C P, CP/C
O =1+ g E + g g — + . .
s (u — My uk+u¢> a Pt <Mk+mz Mk — 1K

Apart of this type of constraints we have another one originating from vanishing
of the coefficients before the imaginery poles

lim (A~ ir)200 7! = (ir)?PCP/ =0, 1=1,....Ny (86)
—1K]

lim O[(A — ir))?®® '] = ir;0,CPIC +ix, LCOIC = 0 (87)

A—}iﬂl
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where

Ny

M CM,C CPC

@zzﬂ-i-i/ﬂg ) gy
iy \1RL— H 1R g

N2
. P, CP.C
i) <i(m — ) Tim ns)) '

Vanishing of the rest of poles of ®®~! leads to algebraic constraints which coin-
cide with (85)—(87) due to the action of Zs reductions.

Since My (x,t) and P;(x, t) must be degenerate matrices one introduces their fac-
torizations My = |ng)(mg| and P, = |q;)(p;|. Substituting it into (85)—(87) we
reduce the first and the third constraint to linear systems for |ny) and |g;)

N1 No
‘mk> = Z‘Brk’nr> + Z Dsk‘Qs>
r=1 =1 (88)

Ny No
C|pl> = Z Erl|nr> + ZFSZ‘QJ
r=1 s=1

where the matrix coefficients read

r r|C
By e it <<m me) (] |w:k>c>
Hr — M Hr + Ky

* 5| S C m
e i (L) lClme) o)
1Kg — Uy, ks + oy,
T C T . S S
Epl 1= —iky <<m [Clew + <m [P C> , Fo = 10g — (pslp >C
1K) — [k 15] + g 2

T o= <<ps|C|pz> B <ps|pz>c)7 sl

Rs — K] Ks + K

By inverting the linear system (88) we can express |n ) and |g) through all |my),
|p;) and o and that way determine the dressing factor in terms of the latter. The
vectors |my) and |p;) as well as the functions o; can be found from the natural
requirement of vanishing of the poles in (52). The result reads

‘mk(x’ t)> = %(377 t, IU’Z)‘mk,O>
Ipi(x,t)) = Yo(x,t, —irg)|p1o) (89)
oy(z,t) = =k {proly ™ (x, t, k)0 (@, t,ik1) Clpro) + o1



46 V. Gerdjikov, G. Grahovski, A. Mikhailov and T. Valchev

Analogously to the two-poles case the components of |p;) are not independent. As
a result of (86) that the following relations holds true

(pi(,1)|Clpi(z,t)) = (P1,0|Clp1,0) = 0. (90)

Thus we have proved that the dressing factor in the multiple poles case is deter-
mined if one knows the initial fundamental solution 1o (z, ¢, \). The multisoliton
solution itself can be derived through the following formula

LW (x,t) = ®(a,t,00) L\ (2, )BT (2, 1, 00) 1)
where
Ny N2
O(x,t,00) =1+ » (My + CMC)+> (P, + CPC).
k=1 =1

From all said above it follows that the algorithm for obtaining the multisoliton
solution can be presented symbolically as follows

LY — {ma) 3y, )3, (o

— {3 ), — (3 (P — LY,

4. Interactions of Quadruplet Solitons

In this section we aim to study the interactions of solitons we have derived. We
shall restrict ourselves with quadruplet solitons for NLEEs with odd dispersion
laws. This is the simplest case since the solitons are travelling wave-type solutions.
The interactions of the other types of solitons require a special treatment and will
be done elsewhere.

Our study will be based on the Zakharov-Shabat scheme [34] applied to the re-
cursive procedure (65). Their approach consists in calculating the asymptotics of
generic N -soliton solution for ¢ — 4-co and establishing the pure elastic character
of the interactions of generic soliton, i.e., solitons travelling at different velocities.
The pure elastic character of the soliton interactions is demonstrated by the fact
that for ¢ — F-oco the N-soliton solution splits into a sum of N one soliton solu-
tions preserving its amplitudes and velocities. The only effect of the interaction
consists in shifting the center of mass and the initial phase of the solitons.

The one-soliton dressing factor corresponding to the quadruplet case with poles at
+py is given by

A A
Op(z, t, A, ) =1 + \ My(x,t) + h\

CM,(z,t)C.  (92)
— Mk + Uk k()
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The residues My, (z,t) = |ng)(mg| are determined by the following equalities

L ((mgdmw) (mg|Clmy) L\ T
) = 1 < ke 2wk C> )
ay + Bk (93)
|my (2, 1)) = o(x, t, ) |muo), Imio) = Vi
ay — Bk

Let us now outline the alternative procedure for constructing the N-soliton solu-
tions of the NLEE (14). The idea is to apply subsequently NV times the the one-
soliton dressing. For simplicity we assume that all IV solitons are of quadruplet
type. As a result the sequence of mappings (65) allows us to constructs a sequence
of Lax operators with potentials Lgk), k=1,..., N and eigenfunctions

X?;g)(x7t7 )‘) = @k($7t7 )\7 Mk)q)k—l(x7ta )\7/”6—1) cee ‘I’l($,t, )\7 ,Ul) (94)

2o (2, 6, NV B] _(A\, 1) ... @ (A 1) @] (A )
where
@p,— (A ) = lim @y (1, A, o) (95)

The dressing factors ®(x, t, A, i) are constructed in analogy with (92) as follows

A A
Dp(x,t, N\, =1+ Mg (z,t) + CMjg(z,t)C
k(2,8 A pk) py— k() P k()
1 my|m m;|C|m -1
. 21K 2wy,

lmy) = @1 (z,t, pir, pr=1) - - - L1(x, T, e, po1) M)

Thus for the N-soliton potential we obtain

LN (z,1) = lim Xy (@t ML ) (.1, ). (97)
Next we recall that we are considering NLEE with odd dispersion laws (14b).
Their one-soliton solutions are traveling waves and depend on Zy = = — Vit,
where Vj, = 1/kzimf1 (puz,). In particular, for the equation (19) f;(\) = —8\% and
Vi = 8(3/;% — Hi) Now let us to pick up the trajectory of the INV-th soliton: Z =
x — 2wpnt/3 = fixed and evaluate the asymptotics of LgN) (x,t) for t — +o0o for
fixed Z . This will allow us to see what are the effects of the soliton interactions

on the N-th soliton.
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In what follows we will assume that all solitons move with different velocities, i.e.,
Vj # Vi, for k # j. It is natural to split the solitons in two groups

i.e., the solitons belonging to M are moving faster than the /N-th soliton, while
the ones belonging to M _ are slower.

Now we are able to calculate the limits of ®(x,¢, \) for ¢ — +oo for fixed Zy.
To do this we firstly need to obtain the limits of the one-soliton dressing factor for
x — *oo. It can be verified that

() 0 ¢,
q)k,—()‘nuk) = Em (I)k(ﬂj',t, )‘) = 0 1 0
S —c (V) 0 k(N
99)
ck(A) 0 ¢ (A)
(I)k’Jr()\,/Lk) = xlir& (I)k(.%',t, A) = 0 1 0

where 2 ) \ i
() = 1A~ Imzl L= (/ék _/ék).
Py AT — g Py A°— g
Note that the asymptotics ®, 1 (A, py) do not depend upon the polarization vectors
|mio) and that they commute for different values of A. This allows us to describe
explicitly the IN-soliton interactions of quadruplet solitons.

The action of @, 1 (A, p11) on the polarization vectors produces the equalities

ag + B af + B
P+ (A, k) Vi = %
oF _mAEpp B _ e AF g
o pENE Br Mg ATF pk

Next we have to evaluate the asymptotics of |my(z,¢)) when ¢ — +oo along the
trajectory Zn(x,t) = const. This is done recursively using (99). Skipping all
technical details here we get

(e 0) =TT @) TT @G gl (2, )
JEM 4 JEM_

m(e ) =TT @ Govom) [T @ ool (e, 1)),
JEMS JEM_

(101)
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Then from (100) and (101) one deduces that

0‘1+v s Mk
o L I Avs 11 Bwg
k=1""k% jem, jEM_
_ N
N TTE T Bvs IT A
@ k=1""k jem, jeEM_
B T
PN _ H & H By, H A (102)
p k=1"k jem, JEM_
ﬁ_ N
fN:H*f H An,j H Bn,j
k=1""k jem, JEM_
BNt BN
NI N TN =

As aresult we obtain that: i) the soliton interactions are purely elastic, and ii) their
effect is shifts of the relative center of mass and the phase 6y = arg o — arg 3 of
the solitons

Zﬁ:ZN:F Z ZN,j + Z ZN,j

JEM 4 JjeEM_
SN=0nE D> In; F D> Ony (103)
JEM 4 JeEM_

1
ZN,j = %(m |Anj| —In[Byl), ¢én; = arg(An;) — arg(Bn,;)-

5. Integrals of Motion

Here we will sketch briefly the direct method for finding integrals of motion, intro-
duced by Drinfel’d and Sokolov [6]. We will apply it to the system (18). In order to
do that it proves to be technically more convenient to deal with the Lax pair (20),
(22). We will use the transformation P(z, ¢, \) that diagonalises simultaneously
the Lax pair L and A

~ £
L:?*lLfP:iaﬁAJJrLHTlJF...
(104)

.A:(‘P_IATZI(?t—F)?I—F)\Ail—}—‘AO—{—%_F
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Here all matrix coefficients L, A_; and A, k = 0,1, ... are diagonal. Using the
asymptotic expansion for P(x, t, A)

T, t
p2( )+

Pl t,\) = 1+ LD

105
3 2 (105)
one can get a set of recurrence relations

Uo+ Jp1 = Lo+ p1J (106)
ip1e +Uopr + Jp2 = L1+ p1Lo + p2J (107)

k—1
ipra + Uobk + Jprs1 = Lk + DrarJ + D Ph-mbm (108)

m=0

Here we assume that all coefficients p; (I = 1, 2,...) are off-diagonal matrices.

In order to solve the recursion relations above, we will split each relation into a
diagonal and off-diagonal part. For example, treating this way the first relation
above one gets

Lo=Us,  Ul=-[Jpi] (109)

where the superscripts d and f above denote projection onto diagonal and off-
diagonal part of a matrix respectively. Taking into account the explicit form of Uy
for £ we have

; 1 00
Lo = §(uu; +ovy) 0-20 ]. (110)
0 01

Thus as a density of our first integral we can choose: Jg = uw*u, + v*v,. It
represents momentum density of our system. For the stationary solutions (70) and
(76) the momentum density is depicted on Fig. 7. It is evidential, that the integrals
of motion are well localised function of x.

Similarly, for the second integral density one gets
91 = Jund 4+ vui]? + 4uvy — vugl?.
In general, the k integral of motion can be calculated through the formula
¢ \d
Ly = (Uopk) . (111)

The matrix py, in its turn is obtained from the following recursive formula

pkz—adf<ipk_1x (Uopr—1)' Zpklm ) (112)



On Soliton Interactions for the Hierarchy of a Generalised Heisenberg . .. 51

| | / | / ™~ I (.
~. / |
—4 ~_/ i / 2 4 \‘ st
| / ||
|/ |
,5—\‘\ “‘r \\ ‘TZO L
““ c/ “‘ \“ sk
-10 “\\// \H‘
Y

Figure 7. Plots of the density of the first integral of motion as a function of =
evaluated on the stationary quadruplet soliton (70) fora =8 =v=w =1,
& = 0 (left panel) and for the stationary doublet soliton (76) for kK = o9 = 1,
¢ = 0 (right panel).

Note, that the zero curvature representation is gauge invariant, i.e., [£, A] = 0 is
fulfilled. Since [Lj,A;] = 0 the commutativity of £ and A is equivalent to the
following requirements

OpA_1=0,  0Lp—0;A,=0, k=0,1,... (113)

Hence £, represent densities of the integrals of motion we are interested in.

6. Conclusions

The soliton solutions for a hirarchy of NLEEs related to the symmetric space
SU(3)/S(U(1) x U(2)) are constructed. In order to obtain the soliton solutions
we have applied the dressing procedure with a two-poles dressing factor. It has
been shown that there exist two types of one-soliton solutions: quadruplet solitons
which are associated with four symmetrically located eigenvalues of L and doublet
solitons which are associated with a pair of purely imaginary eigenvalues. This re-
markable fact is a consequence of the simultaneous action of two Zg reductions
on the Lax pair. The properties of the elementary solitons depend crucially upon
the symmetry properties the dispersion law. For example, if the dispersion law is
an even polynomial then the elementary soliton of the first type will be stationary
(see formula (70)) otherwise it is time-dependent (fomula (71)). In the case of the
doublet type solitons the situation changes significantly — the components of the
polarization vector |myg) are no longer independent, see (63). This is why we have
only two cases possible: generic case and a degenerate case. In the latter case the
doublet soliton is stationary if £(\) is an even polynomial, otherwise they are time-
depending. In the generic case a new phenomenon arises. When the dispersion law
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is an even polynomial the soliton is not a travelling wave. Its behaviour resembles
that of trapons and boomerons — the soliton velocity is not fixed but varies with
time.

We have described the quadruplet soliton interactions for NLEE with odd disper-
sion laws by calculating explicitly their asymptotics along the soliton trajectories
in the generic case (different soliton velocities). The important result consisted in
the following:

i) the N-soliton interactions are purely elastic and always split into sequences
of elementary two-soliton interactions

ii) the effect of each two-soliton interaction consists in shifts of the relative
center of mass and relative phases of each of the solitons

iii) the corresponding shifts are different from the ones for the NLS and Heisen-
berg ferromagnetic equations.
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