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This work is devoted to the study of a general class of anisotropic problems involving p(-)-Laplace operator. Based on the variational
method, we establish the existence of a nontrivial solution without Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz type conditions.

1. Introduction

The elliptic problems in anisotropic form concerning the
Sobolev space with variable exponents have recently attracted
the attention of many mathematicians; see [1-13] and the
references therein. Such equations arise in connection with
the equations describing electromagnetic fields and the
plasma physics; see [14, 15] and various applications like
those in thermorheological fluids [16], elastic mechanics [17],
and image restoration [18]. They also appear in biology;
see, for instance, Bendahmane et al. in [19], as a model
for the propagation of epidemic diseases in heterogeneous
domains.

In the present paper, we study the anisotropic nonlinear
elliptic problem of the form

N
—Zaxiai (x, axiu) + |u|PM(")_2 u=f(xu),
i=1

for x € Q, (1)

N
Zai (x, axiu) v; =0 for x € 0Q),

i=1

where O ¢ RY (N > 2) is a bounded open set with smooth
boundary and v; are the components of the outer normal
unit vector and for i € {1,...,N}, forall x € Q, Py =
max{p,(x), ..., px(x)}, where the exponents p, : O — R
are continuous functions such that inf ., p;(x) > 1.

We assume that the functions f and @, : Q x RN — R
are Carathéodory and satisfying the following conditions for
alli € {1,2,...,N}.

(A1) There exists a positive constant ¢; such that g; fulfills
o (5,8 <, (b () + "), )

forallx € Qandall¢é € RY, where b e Lpi,(')(ﬂ) (with
1/p;(x) + 1/p;(x) = 1) is a nonnegative function and
A;: QxRN — Ris the mapping which verifies
&
Ai (x> E) = JO a; (x, El, e gi*l’ S, Ei+l’ e EN) ds. (3)

(A2) There exists d; > 0 such that
di € < pi () Ay (0 8) @

forall x € Qandallé € R.

(A3) The monotonicity condition
[ (x,s) —a; (x,0)] (s—1) >0 (5)
takes place forall x € Q and all s, € R with s # ¢.

Example 1. We take

(x)-2

a; (x,s) = |s|P s, Vie{l,...,N}, (6)
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and then the operator

N

Zaxiai (x, axiu) 7)

i=1

becomes in particular p(-)-Laplace operator

_ S pi(x)-2
A () = D 3, (|ax,.u| ax,.u) : (8)
i=1

This is why operators (7) are often known as generalized p(-)-
Laplace type operators.

On the other hand, the anisotropic equations with the
variable exponent growth conditions enable the study of
equations with more complicated nonlinearities since the
differential operator A j,,(u) allows a distinct behavior for
partial derivatives in various directions.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we give
the necessary notations; we also include some useful results
involving the variable exponent Sobolev spaces in order to
facilitate the reading of the paper. Finally, in Section 3, we
prove the existence of nontrivial solution.

2. Preliminaries and Main Result

We introduce the setting of our problem with some auxiliary
results. For convenience, we only recall some basic facts
which will be used later; we refer to [20, 21].

For r € C,(Q), we introduce the Lebesgue space with
variable exponent defined by

'Y Q) = {u :
u is a measurable real-valued function, 9)
J u ()] dx < oo} ,
Q
where
c.(@)={rec(@r):infr>1}. o)
This space, endowed with the Luxemburg norm,
r(x)

u(x)

H

ull o) = inf {‘u >0: J dx < 1]» , 1)
Q

is a separable and reflexive Banach space. We also have an
embedding result.

Proposition 2. Assume that Q is bounded and r,, r, € C,(Q)
such that v, < r, in Q. Then, the embedding L29Q) —
LO(Q) is continuous.

Furthermore, the Holder-type inequality

\LuuwwwdxszwmmmmwﬁWm (12)
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holds for all u € L'7(Q) and v € Lr,(')(Q), where Lr’(')(Q) is
the conjugate space of L'(Q), with 1/r(x) + 1/r'(x) = 1.
Moreover, we denote

r"=supr(x),

x€Q)
(13)
- inf
r-=infr (x)
and, for u € LV (Q)), we have the following properties:
lullrog <1 =1>1) &
. o ' (14)
[ux)|dx<1 (=1;>1);
Q
lull o) > 1=
- : (15)
Il o0 < L lu ()™ dox < ull g 5
lull o) <1 =
i i 16)
ey < |10 G dx < Il s
vl — 0 (— 00) &=
17)

J [u(x)|™ dx — 0 (— 00).
Q

To recall the definition of the isotropic Sobolev space with
variable exponent, Wh(Q), we set

w0 (@)
(18)
={uel’ (@) :0,uel (@), Vie{l,.. N},
endowed with the norm
N
lallwsoooy = Ny + Y 05t oy - (19
i=1

The space W), |- lwrroqy) is a separable and reflexive
Banach space.

Now, we consider p : O — RY to be the vectorial
function

p(x)=(p (x),..., px (x)) (20)
with p; € C,(Q) foralli € {1,..., N} and we put

P (%) = max {p; (x),..., py (%)},

(21
Py (x) = min{p, (x),..., py %)}
The anisotropic space with variable exponent is
X=w" @) ={uer(Q):o.u
(22)

e LMV (Q), Viefl,...,N}}
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and it is endowed with the norm

N T 1 s

N
S Pt @

The space (Wl’ﬁ(')(Q), Il - IIWl,;,(.)(Q)) is a reflexive Banach
space. Furthermore, an embedding theorem takes place for
all the exponents that are strictly less than a variable critical
exponent, which is introduced with the help of the notations

e —N
YN 1P ()
24
(M g en, Y
r(x) =1 [N -r(x)]
00, if r(x) > N.

Proposition 3. Let O ¢ R" be a bounded open set for all
i = 1,2,...,N and p; € C+(§) foralli € {1,...,N}.
Ifq € C(;R), 1 < q(x) < max{p"(x), pps(x)} for all
x € Q, then one has the compact and continuous embedding
whPO(Q) — 119(Q).

Remark 4. We make the following notations:

Fr={i € (o N} 0 ] sy = 1}
(25)
Fo={i e (s N} 0t oy > 1}
Then, by (14), (15), and (16),
ij 0, 1" dx= Y J 10,1, dx
e ez, o
Y | Jo.u
IE./'
= 3 ol
. (26)

+ 3 Jomli

i€F,

N
2> [0

LPt()

—

o

i€F

Thus,

Mz

pi(x) N P
> ol dx 2 Y ol -N. @)
i=1

]
—

Definition 5. One defines the weak solution for problem (1)
as a function u € X satisfying

N
J Zai (x, ax.u) 0. vdx + J |u|PM(x)—2 v dx
Qi1 ' i 0
(28)

—J f(x,u)vdx =0,
Q
forall v € X.

We suppose the following hypotheses.

(F1) There exist C > 0 and g € C,(Q) with py, < g <
q" <P’ (x)forall x € Q, such that f verifies

|f (e, 9)] < C(1+1s]77) (29)

forall x € Qandall s € R.
(F2) limy, _, o (f (x, D)t/ [£]PM)
(F3) f(x,s)

(F4) There exist two positive constants « and 3 such that

= 0o uniformly for x € Q.

= O(|s|P»71) uniformly for x € Q.

Yy (1) <oy (x,8) < By, (x,s), YO<t<s,  (30)

where
vy (1) = f(x,t)t = p,,F(x,t),
(31)
v, (x,1) = f (x,t)t — py,F (x,1),
with F(x, 1) = [, f(x,s)ds.
(A4) prAi(x,8) > a;(x, &) > p, Ai(x,&) > 0forall x € Q
and all & € R.

The function f(x,t) = [t]1)7%, where pi, < ¢ < q" <

P * (x) is an example of functions verifying the assumptions
(F1)-(F4). In fact, we have

|t|q(x)
q(x) ’ (32)

fet)yt = ¢,

F(x,t) =

and then we get

¥ (1) = (1 - %) 1177,
. (33)
¥2 (1) = (1 - %) 1177,

which means that (F4) is satisfied since we have y, (x, t) which
is nondecreasing in t > 0 and then v, (x,t) < y,(x,s) when
0 <t < s, so we take o = 1. Taking into account that y, y, >
0, it follows that

v, (x, 1) <
Y, (x,t) ~ PM

Obviously the other assumptions are held.
We report our main result.

= B. (34)



Theorem 6. Under conditions (Al)-(A4) and (F1)-(F4), prob-
lem (1) has at least a nontrivial weak solution.

The purpose of this work is to improve the results of the
above-mentioned papers and many others, without assuming
the Ambrosetti-Rabinowitz type conditions (A-R) used, for
instance, in [1-3,10], where in (A-R) there exist0 > p;, A > 0
such that for any x € Q and t > A we have

0 <OF (x,t) < f (x,t)t. (35)

In fact, it is known that (F4) is much weaker than the (A-
R) condition in the constant exponent case (see, for instance,
[22]). We will use the mountain pass theorem with Cerami
condition which is weaker than (PS) condition used, for
example, in [4, 6].

The energy functional corresponding to (1) is defined as
¢: X - R,

=] YA (cau)drs [ L
¢ (u) = Z X,0.u)dx QPM(x)u x
(36)
—JF(x,u)dx.
Q

By a standard argument, we can see that the functional ¢ is

well defined and of class C', with its Gateaux derivative being
described by

Mz

(¢ .y = |

o a; (x, axiu) o, vdx

I
—_

i

+ J [ulP*®72 4y dx (37)
Q

f(x,u) vdx,

o

forall u,v € X.
Putting

N

I(u) = J;) ZAi (x, axiu) dx

i=1

+ J |u|Pm(x) dx, (38)
Q pum (x)

J(u) =- LF(x, u) dx.

Proposition 7. (i) By (A3), the functional I' is of (S,) type;
that is, if u, — u and lim supnqoo(l'(un) - I'(w), u, — u),
thenu, — uin X.

(ii) From (FI), the functional J " is weakly strongly continu-
ous; that is, u, — u = ]'(un) - J'(w).

The proof of the first assertion (i) is similar to that in [2].
The second assertion is well known.
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3. Proof of the Main Result

We will use the mountain pass theorem (see [23-25]), so we
start by the condition of geometry in the form of the following
lemma.

Lemma8. (a) Thereexistsv € X withv > 0 such that $(tv) —
—00ast — 00.
(b) There exist r, o > 0 such that ¢(u) > o for ||lul| = r.

Proof. (a) From (F2), we may choose a constant K > 0 such
that

F(x,s) >K |s|P;" uniformly in x € Q, |s| > Cx. (39)

Lett > 1 large enough and v € X with v > 0, and from
(Al) and (39) we get

N
o (tv) = JQ ;Ai (x, axitv) dx

b s dx- | P dx
o par (x) Q

< ti J |6 (%) |ax,_v| dx
i=1 74

|a 'P,(x)

+tPMZJ dx

i=1 Q pl(x

+ tPX/I J ; |V|PM(X) dx
a Py (X)

- J F (x,tv)dx
Q

< f?,i%cyz ||b||Lp<>(Q ”a "LPI()(Q

J 10,17 dx

+ 1
+ tPM max G—
I<isN " p_ -

1
P J [P dx
v o

- J F(x,tv)dx — J F (x,tv)dx
|tv|>Ck [tv|<Cx

< 2t1122<1)1§c Z ||bi||LP,~’<'>(Q) ”axiv”m(_)(m

+ max,; c :
+ P D 1<ien G J |a V|P
i=1

m

+ 1 + +
L J |v|pM(x) dx — KtPm J [v|P™ dx
v o Q

- J F (x,tv)dx
|tv]<Cx
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< 2max G, Z (Y () ”axi""m("(m

4 tPu maX1<z<NC J |a lez
i=1

m

_*J [y|Pr) dx—Ktp;WJ [v[P™ dx
v Jo Q

(40)

where C; > 0 is a constant, taking K sufficiently large to
ensure that

max; ;NG '
—IS_'SN J |a V'P dx +—J [P dx
pm i=1 pM Q

(41)
—KJ |V|PX"dx<0
Q
which implies that
¢ (tv) — —co ast — +oo. (42)
(b) By (A2), for [lu]| < 1, we have
min <i< pix)
)2 M JZI "
1
+— J [u|P® dy — J F (x,u)dx
Pp o Q
miny ;. nd; < 4
> o Z|| u]]m ot PM ||u||U,M( o @
- j F (x,u)dx
Q
i d. N
> &’Sf\“ [P — J F (x,u) dx.
(N + 1) py, 0
On the other side, from (F1),
|f ()] < e lulP ™+ C (e) |1
T ’ (44)
V(x,u) e QxR.

By the continuous embedding from X into L19(Q) and
LP4(Q), there exist ¢;, ¢, > 0, such that

] < ¢ flull,

LPM(Q)
el oy < & Mlualls (45)

el o=y < 2 Nl
((®)]

5
for all u € X. Hence,
s +
F(x,u deJ — |u|P dx
|, Fomars< | ol
+J C©) 11 gy (46)
q(x)
< ech g 4 8 Ly
1 2 T
forallx € Qandallu € R.
Therefore,
min, ;. (d;, 1 - -t
¢ (u) > <$ﬁ) -C(e) ] ull? P
2(N+ 1P pr, )

+ +
_ scf’M) ”u"PM ,

since 1 < py, < g . Then for r sufficiently small, we take o > 0
such that

¢ () >0, YueX with |u| =r. (48)

O

Definition 9. A sequence (z,) is called a Cerami sequence if
¢(z,,) is bounded and (1 + ||Zn||)¢'(zn) — 0.

Lemma 10. Ifc € R, then any sequence of Cerami (C), of ¢ is
bounded.

Proof. Let (u,,), be a (C), sequence of ¢. We claim that (u,,),,
is bounded; otherwise, up to a subsequence, we may assume
that

¢ (u,) — ¢,

il — oo, (49)

¢' (u,) — 0

Putting w,, = u,/|lu, |, up to a subsequence, we have w, — w

in X,w, - win 11%(Q) and in LPX/‘(Q), w,(x) = w(x).
Almost everywhere x € Q.

Here, two cases appear, when w # 0, since we know that
(@' (w,),u,,) = o(|lu,]]), that means

Pa(x)
L} Za,- (x, Bxiun) 8xiun dx + L} |un| dx

i=1 (50)
- J- f(xu,)u,dx=0
Q

Dividing (50) by [lu,,[|” i , by using (Al), a straightforward
computation leads to

< 00. (51)

L f (|x, ung y |




Meanwhile, in view of condition (F2) and Fatou’s lemma,

JQ de B JQ f Gyt lwnlp&

| P Ju, | P (52)

— 00,

which is contradictory.
In the case when w = 0, we choose a sequence t,, € [0, 1]
satisfying

¢ (taus) = max (tu,,). (53)
If w = 0, since w, — 0in L9(Q) and |F(x,1)| < C(1 +

|t|9*)), by the continuity of the Nemitskii operator, we see that
F(,w,) — 0in L'(Q)asn — +oo; therefore,

lim J F(x,w,)dx = 0. (54)

n— o0 Q

Given m > 0, since, for n large enough, we have
lu, I~ @mNpi)/Pn € (0,1), using (54) with R =

(2mNp;I)1/ Pn_ from assumption (A2), and, considering
Remark 4, we get

Bltu) 2 6 (ﬁ) - $(Ra,)

N
- L i:ZlAi (x,0,, Rw,) dx

1 pm(x) J
+ Rw,|™ " dx - | F(x,Rw,)dx
Jo 5 IR F(nRe,)

2m1n1<z<N <Z||3R “U’()(Q

(55)
- 1
+ ||an"£:;nM(-)(Q) - N) - JQ F (X, an) dx > p—+
M

Reo. [P
-min{l, mindi} <w —N>
1<i<N P

RPm
—J F(x,Rw,)dx>Cy| — - N
Q Pum

- J F (x, Rw,) dx > m.
o

Thereby, ¢(t,u,) — +00. On the other hand, we know
that ¢(0) = 0, ¢(u,) — ¢, so we can deduce that

€10,1[,

<¢, (tnun) > tnun> =t,

d (56)
Elt_t,f/’ (tw,) = 0.
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It yields
1
(/5 (tnun) - PT¢, (tnun) (tnun) — +00. (57)
Therefore,
J. ZA (x 0, U )
1 N
- — J Zai (x, ax,tnun) 0, t,u, dx
pm Q i=1 ' '
1 Pu) 4 (58)
i L) P (%) | | dx
L J |t,u |pM(x) dx - J F(x,t,u,)dx
Pm
1
+ J (—f (x,t,u,) tnun) dx — oo,
a\ P
so we get
[ (o o) ) - 1) )
o\ Pn (59)
— +00.
Moreover,
1
¢ (un) = ¢ (un) - _+¢I (un) (un)
Pum
(60)

> L (%f(x,un)un —F(x,un)>dx.

From (A2) and (F4), there exist a, 8 > 0 such that

6= [ (s Goanu,

- F(x,u,) |dx
i )

sof (s ) -Feu))as @

>a/5J (pmf(x b)) (6 ) - F(x,tnun)>dx

Hence, ¢(u,) — +00, which is impossible. O

Proof of Theorem 6. According to Lemma 8 and Lemma 10,
we are to apply the mountain pass theorem, so seeing that the
sequence (u,,),, (in Lemma 10) is strongly convergenttou € X
remains and it will be done.

Now, because the Banach space X is reflexive (cf. [2, 3]),
and regarding the boundedness of (u,), in X, there exists
u € X such that u, — u. Since ¢' is the sum of (S,)
type maps I' and J' which is weakly strongly continuous (cf.
Proposition 7), ¢’ is also of (S, ) type. Thus, u,, — uinX. [
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