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In this paper I attempt to convey an idea of Hao Wang's style as a philoso-
pher and to identify some of his contributions to philosophy. Wang was a
prolific writer, and the body of text that should be considered in such a task
is rather large, even if one separates off his work in mathematical logic, much
of which had a philosophical motivation and some of which, such as his work
on predicativity, contributed to the philosophy of mathematics. In a short pa-
per one has to be selective. I will concentrate on his book From Mathematics
to Philosophy [1974] *, since he considered it his principal statement, at least
in the philosophy of mathematics. It also has the advantage of reflecting his
remarkable relationship with Kurt Godel (which began with correspondence
in 19672) while belonging to a project that was well under way when his
extended conversations with Gόdel took place. Although GodeΓs influence is
visible, and in some places he is documenting GόdeΓs views by arrangement
with their author, the main purpose of the book is to expound Wang's philos-
ophy. Although I will comment on the Wang-Gόdel relation, a discussion of
Wang's work as source for and interpretation of Gόdel, work which included
two books written after GodeΓs death ([1987] and [199?]) will have to be
deferred until another occasion.

1. Style, convictions, and method

Wang's writings pose difficulties for someone who wishes to sort out his philo-
sophical views and contributions, because there is something in his style that
makes them elusive. FMP, like other writings of Wang, devotes a lot of space
to' exposition of relevant logic and sometimes mathematics, and of the work
and views of others. Sometimes the purpose of the latter is to set the views
in question against some of his own (as with Carnap, 381-384); in other cases
the view presented seems to be just an exhibit of a view on problems of the
general sort considered (as with Aristotle on logic, 131-142). The presence
of expository sections might just make Wang's own philosophizing a little
harder to find, but it is not the most serious difficulty his reader faces. That

1 This work is referred to as FMP and cited merely by page number.
2 In fact Wang first wrote to Gόdel in 1949, and they had a few isolated meetings

before 1967. But the closer relationship originated with an inquiry of Wang
with Gόdel in September 1967 about the relation of his completeness theorem
to Skolem's work. GόdeΓs reply is the first of the two letters published in FMP,
pp. 8-11.


