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1. Introduction

I shall call identical loci, two loci bearing genes identical by descent; that is,
going back to the same locus of one common ancestor.

If we consider one diploid individual called K, his two homologous loci may
be identical if he is "inbred"; that is, if his two parents I and .1 have some
common ancestors Ai (figure 1).
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F'IG,URE 1

Example of idenitical loci due to commoni ancestors.

The probability of identity of his two homologous loci is named hlis coctJicie'it
of inbreeding fK,
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whiere Ai are unrelated ancestors. It is remembered that 1 - fK is the p)robalbility
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