Chapter 3
A TEST FOR ALGEBRAIC OR
TRANSCENDENTAL NUMBERS
Suppose a field K has been extended to its completion KW with respect
to some valuation or pseudo- valuation w(a). The element a of Kw is then
said to be algebraic over K if it satisfies an equation
aoxn H- aix11"1 + ... + an = 0 (ao * 0, n 5* 1)
with coefficients in K, and it is otherwise called transcendental over K.
The corresponding extension field K(a) is likewise algebraic, or transcendental, respectively.
Much of the following investigations are concerned with the problem
whether a given real, p-adic, g-adic, or g*-adic number a is algebraic or
transcendental over the rational field r . There is one, relatively elementary, approach to this problem where one studies the values of variable
polynomials F(x) with rational integral coefficients at the point x = a; it
will be studied in the present chapter. A much deeper method, due to Thue,
Siegel, and Roth, uses properties of the rational approximations of a. For
the explicit construction of such approximations a simple algorithm will be
given in the next chapter. It is based on the continued fraction algorithm for
real numbers and forms its natural extension to p-adic, g-adic, and g*-adic
numbers. The deep theorem of Roth shows that these approximations cannot
be too good in the case of an algebraic number a. The theorem is bestpossible and has many interesting consequences. The long and involved proof
fills all the remaining chapters.
Before starting with these investigations, it has perhaps some interest
to collect certain general properties that are basic for the theory of Diophantine approximations.
One such property was already mentioned in the first chapter. This was
the
Fundamental Inequality: la I n |a|p.
where a 4s 0 is any rational integer, and pi,..., Pr are finitely many distinct
primes. Thus, in particular,
|a|>l

and

|a|p * -j^j- .

The second property makes a statement on the density of the rational
integers on the real axis:
If a. and |3 are real numbers such that a < /3, then there are exactly
[p] - [a] rational integers g such that a < g ^j3. In particular, the
interval 0 ^ g ^ ]3 contains exactly [|3] + 1, and the interval -)3 ^ g ^ /3
exactly 2[/3] + 1 rational integers.
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Here [a] denotes as usual the integral part of a, i.e., the greatest rational
integer that does not exceed a.
The third property is the famous
Principle ofDirichlet (Schubfachprinzip): If n+1 elements are distributed among n sets, then at least one set contains more than one element.
As we shall find, all three properties will again and again be applied on
the following pages.
1. Notation.
Let aeJP, a0ePp, -AePg, and A*ePg* be any real, p-adic, g-adic, and
g*-adic number, respectively, and let
la|, I alp, |a|g, and |a|g*
be the corresponding valuations or pseudo-valuations. When properties in
common to all four kinds of numbers are being discussed, we shall use the
letter a for any one of them; and the symbol co(a) will then stand for the
corresponding valuation or pseudo-valuation.
By integer, without any qualifying term, we always mean a rational integer. All polynomials that occur in this chapter lie in the polynomial ring
r[x], thus have rational coefficients. If
g(x) = boxq + bixq~ + ... + bq
is such a polynomial, the maximum
IgSJl =max(|bol, Ibil,..., |bq|)
is called the height of g(x). Throughout this chapter,
F(x) = Aoxm + Aixm-1 + ... + Am
is an arbitrary polynomial with integral coefficients, of a degree not exceeding m and of height A = |F(x)|.
2. The minimum polynomial of an algebraic number.
Let a be a fixed number (real, p-adic, g-adic, or g*-adic) which is
algebraic over F. There exists thus at least one polynomial g(x) * 0 in r [x]
such that g(a) = 0. Among all polynomials with this property we select one of
lowest degree, the polynomial
f(x) = aoxn + aix11"1 + ... + an, where ao * 0, n ^ 1,
say.

If g(x) vanishes for x=a, then g(x) is divisible by f(x). For g(x) may
be divided by f (x) and then takes the form
g(x) = f(x)h(x)+k(x),
where h(x) and k(x) are again in r[x], and k(x) is of lower degree than
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f(x) or vanishes identically. Since k(a) = g(a) - f ( a ) h (a) = 0, k(x) is
divisible by f(x), whence k(x) = 0.
We call f (x) the minimum polynomial, and f (x) = 0 the minimum equation, for a. Except for a constant factor distinct from zero, the minimum
polynomial evidently is unique, and hence so is its degree n. The number a
is then likewise said to have the degree n.
If the algebraic number a is real or p-adic, then the minimum polynomial f (x) is irreducible over F, but this need not be true if a is a
g-adic or g*-adic\number.
First let a belong to either P or Pp; thus a is element of a field.
Further suppose that f (x) = g(x)h(x) where g(x) and h(x) are nonconstant
polynomials in r[x] and therefore are of lower degrees than f (x). It follows
that g(a) +0 and h(a) + 0, hence that also the product gta)h(a) = f ( a ) is
distinct from zero, which is false.
Secondly assume that a lies in Pg or Pg*. Then the last proof is no
longer valid since there are zero divisors in both rings. By way of example,
the g-adic number -A-**-(l, 0,..., 0) has the minimum polynomial f(x) = x(x-l)
which is reducible over F[x],
A g-adic or g*-adic number is algebraic if and only if all its components
are algebraic.
The proof is the same in both cases; it suffices therefore to deal with
the case of a g-adic number A-^tei,..., «r). K A is algebraic, let f(x) be
its minimum polynomial. Then
f(A)—[ftei),..., f(a r )] = 0, hence f(«i) = ... = f(a r ) = 0.
It follows that all components ai,..., ar are algebraic, and that their minimum polynomials are divisors of f(x). Conversely, let ai,..., ar be algebraic, with the minimum polynomials fi (x),..., fr(x), respectively, and let
f (x) be the least common multiple of these polynomials. Then
f(o?i) = ... = f(a r ) = 0 and hence fU)—[f(ai),..., f(a r )] = 0
and so A is likewise algebraic. It is clear from this proof that the minimum
polynomial of A is equal to the least common multiple of the minimum polynomials of its components. The same is true for algebraic g*-adic numbers
A*.
The minimum polynomial of an algebraic number or has no multiple
zeros, hence is relatively prime to its derivative.
The assertion certainly holds when a = a or a = a0 because then f (x)
is irreducible over F, a field of characteristic 0. It still remains valid when
a = A or a = A* because the least common multiple of finitely many polynomials irreducible over F cannot have multiple zeros.
3. An algebraic identity.

Let a be again an algebraic number. We may assume that its minimum
polynomial
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f(x) = aoxn + aix11"1 + ... + an, where ao * 0, n ^ 1,

has integral coefficients, and we write
Denote by
F(x) = Aoxm + Aixm-! + ... + Am
a second polynomial with integral coefficients, of height
We assume, for the present, that
(i):
Ao * 0, so that F(x) has the exact degree m; and
(ii):
F(x) is relatively prime to f(x).
These restrictions will later be relaxed.
As is proved in algebra, these two conditions imply that the resultant
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of f (x) and F(x) is distinct from zero. Denote by g(x) and G(x) the two
determinants that are obtained from the determinant for R by leaving the
first m+n-1 columns unchanged, while replacing the last column by a new one
consisting of the successive terms
m-2 ,..., 100
0
xm-l , xA.
A
A, U, U, ...,
\J
and

0, 0, ..., 0, xn-1, xn-2, ..., 1,

respectively. Then the following identity holds:
(1):
R = f (x)g(x) + F(x)G(x).
For multiply the 1st, 2nd,..., (m+n-l)st column of R by the factors
x m+n-l j
and add to the last column. This operation does not change the value of the
determinant, but transforms it into a new determinant where the last column
now consists of the terms
X m-lf( x ),

x»-2fW,...f l-f(x), x*-lF(x), xn-2F(x),...,
On splitting this column into the two columns
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xm-2f«, ..., l.f( x ), 0, 0,... 0,

and

0, 0, ... 0, x*-lF(x), xn-2F(x), ... , l-F(x),
the assertion follows at once.
From its definition as a determinant of order m+n, R is a sum of at
most (m+n)! terms where each term is a positive or negative product of m
factors a^ and n factors A^ . It follows that R satisfies the inequality
(2):
1* |R|« (m+n)!
Here the lower bound holds because R is an integer distinct from zero.
Similarly, g(x) and G(x) may be written as polynomials of the form
g(x) = box™-1 + bixm-2 + ... +b m -l
and
G(x) = Box^-l + BiXn-2 + ... + Bn-1,
where the coefficients bju, and Bv are the cofactors of the last column of R,
hence are determinants of order m+n-1. They are thus integers, and an
estimate just as for R leads to the inequalities
HiWl * (m+n- 1) 1 am-

(3):
(4):

4. Inequalities for algebraic numbers.

On putting x = a in the identity (1), it follows that
R =F(a)G(a)
and hence that
(5):

In order to deduce lower bounds for co{F(a)} from this equation, it becomes
necessary to distinguish between the four different kinds of numbers.
Case I: a = ot is a real algebraic number.
Since G(x) is at most of degree n-1, the inequality (4) implies that
|a| n - 1 +|a| n - 2 +...+ W+l) ^
lal11-1 + |a|n"2 + ...+ |a| + l).
On the other hand, by (2),
|R|*1.
It follows therefore from (5) that
(1,1):
where the factor
Cl (m) =
depends on a and m, but is independent of A.
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Case 2: a = a0 is a p-adic algebraic number.
Since the polynomial G(x) has integral coefficients and is at most of degree n-1,
iGteojIp^maxOaol*.- 1 , l«olg'2,..., |a0|p, 1) = maxdaol*"1, 1).
On the other hand, by (2) and the fundamental inequality,
Hence it follows from (5) that
(1,2):
|F(a 0 )l p 5*c 2 (m)A- n
where the factor
c a (m) = {(m+n)I a^maxdaolg- 1 , I)}"1
depends on aQ and m, but is independent of A.
So far, the inequalities (1,1) and (1,2) have only been proved if F(x) satisfies the conditions (i) and (ii) of § 3, •
(i):
F(x) has the exact degree m, and
(ii):
F(x) is relatively prime to f (x).
However, both inequalities remain valid if only the following weaker conditions are imposed,
(if):
F(x) is at most of degree m, and
(ii1): F(a) * 0.
For let mf be the exact degree of F(x). Then m' < m, hence
ci (mT ) ^ ci (m), c2 (m1 ) ^ c2 (m).
The inequalities (1,1) and (1,2) corresponding to the degree mf are thus at
least as strong as those corresponding to the degree m and imply the latter.
Next, in both cases a = a and a = «o the hypothesis F(a) * 0 implies
that F(x) is relatively prime to f(x). For the polynomial f(x) is now irreducible over T, and so F(x) and f (x) cannot have a nonconstant common
factor unless F(x) is divisible by f(x).
Case 3: a = A-~-(ai,..., ar) is a g-adic algebraic number.
Let again F(x) be at most of degree m, and let F(A) * 0. Then
)— [F(ai),..., F(ar)] * 0,
and so there is a suffix j with 1 < j ^ r such that F (aj) * 0. Let f j(x), the
minimum polynomial of aj, have the degree n(j) and the height a(j). The
inequality (1,2) maybe applied to the component F(OJ) of F(A), giving
where c2(i)(m) stands for
|aj|^i)'1, I)}"1.
Put
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and

/
logg
logg \
eil gPl
Cs(m) = min UW) ° , ...,caW(m)erlogPr/.
By the definition of the g-adic value,
logg
|F(A)|g = max
It follows then, finally, that
(1,3):
where the exponent n(A) is a positive number depending only on A, and c8(m)
is a positive number that depends on A and m, but not on A.
Case 4: a = A* is a g*-adic algebraic number.
Let A**->~(a, A) be the decomposition of A* into its real and its g-adic
components, We assume that F(A*) t 0. Since
at least one of the two components F(o?) and F(A) is distinct from zero. If
F(a) + 0, then |F(a) | satisfies an inequality of the form (1,1); if, however,
F(A) * 0, then an inequality of the form (1,3) holds for |F(A) |g. Now, by the
definition of the g*-adic value,
|F(A*)| g *=max(|F(a), |F(A)|g).
It follows therefore that there exist a non-negative number n(A*) depending
only on A* , and a positive number c4(m) depending on both A* and m, but
not on A, such that
(1,4):
|F(A*) Ig* > c4(m)A-n(^*)On combining the four inequalities (1,1)- (1,4), the following result is obtained.
Theorem 1: Let a be an algebraic number (real, p-adic, g-adic, or
g*-adic), and let F(x) by a polynomial with integral coefficients, of degree at most m and of height A. There exist a non-negative number n(a)
depending on a but not on m or A, and a positive number c(a, m) depending on a and m but not on A, such that
either F(a) = 0, or w{F(a)} >c(a,m)A- n ( a ).
The importance of this theorem lies in the fact that the exponent n(a) is
entirely independent of the polynomial F(x). As we shall see, the position is
very different for transcendental numbers.
There is a second theorem involving the product of the values of the components of F(a). Put
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|F(a0)lDp

if a= «o,

rr
]

if a = A*M-(<XI,..., a r ),

i=

,_ ^_,, ,„,

if a = A*-**"C

A proof just like that of Theorem 1 leads to the following result.
Theorem I1: Let the hypothesis be as in Theorem 1. Put v(a) equal to
n-1 or n, according as a has, or has not, a real component; here n
denotes the degree of a. There exists a positive number r (a, m) depending on a and m but not on A such that
either ft{F(a)}= 0, or fl{F(ct)} > y(a, mjA-^a).
The proofs of both theorems depend very essentially on the Fundamental
Inequality. The other two general properties mentioned in the introduction
have not been used. They form the basis for the next investigations.
5. A theorem on linear forms.

From now on the number a need no longer be algebraic. Our aim is to
find polynomials F(x) for which o>{F(a)} is small. The construction makes
use of Dirichlet's principle and of the density properties of the integers which
were mentioned in the introduction. In the special case when F(x) is a
linear polynomial, a simpler and more explicit method will be given in the *
next chapter.
We begin'with a general theorem on linear forms1
Theorem 2: Let

n
Lh(x) = u ahkxk
(h = 1,2,..., n)
k=l
be n linear forms in n variables with real coefficients, and let
n
a=
max
£ lahkl>0h=l,2,...,n k=i

If Xi,..., Xn are n positive numbers such that
Xi...X n > a11,
there exist n integers xi,..., xn not all zero satisfying
|L h (x)|<X n

(h = 1,2,..., n).

1. This is a slightly weakened form of Minkowski's theorem on linear forms (Geometrie der Zahlen, §§ 36-37). I learned the proof as given here more than 30 years ago
from my teacher C. L. Siegel.
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Proof: Denote by N a very large positive integer, and define n further
positive integers ti,..., tn by the formulae

t h -LTAhT J

+1

(h = 1,2,..., n).

Since, asymptotically,
ti... tn - . a"
(2N+l)n
AI .. .AH

as N -» oo,

N can be chosen so large that
ti...t n < (2N+l)n.
The ordered system (xi,..., xn) is said to be admissible if each xh
equals one of the 2N+1 integers 0,71,72,..., 7N between -N and +N. There
are then (2N+l)n admissible systems. For such systems,
n
n
|Ln(x)| = I E a h k x k l ^ N E l a f c k l ^ a N ,
k=l
k=l

so that
-aN ^ Lh(x) ^ +aN.

Divide the interval [-aN, +aN], for each suffix h=l, 2,..., n, into th subintervals of equal length y^, the subintervals j[h\ J^\...9 j£', say; points
on the boundary of two adjacent intervals should be counted as belonging to
only one of them. In accordance with the values assumed by the forms
Li(x),..., Ln(x), there corresponds to each admissible system (xi,..., xn)
(1)
(n)
(h)
a unique ordered system (Jj ,..., Jj[n ) of n subintervals such that Lh(x)eJ£ .
By the construction, the number of all such systems of n subintervals is
exactly ti,... tn, hence is less than the number of admissible systems
(xi,...,xn).
It follows then, from Dirichlet's principle, that there exist two distinct
admissible systems (xi,..., xn) and (xi',..., xtf) for which the values of
Li (x'),..., Ln(x') and of Li(x"),..., Ln(x") lie in the same system of subintervals (Ji7,...,
J{
L
A 0- Therefore
l
n
(h = 1,2,..., n).
*•»!

Put
f

tf

T

.

It

Xi = Xi - Xi ,..., Xn = X!n - Xn.

Then xi,..., xn are integers not all zero for which
|Lh(x)|= |Lh(x!) - Lh(x")|«s -T— <Ah

(h=l,2,... n)
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because
1> —

6. On a system of both real and p-adic linear forms.
From Theorem 2 we shall now deduce a result on the values of systems
of linear forms that have coefficients in different completions of the rational
field.
Denote by
a linear form with real coefficients not all zero for which
further by pi ,..., pr finitely many distinct primes, and by
lj(x) = «j1x1+...+«jMxM
a linear form with pj-adic coefficients satisfying

(] = 1,2,..., r)

maxdaj! lpj,..., I«JM!PJ) * 1 (J = M,.,., *)•
Since l(x) has at least one non-zero coefficient, there is no loss of generality
in assuming that
aM* 0;

for, if necessary, it suffices to renumber the variables.
Let Ei,..., Er be r arbitrary positive integers. By hypothesis, the
coefficients aj^ of each form lj(x) are p^-adic integers. Hence there exist
rational integers aj ^ satisfying the inequalities

Now put

ajLx1+ ... + ajM XM
+

Lj(x)

pf 1 xM+j}

(j= 1,2,..., r)

if j = 1,2,..., r,
if j = r+pi, /!= 1,2,..., M-l,
if j = M+r

X][jl

l(x)

The linear forms Lj(x) so defined have real coefficients such that the sum of
the absolute values of the coefficients of each form is not greater than 1.
Therefore, on applying Theorem 2, with n=M+r and a=l, it follows that
there exist integers xi , x2 ,..., XM+r n°t oil zero satisfying the system of
inequalities
|Lj(x)| < Aj

(j = l,2,...,M+r),
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positive numbers such that

Let us now specialize this result in two different ways,
First specialization: Denote by T a number greater than 1 and define a
number t > 1 by
tM-l
further put
if j = 1,2,..., r,
i f j -p+ttji.l,2,...,M-l,

*J
4

HJ

Then
and so we may apply the last result. It follows then from the formulae for
Lj(x) and Xj that there exist integers xi,x2,..., XM+r not all zero satisfying
the inequalities
llfto+pfJxM+jk I
(j = 1,2,..., r),
Ixj< t

( M = 1,2,..., M-l),

The first r of these formulae imply that already xi, ..., XM cannot all vanish;
for otherwise also XM+I = ... = XM+I. = 0.
These first r inequalities are equivalent to

because the expressions on the left-hand sides are integers. Hence
> = 0(modpj E J)

(j = 1,2,..., r)

and therefore
ll](x)lpj« P ] - E J

(j = 1,2,..., r).

Now
M

= I E
so that also

(j = 1,2,..., r).
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Finally, from T >1 and t > 1 and from the last M inequalities, we deduce
that

Since |<XM! * 1, it follows that
nx

/I
I
I
\\ ^
••
max(|xi
I,...,
IxMlX
i *»
aMi •

Second specialisation: Put
Kx)=x M
which is evidently allowed, and choose
T=J

where tM = 2(M+l)r p?1... pEr .

Otherwise leave the notation just as in the first specialisation. On repeating
the last computations, it now follows that there exist integers xi,..., XM not
all zero such that
|lj(x)|pj< P : E J
a = 1,2,..., r),
maxdxil,..., Ixjvjl) < t.
The two results just proved contain the following theorem.
Theorem 3: Let
l(x) = «ixi+...+ «MxM, where 0< \a\ I+...+|«M| < 1,
be a linear form with real coefficients; let PI ,..., pr be finitely many
distinct primes; let
lj(x) = ofjlXl+...+ ajMxM, where max(|aj1lp],...,|ajM|pj) < 1,
be, for j = 1,2,..., r, a linear form with pj-adic coefficients; let E!,...,Er
be positive integers; and let T> 1.
(i): There exists a positive constant Ai independent of Ei,..., Er, and
T, such that there are integers xi,..., XM for which
-Ei
it / \i
— ~E-|.
px ^ PI ,•••> H r W l p r ^ P r »

0<

(ii): There exists a positive constant A2 independent of Ex ,..., Er such
that there are integers xi ,..., XM for which
pl

*PrEl,..., llr(x)lp r ^p r E r ,
A2(p!El...
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Remark: Theorem 3 may be extended to systems that contain more than
one real linear form, more than one pi-adic linear form, etc., and more than
one pr-adic linear form. The best method is to apply either Minkowski's
theorem on linear forms or his theorem on lattice points in convex bodies.
7. Polynomials F(x) for which w {F(a)} is small.

Let a be an arbitrary algebraic or transcendental number (real, p-adic,
g-adic, or g*-adic). Theorem 3 leads to the construction of polynomials
F(x) = Aoxm + Aixm-1 + ... + Am
with integral coefficients, of degree at most m and of height A > 0, for
which co{F(a)} is small. They are obtained by specialising the linear forms
l(x) and lj(x) and choosing the parameters Ei,..., Er, and T suitably. The
theorem is applied with M=m+l, and with Ao, Ai,..., Am instead of XI,...,XM
as the variables. One must again distinguish between the different kinds of
numbers.
Case 1: a = a is a real number.
In Theorem 3(i) choose r=0 and
l(x) = K~l(h><*m + Aid!111-1 + ... + Am)
where
/c= |a| m + \a\m-l + ... + H + l.
Further denote by s an arbitrary number greater than 1 and put

T = KSm.
Since the hypothesis of the theorem evidently is satisfied, it follows that
there exists a polynomial F(x) for which
(IV,1):

|F(ff ) | ^ s-m,

0 < A < A!/c1/m-s.

Cases 2 and 3: a is a p-adic or a g-adic number.
Let a = A-*-^(a?i,..., ar) be a g-adic number; for r=l this includes the
case of a p-adic number. Define non- negative integers fi ,..., fr by the
equations
pjj = max(l, |0j| pj )

(j = 1,2,..., r)

and apply Theorem 3(ii) to the linear forms
"1 + ... + Am)

(j = l,2,...,r)

the coefficients of which obviously are pj-adic integers. Also put
Ej = mfj + (m+l)ejt

(j = 1,2,..., r)

where t is an arbitrarily large positive integer and ei ,..., er are, as usual,
the exponents in
ei
er
g = Pi -Pr
-
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The hypothesis of the theorem is again satisfied. It follows that there exists
a polynomial F(x) with the properties
(IV,2):

/ r \ m
^, Q< &*$ te ( A Pjj) m+1 • g* .

m+1

|F(A) Ig « g""^

For we first obtain the second inequality together with the formulae
IrCapIp,*^*1^*
(j = 1,2,..., r),
and these imply the first inequality by the definition of the g-adic value.
Let, in particular, a = a0 be a p-adic number. We now define a single
non-negative integer f by
and apply the inequality (V,2) with g=p and r=l. It follows that if t is an
arbitrarily large positive integer, there exists a polynomial F(x) with the
properties
fm
(m+1)t
(IV,3):
|F(nd)l p * p"
, 0< A * A2pm+1 -pt.
Case 4: ,a = A*—-(a, oti,..., ar) is a g*-adic number.
Define K, fi,..., fr, l(x), li (x),..., lr(x) exactly as in the first two cases,
and put
T = ftgmt;
EJ = m(fj+ejt)
(j = 1,2,..., r),
where t is again an arbitrarily large positive integer. The hypothesis of
Theorem 3(i) is then satisfied, and it follows that there exists a polynomial
F(x) for which
1 j*
(IV,4):
|F(A*) |g* « ff mt , 0 < A « A! «m- ^ pj • g2t.
FOB the second inequality is obtained exactly in the form given, but instead
of the first inequality we obtain the r+1 relations
I F(«) I * g-mt,
I F(aj) U « Pj-^mt
These, however, imply that

(j = 1,2,..., r).

|F(A) Ig ^ g'mt,
hence that
max(|F(a) |, |FU) |g) < g-mt f
so that the assertion follows from the definition of the g*-adic value.
In the four cases denote by u the upper bounds
\ m
fm
L

respectively, that were obtained for A. The results just proved may be combined to give the following theorem.
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Theorem 4: Let a be an arbitrary number {real, p-adic, g-adic, or
g*-adic), and let m be any positive integer. Put
m
if a is real,
m+1
if a is p-adic or g-adic,
y

if a is g*-adic,

There exists a positive constant y(a, m) depending on a and on m but
not on A, as follows. If u is any sufficiently large positive number,
there is a polynomial F(x) with integral coefficients, of degree at most
m and of height A, such that
co{F(a)} «sy (a,m) u"M(a»m), 0 < A ^ u.
Hence also
This theorem has again an analogue for the function £2{F(a)}, defined
in § 4, which is proved just like Theorem 4.
Theorem 41 : Let a and m be as in Theorem 4, and let
( m
if a is real or g*-adic,
M(a,m) =
if Q .g p_
There exists a positive constant r(a,m) depending on a and on m but
not on A, as follows. If u is any sufficiently large positive number, there
is a polynomial F(x) with integral coefficients, of degree at most m and
of height A, such that
n{F(a)} ^ r(a,m)u"M(a'm), 0 < A ^ u.
Therefore also

«{F(a)}^r(a,m)A" M(a ' m) .
8. A necessary and sufficient condition for transcendency.

From now on let a be a transcendental number. The polynomial f (x) of
Theorem 4 then satisfies the inequalities
0 < o>{F(a)} « y (a,m)u" fl( * m) , 0 < A ^ u,
because F(a) * 0 by the hypothesis.
Assume further that the parameter u tends to infinity, so that co{F(a) }
tends to zero. This implies that F(x) cannot remain fixed, but must run
over an infinite sequence of distinct polynomials with heights A tending to
infinity. For there are only finitely many polynomials F(x) with integral.
coefficients, of degrees not greater than m and of bounded heights; and for
such a set of polynomials co{F(a)} necessarily has a positive minimum.
Hence, if a is transcendental, there exist infinitely many distinct

56

LECTURES ON DIOPHANTINE APPROXIMATIONS

polynomials F(x) with integral coefficients, of degrees not exceeding m and
of heights tending to infinity, such that
0 < o>{F(a)}
This is true whatever the value of m. We may then choose m so large that
jjt(d,m) is greater than any prescribed positive number A and that therefore
as soon as A is sufficiently large.
This result may be combined with Theorem 1, leading to the following
test for transcendency.
Theorem 5: The number a (which may be real, p-adic, g-adic, or
g*-adic) is transcendental if and only if, given any positive number A,
there exist a positive integer m and infinitely many distinct polynomials
F(x) with integral coefficients, of degrees not exceeding m and of
heights A tending to infinity, such that
0 < o>{F(a)} ^ A-A.
This test leads immediately to a special class of transcendental numbers,
the Liouville numbers2 . A number a is said to be a Liouville number if there
exist, (i) an infinite sequence of distinct rational numbers
l, Hn = max(|Pn|,|Qn|),
and (ii) an infinite sequence of positive numbers
{Ai, A2, A3,...}
tending to infinity, such that
0<o,(a-g)<HnAn

(n = 1,2,3,...).

Every Liouville number is transcendental.
For put
Fn(x) = Qux-Pn
so that FQ(X) is a polynomial of the first degree of height Hn. Then

because, by the definition of
The assertion is thus contained in the special case m=l of Theorem 5.
There is no difficulty in constructing Liouville numbers, and thus transcendental numbers, of each of the four kinds. Thus the real number
2. The real Liouville numbers were discovered by Liouville in 1844; for the reference see the introduction to the second part. These numbers gave the first explicit
examples of transcendental numbers.
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£ 2- nI , the g-adic number £ S nl , and the g*-adic number £ g+
rTf)
1
1
1 \ V
all are Liouville numbers. This is proved easily by taking as rational approximations 7^- the sums of the first n terms of these series.
Wn
However, Liouville numbers are the least interesting examples of transcendental numbers. None of the more important constants of real analysis,
like e,?r, and log 2, are Liouville numbers, although they are transcendental.
Actually, proofs of their transcendency may be based of Theorem 5, but it
then is necessary to consider polynomials F(x) of arbitrarily high degree.
We shall later prove some theorems by means of which it is possible to
construct transcendental numbers that are not Liouville numbers. But our
aim is not to give a general theory of transcendental numbers and of proofs
of transcendency. For this important and beautiful theory the reader is referred to the following three books:
A. Gelfond, Transcendental and algebraic numbers (in Russian), Moscow 1952.
C. L. Siegel, Transcendental numbers, Princeton 1949.
Th. Schneider, Transzendente Zahlen, Berlin 1957.

