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1. Introduction. The existence of almost periodic solutions of almost
periodic systems has been studied by many authors. Generally, the ex-
istence of a bounded solution does not imply the existence of almost
periodic solutions [4] To obtain almost periodic solutions, we need ad-
ditional conditions, for example, separation conditions and stability con-
ditions. Another approach is to assume the existence of a Liapunov
function with some properties ([2], [5]). Relationships between separation
conditions and stability conditions have been discussed by the author [3].

In this paper, by assuming the existence of some Liapunov function,
we shall obtain an existence theorem for an almost periodic solution,
which improves Fink and Seifert's result [2] and proves Yoshizawa's
result [5] as a corollary.

We denote by Rn the Euclidean w-space and set R = R1 and R+ =
[0, oo). Let I a; I be the Euclidean norm of xeRn.

2. Theorem and some remarks. Consider the almost periodic system

(2.1) x' = f(t, x) ( ' = d/dt) ,

where x, fe Rn and f(t, x) is defined on R x D, D open set of Rn, and is
almost periodic in t uniformly for x e D. The following theorem is an
improvement of Fink and Seifert's result [2].

THEOREM. Suppose that the system (2.1) has a solution φ(t) such
that φ(t) e K on R+, where K is a compact subset of D, and assume that
there exists a continuous scalar function V(t, x) defined on R+ x D,
which satisfies the following conditions:

( i ) V(t, φ(t)) is bounded on R+,
(ii) I V(t, x) — V(t, y) | ^ L | x - y \ for x,yeS, te R+, where S is

any compact subset of D and L may depend on S,
(iii) V(t, x) ^ a{\ x — φ(t) |), where a(r) is continuous and positive

definite and

V(t, x) = ϊϊm-ί {V(t + h,x + hf(t9 x)) - V(t, x)} .
h+oh
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Then the system (2.1) has a unique almost periodic solution in D
whose module is contained in the module of f(t, x).

The proof shall be given in the next section. In order to obtain a
unique almost periodic solution in K, Fink and Seifert have assumed the
following conditions; in addition to the conditions in our theorem, V(t, x)
is defined on R x D and is continuous in t uniformly for (t, x) e R x S
for each compact subset S of D, and V(t, φ{t)) = 0. Our theorem shows
that we can drop these conditions and furthermore we can verify the
uniqueness in D of the almost periodic solution. As will be seen from
the example below, the uniqueness of the almost periodic solutions in any
compact subset of D does not necessarily imply the uniqueness in D.

Consider

3 -
[y> = (χ- φ(t))\x - 3)2 + y2 ,

where φ(t) = sin t + sin V~2t. Let D = (—2, oo) x (—00, 00). Then there
are exactly two almost periodic solutions in D, that is, {x = 0(£), y = 0}
and {# = 3,2/ = 0}. However, any compact subset of D contains at most
one almost periodic solution {x = 3, y = 0}, because inίteBφ(t) = —2.

In our theorem, we have to know what φ(t) is. However, there is
often a case where we know only the existence of a compact solution of
(2.1). For such a case, the following corollary is useful and it also im-
proves Yoshizawa's result [5], except the result on stability.

COROLLARY. Suppose that there exists a continuous scalar function
V(t, x, y) defined on R+ x D x D which satisfies the following conditions:

( i ) V(t, x, x) is bounded for te R+, x e S, where S is any compact
subset of D,

(ii) I V{t, xu yd - V(t, x2, y2) \ ̂  L{\ x, - x2 \ + | y, - y21} for t e R+, xί9

%2, Vu 2/2 £ S, where L may depend on S,

(iiϊ) V(t, x, y)^ a(\x — y |), where a(r) is continuous and positive
definite and

V(t, x, y) - lim ±-{V(t + h, x + hf(tf x), y + hf(t9 y)) - V(t, x, y)} .

Moreover, assume that the system (2.1) has a solution which remains in
a compact subset of D for t ^ 0.

Then the system (2.1) has a unique almost periodic solution in D
whose module is contained in the module of f(t, x).
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Let φ{t) be a given compact solution and consider V(t, x, φ(t)) as the
Liapunov function in Theorem. Then this corollary follows immediately
from our theorem.

3. Proof of Theorem. The following lemma is well known (cf. [1]).

LEMMA. Let S be a compact subset of D. For each g in the hull
of f, assume that the system

(3.1) x' = g(t,x)

has one and only one solution which remains in S for all te R.
Then the system (2.1) has an almost periodic solution whose module

is contained in the module of f(t, x).

Under our assumption, we shall show that for each g in the hull
of /, the system (3.1) has one and only one solution in K for all teR.
Since f(t, x) is almost periodic in ί, there is a sequence {tk} such that
tk —> oo as k —* oo and

(3.2) f(t + tk, x)-+g(t, x)

uniformly on R x K as k —> oo. Since {φ(t + tk)}k=ι is uniformly bounded
and equicontinuous on any compact interval in R, we can assume that

(3.3) Φ{t + tk)^f{t)

uniformly on any compact interval in R as k —* <>o.

Then ψ(t)6K for all teR and f{t) is a solution of (3.1). We shall show
that if system (3.1) has a solution x(t) such that x(t)eK for all teR,
then x(t) = ψ(t) for all t e R.

Let Vk be defined by

Vk(t) = V(t + tk, x(t)) for t^ -tk,

and set

D+Vk(t) = Ήm hv(t + tk + hf x(t + h)) - V(t, x
h^+o h

Then, by condition (ii), we have

D+Vk(t)^ V(t + tk, x(t)) - Ak(t) ,

where Ak(t) = L | g(tfx(t)) - f(t + tkJ x(t)) \ and L = L(K') is the constant
in condition (ii) for K', Kf compact neighbourhood of K. Clearly we
have

(3.4) lim Ak-(t) = 0 uniformly on R.
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By condition (iii), we have

D+Vk(t) ^ α(| x(t) - φ(t + tk) I) - Ak{t) .

On any interval [6, c], \ί k is sufficiently large so that b + ίfc ^ 0, we obtain

(3.5) FΛ(c) - Vk(b) ̂  Γ α(| x(s) - ^(s + £,) \)ds - [ Ak(s)ds .
J δ Jδ

By conditions (i) and (ii), there exists a B > 0 such t h a t

I Vk(c) - Ffc(δ) I - I V(c + ίt, x(c)) - F(δ + ίfc, x(b)) \^B for all A?.

Therefore we have

Γ a(\ x(s) - ό(s + tk) \)ds - I ' Afc(s)ώs ^ 5 .

Lett ing k—> oo, it follows from (3.3) and (3.4) t h a t

Jδ

Since b and c are arbitrary, we have

a(\x(s) - f(s)\)ds ^ B ,
>

and hence, there. exist sequences {τm} and {σm} such that τm —> — oo,
σ m ^ + o o , a s m - > c χ ) and that α(| x(τm) - f(τm) |)->0, α(| α?(σm) - f (σm) |)->0
as m —> oo. This shows

(3.6) I z ( τ j - f(τm) \ -+ 0 , | a;(σm) - f (σm) | ^> 0 as m — oo

since a(r) is continuous, positive definite and | x{τm) — ψ(τm) \, | x(σm) —
ψ(σm) I are bounded.

In (3.5), let b = τm and c = σm. Then, if Λ is sufficiently large so
that τ m + tk ^ 0, we have

- F,(τw) ^ [m a(\ x(s) - φ(s + tk) \)ds - [m Ak(s)ds

and

\°m α(| x(s) - ^(s + tk) \)ds - Γ" A,(s)ds - F(σm + t t o ^(σm + tk))

+ V(τm + tk, φ(τm + tk))

^ Vk{σm) - Vk(τm) - V(σm + tk, φ(σm + tk)) + V(τm + tk, φ(τm + tk))

^ L{\x(σm) - φ(σm + tk)\ + \x{τm) - φ(τm + tk)\)

^ L{\ x(σm) - ψ(σm) I + |ψ{σm) - φ(σm + tk)\ + \ x(τm) - ψ(τm)\
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Hence, letting k —> °o, we can see that for a fixed m,

a(\ x(s) - ψ(s) \)ds - ΪEΪ {V(σm + tk, φ(σm + tk))

(3.7)

<ί L{\ x(σm) - ψ(σm) I + | x(τm) - ψ{τm) |} .

However, since V(t, φ(t)) is bounded and B+V(t, Φ(t))^O, V(t, Φ(t))-+v0

as t —•> oo for some constant i;0, and hence, (3.7) implies

a(\ x(s) - ψ(s) \)ds ^ L{\ x(σm) - ψ(σm) \ + | x(τm) - f (τm) |} .

Letting m—> oo, it follows from (3.6) that

a(\ x(s) - f(s) \)ds = 0 ,

which implies a(\ x(s) — ψ(s) |) = 0, that is, x(s) = ψ(s) for all s e R.
Now we shall show the uniqueness of the almost periodic solution in

D. Let {tk} be a sequence such that tk —• oo, f(t + ίfc, α?) —•/(£, cc) uniformly
on JS x S, S any compact set in D, and (̂£ + **) —•• ^(^) uniformly on any
compact interval in R as k —> oo. Then ^(ί) e K for all £ e R and, as was
seen above, ψ(t) is the unique solution in K of system (2.1). Thus ψ(t)
is an almost periodic solution of system (2.1). Therefore it is sufficient
to show that ψ(t) = p(t) for any almost periodic solution p(t) of (2.1) inD.

Suppose that there exists an almost periodic solution p(t) of (2.1)
such that p(t) e D for all te R and | p(t0) — ψ(t0) | = ε at some toeR for
some ε > 0. Since p(t0) e D, there exists an open set O with the compact
closure 0 c D such that p(t0) G O C O C D , Since p(t) is almost periodic,
there exists a sequence {σm} such that σm —> oo as m —> oo and p(σm) e 0
for all m.

Let Vk(t) = V(t + tk, p(t)). Then, by the same argument as used in
obtaining (3.5), we have

(3.8) Vk(σm) - Vk(t0) ̂  [m a(\ p(t) - φ(t + tk) \)dt - [m Ak(m, t)dt ,
Jί0 J<0

where Ak(m, t) = Lm \f(t + tk, p{t)) — f{t, p(t)) | and Lm may depend on
a compact set Km in D which is a neighbourhood of the compact set
{p(t); t0 <: t ^ σm}. Clearly, for a fixed m,

lim Ak(m, t) = 0 uniformly for t e [ί0, σm] .

Since p(σm) e 0 and we have conditions (i), (ii), there exists a B > 0 such
that
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I Vk(σm) - Vh(t«) \ ^ B f o r a l l m .

Letting k —»• oo in (3.8), we have

('" o(| p{t) - fit) \)dt ^ B ,
Jt0

which implies

(3.9) Γ a(\ p(t) - ψ(t) \)dt ^ B .

Since p(t) — ψ(t) is almost periodic, there exists a sequence {rm} such
that

(3.10) I p(t0) - ψ(ί0) - p(τm) + f(τm) \ < e/3 for all m

and

(3.11) r m - > o o as m - > oo , τ m + 2 < τm+1 .

The uniform continuity of p(t) — 'f(ί) implies the existence o f a < 5 , 0 < δ < l ,
such t h a t

(3.12) \p(t)-f(t)-p(τm) + ψ(τm)\<εβ for τm - δ < t < τm + δ .

From (3.10), (3.12) and | p(t0) - ψ(t0) | = e, it follows that

e/3 < I p(t) - ψ(t) I < 5ε/3 for τm - δ < t < τm + δ and all m .

Let

α0 = min {a(r); e/3 ^ r g 5ε/3} (>0) .

Then we have

^ ^ Σ Γm +' a(\ P(*) - t(«) l)d« ̂  Σ
l J 3 l

m = l J r m — 3

since the intervals (rm — δ, τm + δ) are disjoint by (3.11). This is a con-
tradiction. Thus p(t) = ψ(t). This completes the proof.
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