Asymptotic behavior of spectral measures
of Krein’s and Kotani’s strings

Yuji Kasahara and Shinzo Watanabe

Abstract We discuss the spectral theory of second-order differential operators that
describe the vibration of strings, diffusion processes, and others. M. G. Krein established
a one-to-one correspondence between the spectral measure and the string in the case of
regular left boundaries, and this correspondence was extended by S. Kotani to a certain
class of strings with singular left boundary. In this article we study the relationship
between the asymptotic behavior of the spectral measure and that of the corresponding
string. Although the results are basically for Kotani’s strings, some are also applicable
to Krein’s.

1. Introduction

We first review quickly S. Kotani’s generalization (see [5]) of M. G. Krein’s spec-
tral theory in order to explain the notation. By a string we mean a function

m: (—o0,400) — [0, +0o0]

which is nondecreasing, right-continuous, and normalized so that m(—oo) = 0.
We exclude the trivial case, where m vanishes identically. In this note a string m
is referred to as a Krein’s string if m(—0) =0.

For a string m, we are interested in the spectral theory of the generalized
Strum-Liouville operator

L=—

—co<x <t

where
((=t(m)) =sup{z | m(z) <oco} (< +o0).

This operator appears not only in the theory of vibration of strings but also in
Feller’s theory of diffusion processes, where dm(z) is called the speed measure.

We say that a string m has left boundary of limit circle type if, for some
c (<),

(1.1) /C z% dm(zx) < oo,

— 00
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or, equivalently, for some ¢ € R,
c x

(1.2) / (/ m(u) du) dzr < .

— 00 — 00
Although this terminology is compatible with Weyl’s classification of boundaries,
our framework is based on the idea of inextensible measures introduced in [7]
and, hence, boundary conditions are implicitly included in the string itself when
necessary. For example, the operator ff—; on [0,1] with the boundary condition
u’(0) =0,u(1) =0 corresponds to the string

0 (z<0),
m(xz)=<x (0<z<1),
x>1).

Throughout the article we denote by M., the totality of strings m satisfying

0o (

the condition (1.1). Elements of M., are referred to as Kotani’s strings. Note
that Kotani’s strings include Krein’s. For each m € M., we can define ¢y ()
(z < £), for every X € C, as the unique solution of

Lu=Au, u(—00)=1,
or, precisely, of the following integral equation:
@ =1-2 [ @-peru)dnt) @<o.
—o0
Let L3((—o0,f),dm) denote the space of all square integrable functions f such

that Supp(f) C (—o00,¢), and for f € L3((—o0,¥),dm), define the generalized
Fourier transform by

‘
V= [ H@es) dmo).
—0o0
Then a nonnegative Radon measure o(d\) on [0,00) is called a spectral measure
if
1F 1123 ((=so.ty.am) = 1l L2 (10,00,
When a spectral measure is given, we have an eigenfunction expansion. For

example, in probability theory the transition density (with respect to dm) of the
diffusion process with generator —L is given by

) = | T e P on@)ea)o(dy) (> 0),

—0

and, hence, for Krein’s string, it holds that
p(t0.0)= [ @y @>0)
-0

(see, e.g., [3]). Thus, the study of the transition function is sometimes reduced to
that of the spectral measure. However, applications of our results to probability
theory will be discussed in a future article.
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Throughout the article we put o(z f[o 2] o(d¢) and o(—0) =0 so that the
Lebesgue-Stieltjes measure do () equals o(dg). We can compute o(d\) by the
following procedure (see [5]). Let

(1.3) H(A):c+/_;(m—1)dx+[$,

which exists for every A <0 and does not depend on the choice of ¢ (< ¢). Note
that

(1.4) H(-0)=¢, H(—o0)=inf{z|m(z)>0}.
Then H(A) turns out to be a function with the following representation:
(1.5) H(A)fw/ (5 < £2+1) o(dg),

where a is a real number and o(d€) is a nonnegative Radon measure on [0, c0)

> o(d§)
/—0 £2+1 =

Then o(d€) is the spectral measure we want. H(A) may of course be extended for
A € C\[0,00) and is called the characteristic Herglotz function of the string m.
In order to keep the notation consistent with that of [3] and [6], we denote

h(s)=H(-s) (s>0)

satisfying

throughout the article. Kotani [5] proved that the correspondence between m
and H is not only one-to-one but also surjective: Let H be the totality of Herglotz
functions H of the form (1.5). Then for every H € H, there exists a unique
m € M corresponding to H. As a special case, the constant function H(A) =a
corresponds to the string m(z) =00 - 1(4 o) ().

Further, note that if fooo o(d€)/(1+ &) < oo, then H has a simpler represen-
tation

o0 d o0
H()\):a*+/_0 2(5)?7 where a*:a—/_o ﬁo’(df%

and such an H corresponds to the string m which satisfies a. = inf{z | m(z) > 0},
so that its translated string m,, defined by m,, (x) = m(z+a.) is a Krein’s string.
In particular, m is a Krein’s string if a, > 0. Keeping the above facts in mind,
we set generally

(1.6) a = a,(m) :=inf{z €R | m(z) >0} (>—o0)

for m € M.y throughout the article. Note that a, = h(co—) by (1.4).

The following example plays the most important role in the present article,
and the notation is preserved throughout. For 0 < a <2 (a # 1), define 3 by
a ' 4+ 71 =1, and define m(® € M., as follows. Note that m(® is a Krein’s
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string if and only if 0 < a < 1:
(—=B)P27P1( 00)(2) if0<a<1(8<0),
m@(z) = e* ifa=1,
B (—2) 7P Loo,0)(®) + 00 Ljgooy(z) Ifl<a<2(8>2).

If0<a<1,then a,=0,/=00;if ]l <a <2, then a, =—00,/=0; and if a =1,

then a, = —00,f = 0co. The characteristic Herglotz function is
F(z B Oé) 2a0 ,a—1
————a s O<a<?2,a#1),
H®(—s)=h{¥(s)={ (1 -a)l(1+a) ( =
—(log s + 27) (a=1),
where v = —T"(1) is Euler’s constant. Inverting the Stieltjes transform, we obtain
(@ a2a
«@ - — (o7 > 0 .
") = Fppapt” €20

For details we refer to Kotani [5].

The aim of this article is to study the asymptotic behavior of the spectral
function o(§); that is, we find necessary and sufficient conditions for o (&) ~
const. X ¢ as £ — 40 (or £ — o0). (Throughout the article f(z) ~ g(x) means
that lim f(z)/g(x) =1.)

In the case where 0 < o < 1, we already have the following result for Krein’s
strings.

THEOREM A ([3, THEOREM 3])

Let m be a Krein’s string, and let h(s),0(€), and a. be associated with m as
above. Let 0 <a <1, C>0, and a >0. Define 3 by o' + 871 =1 s0 that
B=—a/(l—a)<0. Then the following are equivalent:

(1.7) m(z) ~C(=B)(z—a)™? asz|a,
(1.8) h(s) —a ~ C""l%azo‘so‘1 as s — 00,
2c

(1.9) ay=a and (&) ~ C"“_lﬁfa as £ — oo.
Also, the following are equivalent:
(1.10) m(x) ~C(=B)Pz™" asx— oo,

a—1 a2a et
(1.12) h(s) ~ Ca_l%a%‘s"_l ass |0

(see also [3] for related bibliographies). The above result is stated only for Krein’s
strings, but we see later that this restriction is inessential when we are concerned
with the case x — oo (see Theorem 2.3).



Krein's and Kotani’s strings 627

The main aim of this article is to study similar problems for the case 1 <
a < 2, and our main results are the following. Note that h(*)(s) < 0 (s > 0) when
l<a<?2.

THEOREM 1.1
Let 1 <a <2 and C > 0. Define, as before, 8 by o=t + 571 =1, so that 8> 2.
Then the following are equivalent:

(1.13) m(z) ~CB%z| =P as 2 — —o0,

a—1 F(2—O¢) 2a ,a—1
(114) —h(s) ~C ma S as s — 0Q,
(1.15) o (&) ~ o o™ & as £ — 0.

L(1+a)?

THEOREM 1.2
Let o, 3, and C be as in Theorem 1.1, and let a € R. Then the following are
equivalent:

(1.16) m(z) ~CB(a—x)? asxla,

(1.17) a— h(s) NCO‘_1%QQO‘SO‘_1 as s |0,
a— a? a

(1.18) {m)=a and o(&)~C lmf as &1 0.

Note that, in (1.18), the condition ¢(m) = a is indispensable because o does not
determine m uniquely; it allows translations.

The above two theorems are proved in an extended form in Section 2. The
case when we are interested in the orders but not in multiplicative constants is
discussed in Section 3. The case =1 is a little complicated and is discussed in
Section 4. In this article we often use Tauberian theorems for Stieltjes transforms.
The theory and results are found in the monograph [1], which is, however, not
necessarily convenient for our present use. Therefore, in the appendix we sum
up the necessary results with proofs for the convenience of the reader.

2. Main results
A positive, measurable function L(x) defined on some interval (A,o0) (or (0,
1/A)) is said to be slowly varying at oo (resp., +0) if
L
- (xc)
c—00[+0] L(C)

=1 (Yx>0).
Also, a positive, measurable function ¢(x) defined on some interval (A,oco) (or
(0,1/A4)) is said to be regularly varying at oo [resp., +0] with exponent p(€ R) if

plze) _ o
c—oo[+0] p(c)

(Vz > 0).
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A regularly varying function with exponent p can be expressed as ¢(x) = x?L(x)
with slowly varying L(z). In many situations slowly varying functions behave
as if they were constants. For example, the following facts are well known for
regularly varying p(z) = zPL(x). If p > —1, then

(2.1) /Oxgo(u) du ~ ZQPT(CEI) as & — 00 [+0]

provided that the left-hand side makes sense. (In the case  — oo, the lower
limit zero of the integral is of course inessential and may be replaced by other
numbers.) Similarly, if p < —1, then

= zp(x)

2.2 u)du~———"—-— asx— oo [+0

(22 | etwau~ 222 [+0

provided that the left-hand side makes sense. (In the case x — 40, the upper
bound of the integral may be replaced by any finite positive number; see pp. 26—
28 of [1] for details. Change the variable u = 1/x to treat the case x — +0.)
Furthermore, if p > 0 and if ¢ is absolutely continuous with monotone derivative,
then

(2.3) o' (z) ~ %(x) as & — 00 [+0]

(see [1, p. 36]). When p # 0, there exists a function f such that f(¢(x)) ~z and
o(f(z)) ~x. Such an f, which varies regularly with exponent 1/p, is called an
asymptotic inverse of o and is denoted by 1.

Let m € Mire, and let h, H,o,0(=€(m)),a«(=a.(m)) be as in Section 1.
Our main results are the following three theorems. Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 in the

introduction can be obtained as special cases when L(z) = C.

THEOREM 2.1

Let 1 < a <2, and define 3, as before, by a1+ 371 =1, so that 8> 2. If p(z) =
27 1L(2) > 0 is a measurable function varying regularly at oo with ewponent
a — 1, then the following are equivalent:

(2.4) m(x) ~ ﬁﬂm as r — —oo,

(2.5) —h(s) ~ (a_r(12)r(1ala)a2°‘cp(s) as s — 00,
a2a

(2.6) o(§) ~ mﬁ@(@ as § — oo.

Notice here (and in the next theorem) that xp~!(z) and £p(€) are regularly
varying at oo with exponent 1+ 1/(aw — 1) = 3 and «, respectively.

THEOREM 2.2
Let o and 3 be as in Theorem 2.1, and leta € R. If p(z) = 2“1 L(z) > 0 is a func-
tion varying regularly at +0 with exponent o — 1, then the following are equivalent:
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m(zx) ~ 37 ! aszla
(27) (@~ B ey @l
Ir'2-o) o
(2.8) a—h(s) ~ moﬂ o(s) assl|O,
(2.9) t(m)=a  and  o(§)~ mf@(f) as £ 1 0.

An extension of Theorem A to Kotani’s strings is the following. Although it is
essentially due to [3], we write it here to stress that it also holds not only for
Krein’s strings but also for Kotani’s (and another purpose is to correct a misprint
in [3]).

THEOREM 2.3

Let 0<a<1 and a=t + 3871 =1, so that 3<0. If (x) =2 L(z) >0 is
a measurable function varying regularly at +0 with exponent o — 1; then the
following are equivalent:

(2.10) me) ~ (0 s asz— e
(2.11) h(s) ~ %a%‘@(s) as 50,
(212) O~ rrrars€ele) asé Lo,
THEOREM 2.4

Let o and 3 be as in Theorem 2.3, and let a € R. If p(x) = 2> 1L(z) >0
is a measurable function varying reqularly at oo with exponent oo — 1, then the
following are equivalent:

(213) me) ~ (B ey W le
(2.14) h(s) —a ~ 5813 220(s)  as s — o0,

a2a
(2.15) a.=a and o(&) ~ m&p(ﬁ) as & — oo.

REMARK 1

Since in these two theorems ¢(x) varies regularly with negative exponent, ()
is essentially decreasing. Therefore, the asymptotic behavior of ¢(x) as  — +0
or x — oo corresponds to that of p~1(x) as x — oo or & — +0, respectively.

Our idea of the proofs of these theorems is based on [3]: we use the scaling
property to reduce the problem to the continuity of the correspondence.
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THEOREM B (KOTANI [5, THEOREM 8])

Let Mmoo, m1,Ma, ... € Mcire, and let H, be their characteristic Herglotz func-
tions. Then H,(\) — Hoo(A) as n— oo for all A <0 if and only if the following
two conditions hold:

M1) my(z) = mcoo(av)7 reR,

(M2)  lim Sup/_oo (/y M (1) du) dy = 0.

c—>—oon21 — 00

Here = denotes the convergence at all continuity points of the limit function.
Notice that (M2) is equivalent to
c
(M2a)  lim limsup/ 22 dmy,(z) =0
C

— =X n—oo — 00

(see (2.16); for the case when (M2) fails, see [4]). We also note the following fact.

PROPOSITION 2.1
For my € Mceire (n=00,1,2,...), define N, : R— [0,00] as follows:

(2.16) Np(z) = /j (/j/ My (u) du) dy = %/j (x —u)*dmy, (u).
Then the conditions (M1) and (M2) hold if and only if
(N) N, (z) = Noo(z), z€R (n— 00).

Proof
Suppose that (N) holds. Then (M2) may be written as
lim sup N, (c) =0,

C——00 n>1

which can easily be seen because Noo(—00) = N,,(—00) = 0. So let us prove (M1).
Let

x

M, (2) = Ny(@) (= / () ds).

— 00
By the monotonicity in 2 of M, (x) (n > 1), the convergence of N,, implies that
of M,,. Indeed, since, for every € > 0,

1
M, (z) < - (Nn(x +e)— Nn(x)),
we see that

limsup M, (z) <

n—oo

%(Noo(aer €) = Noo(2)) < Moo ( +€).

Letting € — 0, we have

limsup M,,(z) < My (x + 0).

n—oo

Similarly, we have

liminf M, (z) > Mo (x — 0),

n—oo
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and, hence, M, (z) = My (z). Repeating the same argument, we conclude that
(M1) holds.

Conversely, let us see that (M1) and (M2) imply (N). Let us fix a continuity
point z € R of my,. Then (M1) implies that, for every continuity point ¢(< x)
of Moo,

x

lim (z —u)? dmy, (u) = /w (z —u)? dmoo (u).

n—oo
c

Therefore, in order to see (N), it suffices to show that

lim lim sup/ (z —u)? dmy, (u) = 0.

C——00 500 oo

However, this follows from (M2a). O

We next note the following scaling property, which can be proved by simple
changes of variables.

LEMMA 2.1 ([3, LEMMA 2])

Let a>0,¢>0,b€R, and let m € Mciye, for which we define N as in Proposi-
tion 2.1. Then, if m € Meiy corresponds to H € H, then mqp o(x) = acm(ax +b)
and Ny po(x) = (¢/a)N(ax + b) correspond to Hypo(A) = (1/a)(H(c)) —b).

Especially, cp(c)m(p(c)x) and (¢/(¢(c)))N(p(c)z) correspond to (1/(¢(c))) x
H(es) for any function ¢(c) > 0. This fact is used repeatedly.

We are now ready to prove Theorems 2.1-2.4. Since the proofs of these four
theorems are essentially the same, we prove Theorem 2.2 only. In fact, the proofs
of the other three are even simpler.

Proof of Theorem 2.2
Recall (1.4). Since h(s) — b corresponds to m(x + b) by Lemma 2.1, we may and
do assume that £ = h(+0) = a =0 without loss of generality.

We first see the equivalence of (2.7) and (2.8). Let

T Yy 1 T
(2.17) N(z)= / (/ m(u) du) dy = 5/ (x —u)?dm(u) (zcR).
Then, since 1/(x¢~1(z)) varies regularly with exponent —(1+1/(a—1)) = -2,
(2.7) is equivalent to

9 2
(B-2)(B—-1) ¢~ (—2)
by the property of regularly varying functions (see (2.2)). Thus, in order to prove

the equivalence of (2.7) and (2.8), it suffices to see that of (2.18) and (2.8) (with
a=0). By the regularly varying property, (2.18) is equivalent to

(2.18) N(z)~ (x10)

e '(N) - (@) () — B’ _ )28
(2.19) § N Ow) = N (a) = s (0 (L),
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Indeed, (2.19) follows from (2.18) if we note that A\/¢~1()\) varies regularly with
exponent 2 — 3. Notice that ((¢o~1(\))/A)N(Az) corresponds to (1/(¢()\)))h(As)
by Lemma 2.1. Then we apply Kotani’s continuity theorem (see Theorem B and
Proposition 2.1) to see that (2.19) implies

b
¢(c)
Putting s =1, we have (2.8). The converse can be shown similarly.

We next see the equivalence of (2.9) and (2.8). Note that

(2.21) —H(s) = /_o: (51(32.

Therefore, by Karamata’s Tauberian theorem (see Theorem C in the appendix),
(2.9) is equivalent to

(2.20) hics) — h(¥(s), V¥s>0, ¢|0.

Fr2—-a) o,
T(ita) *%p(s)/s (s10).

But since a — h(s) = —fOS R (u) du, (2.22) is equivalent to (2.8) by the property
of regularly varying functions with monotone derivatives that we stated at the
beginning of this section (see (2.1) and (2.3)). O

(2.22) — I () ~

3. The case of oscillations

Throughout the article f(x) =< g(x) means that f(z) = O(g(z)) and g(z) =
O(f(x)); that is,
0 <liminf f(z)/g(z) <limsup f(z)/g(x) < cc.

Let m € My, and let N, h, H,0,¢(=((m)), a.(=a.(m)) be as in the previous
sections.

THEOREM 3.1
Let 1 <a<2. If p(x) =2 1L(z) > 0 is a function varying regularly at oo with
exponent o — 1, then the following are equivalent:

1
(3.1) m(x) < ) as r — —oo,
(3.2) —h(s) < p(s) ass— o0,
(3-3) o(§) <&p(§) as & — oo
THEOREM 3.2

Let 1<a<?2 and a€ R. If o(z) = 2% 1L(x) > 0 is a measurable function vary-
ing reqularly at +0 with exponent o — 1, then the following are equivalent:

(3.4) m(zx) = as x 1 a,

(3.5) a—h(s)=<¢(s) assl|O0,
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(3.6) L(m)=a and o) =<&p(&) as& 0.

THEOREM 3.3
Let0<a<1. If o(z) =2 1L(x) > 0 is a measurable function varying reqularly
at +0 with exponent o — 1, then the following are equivalent:

1
(3.7 m(x) =< 1) as x — 00,
(3.8) h(s) <p(s) ass]O,
(3.9) o(§) <&p(§) as& 0.

We write below the counterpart of Theorem 3.3 for reference. However, since
it may be reduced to the case of Krein’s strings, it is also an easy corollary of
I. S. Kac’s inequality, and we do not claim that it is new (cf. [3]).

THEOREM 3.4
Let 0<a<1, and let a € R. If p(x) =2 1L(x) >0 is a measurable function
varying reqularly at oo with exponent o — 1, then the following are equivalent:

1
(3.10) m(x) =< G- @—a) as x| a,
(3.11) h(s)—a=<@(s) ass— oo,
(3.12) a.(m)=a and o(&) <&p(&) as&— .

For the proof of the Abelian implication, we prepare the following.

PROPOSITION 3.1
Let my,mo € Mcire, and let Hy, Hy € H be their characteristic Herglotz functions.
If
my(x) <msg(z) (VzeR),
then

Hy(—s) > Hy(—s) (Vs>0).

Proof

By Kotani’s continuity theorem (Theorem B), it suffices to show the case where
m1 and mo are step functions. However, for such strings the assertion is already
well known because, for such strings, we can compute the characteristic Herglotz
functions explicitly using continued fractions (cf. [6, Examples 1.1, 1.3]). |

Since the proofs of Theorems 3.1-3.3 are essentially the same, we prove the first
one only.
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Proof of Theorem 3.1
We first show that (3.1) implies (3.2). By (3.1), there exist Cy,C2 > 0 and large
A >0 such that

G <&
|zl (|]) |z~ (|])

Now define mq,mg € M as follows:

my(z) = min{m(x) L}

<m(x) (Ve < —A).

Halet (|
and
= max{ m(z __ G
male) =), iy
Then
mi(z) <m(z) <msg(z) (VzeR)
and

Gj
) [ ()
Now let hy and ho correspond to m; and meo, respectively. Then, by Proposi-
tion 3.1, it holds that

(x = —o0, j=1,2).

hi(s) > h(s) > ho(s) (Vs>0).

Since we can apply Theorem 2.1 to mi,my to get the asymptotic behavior of
hi, ha, we have (3.2).
We next show that, conversely, (3.2) implies (3.1). Suppose that

o —h(A) —h(})

3.13) 0 < C; = liminf <limsup ——= =Cy < o0

( Amoo p(A) T A 9(A)

If we change the variable A in (3.13) by As and then use the assumption that ¢

varies regularly with exponent o — 1, we have, for every s > 0,
(3.14) 0< C15* ' =liminf —h(%s) <limsup —h(Xs)
Amoo p(A) T amee (A

Now let 0 < A1 < Ay < --- — 00 be an arbitrary sequence. Since (3.14) implies
that h(A,)/@(An) and h(2X,)/@(A\,) are bounded, by Lemma A.2 in the appen-
dix, we can choose a subsequence {\,,}; such that

h(An,; )

i

J—oo ‘P(/\nj)
for some v >0 and an Hy, € H. By (3.14), we see that

= (s ! < 0.

(3.15)

=—vs+ Hy(—s) (s>0)

(3.16) 0<Cs°7 <ws— Hoo(—5) < Cas® ! < 0.

Divide by s, and let s — co. Then since a < 2, we see that, in fact, v = 0. Here we
used Hoo(—s)/s — 0 (s — 0), which fact can be seen by the representation (1.5).
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Since h(As)/@(A) corresponds to Ap(A)m(p(N)x) (see Lemma 2.1), (3.15) with
v =0 implies

(3.17) Ay @(An, )m (oA, )T) = moo(2),
where Mo, € Meirc is the string corresponding to H,. Putting z = —1, we have

Moo(—1 = 0) < liminf Ay, (A, )m(—p(An,))
j—o0

< limsup )\njcp()\nj)m(fga()\nj)) <meo(—1).
Let us confirm that me(—1 —0) > 0 and my(—1) < co. In fact, it holds that
0 < moo(x) <00 on (—00,0). To see this fact it is sufficient to show that
inf{Supp(dme)} = —00 and ¢(mes) =0 or, equivalently, H(—o0) = —oo and
H(—0)=0 (cf. (1.4)). But these facts can easily be seen from (3.16) with v =0
and the condition o > 1.
Thus, we have seen that, for any given 0 < A\; < Ay < --- — 00, we can choose
a subsequence such that
0 < liminf Ay, o(Ap, ) (—0(An,)) < limsup Ay, @Ay, ) (—@(Ay,)) < o0.
s : mer :
This is possible only when
0< liAminf Ap(M)m(=p(N)) < limsup Ap(A)m(—p(N)) < oo.
— o0 A—o0
Changing the variable © = —¢(\), we have (3.1).
We next see the equivalence of (3.3) and (3.2). If (3.3) holds, then by Theo-
rem D in the appendix, it holds that

% do(§) _ p(s)
3.18 —h/(s) = —_— = .
(3.18) 0= =20 (-
Therefore, integrating both sides, we can deduce (3.2) (for the integration of the
right-hand side, see the beginning of Section 2). Conversely, if (3.2) holds, then
there exist C1,Cs > 0 such that

(3.19) Cro(s) < —h(s) < Cap(s)
for all large s > 0. Let
170, 1/(a—1)
Then, by (3.19),
, —h(es) 2. ples) Co g 1
limsu < —limsu =" =
el This) =0y el es) T Gy 3
Thus, for all large s > 0, we may assume that

—h(cs)

0< Zh)

1
< —.
-2
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Therefore, it holds that, as s — oo,

—h(s) _ —h(s)+h(es) [~ do(§) _ [T da(§)
*/, ( ( “/ (s+6)?*

s (1-0)s cs+&)(s+&)  Joo

Thus, (3.2) also implies

)

/°° do(§) _ ¢(s)
o (s+8)?> s
from which we can deduce (3.3) by Theorem D in the appendix. |

4, Thecasea =1

In this section we discuss the case a = 1. It is rather hard to give a simple
condition as in the other cases.

Let L(x) > 0 be a slowly varying function (at 400 or at +0). Since f(z) =
xL(z) is a regularly varying function with exponent 1, so is its asymptotic inverse
f~1(x). Therefore, there exists a slowly varying function L* such that f~1(x) ~
xL*(x). L*, which is unique up to asymptotic equivalence, is called the de Bruijn
conjugate of L. Thus, L* is a function such that cL(c)L*(cL(c)) ~ ¢. This relation
can be rewritten as ¢*L*(c¢*) ~ ¢ = c¢*/L(c) if we put ¢* =cL(c). Therefore, in
general,

(4.1) L*(c*) ~ 1/L(c).

If L varies slowly enough so that

(4.2) L(zL(x)) ~ L(),

then L(c*) ~ L(c) and, therefore, (4.1) implies that L*(¢*) ~1/L(c) ~ 1/L(c*)
and hence L*(x) ~ 1/L(x) (see [1, p. 78]). For example, if L(x) = C, then (4.2) is
trivially satisfied, and hence, L*(x) = 1/C. Similarly, if L(z) ~logx as = — oo,
then L*(x) ~ 1/logz, and if L(x) ~log(1/x) as x — 40, then L*(z) ~ 1/log(1/z).

Our main result for this section is the following. The reader should note that
we do not assume that either L(c) — oo or L(c) — 0.

THEOREM 4.1

Let m € Meiye, and define N as in (2.17). Let L(c) >0 (¢ > 0) be a function
varying slowly at oo (or +0), and let L*(c) > 0 be its de Bruijn conjugate. Then
the following conditions are equivalent as ¢ — oo (resp., +0):

(4.3) CL(C)N(% + f(c)) — e (Vz €R) for some f(c),
(4.4) L*l(c){Nfl(%) fol(%)} —logz (Yo >0),
(4.5) L(c)(h(cs) — h(c)) — —logs (Vs> 0),

(4.6) o(c) ~ —




Krein's and Kotani’s strings 637

Proof
We first prove the equivalence of (4.3) and (4.4). Considering the inverse func-
tions, we see that (4.3) is equivalent to

(4.7) L(c){N’l <ch(c)) - f(c)} —logz (Vz€R).

If we change the variable ¢* = cL(c) as before and recall (4.1), then (4.7) may be
written as

ﬁ{]\[—l<£) —g(c*)} —logz (Vx €R)

C*
for suitable g. But changing the notation of the parameter from c* to ¢, we see
that this implies (4.4). The converse is essentially the same.
Next, let us see the equivalence of (4.3) and (4.5). Note that (4.5) is equiv-
alent to the existence of f such that

(4.8) L(c)(h(cs) — f(c)) — —(logs +27) (=h(s)).
Indeed, if (4.5) holds, then put f(c) = h(c) + 2v/L(c). The converse is trivial.
Applying Lemma 2.1 with a = 1/L(c) and b = f(c), we see that the left-hand
side of (4.8) corresponds to cL(c)N(z/(L(c)) + f(c)). Therefore, the equivalence
of (4.8) and (4.3) follows from the continuity theorem (see Theorem B and Propo-
sition 2.1).

It remains to show the equivalence of (4.5) and (4.6). By Theorem C in the
appendix with p=2 (and hence C, , =1), (4.6) is equivalent to

(4.9) —h’(c)(:/jo do (&) )~ —

0 (c+§)? cL(c)
(The current 1/L corresponds to L of Theorem C.) Therefore, the assertion may
be reduced to the following lemma. (I
LEMMA 4.1

Let L(c) >0 (¢ >0) be a function varying slowly at oo [or +0], and let f(x)
(z € R) be a function which is absolutely continuous with nonincreasing derivative
f'. Then, the following conditions are equivalent as x — oo [resp., +0]:

(4.10) L(c)(f(cx) = f(c)) — logz  (Va > 0),
(4.11) cL(c)f'(c) — 1.
Proof

Since L varies slowly, (4.11) is equivalent to
1
(4.12) cL(c)f'(cx) — - (Vz > 0).

As is well known, the convergence is locally uniform for u > 0. Therefore, this
implies (4.10) as follows:

(4.13) L(c)(f(cx) = f(c)) = /f cL(e)f (cu) du — /11 d?u =logz.
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Conversely, suppose that (4.10) (and hence (4.13)) holds. If we differentiate both
sides of (4.13), then we have (4.11). To justify this argument, note that f’ is
nonincreasing, and then see the proof of Proposition 2.1. O

As we mentioned at the beginning of this section, it holds that L*(z) ~ 1/L(x)
when (4.2) is satisfied. Therefore, we have the following.

COROLLARY 4.1
If, further, L(zL(x)) ~ L(x), then the following conditions are equivalent as ¢ —
oo (or +0):

(4.14) L(c){N_l(%) —N‘l(%)} —logz (Va>0),
(4.15) L(c)(h(cs) — h(c)) — —logs (Vs> 0),
(4.16) o(c) ~ szc).

EXAMPLE 4.1
Let m(z) ~ AxYeB? (x — 00), where A, B > 0 and v € R. Then N(z) ~ (A/B?) x
x27eB? . In other words,
log N(x) = Bx 4 ylogx + log(A/B?) +o(1) (z — 4+00).
Changing the variable z = N~1(u), we see that
logu= BN~ (u) +~log N~ (u) +log(A/B?) +0(1) (u— +o0),

and, hence, as ¢ — 40,
(N1 () =81 (2)) = toga — 7105 %jm o).

Since N~! varies slowly, the second term of the right-hand side is o(1). Thus,
(4.14) holds with L(x) = B. Therefore,

o(c) ~ % (¢ — +0).

EXAMPLE 4.2

Let m(z) ~ Alz|7eB* (¥ — —oc), where A,B >0 and v € R. (This does not
happen in Krein’s strings but is possible for Kotani’s.) Then, as in Example 4.1,
we have

EXAMPLE 4.3
Let m(z) ~ Az7eVB* (1 — o0), where A, B> 0 and v € R. Then N(z)~4A4 x
27+ 1eVBT (3 50), and therefore,

log N(z) = VBx + (v +1)logz + C +o(1) (z — +00).
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Changing the variable, we see that
(4.17) BN-1(u) =logu — (y+1)log N~ (u) — C +o(1) (u— +00).

Since N ~!(u) varies slowly, it is easy to see that log N~1(u) = o(logu). (A slowly
varying function is dominated by u€ for all € > 0.) Therefore, (4.17) implies

(4.18) BN~ (u) ~logu (u— +00)

as well as

(4.19) \/BNl(%) - \/BNl(%)
=logz — (v + 1)log{N*1 (%)/Nfl (%) } +o(1) — logz.

Here, we used the fact that N—! varies slowly. Considering a — b as (v/a +
Vb)(y/a — V/b), we have the following by (4.18) and (4.19):

ﬁgl/c){N*(%) —N_l(%)} —logz (c— +0).

Therefore,

o(c) ~ %clog(l/c) (¢ — +0).

REMARK 2
Functions N satisfying (4.4) appear in de Haan theory (see [1, Section 3.10]).

A. Appendix

Tauberian theorems for Stieltjes transforms are well known. They are due to
Hardy and Littlewood, Karamata, de Haan, and others. The theory and results
are found in the monograph [1], which is, however, not necessarily sufficient
enough for our present use. Therefore, we restate some of the results in our
own way with direct proofs. Let 0 : R — [0,00) (n=1,2,...) be a nondecreasing
right-continuous function, and set o(—0) =0 for the sake of convenience. Then
its generalized Stieltjes transform of order p (> 0) is defined by

(A1) Sy(o;s) = /000 (jj—(gp (s>0)

provided that the right-hand side exists. Of course, S,(c;s) uniquely determines
o(+). A typical example is, for 0 < a < p,

[ee] da
(A2) Sienis) = | o = Capst™ (s> 0),

where

1+&)r T(p)
For the relationship between the asymptotic behavior of o(-) and that of S,(o;-),
we have the following.

(™ e Tt )r(p-a)
Con=[ ¢ .
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THEOREM C (CF. [1, P. 40])
Let 0 < a < p, and let L be a slowly varying function at co[4+0]. Then

(A.3) o(6) ~EL(E) (€= ool +0])

if and only if

(A1) Splrss) ~ S,(€%55)L(s) (s — ool-+0)),
that is,

(A.5) Sy(038) ~Cq ps® PL(s) (s — oo[+0]).

THEOREM D (CF. [8, APPENDIX])
Let 0 < a< p, and let L be a slowly varying function at co[4+0]. Then

(A.6) o(§) <E"L(§)  (§— oo[+0])
if and only if
(A7) Sp(oys) <s*"PL(s) (s— oo[+0]).

In order to prove Theorems C and D, we prepare a few lemmas. Let

B {rw=oe [ 5o [, arer <)

LEMMA A1
Let p>0, and let fi, fa,... € H,. That is,

FaN) =5 + S,p(0n: \) =0y + /_‘: (cio:(g)p (o0, > 0).

If {fu(c)}n is bounded for some ¢ >0, then we can choose a subsequence 1 <
ny <ng <--- and an f € H, such that, for all X € C\[0,00),

FO) = lim £, (V).
Furthermore, it also holds that

on; (§) = a(§)  (n—o0),

where o corresponds to f; that is,

= _do(§)
fA)=v+8,(0; A :v+/ .
( ) P( ) 0 (/\+§)p
Proof
Let us consider the finite Borel measures on [0, o] defined by

don(§)
(c+&)°
where do(d€) denotes the unit mass at co. Then f,, can be written as

B (c+8)F
Fa(d) = /[O’Oo] g

En(d€) = 119,00) (&) FUndeo(df) (n=1,2,...),
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Here notice that the integrand is bounded, continuous in £ € [0,00]. With this
representation, our assertion of the lemma is now reduced to the relative com-
pactness of the family of finite measures {E,,(d§)},. However, since E, ([0, c0])
(=fn(c)) is bounded by assumption, the rest of the proof is routine. O

LEMMA A.2
Let Hy,H,,... € H; that is,

(A.8) Ho (V) = ay + / (=g donte
If both {H,(—1)}n and {H,(—2)}, are bounded, then we can choose a subse-
quence 1 <ny <ng <---, an H € H,, and a v >0 such that, for all A € C\[0,00),

lim H, (\)=—vA+ H(\).
j—o0

Proof
Let

f (S) o Hn(_s) - Hn(_]-) _ /oo 1 dO’n(f)

e s+1 g E+s 1
Then f, is the usual Stieltjes transform of 7,(d¢) = do,(£)/(£ + 1). Since
{H,(-1)}, and {—H,(—2)}, are bounded, so is {f,(1)},. Therefore, we can
apply Lemma A.1 with p=1. We can choose a subsequence such that

H, (AN)—H, (-1 1 d

(A.9) ,(A) i ( )*)’UJr/ a(&)
for some o, for which we define

1= [ (5 - @) 0@ (em,

so that

(A.IO) Hnj ()‘z;f? (_1) S+ Hoo(/\z;f;O(fl)

Choosing a subsequence again if necessary, we can assume that {H,,(—1)}; also

converges to some a € R. Then (A.10) implies

H, (\)— —vA+ H()\),

J

where H(A) = (v+a — Hoo(—1)) + Hoo (V). O

LEMMA A3
Let p>0, and let 0,,(-) (n=1,2,...), 0sc(-) be functions such that S,(on;s) and
Sp(0oo; s) exist. Then

(A.11) Sp(on;s) = Sp(0se;s) (Vs >0)
if and only if
(A.12) on(€) = 05 (§) and Sp(on;l) = Sp(000; 1).
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Proof
Suppose that (A.12) holds. Then, by Lemma A.1 and by the latter half of (A.12),
choosing a subsequence if necessary, we have

(A.13) Sp(on;s) —v+S,(0;s) (Vs>0)

for some v >0 and o. Since Lemma A.l insists that 0,(§) = o(§) as well,
we have in fact 0 = 0o and, hence, S,(0,;5) = v+ S,(000;s), s> 0. Thus,
it remains only to show that v = 0. However, this follows immediately from
the latter half of assumption (A.12). The converse can be proved in a similar
way. (|

Proof of Theorem C
We first prove for the case ¢ — +0. For every ¢ > 0, define

oe(8) = CZ(LCfc)) '

Then it is easy to see that (A.3) is equivalent to
(A.14) oe(§) = €% (V6> 0).
Also, (A.4) can be rewritten as

(A.15) Sp(gc(f)El) *Sp(faﬂ)-

Change the variables (&, ¢) by (£/s,s€) in both sides, noting that L varies slowly;
then we see that this is also equivalent to

(A.16) Sp(0c(€);s) = 5,(€%s) (Vs >0).

Thus, the assertion of Theorem C may be reduced to the equivalence of (A.14)
and (A.16). This kind of problem is already discussed in Lemma A.3. We
directly have that (A.16) implies (A.14). Conversely, let us see that (A.16)
follows from (A.14). However, as we have seen already, it suffices to show (A.15),
which can also be rewritten as

(A.17) cl—i»r-rﬁo/ (14—5p+1f / 1+§P+1 de.

To prove (A.17) under the condition (A.14), choose 0 < € < 1 such that 0 <
a+ e < p. Since o varies regularly with exponent «, by Potter’s theorem (see [1,
p. 25]), there exists C' >0 and A > 0 such that

=l e

o :O'(Cg) U( ) a+te a—e€ c.c
(A18) C(g) 0‘( ) CaL( ) <Cl(§ +£ )7 ) ESAv

and, hence, by the dominated convergence theorem, we obtain

. Ale Uc(
(A.19) JEEO/O Wf/ 1+5p+1€

Therefore,
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Therefore, it remains to show that

[T 0e(§) _
However,
/°° 0e8) ge_ [T olcd) _de / Va0 (c— +0)
Ale £p+1 Ale §p+1 caL( £p+1

because p > o. We next treat the case ¢ — oo. The idea is the same except
that (A.19) and (A.20) should be replaced by

(A.21) «lioo/A/C(ngﬂ dt = / 1+§P+1 ¢
and

Alc
(A.22) lim &) e

c—oo J (1 + g)erl

respectively. However, the proof of (A.21) is the same as (A.19), while (A.22) is
almost trivial (for another proof, see [1, p. 40]). |

Proof of Theorem D
To begin, note that

~ o) (< olo)
/_o (516 "’/_0 o™

Therefore, if C17(€) <o (&) < Ca7(€), then
C18,(138) < Sp(038) < CaS,(T58).

Thus, the Abelian implication is reduced to Theorem C by choosing a suitable
regular varying function 7(£). The proof of the Tauberian implication is essen-
tially the same as in the proof of Theorem C. Let o.(§) = a(c€)/(c’L(c)), as
before. Then instead of (A.15), we have
(A.23) C: < hr%%nfS »(0¢;1) <limsup S, (o¢;1) < Co
c—0[o0]

for some Cq,Cy > 0. Since L varies slowly, this implies, instead of (A.16), for
every s >0,
(A.24) C15*77 < liminf S, (0.(£); s) <limsup S, (0c(€);s) < Cas™P.

c—0[oc] c—0[cx]
Therefore, for any given ¢; > ¢y > - —0 (or 0 <c¢; <cg <---— 00) we can
choose a subsequence {c,,} and a function o (-) such that

Sp(0er,55) = 0+ Syl(00038), T () = 7na(E),
for some v > 0. (In fact, v =0 by (A.24).) The latter implies

U(an)

— N —(1).
jggo c%jL(an) Uoo( )



644 Yuji Kasahara and Shinzo Watanabe

It remains to show that 0 (1—) > 0 (05 (1) < 0o holds in general). If o, (1—) =
0, then S, (00 (+); 00) < 00, which contradicts the first inequality in (A.24). Since
{cn} was arbitrary, we conclude that

o) (o)
0<l f <l
em0loe] ¢ L(e)  emnofoe) L)

< 00.
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