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ON THE CONSTRUCTIONS OF SEQUENTIAL GRAPHS

Hui-Chuan Lu

Abstract. In this paper, we discuss three constructions: attaching construction,
adjoining construction and the join of two graphs to obtain larger sequential
graphs from small sequential or strongly r-indexable ones.

1. INTRODUCTION

All the graphs considered in this paper are finite simple graphs. Let G = (V (G),
E(G)) be a graph of order p and size q. A harmonious labeling of a graph G is
an injection g : V (G) → {0, 1, ..., q − 1} if the induced labeling on edge set
g∗ : E(G) → Zq defined by g∗(uv) ≡ g(u)+g(v) (mod q) for each edge uv∈ E (G)
is 1-1 when G is not a tree. In the case of trees, the vertices are allowed to be
labeled from 0 to q without repeating vertex labels, and the resulting edge labels are
distinct. A graph G with a harmonious labeling is called a harmonious graph.

Harmonious labeling on graphs was introduced in 1980 by Graham and Sloane
[8] which is related to a problem of modular versions of certain additive bases for
the integers. Results on harmonious graphs can be found in a survey by Gallian [5].

A vertex labeling f : V (G) → {0, 1, ..., q− 1} of G (f : V (G) → {0, 1, ..., q}
when G is a tree) is called strongly r-harmonious [4] or r-sequential if f is an
injection and the edge labels induced by f#(uv) = f(u) + f(v) for every edge uv
form a sequence of distinct consecutive integers r, r + 1, r + 2, . . . , r + q − 1. A
graph G is a sequential graph [7] if G is r-sequential for some positive integer r.
Note that a sequential graph is clearly a harmonious graph.

In [1], Acharya and Hegde introduced a stronger form of sequential labeling by
calling G strongly r-indexable if there is an injection function from V (G) to { 0,
1, . . . , p − 1} such that the set of edge labels induced by adding the vertex labels
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is { r, r + 1, ..., r + q − 1}. Notice that for trees and unicycle graphs the notions
of r-sequential labelings and strongly r-indexable labelings coincide. Results on
sequential graphs and strongly r-indexable graphs can also be found in [5].

Most results on constructing larger sequential graphs focus on particular classes
of graphs and methods [cf. 5]. In the present paper, we shall use three kinds of
graph operations to cluster sequential or strongly r-indexable graphs together and
obtain new classes of sequential graphs as the case may be. It is worth of mentioning
that the first two have been utilized to obtain harmonious and sequential trees in
[11].

2. CONSTRUCTION I: ATTACHING CONSTRUCTION

Suppose that G1, G2, ..., Gn and H are vertex-disjoint graphs. Let V (H) =
{w1, w2, ..., wn} and let vi be any vertex of Gi, i = 1, 2, . . ., n. Attaching
construction attaches graph Gi to H at wi by identifying vi and wi, for each i = 1,
2, . . . , n. We denote the resulting graph by H ⊕ [G1, G2, ..., Gn] at [v1, v2, ..., vn]
which is depicted in Figure 1. In particular, if Gi

∼= G for all i = 1, 2, . . . , n
and v1, v2, ..., vn are isomorphic to the same vertex v in V (G), then the graph is
denoted by H ⊕ [G]v. Furthermore, we use H ⊕ [G] to denote the collection of
|V (G)| graphs H ⊕ [G]v where v ∈ V (G).

Fig. 1. H ⊕ [G1, G2, ..., Gn] at [v1, v2, ..., vn]

We consider the graph H ⊕ [G] where H is of order 2n+1 and there are 2n+1
isomorphic copies of G. In the following several theorems, graph G is required to
be 3-colorable whose definition is given as follows.

An m-coloring of a graph G is a vertex labeling ϕ : V (G) →{1, 2, . . . , m}.
The labels are colors. An m-coloring is proper if adjacent vertices in G have dif-
ferent labels. We call a graph m-colorable if it has a proper m-coloring. Graphs
that can be properly colored by less than four colors may serve as good candidates
of G to obtain good labelings of H ⊕ [G].
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Theorem 2.1. Let H be strongly r-indexable of order 2n+1 and size t, and let
G be a 3-colorable graph of size q having a k-sequential labeling g. Then we have
the following:

(a) If r+t = 3n+1 and g(u0) = (k − 1)/2, then H⊕[G]u0 is (k (2n + 1)+n−t)-
sequential.

(b) If r = n and g(u0) = (k + q)/2, then H ⊕ [G]u0 is (k (2n + 1) + n)-
sequential.

Proof. Since H with its labeling h is strongly r-indexable and G with its
labeling g is k-sequential, we have h(V (H))= {0, 1, 2, . . . , 2n}, h#(E(H))= {r,
r+1, . . . , r + t − 1} and g#(E(G))= {k, k+1, . . . , k + q − 1}. Let {w1, w2, . . . ,
w2n+1} be the vertex set of H with h(wi) = i− 1, i = 1, 2, . . . , 2n + 1, and {u0,
u1, . . . , up−1} be the vertex set of G. For the sake of convenient notation, the i-th
copy of G is called Gi which is attached to the vertex wi of H . Let {ui,0, ui,1,
. . . , ui,p−1} be the vertex set of Gi such that ui,j is the isomorphic image of uj for
j= 0, 1, 2, . . . , p − 1 and i = 1, 2, . . . , 2n + 1. Furthermore, let ϕ be a proper
3-coloring of G.

In case (a), when r+ t = 3n+1, we identify ui,0 with wi, i = 1, 2, . . . , 2n+1,
where g(u0) = (k − 1)/2. Without loss of generality, we may assume that ϕ(u0)
= 1.

Let the labeling f of H ⊕ [G]u0 be defined as follows: (0 ≤ j ≤ p − 1)

f(ui,j) =




g(uj)(2n + 1) + i − 1, if ϕ(uj) = 1 and 1 ≤ i ≤ 2n + 1;

g(uj)(2n + 1) + n − (i − 1)/2, if ϕ(uj) = 2 and i = 1, 3, ..., 2n+ 1;

g(uj)(2n + 1) + 2n + 1 − i/2, if ϕ(uj) = 2 and i = 2, 4, ..., 2n;

g(uj)(2n + 1) + n − i/2, if ϕ(uj) = 3 and i = 2, 4, ..., 2n; and

g(uj)(2n + 1) + 2n − (i − 1)/2, if ϕ(uj) = 3 and i = 1, 3, ..., 2n+ 1.

It’s easy to verify that all vertex labels are distinct. To complete the proof, we
need to show that the edge labels are consecutive integers from (k(2n+1)+n−t) to
((k+q−1)(2n+1)+3n). First note that f#(E(H)) = {2g(u0)(2n + 1) + j| j =
r, r + 1, ..., r + t− 1 }. The facts r + t = 3n + 1 and g(u0) = (k − 1)/2 imply
that f#(E(H)) = {k(2n+1)+n−t, k(2n+1)+n−t+1, ..., k(2n+1)+n−1}.
Next, let’s take an arbitrary edge, say uaub, 0≤ a < b ≤ p−1, of G and investigate
the edge labels of all its isomorphic images ui,aui,b, i = 1, 2, . . . , 2n + 1. A
routine computation shows, no matter what colors the vertices ua and ub are, the
labels of these edges are g#(uaub)(2n + 1) + n, g#(uaub)(2n + 1) + n + 1, . . . ,
g#(uaub)(2n + 1) + 3n. Since g#(E(G)) = {k, k+1, . . . , k + q − 1}, the edge
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labels of all Gi’s are consecutive integers from (k(2n+1)+n) to ((k+q−1)(2n+
1) + 3n). Hence the proof is completed. Case (b) is similar to case (a) and the
proof is omitted.

We present an example to illustrate the labeling in Figure 2. The value in
brackets indicates the color of that vertex.

Fig. 2.

Remark.
(1) Theorem 2.1 generalizes Theorem 2.1 in [15].

(2) If G is strongly k-indexable instead of just being k-sequential in Theorem
2.1, then H ⊕ [G]u0 is also strongly m-indexable for some values of m as
indicated in the theorem.

Among known 1-sequential graphs are wheels Wm(m ≡0 or 1 (mod 3)) [4];
friendship graphs C

(m)
3 (m ≡ 0 or 1 (mod 4)) [9,10]; stars Sm; fans Fm [4]; helms

Hm [12]; and Sm + Kt[6]. All but W2m+1 and H2m+1 are 3-colorable. Therefore,
by Theorem 2.1, the following corollary is straightforward.
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Corollary 2.2. Suppose that H is a strongly r-indexable graph of order 2n+1
and size t with r+t = 3n+1. If u0 is the vertex of the latter graph in the following
that receives the label 0, then

(a) If m ≡ 0 or 4 (mod 6), then H ⊕ [Wm]u0 is (3n − t + 1)-sequential.

(b) If m ≡ 0 or 1 (mod 4), then H ⊕ [C(m)
3 ]u0 is (3n − t + 1)-sequential.

(c) H⊕ [Sm]u0 , H⊕ [Fm]u0 , H⊕ [H2m]u0 and H⊕ [Sm+Kt]u0 are (3n−t+1)-
sequential , for all m ≥ 2.

If we restrict the case to sequential cycles, that is, odd cycles. Theorem 2.1
says that C2n+1 ⊕ [C4m+3] is sequential and therefore harmonious. But it doesn’t
work for C2n+1 ⊕ [C4m+1]. In fact, C2n+1 ⊕ [C4m+1] is not harmonious because it
violates the following theorem by Graham and Sloane. So Theorem 2.4 is obvious.

Theorem 2.3.[8, Theorem 11]. If a harmonious graph has 2t edges and the
degree of every vertex is divisible by 2k, then t is divisible by 2k.

Theorem 2.4. C2n+1 ⊕ [C2m+1] is harmonious if and only if m is odd.
From the proof of Theorem 2.1, we observe that if we restrict f to the 2n+1

copies of G, f remains a sequential labeling of (2n + 1)G(the disjoint union of
2n + 1 copies of G). In the same way, it is harmonious if G is just harmonious.

Theorem 2.5.

(1) If G is harmonious and 3-colorable, then (2n + 1)G is harmonious and
3-colorable.

(2) If G is k-sequential and 3-colorable, then (2n + 1)G is (k(2n + 1) + n)-
sequential and 3-colorable.

(3) If G is strongly k-indexable and 3-colorable, then (2n + 1)G is strongly
(k(2n + 1) + n)-indexable and 3-colorable.

The case when H is of even order is more challenging. We start with showing
that P2 ⊕ [Kn] is not sequential and 2Kn is not harmonious for infinitely many n.

Lemma 2.6. [2, §18, Theorem 1]. Let n = pα1
1 pα2

2 · · · pαm
m ,where p1, p2, ..., pm

are distinct primes. Then n is not a sum of two squares if and only if there is a
prime

(*) pi ≡ 3 (mod 4) and αi is odd.

Theorem 2.7. If n ≡ 1 (mod 4) and satisfies condition (∗), then P2 ⊕ [Kn]
is not sequential.
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Proof. Let {ui,j| j = 0, 1, ..., n− 1} be the vertex set of the i-th copy of Kn,
i =1, 2, and E(P2) = {u1,0u2,0}. Suppose that f is an r-sequential labeling of
P2 ⊕ [Kn]. Then

n(f(u1,0) + f(u2,0)) + (n − 1)(f(u1,1) + f(u1,2) + · · ·
+f(u1,n−1) + f(u2,1) + f(u2,2) + · · · + f(u2,n−1))

= r + (r + 1) + · · · + (r + n(n − 1))

= (n(n − 1) + 1)r +
n(n − 1)(n(n − 1) + 1)

2

By taking modulo (n − 1)/2, we have f#(u1,0u2,0) ≡ r ( mod (n − 1)/2).
Since (n − 1)/2 is even, f#(u1,0u2,0) and r have the same parity.

Let Ei(Oi) be the cardinality of the set of vertices of the ith copy of Kn labeled
even (odd), i= 1, 2. Then E1 + O1 = E2 + O2 = n and, in 2Kn, the numbers of
edges labeled odd and even are equal. That is, E1(E1 − 1)/2 + O1(O1 − 1)/2 +
E2(E2 − 1)/2 + O2(O2 − 1)/2 = E1O1 + E2O2, or equivalently, (E1 − O1)2 +
(E2 − O2)2 = 2n. Since n satisfies condition (∗), 2n is not a sum of two squares.
This gives a contradiction.

By similar argument we come to the conclusion as follows:

Lemma 2.8. If n satisfies condition (∗), then 2Kn is not harmonious.

Next, some results on graphs obtained by attaching an even number of particular
classes of graphs to a path are given.

Theorem 2.9.

(1) P2n ⊕ [C2m+1] is 2mn-sequential, for all n ≥ 1 and m = 1, 2.

(2) P2n ⊕ [C2m+1 + K1]wis harmonious where V (K1) = {w}, for all m ≥ 1
and n =1, 2.

Proof. Suppose that the vertices of C2m+1 run consecutively u0, u1, . . . ,
u2m with u2m joined to u0 and the vertex set of the i-th copy of C2m+1 is
{ui,j |j ∈ Z2m+1 } where ui,j is the isomorphic image of uj , i = 1, 2, ..., 2n.

(1) Let E(P2n) = {ui,0ui+1,0| i = 1, 2, ..., 2n− 1}. We start with defining a
labeling fm of 2nC2m+1 as follows, m = 1, 2.

f1(ui,j) =




i− 1 + jn, if i = 1, 2, ..., 2n, and j = 0, 2; and

8n − 2i, if i = 1, 2, ..., 2n, and j = 1;

and
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f 2(ui,j) =




i − 1 + jn, if i = 1, 2, ..., 2n, and j = 0, 2, 4;

8n +i −2 −(2n −1)(j −1)/2, if i = 1, 2, ..., n, and j = 1, 3; and

10n +i −2 −(2n −1)(j −1)/2, if i = n + 1, n + 2, ..., 2n, and j = 1, 3.

Then we convert fm into the desired labeling fm of P2n ⊕ [C2m+1], m= 1, 2.

fm(ui,j) =




fm(ui,j), if i = 1, 3, ..., 2n− 1, and j ∈ Z2m+1; and

fm(ui,j−1), if i = 2, 4, ..., 2n. and j ∈ Z2m+1.

(2) Let the vertex set of the i-th copy of C2m+1 +K1 be {wi, ui,j| j ∈ Z2m+1}
where wi is the isomorphic image of w. The labeling fn of P2n ⊕ [C2m+1 + K1]w,
n= 1, 2, is defined by

f1(u) =




f (uj) + (3m + 2)(i− 1), if u = ui,j, i = 1, 2, and j ∈ Z2m+1;

(4 − i)m + 1, if u = wi, i = 1, 2.

and

f2(u) =




f(uj) +(2m +1)(i −1)/2, if u = ui,j, i = 1, 3, ..., 2n−1, j∈Z2m+1;

f(uj) +3m +3 +(2m +1)i/2, if u = ui,j, i = 2, 4, ..., 2n, j ∈ Z2m+1;

9m + 6 + (m + 1)(i − 1), if u = wi, i = 1, 3, ..., 2n− 1; and

14m + 8 + (m + 1)(i − 2), if u = wi, i = 2, 4, ...2n.

where f is a sequential labeling of C2m+1 giving by

f(uj) =




j/2, if j = 0, 2, ..., 2m; and

m + (j + 1)/2, if j = 1, 3, ..., 2m− 1.

The remainder of the verification is just a routine computation.

For clarity, we present examples in Figure 3.

(1) P4 ⊕ [C5] is 8-sequential.
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(2) P4 ⊕ [C5 + K1]w is harmonious.

Fig. 3.

3. CONSTRUCTION II : ADJOINING CONSTRUCTION

The adjoining construction is in fact a special attaching-type operation. It at-
taches a collection of vertex-disjoint graphs at each pendant vertex of a star instead
of each vertex of H . In other words, we adjoin a vertex w to a vertex vi of each
graph Gi in the collection of vertex-disjoint graphs {G1, G2, ..., Gn} and denote the
resulting graph by ⊕(G1, G2, ..., Gn) at (v1, v2, ..., vn), see Figure 4. In the case
that each Gi

∼= G, i =1, 2,. . . ,n, and v1, v2, ..., vn are isomorphic images of the
vertex v in V (G), the graph is denoted by ⊕Gn |v . Furthermore, we use ⊕Gn to
denote the collection of |V (G)| graphs ⊕Gn |v where v ∈ V (G).

Theorem 3.1. Suppose that G is 3-colorable and has a k-sequential labeling
g. If g(u0) = k, then ⊕G2n+1 |u0 is (k(2n + 1) + n)-sequential.

Proof. By labeling the 2n + 1 copies of G the same as in Theorem 2.1 and
labeling the new vertex w by q(2n + 1) + n, we have the desired labeling.

Remark. By the same way of labeling the 2n copies of C3 in P2n ⊕ [C3] in
Theorem 2.9 (1) and labeling the new vertex by 6n−1, we also have that ⊕ (C3)

2n

is harmonious.

⊕(G1, G2, ..., Gn) at (v1, v2, ..., vn)

Fig. 4.
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4. CONSTRUCTION III: THE JOIN OF TWO GRAPHS

The join of two graphs H and G, written H + G, is obtained from the disjoint
union of G and H by adding the edges {uv | u ∈ V (G), v ∈ V (H)}.

Not many results on the joins of graphs have been obtained so far. Most of
them consider the join of two particular classes of graphs, such as Pn + Kt[6],
Sn + Kt[6], C2n+1 + Kt[13] and Pn + K2[14]. We give some generalized results
in the following.

Theorem 4.1. If G is strongly r-indexable, then (G ∪ K t) + Km is (r + 2t)-
sequential, for all m ≥ 1 and t ≥ 0.

Proof. Suppose that V (Km) = {v0, v1, ..., vm−1}, V (Kt) = {w0, w1, ..., wt−1},
V (G) = {u0, u1, ..., up−1}, |E(G)| = q and g is a labeling of G which is strongly
r-indexable. The labeling fof (G∪Kt) + Km defined in the following is (r + 2t)-
sequential. (An example is presented in Figure 5.)

f(u) =




i, if u = wi, and i = 0, 1, ..., t− 1;
g(ui) + t, if u = ui, and i = 0, 1, ..., p− 1; and
r + q + 2t + i(p + t), if u = vi, and i = 0, 1, ...,m− 1.

(1) G = P5 (2) (P5 ∪ K1) + K4 is 5-sequential.

Fig. 5.

Combining Theorem 4.1 with Theorem 2.5, we can construct larger harmonious
graphs as follows.

Corollary 4.2. ((2n+ 1)G∪Kt) + Km is (r(2n+ 1)+ n + 2t)-sequential for
all m ≥ 1 and t ≥ 0 provided that G is strongly r-indexable and 3-colorable.

We next try to replace the Km by Sm in (G∪Kt)+Km. In this case, one more
condition has to be satisfied.

Theorem 4.3. Let G be a strongly r-indexable graph of order p and size q. If
p = r + q, then G + Sm is r-sequential for all m ≥ 1.
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Proof. Suppose that V (G) = {u0, u1, ..., up−1}, g is a labeling of G which is
strongly r-indexable, and V (Sm) = {v0, v1, ..., vm} where v0 is the center of Sm.
Then the labeling f of G + Sm defined as follows is an r-sequential labeling. (See
Figure 6 for illustration)

f(u) =




g(ui), if u = ui, and i = 0, 1, ..., p− 1;
p, if u = v0; and

2p + (i − 1)(p + 1), if u = vi, and i = 1, ..., m.

(1) G = C5 ∪ K2 is strongly 2-indexable. (2) (C5 ∪ K2) + S4 is 2-sequential.

Fig. 6.

As in the example in Figure 6, most graphs that satisfy the condition p = r + q
are in fact disconnected. We can make a known strongly r-indexable graph satisfy
this condition by adding some extra isolated vertices to it.

Corollary 4.4. If G is a strongly r-indexable graph of order p and size q, then
(G ∪ Kr+q−p) + Sm is r-sequential for all m ≥ 1.

Corollary 4.5. Sm + Sn is 1-sequential for all m, n ≥ 1.

Remark. K1,m,nin [3] is isomorphic to Sm +Kn and K1,1,m,n in [6] is exactly
Sm + Sn. Both graphs are shown to be 1-sequential in this paper.

Sethuraman and Selvaraju [14] proved that Pn + P2 is harmonious and they
asked whether Pn + Pm or Pn + Sm is harmonious. By Theorem 4.3, we have
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Sn + P3 = Sn + S2 is harmonious. But we could not go any further at this
moment. However, we observed that C2n + P2 is harmonious even though C2n is
not harmonious.

Theorem 4.6.

(1) C2n + S1 = C2n + P2 is harmonious.

(2) C4n+3 + S2m+1 is not harmonious.

Proof. (1) Let the vertices of Cn run consecutively u0, u1, . . . , un−1 with
un−1 joined to u0 and V (P2) = {w1, w2}. We split the proof into 3 cases:
(a) For C4t + P2, t ≥ 1, let the labeling f be given by

f(u) =




j/2, if u = uj and j = 0, 2, ..., 2t− 2;
2t + (j − 1)/2, if u = uj and j = 1, 3, ..., 2t− 1;
(j − 1)/2, if u = uj and j = 2t + 1, 2t + 3, ..., 4t− 1;
2t + j/2, if u = uj and j = 2t, 2t + 2, ..., 4t− 2; and

6t + 4t(i − 1), if u = wi and i = 1, 2.

(b) For C8t+6 + P2, t ≥ 0, we define the desired labeling as follows:

f(u) =




j/2, if u = uj, j = 0, 2, ..., 4t+ 2;
4t + 2 + (j − 1)/2, if u = uj, j = 1, 3, ..., 4t+ 1;
6t + 3, if u = u4t+4,

4t + 3 + (j − 1)/2 − (−1)(j−1)/2, if u = uj, j = 4t + 3, 4t + 5, ..., 8t+ 5;

j/2 − 1 − (−1)j/2, if u = uj, j = 4t + 6, 4t + 8, ..., 8t+ 4;
12t + 9 + (8t + 6)(i − 1), if u = wi, i = 1, 2.

(c) For C8t+2 + P2, the labeling of C10 + P2 is given in Figure 7. When t ≥ 2, the
labeling is defined by

f(u) =




j/2, if u = uj , and j = 0, 2, ..., 4t;
4t + (j − 1)/2, if u = uj , and j = 1, 3, ..., 4t− 1;
14t− 2j + 4, if u = uj , and j = 4t + 1, 4t + 2;

6t + 2 + (−1)(j−1)/2, if u = uj , and j = 4t + 3, 4t + 5;
2t+2, if u=u4t+4,

2t + 2 + (−1)j/2, if u = uj , and j = 4t + 6, 4t + 8;

4t+1+(j−1)/2 −(−1)(j−1)/2, if u = uj , and j = 4t + 7, 4t + 9, ..., 8t+ 1;

j/2 − 1 − (−1)j/2, if u = uj , t≥3andj=4t+10, 4t+12, ..., 8t;
12t + 3 + (8t + 2)(i − 1), if u = wi, and i = 1, 2.
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(2) A direct consequence of Theorem 2.3.

We also present examples of the cases C4t + P2 and C8t+6 + P2 in Figure 7.

Fig. 7.
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