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THE GENERALIZED INTERVAL TOPOLOGY ON
DISTRIBUTIVE LATTICES

R. H. REDFIELD

The author has recently introduced the generalized interval
topology on a partially ordered set as an alternative to the
standard interval topology. In this paper, the structure of
generalized segments in lattices is investigated, and sufficient
conditions are given for the generalized interval topology on a
distributive lattice to be a lattice topology; adding another
condition ensures that the topology is Hausdorff. Similar
results are obtained for a slight modification of the generalized
interval topology, the generalized star-interval topology, and
examples are constructed which illustrate less restrictive situat-
ions.

1. Introduction; terminology and notation. In [6], we
introduced the concept of generalized intervals in a partially ordered set
and showed that they could be used in a natural way to define a
topology, called the generalized interval topology, on the set. The
definition we used was based on one for intervals, which was given by
Frink in [4], and which formally extended the "closed set" definition of
the usual interval topology on a totally ordered set to an arbitrary
partially ordered set. The use of generalized intervals in place of
intervals in Frink's definition did not change the topology on un-
bounded, totally ordered sets; however, on cardinal products of dually
(i.e. both upwards and downwards) directed sets, the generalized
interval topology turned out to be not only different from Frink's
interval topology but in fact precisely the product of the generalized
interval topologies on the factors.

In this paper, we investigate the possible continuity of the lattice
operations with respect to the generalized interval topology on a
distributive lattice, and give conditions which ensure that the topology
is Hausdorff. The definition of generalized intervals adds to the
corresponding standard interval certain "relatively perpendicular"
elements. The motivation for the definition stems from the plane,
where one may consider the set

to be an interval rather than the usual set
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The standard polar of an /-group was used to describe these "relatively
perpendicular" elements in [5], and thus pointed the way to the
definition in [6] of upper and lower polars in any partially ordered
set. To obtain the necessary machinary to ensure that a distributive
lattice has a Hausdorff generalized interval topology which is also a
lattice topology, we investigate upper and lower polars (§2) and general-
ized segments (§3), in some detail. The major results (Theorems 4.3
and 5.2) are proven for certain distributive lattices which, whenever
possible, have nontrivial polars that are "minimal" in a natural sense.

Intervals may not be closed with respect to the generalized interval
topology. Thus, in [6], we considered the generalized star-interval
topology, which for a directed set is just the topology generated by the
interval topology and the generalized interval topology. Most of the
machinary developed here is valid for star-polars and generalized
star-intervals as well as for polars and generalized intervals, and thus
only a slight change of hypotheses might be needed to ensure that the
main results for the generalized interval topology could be proved
directly for the generalized star-interval topology. However, we pre-
fer to use connections, established here and in [6], between the
generalized interval and star-interval topologies, to obtain the results for
the generalized star-interval topology as corollaries of the results for the
generalized interval topology.

Terminology left undefined here may be found in [1], [2], and [9].
Let (P, g ) 1029 noted a partially ordered set. We use v to

indicate the least upper bound of two elements, if it exists. A
statement of the form a v b = c means that a v b exists and equals
c. We use Λ (greatest lower bound) similarly. Let A,B C
P,jc,yGP. Then

u(A) = {p EP\p^a for all αGA},

l(A) = {p GP\p ^a for all aGA},

A ΛB = {a Λ b \a G A, b G £}, A v B ={a v b\a E A, beB}, x ΛB =
W Λ B , X V B = {X} v β, u(x,y) = u({x,y}), and /(*,y) = /({*,y}).

We denote an open interval in P by

and an interval (or closed interval) by

[a,b] = {x G P | α ^x^

We may combine the notations, as in
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]a,b] = {x\a<x^b}; [a,b[ = {x \a ^x < b}.

An initial segment of P is a set of the form ( —°°, r] = /(r) for some
r E P; a final segment of P is a set of the form [r,oo) = «(r) for some
r E.P. Frink's interval topology [4] on P takes P and φ, together with
all final and initial segments as a subbase for its closed sets. We denote
the interval topology on P by ^(P).

Let {Pa\a£A} be a collection of partially ordered sets. The
cardinal product of the Pα, denoted by | Π | {Pa \ a E A}, is the Cartesian
product of the P with order defined pointwise, i.e. by: f ^g if and only
if af ^ ag for all a E A. If A is finite, say A = {1,2, , w}, then we
usually denote the cardinal product by Pi| x |P 2 | x | | x \Pn.

We consistently use totally ordered set to refer to a partially
ordered set in which every two elements are comparable. If P is a
partially ordered set, and if T is a totally ordered set, then the

lexicographic product of P and Γ, denoted by P x Γ, is the product of P

and T ordered by: (α, b) S (p, ί) if and only if b < t, or fo = t and a Ik p.
If G is an /-group, then for all A C G, A + = {α E A | a g 0} and

A~ = {a <=A\a ^0}.
We let N be the natural numbers, Z the integers, and 1? the real

numbers. Unless otherwise noted, N9Z, and R have their usual
orders. By the plane, we mean R \ x |1?.

If 5" is a topology on a set X, we use Γo, Ti, and Hausdorff to refer
to the corresponding separation axioms in sense of [9]. If L is a lattice
with topology SΓ, then (L, 3~) is a topological lattice if both

v : ( L x L , y x J ) - * ( L , y ) ,

Λ : ( L X L , ί x 3 ) - > ( L , ί ) ,

are continuous. Note that (L, if) may be a topological lattice even if SΓ
is not Hausdorff.

2. Upper and lower polars. Upper and lower polars for a
partially ordered set were introduced in [6] as a generalization of polars
for an /-group. For the results of this paper, we need to look into the
structure of these new polars more deeply than we did in [6].

Let (P, ^ ) be a partially ordered set. Suppose that r,s,t EP are
such that r^s^t. The set

(s,t)i = {pEP\p At = s}

is called the upper polar of t with respect to s (or the s, t upper
polar). The set
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(s,ί)r={p

is called the lower polar of r with respect to s (or the s, r-lower polar).
We noted in [6] that in an /-group G, for all g > 0 ,

where g± = {/ι E G | |Λ | Λ g = 0} is the standard polar for an /-group (see
[3], [8], and [5]). Thus, in the plane,

((0,0), (0,l))± = {(jc,0)|χg0}.

For r,s,t ELP with r ^ s g t, we define the upper star-polar of t with
respect to s, denoted by *(s, ί ) \ to be (s, ί ) 1 if s < ί, and {s} if
s = ί. Similarly, the /ower star-polar of r with respect to s, denoted by
*(s, r)p, is defined as (5, r^if r < s, and {s} if r = 5. All the results of this
section will remain true if polars are replaced by star-polars.

PROPOSITION 2.1. Let (P, ̂ ) be a partially ordered set, and let

r,s,t£ΞPbe such that r < s <t. Then

(i) (r,OxC(r,s)\
(ii) (/,^C(ί,^.

// (P, ̂ ) is a modular lattice, then
(iii) s v(rjyc(sj)\
(iv) 5 Λ(ί, r^Cί^r)]-.

Proo/. (i) Let b E (r, f )\ Then b At = r. Clearly r ^ b and 5 ^
ί. If u ̂  b and w ̂  5, then u^b and M ^ ί , i.e. u ̂ b /\t = r. Thus
b Λ s = r, i.e. b E(r, s)-1. Statement (ii) is the dual of (i). (iii) Let
b E (r, O x Then b At = r, and hence

i.e. b v s E (s, ί) 1- Statement (iv) is the dual of (iii).

PROPOSITION 2.2. Let (L, ^) be a distributive lattice. Let r,s,t E

L be swc/i fftαf r < s g ί. 77ιen the following statements are equivalent:

(i) ΓΛ(ί, r)[ = r Λ ( 5 , Γ ) | ,

(ii) Γ Λ ( ί , r ) f D r Λ ( 5 , r ) | ,
(iii) 5 Λ(ί,r)τ = (5,r)|,
(iv) 5 Λ ^
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Proof. Clearly, if s = f, then statements (i) - (iv) are
equivalent. Suppose that s < t. By Proposition 2.1, (in) is equivalent
to (iv). Clearly by Proposition 2.1,

r Λ (ί, r)| = r Λ (s Λ (t, r\) C r Λ (5, r}p.

Thus (i) is equivalent to (ii). Similarly, one may see that (iv) implies
(ii). It remains to show that (ii) implies (iv). Suppose that (ii) holds,
and let x E (5, r\. By (ii), there exists b E (t, r\ such that r Λ b =
r Λ x. Then 1 v r = <>, ί) v r = ί, and since £ = ^ s ^ x , ί Λ X = x . Thus

5 Λ fc = (x v r) Λ ί?

= (x Λb) v(r Λfo)

= (JC Λ f c ) v ( r ΛJC)

= X Λ ( ί ) v r )

= X Λ t = X,

i.e., x E 5 Λ (ί, r)]-. Therefore, (iv) holds.
Since Proposition 2.2 holds, its dual also holds. We usually will

not state the dual of any result explicitly, even though we may use it
later on. As an example, however, we will write out the dual of
Proposition 2.2:

PROPOSITION 2.3. Let (L, S ) be a distributive lattice. Let r , ί , ί £
L be such that r ^ s <t. Then the following statments are equivalent.

(i) ίv(r,f) x = ίv(s,f)\

(ii) f v f o ί ^ D ί v ί M ) 1 ,
(iii) s v(rjy = (sj)\
(iv) s v (r, t)L D (s, t)\

Let (L, g ) be a lattice. Let r,t E.L be such that r<t. The
interval [r, ί] ftαs equivalent lower polars if for all r < s < t,

s Λ(ί,s)Γ=(s,r) ί.

Similarly, [r, ί] /ιαs equivalent upper polars if for all r < s <t,

If [r, s] has both equivalent lower polars and equivalent upper polars,
then [r, s] is said to have equivalent polars.

We note that in the plane [r, t] has equivalent polars if and only if
[r, t] is totally ordered. However, if we let R* be R with -00 and <»
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adjoined, and if L = (R * | x \ R *) x R, then [(oo, α>, - 1), ( - α>, - oo, l)] has
equivalent polars but is not totally ordered. Thus, non-totally ordered
intervals may have equivalent polars, even in distributive lattices.

We note that replacing polars by star-polars does not change the
above definitions.

Our next result, which will be very useful in the sequal, provides an
alternate characterization of intervals which have equivalent lower
polars.

PROPOSITION 2.4. Let (L, g ) be a distributive lattice. Let r,t G
L be such that r <t. Then [r, t] has equivalent lower polars if and only
if for all r^s <U (*, -s)r = {t, r)j, and for all r<s^t, r Λ (t, r)γ =
r Λ (s, r)γ.

Proof. Suppose the conditions hold, and let r < s < t. Since
r Λ (ί, r)y = r Λ (s, r)y, then s Λ (ί, r\ = (s, r\ by Proposition 2.2. Since
(ί ,s\= (f,r)y, this implies that n ( U ) f = (Ar)j. Therefore, [r,t] has
equivalent lower polars. Conversely, suppose that [r, t] has equivalent
lower polars. Clearly, it suffices to show that both conditions hold for
r < s < t. By Proposition 2.1, (ί, s\ 2 (ί, r\. Let fc ε (t, s\. Then
5 Λ b E (5, r)p, since [r,t] has equivalent lower polars, and hence
(s f\b)v r = s. Since (L, g ) is 5 Λ (b v r) = 5, 5 Λ (b v r) = 5, i.e. fcvrg
5. Since b £(t,s)y, b v s = t. Then

Hence, b v r = t, i.e. b G (ί, r)| , and therefore, (ί, ί)[= (t, r\. For the
other condition, we note that, since [r, t] has equivalent lower polars,
and since (t,s)y= (ί, r\ by the above,

5 Λ(t,r)γ= S Λ(ί,5)Γ=(5,r)Γ

By Proposition 2.2, r Λ (ί, A*)Γ= r Λ (5, r)p
The last three results of this section will be needed in the sequel.

PROPOSITION 2.5. Let (L, g ) be a distributive lattice. Suppose
that r,z,t,dE:L are such that r ̂  z <t ^d and for all z < a i d ,
dE.a\ι (z, a)1. If [r, t] has equivalent lower polars, then [z, t] = {z, ί}.

Proo/. Suppose that z < α ^ ί . Then z <a^d, and hence
rf G α v (z, α) 1 . Let b G (z, α ) 1 be such that d = a v b. Then
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If ft Λ t < t, then a G (ί, ft Λ OT s ί n c e b E(z,a)\ b ̂  z ^r, and hence
b ht^r. Since [r,ί] has equivalent lower polars, this implies (by
Proposition 2.4) that (t, b Λ f )p= (X.r^. Thus α G (ί, r)j-, i.e. α = α v r =
ί. If ft Λ f = f, then

which contradicts our choice of a. Thus [z, ί] = {z, f}.

PROPOSITION 2.6. Let (L, ̂ ) be a lattice. Let k,r,l,t EL be
such that k^kr <l <t and [r, t] has equivalent lower polars. Then

Proof. Suppose that tElv(k, /)\ Then t = / v ft for some
ftε(fc,/)\ and hence ftG(ί,/)r Since [r, ί] has equivalent lower
polars, / Λ (ί, /)]•= (/, r)]-, and hence

Thus r = k v r = l9 which contradicts our choice of r. Therefore,

PROPOSITION 2.7. Lei (L, S ) be a distributive lattice. Let
r,u,w,t ELL be such that r ̂  w <w <t and [r, t] has equivalent lower
polars. Then tfέw v(u, w)1.

Proof. Suppose t G w v (u, w)L. Then t = w v ft for some
ftG(w, w)1. Thus ftG(ί, w)j- and hence by Proposition 2.4, ftG
(ί, r)f. Since ft Λ W = w,

i.e., ft g r. Thus ί = r v ft = ft. But this imples

which contradicts our choice of u and w. Therefore, t&ί w v(w, w)1.

3. Generalized intervals and segments. Let (P, ^ ) be a
partially ordered set. Let r,s,tEP be such that r g s i ί . Let
[r, 5,oo) be the set of points x EP such that there exists a E(5,r\
satisfying

(a) l(a,r)ϊφ
(b) Z(α,r)C/(x).
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Let ( - oo, s, t] be the set of points y G P such that there exists b G (s, t)L

satisfying
(c)
(d)

We note that if P is a lattice, then

(-oo,5,ί] = {y G P | y gfe v ί for some b G ( M ) 1 } ,

[r, 5,00) = {* E P I x g fc Λ r for some b G (5, r)[}.

Let [r, M ] = fo s, °°) Π ( - 00, s, ί ] . A generalized final segment of P is a
set of the form [r,5,00) for r,s EP with r^s; a generalized initial
segment of P is a set of the form ( - °°, s, ί ] for sj EP with s g ί ; and a
generalized interval of P is a s e t of t h e f o r m [ r , s , t ] f o r r,s,tEP w i t h
r S 5 ̂  f.

In the plane, the interval [(0, - 1), (0,1)] is not a generalized
interval; a corresponding generalized interval is

[(0, - 1), (0,0), (0,1)] = {(*,y)| - l g y g l } .

Let r, s9 t G P be such that r ^ s ^ ί . The sets *[r, 5,00) and *( - 00,5, ί ]
are defined in the same way as [r, 5,00) and ( - 00, s, t] above, except that
when polars appear in the definition, they are replaced by the corre-
sponding star-polars. Generalized star-segments and generalized star-
intervals are defined accordingly. All the results of §3 remain true if
polars and generalized segments are replaced by the corresponding
star-polars and generalzied star-segments.

The following two results are essentially corollaries of Proposition
2.4.

PROPOSITION 3.1. Let (L, ̂ ) be a distributive lattice. Let r,t G
L be such that r <t and [r, t] has equivalent lower polars. Ifr^s<t,
then [M, «>) c[r,ί, 00).

Proof. Let z G [5, ί, 00). Then z g s Λ b for some
b G (t, s\. Since [r, ί] has equivalent lower polars, b G (ί, r)j-by Prop-
osition 2.4. But zgίΛfe^ΓΛfc, and hence z G [r, ί, 00).

PROPOSITION 3.2. Let (L, ^) be a distributive lattice. Let r,s,tE

L be such that r <s ^t and [r, t] has equivalent lower polars. Then

Proof. Since [r, t] has equivalent lower polars, by Proposition 2.4
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Thus
[r, t, oo) = {y e L I y g b Λ r for some b E (ί, r^}

= {y EL\y^b /\r AS for some ί? G (t, r^}

= {y G L I j g c Λ r for some c G (5, r)j-}

The next result was proven in [7]. Although it will be used only
for the main theorem in §5, we include it here to enable us to compare
Propositions 2.6 and 2.7 with Lemma 3.4.

PROPOSITION 3.3. Let (L, ^) be a lattice. Let r,t EL be such
that r <t. If L is modular, then

(i) for all x G ( - oo, r, t] Π [ί, oo), there exists b G (r, t)1 such that
x =t\/b.
If L is distributive, then

(ii) for all x G ( - oo, r, t] Π [r, oo), fftm? ejt/sfs b G (r, ί ) 1
 SMC/I fftαf

x = (x A t) v b.

In view of Proposition 3.3, the following lemma says that if k = r in
Proposition 2.6, or if u = r in Proposition 2.7, then we could have
assumed that [r, t] had equivalent upper polars instead of equivalent
lower polars.

LEMMA 3.4. Let (L, ^) be a distributive lattice. Let r<s<tbe

such that [r,t] has equivalent upper polars. Then

Proof. Suppose that t G ( - oo, r, s,]. Then t^-svb for some
b G (r, s)1. Since r < s < t, then by the dual of Proposition 2.4, b G
(r, ί ) \ and hence

This contradicts our choice of s, and thus ί£(-oo,r ,5] .
The next result is the main one of this section, and will be

extremely useful in the sequel.

PROPOSITION 3.5. Let (L, g ) be a distributive lattice. Let r,t G
L be such that r<t, [r,t] has equivalent upper polars, and
[r,t]^{r,t}. Then

n{L\(-oo,Γ,s]|r<s <ί}

is a dual ideal of L.
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Proof. Let 5 denote Π{L \ ( - » , r , s]\r < s < t}. If x G S and
JC g y, then clearly y G 5. Suppose that x, y G S, but that x Λ y G
(-°°,r, 5] for some 5 G L with r < 5 < ί. Let x ' = x v r and y ' =
y v r. If d G (r, s ) 1 is such that x Λ y ^ 5 v d, then

Thus x ' Λ y ' G ( - o o ? r , s ] .
If x' Λ y' ^ f, then clearly f e ( - <», r, s], which contradicts Lemma

3.4. Thus x 'Λy'^f, and hence, without loss of generality, we may
assume that x'gt. Then r^x' At <t. If r = x' Λ ί, then
jc'efoί)"1- By the dual of Proposition 2.4, (r,O 1 = (/,s)\ and thus
JC' E(r, .s) 1 C(-oo,r,s]. Since x ^ JC', this implies that x £ ( — «>,r,5],
which contradicts our choice of JC. Therefore, r < JC' Λ t < t, and since
[r, ί] has equivalent upper polars,

(xf Λt)v(r,xf Λt)λ = (x' ΛtJ)\

Clearly, JC' G (JC' Λ ί, ί ) 1 , and hence

x ' G (JC'Λ 0 v (r,x'Λ 0 1 £ ( - 00, r, JC'Λ ί] .

Since x S x ' , x e(-<»,r, j t ' Λ ί ] , and since x' Λί < ί, this contradicts our
choice of x. We conclude that jcΛyj£( —»,r,s], and hence that
x Λ y G 5. Thus S is a dual ideal of L.

The next result, which we will need when we consider the Haus-
dorίf separation axiom, indicates how useful Proposition 3.5 can be.

PROPOSITION 3.6. Let (L, ̂ ) be a distributive lattice. Let r,t G
L be such that r <t and [r, t] has equivalent polars. Then

L=(-oo, Γ , ί ]U[r , ί ,oo) .

Proof. Let z G L. If (z Λ ί) v r = ί, then

Z Λ Ϊ e(ί,r),C[r,ί,oo),

and hence clearly, z G [r, ί, 00). if (2 Λ t) v r = r, then (z v r) Λ t = r,
hence

z v r e ^ i ^ C i - 0 0 , Γ , ί ] ,

and thus clearly, z G ( - 00, r, t ]. Otherwise, r < ( z Λ ί ) v r < ί . Then,
in particular, [r, ί ]^{r, ί}, and we may apply Proposition 3.5 to
[r,ί]. Let T = U { ( - ° ° , r , s ] | r < <> < ί } . Since r < ( z Λ ί ) v r < ί ,
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(ZVΓ)Λί=(ZΛί)vΓεΓ.

Since t£T by Lemma 3.4, and since L \ T is a dual ideal by
Proposition 3.5, z v r G Γ . Since, for all r < s < t, ( - °°, r, s ] C
( - α>, r, ί] by the dual of Proposition 3.1, z v r G ( - oo? r, ί], and hence
z e ( - o o , Γ , ί ] .

In some cases, Proposition 3.6 will not give a good enough
"separation" of points. Therefore, we must refine it in certain cases to
obtain the "separation" described by Proposition 3.8.

LEMMA 3.7. Let (L, ^ ) be a modular lattice. Let r,s,t,uEL be

such that r <s <t < M, [5, ί] = {s, ί}, and both [r,ί] and [5, u] have
equivalent polars. Then

Proof. Let z e ( - o o , r , ί ] \ ( - o o , r , 5 ] . I f (z/\t)vs = s, then
(zv5)Λί = s and hence z v s E(s, t)1. Since [r, t] has equivalent
polars,

z vs E 5 v(r, 5) 1C(-oo, r, s],

and hence z £ ( - » , r , 5 ] . This contradicts our choice of z, and hence
{z r\t)v s > s. Since ( z A ί ) v s g ί and [s, ί] = {s, t}, we must have
(z Λ ί) v s = ί, i.e. z Λ ί ε (ί, 5)7. Since [5, w] has equivalent polars,

z At GίΛCiέ^Clί, 11,00),

and therefore, z G [ί, w,°o).

PROPOSITION 3.8. Lei (L, ^) be a distributive lattice. Let
r,s,t,u £L be such that r <s <t <u9[s,t] = {s, ί}, and both [r, ί] and
[s,u] have equivalent polars. Then

L = ( - 0 0 , r,s]U[ί, 11,00).

Proof. Since [s,t] = {s,t}, clearly [s, t] has equivalent
polars. Thus, by Proposition 3.6,

L = ( - » , M ) U [ M , « > ) .

By Proposition 3.2 and its dual,

L =(-oo,r,i]U[s,M,oo).
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Therefore, by Lemma 3.7 and its dual,

L =(-oo,r,s]U[ί,w,oo).

The last result of this section is the "discrete" analog of Proposition
3.5.

PROPOSITION 3.9. Let (L, ^ ) be a distributive lattice. Let r, s, ί G
L be such that r < s <t, [r, f ] has equivalent upper polars, and for all
e EL with s ^e <t,e Gs v (r, s)1. Then L \ ( - oo, r, s] is a dual ideal
ofL.

Proof Clearly, if x G L \ ( - 00, r, s] and x ^ y, then
y G L \ ( - o o , r, 5]. Suppose that jc,y G L \(-° ° , r ,s] , but that
JC Λy e(-oo,r, s]. Then, similarly to the beginning of the proof of
Proposition 3.5, we have that (x Λ y) v s G (-0°, r, s], and hence by
Lemma 3.4, that

(JC v s) Λ(y v 5) = (x Λ y) v s^ t.

Thus we may assume that x v s ^ ί , i.e. that (x v s) Λ ί < ί. Then, by
hypothesis, (xvs)Λ/ = svib for some bE(r, s)1. Since [r, ί] has
equivalent upper polars, this implies that

x \/ s G((x vs)Λί, 0 ± = (5 v M ) i = 5vί)v(r,5 vfe)1.

If dG(r , s vί?)1, then

r = (s v b) Λd =(s Ad) v(b ΛC/),

and hence SΛC! ̂  r. Thus, since n f e = r,

5 Λ ( £ v d) = (s Λb)v(s Λd) = r v(s λd) = r,

i.e. b v i G (r, s )\ Therefore, b v (r, 5 v b )x C (r, s ) \ and thus
xvs ε π ( r , 5 ) 1 . But this implies that xv; G(-oo ?r,s], and hence
that JC G(-oo 9r,s], which contradicts our choice of JC. We conclude
that JC Λ y ̂  ( - oo9 r, 5] and hence that L \ ( - 00, r, 5] is a dual ideal of L.

4. Continuity of the lattice operations. Let (P, ^) be a
partially ordered set. The generalized interval topology (or gi-
topology) on P, denoted by ^(P), takes as a subbase for its closed sets,
P and φ, together with all the final generalized segments and all the
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initial generalized segments. The generalized star-interval topology (or
gi-*topology) on P, denoted by ^*(P) takes as a subbase for its closed
sets P and φ, together with all the generalized star-segments. In [6] we
proved that ^(P) is an intrinsic topology on P, which is preserved by
cardinal products of dually directed sets, and that ^*(P) is an intrinsic
topology which always contains the interval topology, J(P).

In this section, we show that if intervals with equivalent polars
occur throughout a distributive lattice L, and if ^(L) is Tu then
(L, ^(L)) is a topological lattice. We first state precisely what is meant
by the occurence of intervals with equivalent polars throughout a
lattice.

Let (L, ^ ) be a lattice. We say that r,t£ΞL provide equivalent
polars for x, y, z E L in case x^r<y<t^z, and [r, t ] has equivalent
polars. We say that L has minimal polars if for all JC,y,z E L with
x < y < z and z^yv(x, y)1, there exist r,tEL which provide equiva-
lent polars for JC, y, z. Clearly, replacing polars by star-polars does not
change the above definitions. Proposition 5.4 will provide a large class
of lattices which have minimal polars.

The first result of this section shows that, for modular lattices,
having minimal polars means that whenever x < y < z and there can
exist r, t which provide minimal polars for x, y, z, then such r, t do in fact
exist.

PROPOSITION 4.1. Let (L, ^ ) be a modular lattice. Let
x, y,z,r,t E L be such that x^r<y<t^z, and z E y v (x, y)1. Then
[r, t] does not have equivalent lower polars.

Proof. S i n c e z £ y v ( i , y ) i , z = y v b f o r s o m e b E (JC, y ) 1 . T h e n

t = z /\ t = (y v b ) Λ t = y v ( b Λ t ) ,

x = x Λ ί = ( b Λ y ) ̂ t = y Λ ( b A t ) .

Thus f Ey v(x, y)1. If [r, t] has equivalent lower polars, this con-
tradicts Proposition 2.6.

The following result was noted in [7]. We include it here to
indicate that having minimal polars is a self-dual property, i.e. that a
lattice has minimal polars if and only if its dual does.

PROPOSITION 4.2. Let (L, ^ ) be a lattice and suppose that JC, y, z E
L are such that x < y < z. Then the following statments are equivalent:

(i) z E y v ( x , y ) - \
(ii) x<ΞyΛ(z,y)j.



232 R. H. REDFIELD

We are now in a position to prove the main result of this section.

THEOREM 4.3. Let (L, S ) be a distributive lattice. If $(L) is Tu

and if L has minimal polars, the (L^iL)) is a topological lattice.

Proof. Our method is to isolate the difficult part of the proof, and
then to prove it separately as Lemma 4.4. We will consider only the
continuity of

Λ : (L x L, <£(L) x <£(L))-+(L, ^(L));

the continuity of v may be proved dually. Since complements of
generalized segments form a subbasis for $(L), it clearly suffices to
show that if x, y E L and JC Λ y E L \ X for some generalized segment
X, then there exist closed sets Y and W such that x E L\W,
y EL\y, and (L\W)A(L\Y)CL\X.

If X is a generalized final segment, than we may choose Y and W
in the following manner. Suppose that x A y E L \ [ft, /,«) for some
ft, / e L with ft ̂  /. If α, /3 E L \ [ft, /,oo), then a A β g j8 and hence
α Λ β E L \ [ft, /, oo). Thus, if JC = y, then

x =x Λy = y EL\[ft,/,oo),

and we may choose W = [ft, /, oo) = y. Suppose xy^y. Clearly either
x E L \ [ft, /, oo) or y E L \ [ft, /, oo), and thus, without loss of generality,
we may assume that x E L\[/, /, oo). Let Y = {y} and W =
[ft, /,oo). Since »(L) is Γ,, y is closed. If α E L \ Y and j3 E L \ W,
then a Aβ ^β and hence α Λβ E L \[ft,/,oo).

It remains to show that such Y and W exist when X is a
generalized initial segment. The problem is more difficult here than in
the case where X is a generalized final segment, and requires the
hypothesis that L has minimal polars. Suppose that x A y E
L \ ( - oo, ft, /]. Then, since L is a lattice, ft < /, and hence the proof of
Theorem 4.3 will be complete when we prove Lemma 4.4.

LEMMA 4.4. Let (L, ^ ) be a distributive lattice which has mini-
mal polars. If JC,y,ft,/ E L are such that ft < / and xΛy(ί(-»,k,/],
then there exist u,w EL such that

(i) x9y EL \ ( - oo, u,w];
(ii) for all a,β E L \ ( - o o , M , w], a Aβ E L \ ( - » , f c , / ] .

Proof. We note that since x Λ y£(-oo,ft ,/], then ( x Λ y ) v / >
/. Furthermore, if (x Λ y) v / E / v (ft, / ) \ then (JC Λ y) v / E ( - oo, ft, /] ,
and hence x A y E ( - oo, fc, /] . Thus
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(1) (xΛy)vl£lv(kJ)\

Also, if k g r < /, then

(2) (-«>,M]C(-oo,r,/]:

if z E(-oo,fc,/], then z ̂ lv b for some fe E(fc,/)•"•; by Proposition 2.1
(iii), r v b E(r, I)1, and since z ^ / v f o = / v r v f c , this implies that
z E ( - ° o , Γ , / ] .

(A) Suppose that there exist c,d EL such that

I v (c, Z)1, and for all e E L with I ̂ e <d, e El v(c, I)1. Since L
has minimal polars, there exist rj EL such that c^r<Kt^d, and
[r, f ] has equivalent polars. By Proposition 2.6, t £ I v (c, /)\ and hence
ί = d. If l^e <t = d, then by Proposition 2.1 (iii),

e E / v (c, I)1 = I v (r v (c, Z)1) C / v (r, /)\

and thus by Proposition 3.9, L \(-°°,r,/] is a dual ideal of L.
If x A y E ( - oo, r, /], then JC Λ y g / v b for some b E (r, /)\ Thus

Since b E (r, I)1 and [r, ί] has equivalent polars, b E (r, t)1 by the dual of
Proposition 2.4. Thus b Λ t = r, and hence

ί = (/ v b) Λ ί = / v (fe Λ ί ) = / v r = /.

This contradicts our choice of ί, and thus JC Λ y£(-oo,r, /]. Then
clearly, x,y EL \(-oo,r,/] . Let αΓβ E L \(-oo,r,/]. Since
L \ (- oo, r, /] is a dual ideal, and since k g c g r < /, we have by (2) that

αΛjBGL\(-oo, r ,/]CL\(-oo,fc,/].

Therefore, if u = r and w = /, then conditions (i) and (ii) above are
satisfied.

(B) Suppose that for all c,d EL such that

and d& I v (c, /)\ there exists e E L such that I <e <d and
e£/ vie,/)1. Since L has minimal polars, by (1) there exist rj EL
such that
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k^r<l<t g ( x Λ y ) v /

and [r, t] has equivalent polars. By Proposition 2.6, t& I v (r, / ) \ and
thus, by hypothesis, there exists t'GL such that Kt'<t and
f' £ / v (r, / ) \ Thus, we may find u,w £L such that r^u<l <w ^t'
and [M, w] has equivalent polars.

Let r < s < t. If s v / = t, then s G (f, /)ι, and hence by Proposition
2.4, s G (ί, r)f, i.e. s = s v r = t. This contradicts our choice of s, and
thus s v I <t. Hence, by Lemma 3.4, ί £ ( - oo, r, s v /]. Suppose that
X Λ y E ( - o o , r , s ] . Then by the dual of Proposition 3.1, XΛyG
(-00, r, 5 v/], and thus, clearly Qc Λ y) v / G (-<*>, r, s v /]. Since ί ^
(JC Λ y) v /, this implies that ί G ( - oo, r, s v /], which is a
contradiction. Thus, x Λ y & ( - 00, r, 5]. By Lemma 3.4, t &
(-oo ? r,5]. Since r < s < f was arbitrary, we may conclude from
Proposition 3.5 that for all r < s < ί,

(3) x Λy Λ f £ ( - o o ? r , s ] .

N o w suppose that x Λ y Λ ί G ( - 00, w, w]. Then X Λ y Λ f ^ w v b
for some b G(u, w) 1 . H e n c e x Λ y Λ t £ ( - « , r,(w v b)Λ ί ] . If
(v^ v ft) Λ t < t, this contradicts (3) above. Thus (w v b) Λ t = t, i.e.
w v (b A t) = t. H e n c e b Λ ί G (ί, w)^, and by Proposition 2.4, b Λ t G
(ί, r)j-, i.e. (fo Λ ί ) v r = t. Since b G (M, w ) 1 , b Λ W = M. Thus

and hence (b Λt)vr = b At. But then b At = t> i.e. fcgί, and we have

This contradicts our choice of u and w, and we conclude XΛy
00, M, w]. Clearly, this implies that x, y G L \ ( - O O ? M , H > ] . Finally, we
note that if a,β GL \ ( - o p , i ι , w], then α , β 6 L \ ( - o o , M , s ] for all
M < 5 < W by the dual of Proposition 3.1, and hence αΛ/3G
L \ ( - oo? M, 5] for all M < s < w by Proposition 3.5. Thus, in particu-
lar, a Aβ e L \ ( - o o , i ι , / ] , and hence by (2), a A β GL\(-oo,fc,/].

Since (A) and (B) exhaust the possibilities, we conclude that
Lemma 4.4, and hence Theorem 4.3, hold.

COROLLARY 4.5. Let (L, ^ ) be a distributive lattice. If<S(L)D
and if L has minimal polars, then (L, $*(L)) is a topological

lattice.
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Proof. Since 3>{L) is Γ,,«(L) is Γ,; by [6; Proposition 3.6],
»(L) = »*(L). The corollary then follows from Theorem 4.3.

We note that proving the results of §3 for generalized star-
segments, and considering the case of (-°°,/] in Lemma 4.4 would
allow us to drop the hypothesis that ^(L)^^^) in Corollary 4.5.

5. The Hausdorff separation axiom. This section is
devoted primarily to establishing that distributive lattices which have
minimal polars, and which satisfy the additional requirement that there
be enough polars to "separate" points, have Hausdorff generalized
interval topologies.

In [7], we introduced the following condition: A lattice (L, ^ ) is
said to be almost polar-dense if, whenever x,y E L are such that x < y
and for all x < d < y, y E d v (JC, d)1, then there exist c,e E L such that
c < x < y < e, y £ x v (c, x y, and x gϋ y Λ (e, y)(. We proved in [7] that a
totally ordered set is almost polar-dense if and only if its gi-topology is
equivalent to its interval topology (and hence to its gi-*topology). For
modular lattices, we have the following [7; Proposition 2.5].

PROPOSITION 5.1. Let (L, ^ ) be a modular lattice. IfL is almost
polar-dense, then ®(L) = #

The main result of this section is the following.

THEOREM 5.2. Let (L, ^ ) be an almost polar-dense, distributive
lattice. If L has minimal polars, then ^(L) is Hausdorff.

Proof. Let JC, y E L be distinct. Without loss of generality, we
may assume that x < x v y.

(A) Suppose that for all b,c &L with x^b <c ^jcvy, there
exists d EL such that b <d <c and c£dv(b,d)1. We first prove
the following: (α) If x ̂  b < c ̂  JC V y, then there exist r,t EL such
that b <r <t <c and [r, t] has equivalent polars. To see this, let
x ^ b < c ^ j c v y . By hypothesis, there exist d,e,fE.L such that
b<d<e<f<c, c£fv(b, f)\ f£dv (b, d)\ a n d
f£e\j{d,e)L. S i n c e L h a s m i n i m a l p o l a r s , t h e r e ex i s t r,tEL s u c h
t h a t

and [r, t] has equivalent polars. This proves (a).
We first apply (a) to obtain r,t EL such that j c < r < i < x v y and

[r,t] has equivalent polars. We then apply (α) to r<t to obtain
u,w EL such that r <u <w <t and [u, w] has equivalent polars. By
Proposition 3.6,
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L = ( - O O ? M ? W > ] U [ M , W,OO),

and hence

(L \ ( - oo, iι, w]) Π (L \ [M, w,oo)) = φ.

By the dual of Proposition 2.7, r£u Λ (W, M)|. Since L is distributive,
this implies that r £ [M, H>, OO) by the dual of Proposition 3.3. Therefore,
JC G L \ [ w , w,oo). Dually, x v y £ ( - o o ? M ? u>], and since x G
(-0°,M, w], this implies that y EL \ ( - O O , M , w].

(B) Suppose that there exist b,c EL such that χ g ί ) < c g χ v y
and for all b < d < c, c E d v (d, fe)\ Since L is almost polar-dense,
there exists k EL such that k <b and c £ b v ^ f c ) 1 . Since L has
minimal polars, there exist r,sEL such that k^r <b < s ^c and
[r,s] has equivalent polars. By Proposition 2.5, [fc,5] = {b,s}, and
hence, since L is almost polar-dense, there exists f EL such that 5 < /
a n d / ^ π ( f c , s ) 1 (Proposition 4.2). Since L has minimal polars, there
exist u,tEL such that b ^u <s <t ^f and [w,f] has equivalent
polars. Since [b, s] = {b, 5}, M = b, i.e. [b, ί] has equivalent polars. By
Proposition 3.8,

and hence

(L\(-oo,Γ,b])n(L\[5,ί,oo)) = φ.

By the dual of Lemma 3.4, b£[s, ί,oo)? and therefore, JC G
L\[5,ί,oo). Dually, JC V y E L \ ( - o o , r , H Since x ^ fo,
xG(-oo?r, b] and thus if yG(-oo?r,ft], JC v y G
(-oo,r,b]. Therefore, y E L \ ( - o o , r , H

We conclude that there exist α, β, γ, δ G L such that α < β, γ < δ,
y eL\(-oo, α , j8], x GL\[γ,δ,00), and

(L\(-oo,α,β])Π(L\[γ,δ,oo)) = φ.

By definition of «(L),

L\(-oo,α,j8],L\(γ,δ,oo)e»(L),

and hence ^(L) is Hausdorff.

COROLLARY 5.3. Let (L, ̂ ) be an almost polar-dense, distributive
lattice. If L has minimal polars, then ^ * ( L ) = ̂ (L) (5 a Hausdorff
lattice topology on L.
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Proof. This result follows from Proposition 5.1, Corollary 4.5, and
Theorem 5.2.

We conclude this section by showing how to construct many
natural examples of almost polar-dense, distributive lattices which have
minimal polars.

A partially ordered set (P, g ) is said to be unbounded if for all
p EP, there exist r,t EP such that r <p <t.

PROPOSITION 5.4. Let {Ta\a E A} be a collection of unbounded,
totlally ordered sets. Then |Π | {Ta\a EA} is an almost polar-dense,
distributive lattice which has minimal polars.

Proof By [7; Corollary 2.8], | Π | { Γ α | α E A } is almost polar-
dense. Clearly it is a distributive lattice. That it has minimal polars
follows from the fact that if JC, y,z E |Π| {Ta\a E A} are such that
x < y < z and z^yv(x, y)1, then there exists a EA such that ax <
ay < az.

6. Some examples. In this section, we construct various
examples to illuminate Theorems 4.3 and 5.2 and Corollaries 4.5 and 5.3.

EXAMPLE 6.1. Let M5 be the five-element nondistributive, modu-
lar lattice. Since $*(M5) is Γj, ^*(M5) is discrete, and hence a Haus-
dorff lattice topology. It is easy to see, however, that $(M5) is
indiscrete since ( - », a, b ] = [α, b,») = M5 for all a ^ b. Thus, Φ(M5)
is a lattice topology which is not even Γo. Clearly, M5 is not almost
polar-dense, but since if a < b < c, c E b v(α, b)L, vacuously L has
minimal polars.

EXAMPLE 6.2. Consider the natural numbers, N. Clearly, <&*(N)
is discrete, and hence (N, $*(N)) is a Hausdorff topological lattice. It
was noted in [6] that the closure of {1} with respect to Φ(N) is {1, 2}, and
that therefore, »(N) is not Tx. Clearly, {n}E »(ΛΓ) for all n ^
3, and furthermore,

{l,2} = L\[3,4,«]e«(ΛΓ),

{l} = L\[2,3,oo)e»(N).

Since thus 2 £! {1} G <S(N)9 »(N) is Γo. It is easy to see that (N, <S(N))
is a topological lattice, and since N is totally ordered, N is
distributive. Clearly, N has minimal polars but is not almost polar-
dense.
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EXAMPLE 6.3. Let L = \U\ {N\n EN}. Since the generalized
interval topology is preserved by cardinal products of dually directed
sets [6], ̂ (L) is a Γo, non-Γ,, lattice topology by Example 6.2. We will
show first that (L, ̂ *(L)) is not a topological lattice, and second that
$*(L) is not Hausdorff.

Let cuf E L be defined by ncλ = 1 for all n EN, and

2 if n = 1
1 if nέl.

If a,b,z EL are such that a^b and z£*[a,b,<χ>), then there exists
/ E JV such that Iz < la and if a <b, la < Ib. We denote the minimal
such / E N by m(z,a,b).

Suppose that ah b-x ch 4 E L, 1 = i = «, 1 = i = β, are such that f EPf

where PfE^^iL) is defined by

It is easy to see that for all 1 S / S β, c, = d, and 14 = 1. Let Γ E L be
defined by

(5) n Γ = ί 1 if i i - 1
j 1 if n = m(f, ah bx) for some 1 ̂  iί S α

l otherwise

Since for some n E N, nT = (v {ndy 11 g j ^ /3}) + 1, and since c} = d, for
all l ^ j ^ i S , Γ £ U{*(-oo,c y ,4] | lgj^j8}. Since

(m (/, ah bt))T = 1 ̂  (m (/, αέ, b,))/ < (m (/, fl|, b, ))α,

for all 1 ̂  / g α, Γ ^ U {*[a,, b,, ̂ ) 11 g f ^ α }. Thus Γ E P/. Clearly,
Γ Λ / = C , .

Clearly, fEL \{c,} E ^*(L), and / Λ/ = /. Thus, if (L, ̂ *(L)) is
a topological lattice, there exist PUP2E ^*(L) such that fEPίΠP2 and
P, Λ P2 C L\{c,}. Since PUP2E

(§*(L), there exists a P;, of the form (4)
above, such that fEPίQPλC\P2. Then, if Γ is constructed as in (5)
above,

c, = Γ Λ / E Pf Λ Pf C P, Λ P2 C L \{c,}.

This is a contradiction, and hence (L, ̂ *(L)) is not a topological lattice.
We conclude this example by showing that $*(L) is not

Hausdorff. Suppose that cxESE <S*(L) and / E P E ^*(L). Then,
by definition of ^*(L), there exists P/5 of the form (4) above, such that
/ E PfCP, and there exist rk,skEL, 1 ̂  k ^ γ such that
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cιESι = L\ U{*[rfc, ft, oo) 11 g k ̂  γ}C S.

Let Y G L be defined by

( 1 if n = m(/,ahbt) for some l g i ^ α
1 if n = m(Ci,rfc, sfc) for some 1 g/c ^ γ
(v {m/; 11 g j g β}) 4-1 otherwise.

As in the case of Γ above, YEP,, and since m(curkjsk)Y= 1 for all
l ^ f c ^ γ , YeS, . Thus

Yep,ns,cpns,

i.e. P Π 5 ^ φ, and hence <S*(L) is not Hausdorff.
Since [c,,/] = {c,,/}, then for all c, < d </, / E / v (c,, d)1. Thus,

since ( - °°, c j = {cj}, L is not almost polar-dense. It is easy to see that
L has minimal polars.

EXAMPLE 6.4. Let L C R \ x | JR be defined by

L = ([0, 2] x ]0, 2]) U ([3, 5] x [0, 2[) U {(0, 0), (5, 2)}.

Clearly, L is a lattice. Since the lattice

{(0,0), (0,1), (1,1), (3, l),(3,0)}

is a sublattice of L, L is not modular.

We will first show that $(L) is Hausdorff. Let (a,b)y (x,y)EL
be such that (α,b)^ (JC,y). Clearly.

([0, 2] x ]0, 2]) U {(0, 0)} = L \ [(3, 1), (4, 1), oo) e »(L),

([3, 5]x[0, 2[)U{(3, 2)} = L \ ( - o o , (l, 1), (2, l)]

Thus, we may assume that 0 έ α έ 2 and 0 ^ J C ^ 2 , or 3 ^ α i 5 and
3 ̂  x = 5. These cases are dual, and hence we will consider only the
case where 0 S a g 2 and 0 ^ χ g 2 . Suppose that b ̂  y. Without loss
of generality, we may assume that-y < b. Let y < δ < b. Then (JC, δ),
(α,δ)EL, and

(x,y)eL\[α,δ),(α,b),oo)e«(L).
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If b = y, then we may assume that x < a. Since b = y, 0 < y. Thus, if
x < γ < a, (γ, b) = (γ, y) e L, and

We conclude that ^(L) is Hausdorff.
We will show next that (L^iL)) is not a topological

lattice. Suppose that (3, 0) £ ( - °°, JC, y ] for some x ̂ y. Then clearly,

(6) [(3,0), (3, l ) ]CL\(-oo, jc,y] .

Suppose that (3, 0) jS [(α, b), (c, d), ~) for (α, fe) g (c, d). If fe = 0, then
3 < a < c, and thus,

(7) [(3,0), (3, l)]CL\[(a,b),(c,d),oo).

lϊ b>0, then for 0 < η < b,

(8) [(3, 0), (3, T) )] C L \ [(α, ft), (c, d),»).

, 1), (2, l),oo). Then(0, 0 ) e Y G »(L). Wenote
that (2, 1) Λ (3, 0) = (0, 0). If (2, 1 ) £ A G » ( L ) and (3, 0)EBG <S(L),
then we wish to show that A ΛB£.Y. By definition of $(L),

(3,0)G Π (L\Xi)CB,
ί = l

where the X are generalized initial and final segments. By (6), (7), and
(8), there exists 0 < μ < 1 such that

[(3,0),(3,μ)]C Π (L\Xi)CB.
i = l

Thus, we have (2, l ) e A and (3, μ) G JB, and hence (2, μ) E
A ΛB. Clearly

and hence (2, μ,) fέ Y. Thus, A Λ B £ Y, and since (2, 1) Λ (3, 0) = (0, 0),
we therefore conclude that
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is not continuous. Hence, (L, ̂ (L)) is not a topological lattice. We
note that dually one may show that v is also not continuous.

We show next that «(L)-= <S*(L). Clearly, if (α, b) G L is such
that 0 < a and 0 < b, then there exists (c,d)EL such that

Furthermore, it is easy to see that if x > 0,

(-oo, (0,χ)] = (-oo,(0,0),(0,Jc)]n((Ί (-oo,((π + lΓM),(n-

(-oo,(χ,θ)] = (-oo,(θ,0),(x,0)]n(n (-oo,(0,(n + l)-'),(0,«"

( - oo, (0,0)] = Π ( - oo, ((« + l)- , (n + I)"1), (« "\ n "')].

Similarly, final segments are closed with respect to 'S(L), and hence
#(L)C 'S(L). Since L is a lattice, this implies that ^*(L) = 'S(L) by
[6; Proposition 3.6]. We conclude that <g*(L) is Hausdorff, but that
(L, ^*(L)) is not a topological lattice.

Since [(0, 0), (3, 0)] = {(0, 0), (3, 0)}, and since (-°o,(0, 0)] =
{(0, 0)}, then L is not almost polar-dense. Furthermore, if 3 < t ^ 4,
then

((0, 0), (3, 0)Y = ([0, 2] x ]0, 2]) U {(0, 0)},

((3, 0), (ί, 0)Y = [(3, 0), (3, 2)[.

Thus, (4, 0) fέ ((0, 0), (3, 0))1, and if

(0, 0) ̂  (r, 0) < (3, 0) < (t, 0) ̂  (4, 0),

then

(3, 0) v ((r, 0), (3, W = (3, 0) v ((0, 0), (3, 0)Y

Therefore, [(r, 0), (t, 0)] does not have equivalent polars, and we con-
clude that L does not have minimal polars.
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Added in Proof. Theorem 4.3 does not require the hypothesis that
^(L) is Γ,: Let y = 0 instead of {y} in the second part of the second
paragraph of the proof.
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