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Remarks on degree 4 projective curves

By

Giovanni MoLIicA Bisct and Roberto NOTARI

Abstract

In this paper we characterize the degree 4 multiple lines with generic
embedding dimension 3 and among them the ones with very degenerate
hyperplane section, and the ones which contain a degree 3 planar sub-
curve. Using that characterization, we prove that the degree 4 curves
containing a planar subcurve of degree 3 are the general element of an
irreducible component of the Hilbert scheme. Moreover, we show that all
the multiple lines we consider belong to the same connected component
of the corresponding Hilbert scheme.

1. Introduction

A classical method to study curves embedded in projective spaces is to
consider their general hyperplane section. For example, bounds on the postu-
lation of the general hyperplane section give bounds on the cohomology (see
[7] for curves in P? and [2] for curves in P, n > 3) as well as bounds on the
arithmetic genus of the curve (see [2] for locally Cohen-Macaulay curves or [5]
for smooth curves).

Conversely, the lifting problem for curves consists in obtaining information
on the curve assuming analogous properties of its general hyperplane section.
In particular, in [3], the authors studied the existence of planar subcurves of
a curve C under the assumption that the general hyperplane section C'N H
of C contains a large linear subscheme. One of the main result of [3] is that
the planar subcurve exists and it has the expected degree if the degree r of
the linear subscheme exceeds (d + 3)/2 where d = deg(C) is the degree of
C. For r = d—1 and d > 5 their result implies the equivalence between
“C'N H contains a linear subscheme of degree d — 1”7 and “C' contains a degree
d — 1 planar subcurve”. This equivalence was used in [14] to prove that the
curves satisfying the previous hypothesis, called curves with very degenerate
hyperplane section, are the general element of an irreducible component of the
corresponding Hilbert scheme, whatever the genus of the curve is.

One of the aim of this paper is to prove an analogous result for curves of
degree 4. The main problem in proving it is that in this case there exist curves
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with very degenerate hyperplane section which do not contain planar subcurves
of degree 3, as proved in [3]. Those exceptional curves are multiple lines of
degree 4 and generic embedding dimension 3. So, we were forced to study
those multiple lines in great detail. After stating notation and preliminaries in
Section 2, in Section 3 we characterize the possible general hyperplane section
of such a curve, we compute its Cohen-Macaulay filtration, a classical tool to
study multiple lines, and we show how to construct such a curve. Moreover,
we obtain some numerical information on the curve in terms of the data of
the filtration. In Section 4, we characterize the multiple lines which have very
degenerate hyperplane section, and among those, the ones which contain a
degree 3 planar subcurve.

From their description, it follows that there are a lot of different algebraic
families parameterizing those multiple lines. In Section 5, we describe those
algebraic families, and we address the natural problem of understanding if all
those families belong to the same connected component of the corresponding
Hilbert scheme. Of course, we consider two more algebraic families, the degree
4 ropes supported on a line and the curves containing a degree 3 planar sub-
curve, studied respectively in [11] and [14], which appear in projective spaces of
dimension at least 4. The problem of the connectedness of the Hilbert scheme
parameterizing locally Cohen-Macaulay curves, up to now, was considered only
for curves in P3, and the results obtained by various authors suggest that the
answer to that problem should be positive. See, for example, [12] and [13] for
the connectedness of Hilbert schemes of degree 3 and 4 curves, respectively, in
P3, of whatever genus. In proving that all the families we consider belong to
the same connected component we study the deformation of one parameter flat
families, following an approach analogous to the one in [12].

In last Section 6, we prove that the degree 4 curves containing a planar
subcurve of degree 3 fill an irreducible component of the Hilbert scheme, giving
an affirmative answer to our initial question.

Both the authors would like to warmly thank Silvio Greco for suggesting
them the study of such interesting curves. Furthermore, the second author prof-
ited of a stay at the Department of Mathematics of the University of Messina
during the preparation of this paper, and he would like to thank that institution
for the warm hospitality.

2. Preliminaries and notation

In this section, we collect the notation we’ 11 use throughout the paper and
the known results we need to develop the subject.

2.1. Notation

K is an algebraically closed field of characteristic zero, R = K|z, . .., Zp]
is the polynomial ring in n + 1 unknowns of degree 1, and P* = Proj(R) is
the n-dimensional projective space. P" is our ambient space. The structure
sheaf of a closed scheme X C P" is Ox while its ideal sheaf is ZTx. The
saturated ideal Ix defining a closed scheme X is equal to Ix = H2(P",Ix) =
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®;ezHO(P", Zx(j)). The dimension of the degree j homogeneous piece of
Ix is h%(Zx(j)) = dimg([Ix];, while the Hilbert function of X is defined as
hx(j) = dimg [R/Ix]; = ("]7) = h°(Zx(j))-

A curve C C P" is a locally Cohen-Macaulay closed scheme of pure di-
mension 1, i.e.,C' has no embedded or isolated zero-dimensional component.
Two very important discrete invariants of a projective curve are the degree
deg(C) and the arithmetic genus go. Another important object to be stud-
ied for a curve C is the Hartshorne-Rao module defined as H!(P", Z¢) =
®jezH (P",Zc(4)). It is a finite length R-module. The Rao function of C
is h'(Zc(4)) = dimg HY (P, Zc(j)), as K-vector space.

2.2. Multiple lines

In this subsection, we adapt some results by Banica and Forster [1] to
multiplicity structures on lines. For a survey on the construction of Cohen-
Macaulay scheme structures on a smooth variety, see [6].

Definition 2.1. If L is a line, a multiple line C' supported on L is a
curve C whose ideal sheaf satisfies If C Ic C Iy, for some integer k.

A multiple line C' admits a filtration via multiple lines with the same
support and smaller degrees which can be constructed as follows. Let L(*) be
the curve defined by the ideal sheaf Zt. Let C; denote the subscheme obtained
by removing embedded points from CNL®. C; is the largest Cohen-Macaulay
subscheme contained in C' N L®, and it is uniquely determined. If k is the
smallest integer such that Z¥ C Z¢, then

L=CicCycCc---CcCp=C

is the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of C.
The sheaves £; = Z¢,/Zc,,, are associated to the filtration and they
are Op-modules. In fact, for each 4,7 > 1 such that 1 < i+ j < k it holds
Ic,Zc; € Ico,, ;- Moreover, they are locally free, and so free because the support

is a line. All those sheaves are related by the short exact sequences

(2.1) 0— IC — IC,; I EZ — 0.

141
2.3. Ropes supported on lines

In this subsection, we collect some results from [10] and [11] on the multiple
lines which have a Cohen-Macaulay filtration as short as possible.

Definition 2.2. A rope Z supported on a line is a multiple line that
satisfies I% CcCIlyCIy.

In [10, Theorem 2.4, Remark 2.5], the authors proved that every rope Z
of degree d with 2 < d < n — 1 is uniquely determined by fixing the supporting
line L and an exact sequence

n—d d—2
(2.2) 0P oL(-6—1) &5 0771 (-1) 5 P Or(e — 1) — 0.
j=1

=0
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The arithmetic genus of Z is gz = — 25;02 o = — E;:ld B;j. Furthermore, if
I, = (xo,...,2n—2) and S = K[z, _1, x,], the saturated ideal of Z is generated
by Iz = (1%, [z, ..., Tn_2]B), where B is a matrix which represents the map
pp and does not drop rank in codimension 1, i.e., the ideal I,,_4(p5) C S
generated by the maximal minors of B contains a regular sequence of length
2, or equivalently, the map ¢p ® Kp is injective for each closed point P € L,
where Kp is the residual field of the local ring O p. Of course, the entries
of B are in S. The Hartshorne-Rao module of Z is an S-module because it is
annihilated by Iy, and it is isomorphic to coker(¢ ) as S-module. The Rao
function of Z is

23)  ANZL0) = dZ (‘j T”) —(n- 1>® *Zi (j _15i>'

=0

Definition 2.3.  Given a rope Z of degree d and genus g, the sequence
a = (ag,...,aq-2) with ag < -+ < ag_g is called the right-type of Z. Anal-
ogously, if 81 < .-+ < B,_q4, the sequence f = (f1,...,Bn—a) is called the
left-type of Z.

The ropes of degree d and right-type a form an irreducible family into
the corresponding Hilbert scheme parameterized by the closure R, 4. of j(V4)
where V,, is the product of the affine space A2("~1) isomorphic to the open sub-
set Wy, ... n—2 of the Grassmannian Grass(1, n) of lines in P and the open subset
of the affine space parameterizing the homogeneous matrices giving surjective
maps S"1(—1) — @¢-2S(e; — 1) which do not drop rank in codimension 1,
and j : V,, — Hilbg 4(P") is the natural map.

The dimension of R, 4, [11, Proposition 6.7] is equal to

d—2
(2.4) dimRy g0 =M —1)(d+1—g) — dimAut (@ Or(a; — 1)) .

=0

All these families in the Hilbert scheme lie into the closure of one of them,
the one with “balanced” right type. Let Hg,(P") be the closure into the
Hilbert scheme of their union, where we consider as Hilbert scheme only the
one parameterizing the locally Cohen-Macaulay closed schemes.

Under some hypotheses on the genus, Hg 4(IP") is an irreducible component
of the Hilbert scheme Hilb(n, d, g) parameterizing the curves in P" of degree d
and genus g, and this component is generically smooth.

2.4. Curves with very degenerate hyperplane section
In [9], the author proved that the general hyperplane section of a non-
degenerate projective curve spans a linear space of dimension at least 2.

Definition 2.4. If the general hyperplane section of a degree d curve
contains a degree d — 1 subscheme spanning a line, we say that C has very
degenerate hyperplane section.
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If the degree of a curve with the worst general hyperplane section is at
least 5, then such a curve contains a planar subcurve of degree one less. The
curves of degree d containing a planar subcurve of degree d — 1 mostly consist
of a planar curve of degree d — 2 and a degree 2 rope supported on a line
contained in the same plane. Those curves were studied in [14]. In particular,
the saturated ideal I of such a curve C' is generated by

(2.5) Ic = (ItIp,[wo,. .., Tn-3,Tp—2f]B)

where I, = (zg,...,2,—2) defines the line support of the rope, Ip = (xq, ...,
Zn—3,Tn—2f) defines the union of the plane curve of degree d — 2 and the line
L, and B is a matrix with entries in S which represents a map ¢ p that fits into
the short exact sequence

n—2
(2.6) 0= EPOL(=bi —1) £5 07 7*(~1) ® Op(—d + 1) % Op(a—1) — 0.
i=1
Furthermore, the arithmetic genus of C' is g = (dEQ) — a, and the Hartshorne-
Rao module of C' is an S-module isomorphic to coker(p4) [14, Theorems 2.1,
3.2, Remark 3.4, Proposition 3.7].
The curves with very degenerate hyperplane section of degree d and genus g
form an irreducible family parameterized by a smooth, quasi-projective variety
Vn,d,g of dimension

d—2

(2.7) dimV, 44 =n {( 9

>—|—4—g] +3(d—4)+g

defined analogously to the case of ropes (see [14, Section 7]). In [14], Theorems
7.8, and 7.11, it is proved that those curves are the general element of an
irreducible component of the corresponding Hilbert scheme if d > 5.

2.5. Generic embedding dimension of curves
For the definitions and results of this subsection we refer to [3].

Definition 2.5. If (A, 9, k) is a local ring, the embedding dimension of
A is the integer emdim(A) = dimy, (91/9M?). If X is a scheme and z is a point of
X, the embedding dimension of X at x is equal to emdim, (X) = emdim(Ox ;).
If X is irreducible with generic point 7, the generic embedding dimension of X
is the integer ged(X) = emdim, (X) + dim X.

The generic embedding dimension of an irreducible scheme X is related to
the embedding dimension of the closed points of X. In fact, it holds [3, Lemma
2.2].

Lemma 2.1.  Let X be an irreducible algebraic K-scheme. Then
(1) there is a non-empty open set U C X such that ged(X) = emdim, (X)
for all closed points x € U,
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(i) ged(X) = min{emdim,(X),z € X,z closed}.

Moreover, the embedding dimension of a curve C' at a point x is related
to the embedding dimension of C N H at x € C'N H. In fact, we have (see, |3,
Remark 2.3 (i)])

Lemma 2.2.  Let C be an irreducible curve, H a general hyperplane for
C and x € CNH. Then, emdim,(C) = 1 + emdim,(C' N H).

A classical method to study curves consists in studying their general hy-
perplane sections and then in lifting the information to the curves themselves.
In particular, in [3], the authors address the problem of finding a planar sub-
curve if the general hyperplane section contains a large subscheme spanning a
line. Among other results, they proved

Proposition 2.1.  Assume char(K) = 0. Let C CP"(n > 4) be a non
degenerate curve of degree d > 4 such that for every general hyperplane H the
section C'N H contains a subscheme of degree d — 1 spanning a line. Then C

contains a planar subcurve E of degree d — 1, with the following exception: C
is a multiple line with deg(C) = 4, ged(C) = 3.

Now, we give two examples to show that such curves can contain a planar
degree 3 subcurve, but this is not always the case, and so they are really
exceptions to Proposition 2.1.

Example 2.1 ([3, Remark 4.13]). Let C C P* = Proj(K[z,y, 2, t,w])
be the multiple line defined by the ideal

Ic = (y2 — 4wz, 2wzt + yaw, yzt + 22%w, 2%t + xyw, xyt + 22w,

3

xt? + ytw + sz, 23, yzz, sz, TYZ, T ,ny, 1‘22’).

C' has degree 4, genus —5 and ged(C) = 3. Furthermore, as explained in [3,
Remark 4.13], C' does not contain a degree 3 planar subcurve.

Example 2.2. Let C C P* be the multiple line defined by the ideal

wb 0
IC = 132733%927332’92,247(l‘ayvzg) t6 0
0 1

As before, C has degree 4 and genus —5. Moreover, H = V(¢ — w) is a general
hyperplane for C and C'N H|H is defined by (z +y,%?%,yz, 23). By Lemma 2.2,
ged(C) = 3, because emdim(C N H) = 2.

C contains a degree 3 planar subcurve, because I C (z,y, 2%). However,
it is easy to prove that C' is a flat limit of a one parameter family contained in
Vi4,—5. To this end, we consider the family {C,},car defined by the ideal

w®

0
I = | (z,y,2)(2,y,2° (2" + atw)), (z,y, 2(z° + atw)) | t° 0
0 1
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When a — 0, we have that I, — Io, and if @ # 0, I, defines a curve C, €
Vi, 5.

3. Degree 4 multiple lines with ged = 3

In this section we construct all the multiple lines of degree 4 and generic
embedding dimension 3 by giving the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of such curves.
Moreover, we bound the genus and the Rao function of such curves in terms of
the data of the filtration.

To study multiple lines of degree 4 and generic embedding dimension 3,
we start from the possible general hyperplane section of such a curve. Hence,
let H be a hyperplane, general for C. The scheme C' N H|H is a degree 4 zero-
dimensional scheme not contained in a line. Then, its Hilbert function can be

either
-1t j=o0
hl(J):{zl i i1
or
1 if j=0
ho(j) =43 if j=1
4 i j>2

Now, we consider the two cases, one at a time. To start with, we consider the
function hj.

Lemma 3.1.  Let C' C P" be a multiple line of degree 4 and assume that
the Hilbert function of its general hyperplane section C N H|H is hy. Then
ged(C) = 3 if, and only if, as subscheme of P> = Proj(K[xz,y, z,t]), the ideal
Icnm|n is generated by 22 —a1tl, zy—astl, y> —astl, xz—aqtl, yz—astl, 2> —agtl
for some non zero £ € [K[z,y, 2]]1 and a; € K not all of them equal to zero.

Proof. Because of the Hilbert function h; of the general hyperplane sec-
tion C N H|H there exist a P> C H such that C N H C P3. Assume that
P? = Proj(K|z,y, z,t]) and that C N H is supported on P = (0 : 0: 0 : 1).
Because of the Hilbert function, Icqpps is generated by 6 quadrics, and I 1’% C
Icnmps C Ip. Then, there exist 6 linear forms /4, ..., ¢ € K[z,y, 2] such that
Icnmps is generated by a? — tly, xy — tly,y* — tls, xz — thy, yz — tls, 2% — tls.

If ged(C) = 3, then we can assume that emdimp(C N H) = 2, and then
dimg L(¢1,..., lg) = 1, because only one indeterminate can be computed in
terms of the others. Hence, ¢; = a;{ for some non zero ¢ € K|[z,y, z] and for
some a; € K not all of them equal to zero.

Conversely, if Icqyps is generated by the quadrics 2% —atl, ..., 2° — agtl
then the embedding dimension of C' N H at P is equal to 2 and so ged(C) =
3. O

If the Hilbert function of the general hyperplane section of C' is hsy, we
have the following lemma, that we state in more general hypotheses.
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Lemma 3.2. Let C C P",n > 4, be a multiple line of degree d > 4
with very degenerate hyperplane section. Then, ged(C) = 3 if, and only if, C'N
H|H is defined by the ideal (y1, . .. ,yn_g,y%_Q,yn_gyn_l,yZ:i) up to suitably
choosing the coordinate system in H = Proj(K|y1,...,yn]).

If C' has degree 4, it is equivalent to assume that C has very degener-
ate hyperplane section, or to assume that the Hilbert function of the general
hyperplane section of C' is hs.

Proof. The linear span (C'N H) of C N H has dimension 2, and so we
can work in P? = Proj(K|xz,y, z]). Assume that (C N H)yeq=(0:0:1) = P,
and assume that the line L = V(z) contains the linear subscheme of C' N H of
degree d — 1. Then, we have the following exact sequence

0—Zp(-1) — Zeaup: — Zenmnoi — 0

where the first map is the multiplication by x. Then,

Icnmp: = (2%, 2y, y*" + axz?7?)
for some a € K. Tt is straightforward that the embedding dimension of CNH|H
is 2 if, and only if, @ = 0, and so the claim follows by Lemma 2.2. O

Now, we are ready to construct the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of the mul-
tiple lines we are interested in.

Proposition 3.1.  Let C C P" be a degree 4 multiple line supported on
a line L. If ged(C) = 3 then there exists a rope Z of degree 3 supported on L
such that the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of C is L C Z C C.

Proof. To construct the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of C' we have to in-
tersect C' with the various infinitesimal neighborhoods L(?) of L. The first
one to be considered is L(?), defined by the ideal I?. Let H be a hyperplane
general both for C' and for L&), ¢ N L™ N H is defined, in H, by the ideal
(I + 12 + Ir/Is)™™. But it holds

sat
Claim 1. (w)“t:((m>m+(m>m> .

Iy Iy Iy

Before proving the claim, we show how the statement follows from the
claim.

By Lemma 3.1 and Lemma 3.2, (Ic + Iy/Iy)** is defined either by
Yis - Yn—as Yp_g—1Ynls . Y21 —aynl, OT DY Y1, ... Yn—3, Yo s Yn—2Un—1,
yS_ 1, while it is easy to show that (I + 1y /Iy)** is defined by (y1,...,yn—1)>
Then, the general hyperplane section of CNL®) is defined either by 41, ..., Yn_a,
02 o Yn—2Yn—1,Y2_1 if £ =Yg+ ..., 0 by Y1, ., Yn—3, Y2 2. Yn—2Un—1,
y2_1. So deg(C N L?) = 3. Let Z be the largest locally Cohen-Macaulay
scheme contained in C' N L. The previous argument shows that deg(Z) = 3,
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because we can always choose H in such a way that it does not contain any
embedded point of C' N L?). Hence, the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of C' is
L C Z c C, and furthermore, C C L®), O

Proof of the Claim. It is trivial that

Ie+12+1y  (Ic+Ig\*"  [I2+15\>"
- +
I In In

and so the first inclusion follows by taking the saturation of both sides.

To prove the inverse inclusion, at first we notice that I% + Iy /Iy is satu-
rated because L(?) is an arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay scheme.

Now, if F' € (Ic+IH/IH)Sat + (I% +IH/IH), there exists G € I% +IH/IH
such that ' — G € (I¢ + Iy /Ig)**. Hence, there exist integers mq,...,my,
such that (F —G)y;" € (Ic+ Iu/In), for each i =1,...,n. This is equivalent
to say that F’y:nI e le +I%+IH/IH, ie.,, F e (IC +I%+IH/IH)Sat. By taking
the saturation of both the ideals, we get the claim. O

Now, we want to emphasize the data we need to construct such a degree
4 multiple line, because of the properties of the Cohen-Macaulay filtration.

Corollary 3.1.  Let C C P" be a degree 4 multiple line supported on L
with generic embedding dimension 3. Then there exist two short exact sequences
of Or-modules

n—3 OL(ao — 1)
31) 0-EPoL(-p-1) L0 (1) £ A = @ -0

=1 Or(ar —1)
and

So(F1)
® (p1,p2)
(3.2) 0— Fy — n=3 —" Op(y) — 0.
Por-s-1)

j=1
where So(F) is the second symmetric power of Fy, and py is not the null map.
We denote p the map p = (u1, p2)-

Proof. 1f C is a degree 4 multiple line supported on L with ged(C) = 3
then its Cohen-Macaulay filtration is

LcZccC

where Z is a degree 3 rope supported on L, by Proposition 3.1.

The rope Z is uniquely determined by the supporting line L and by the
exact sequence (2.2) with d = 3. Hence, we get the first sequence of the two
ones we need.
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Because of the properties of the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of a multiple
line, we have the inclusion Z;,Z7 C Z¢, and that there exists a free Or-module
L that fits into the exact sequence

O—>Ic—>Zz—>£—>0.

By comparing the Euler characteristics of the three sheaves, we deduce that £
has rank 1, and so there exists v € Z such that £ = Op(y). Moreover, if we
factor out Z,Z, from the first two items of the previous exact sequence, we still
get an exact sequence of O -modules

Ic 1z
— —
I1.1 I1.1x

0 — L — 0.

Z7/Z1.T7 can be computed as coker(e2) ® O, where
.—>7)23>P1 —>Iz—>0

is a free resolution of Zz. Thanks to the explicit knowledge of £5 [11, Theorem
3.4], we have that T/Z;Tz = So(F1) @ &7 OL(—1 — f;), where Sy(Fy) is
the second symmetric power of 71 = Op(ag — 1) ® Op(aqg — 1). If we set
Zc/I1Z; = Fo as Op-modules, we get the second exact sequence. The map
11 cannot be zero because otherwise So(F;) would be a free addendum of Fs.
So Zc D Z# and C would be a rope. O

Now, we can prove the converse of Proposition 3.1 and Corollary 3.1.

Theorem 3.1.  Let L C P" be a line. Assume that the two short exact
sequences (3.1) and (3.2) of Or-modules are given. Then, there exists a mul-
tiple line C supported on L, with deg(C) = 4 and ged(C) = 3 such that its
associated sequences are the given ones.

Proof. Let Z be the degree 3 rope supported on L and defined by the short
exact sequence (3.1). Its defining ideal is I; = (IZ,[I]B) by [10, Theorem 2.4],
where [I] is a row matrix whose entries are the generators of Iy, in the ordering
given by the basis of O} ~!(—1), and B represents the map ¢ p.

By [11, Theorem 3.4], T has a presentation given by

. n—3
0 (-2) 6 @ 0r (-1 -8) — T, — 0.

j=1
Then, Zz ®op. O = I7/I1.T7 has a presentation given by
. n—3

(9%)(—2) &P OL(-1-8)) — Iz/I1Tz — 0.

j=1
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(n
2

Moreover, O )(—2) = S5(077!(~1)), and so there exists a surjective map

n

o) (_a) S2(F1)

® ba . ®
n—3
Por-1-5)) Por(-1-5))
j=1

o= (% ).

Let ¢yp = poga : (922)(72) EB@;‘:_?OL(fl — ;) — Or(v), and let ¢ be
the map which resolves it. Then we have the following exact sequence

(3.3) 065 ., 2, 0p(y) = 0

@OL(—l—ﬁj)

where G is a suitable O, —module of rank (";'1) — 4.

Let [Iz] be a row matrix whose entries correspond to the elements of a
basis of (922) (-2)a @;L;f’OL(fl — ;) and let E be a matrix which represents
the map ¥ g. We can construct the ideal Ic = (I.1z,[Iz]E), and let T and O¢
be the ideal sheaf and the structure sheaf of the corresponding closed scheme.
Then, we have the following properties.

(a) Zc and O¢ fit into the exact sequences

(3.4) 0—-Zc —Zz —Or(v)—0
and
(3.5) 0—0L(v) = 0c—0z—0

because the exact sequence (3.3) can be rewritten as

T I,
—_ =
;7 111z

0 —Op(y) =0

from which we get the exact sequence (3.4). The second exact sequence (3.5)
is then straightforward.
By computing the Hilbert polynomials of the items of (3.5), we get that

po(z) =4z+1— (9. —v—-1)

and so C' has dimension 1 and degree 4.
(b) Taking the cohomology sequence associated to (3.4), we get the se-
quence

= HYOL(j +7)) = H'(Zc(j)) — H' (Z2(5)) — ...
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and so H'(Z¢(j)) = 0 for j << 0, that is to say, C is a curve.

(c) I3 C Ic C Iy, because I3 C Iz C I. Then, C is a multiple line
supported on L, that admits a Cohen-Macaulay filtration given by L. C Z C C,
where Z is a degree 3 rope supported on L.

(d) From (3.4), we deduce the exact sequence

0 — Zonmaig — Zzamua — Op(y) — 0

where H is a hyperplane general both for C and for Z, and P = HN L. Hence,
we have

0— HZenmu(j)) = H Zzamu (i) — H(Op( +7)) — ...

The ideal Iz~ y is generated by yi,...,Yn—3, (Yn—2,Yn—1)> up to suitably
choosing the coordinate system in H = Proj(K[y1,...,yn]), while h°(Op(j +
7)) =1, for each j € Z.

For j = 1, there are two possible cases: the map § : H*(Zznpn(1)) —
H°(Op(1+ 7)) is zero, or it is surjective.

Case 1: § is the null map.

In this case, H*(Zoamu(1)) = H*(Zzamu(1)) = (Y1,---,yn-3). Then,
the Hilbert function of C N H|H is he and C has very degenerate hyperplane
section. Hence, we can lift two quadrics from (/z~g|z)2 With a common factor.
Assume we lift y2_,, and y,,_2yn_1. Then, we can lift y3_; too, and so Ionma
is the one computed in Lemma 3.2. Then, we get that ged(C') = 3. Notice that
lifting a different cubic form forces the scheme C' N H|H not to be supported
onlyon (0:...:0:1).

Case 2: ¢ is surjective.

In this case, h®(Z¢ (1)) = n — 4. Without loss of generality, we can assume
that H°(Zo (1)) is generated by 41, ..., yn—4. Moreover, the Hilbert function
of Zonm g is b1, and we can lift 6 quadrics from H 9(Zz(2)) which have the
shape y2_5 + a1Yn—3Yn, - - -, Y2 _1 + A6Yn—3Yn, because Icnm a is a saturated
ideal and because a different choice forces the Cohen-Macaulay filtration to be
different. Hence, emdimp(C N H) = 2 and ged(C) = 3.

Summarizing the results, we have that C is a multiple line supported on
L with deg(C') = 4 and ged(C) = 3. Furthermore, the sequences associated to
C according to Corollary 3.1 are the ones given as hypotheses. O

Now, we want to investigate the numerical data involved in the construc-
tion of such curves.

Corollary 3.2. Let C C P™ be a multiple line supported on L, with
deg(C) = 4 and ged(C) = 3. Then, gc = gz — v — 1, where Z is the degree 3
rope which appears in the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of C.

Proof. See the proof of previous Theorem 3.1, where we computed the
Hilbert polynomial of C'. O
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Corollary 3.3.  Let C' C P" be a multiple line as before. Then

W(Ze () < dimg (%) T ANZ2 ()
I+

for every j € Z, where (D) is the ideal in S generated by the entries of a matriz
D which represents the map ¢p.

Proof. In the proof of previous Theorem 3.1, we considered the exact
sequence (3.4) and the associated cohomology sequence. The result follows
from it, because we can rewrite that sequence as

S . 1 .
0 (@>m ~ H\To() — H'(Z2())

where (D) is the ideal generated by the entries of the matrix D which represents
the map ¥p. O

Remark 3.1.  The dimension dimg (S/(D));+~ can be computed from
the sequence (3.3).

Corollary 3.4.  In the same hypotheses as before, if Z is an arithmeti-
cally Cohen-Macaulay curve, then H!(T¢) =

S
()
(D)
Proof. 1f Z is arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay then H}(Zz) = 0, and the
claim follows from the previous Corollary. |

Remark 3.2. 7 isarithmetically Cohen-Macaulay if, and only if, gz = 0,
or, equivalently, g = a1 =01 =+ = B3 =0.

Now, we look for bounds for « in terms of the other data.

Proposition 3.2.  Let C C P™ be a multiple line supported on L with
deg(C) = 4, ged(C) = 3, and let Z be the degree 3 rope which appears in the
Cohen-Macaulay filtration of C. Then v > 209 — 2 and gz > g. — 1.

Proof. The genus of the degree 3 rope Z is gz = —ag — a1 where 0 <
ap < ay. Then, g7 < 0. Assume that f; < --- < (,_3.

To compute the bound for v, we have to consider the existence of a surjec-
tive map p as in the sequence (3.2), with p; # 0. This is possible if either there
exists a retraction or in the image of u there is a regular sequence of length 2.

We recall that the domain of p is

OL(2a0—2)®0L(ag+a1 —2)BOL (201 —2)DOL(—1-01)®- - - BOL(—1—LF—3),

and so the degrees of the entries of y are v —2ag+2 > v —ap —a; +2 >
y—2+2,7+1+61 < <y+ 14 Bps.
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Hence, v > 2ag — 2. Moreover, gz —gc —1 =7 > 2a9 —2 > — 2, and the
bound for g, follows. O

4. Characterization of some multiple lines

In this section, we want to characterize the multiple lines of degree 4
and generic embedding dimension 3 which have a very degenerate hyperplane
section, or which contain a degree 3 planar subcurve. Of course, we characterize
them in terms of the sequences (3.2) and (3.3).

At first, we characterize the multiple lines with very degenerate hyperplane
section.

Theorem 4.1. Let C C P™ be a multiple line supported on L with
deg(C) = 4 and ged(C) = 3. C has very degenerate hyperplane section if,

and only if, po : @;L:_f’OL(—l — B;) — Or(7) is the null map.

Proof. Assume that po is the null map. Then, the map p restricted
to @?;f‘(’)L(—l — B;) is zero, too, and so the free module G splits as G =
G' & @[Z70L(—1— ;) and P restricted to &7~ O (—1 — §;) is the identity
map. To fix notation, the map ¥ g restricted to G’ is represented by the matrix
E.

By Theorem 3.1, we have that Ic = (I3, [I?]E’,[I.]B) defines a degree 4
multiple line supported on L with ged(C) = 3.

Let H =V (2, — ax,—1) be a general hyperplane for C, for a suitable a €
K. Then, Icnpig = (I}, [I}]Ep, [IL]Bp)** where E}, (resp. Bp) is obtained
from E’ (resp. B) by setting x,, = ax,_1, and the saturation is computed in
K[l’o, ey xn—l]-

B does not drop rank in codimension 1, and so Bp has rank n — 3, i.e.,
[I.]Bp = (xgilfl, . ,xﬁ’i‘fﬁn_g) where ¢1,...,0,_5 € (I1)1 are linearly in-
dependent. Hence, the Hilbert function of C N H|H is hy and C has very
degenerate hyperplane section.

Conversely, assume that ps : @?;f‘(’)L(—l — B3j) — Or(v) is not the null
map. Then, ¢p) : @}L;EOL(—l — B;) — Or(v) is represented by a matrix
Dy = (dy,...,d,—3) which is non zero. Without loss of generality, assume that
dp—3(P) #0 for some P=(0:...:0:1:a) € L.

Let H = V (2, — aw,_1) be a hyperplane. We want to compute Icngq-
Let us consider the sequence (3.3). By the Hilbert-Burch Theorem [4, Theorem
20.15], the maximal minors of the matrix F are equal to the entries of the matrix
D = (D1|D3) which represents the map ¥ p, up to their sign. Of course, D;

2

represents the map ¥ p restricted to (’)g )(—2).

We want to prove that Ionpgm = ([[z]pEp)**, where the subscript P
means that we substitute z,, with ax,_; and the saturation is computed in
K[l’o,...,xn_l]. B

Let E, be the last row of E and let E be the submatrix of E obtained by
erasing its last row. Then, det(E) = d,_3, if we assume we choose the signs
in such a way that they agree. Moreover, let [I1]B = (F,...,F,_3) be the
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generators of Iz not in IZ. Then, in I¢ there are the polynomials
[IZ]E =[I3,F,...,Fy_4)E + F,_3E,.
If we multiply by adj(E), classical adjoint matrix of E, we get that
det(E)[I2,Fy,...,F,_4)Id+ F,_3E.adj(E)

are polynomials in /.
It is a classical result that

E.adJ(E) = (51, . ,5(3), dl, . ,dn_4) =: D,
where Dy = (d1,. .., 5(3)), and so we can rewrite the previous polynomials as

(4.1) dp_s[I? Fy,...,Fn_4]+ Fn_3D.

If we substitute x,, = ax,_1 in Fi,...,F,_3 and D, and we denote Fl-(P),i =
1,...,n—=3, and D(P) the results, we get that F;(P) = ;vgi_l&, fori=1,. —
3, where ¢1,...,4,_3 € (I1)1 are linearly independent, and 6;(P) = p;x ;Yfl, for
i=1,...,(3), with p; € K, and d;(P) = gz Aﬁﬁl“ fori=1,. — 3, with
¢; € K, and g,—3 # 0. Hence, if we substltute as before z,, = a;vn,l in the
polynomials in (4.1), we get

+Bn-3+1 n— n— D
Qn— 3172 f ? [IL7 L, 7$5_14€n—4] + Ig_f’fn—:aD(P) € ICOH\H-

By taking saturation, we have that

xn 1[

(7] + 4o pl,...,p(;)]

qn-3
and
qi

qn—3
belong to Iong - Set J be the ideal generated by those polynomials.

Other generators of I are I3 and IL(Fl, e Fols).

At first, we prove that z; F;(P) = z;x,’ ¢; € J.

Of course, the claim is equivalent to xj ﬁl qu b3 € J.

£z+ gn_g Z.:].,...,TL74,

n—1

Tjlp_s €l 2 and the coefﬁcients are reordered in such a way that they are
a syzygy of (Sapa)p. Hence, xj 14 € J for all 4, .

In the same way, we have that 13 C J and so Ignhgig = J%% . Moreover,
the generators of J are a Grobner basis with respect to the reverse lexicographic
order of the variables because their S-polynomials are in J for the same argu-
ment as before. Then, the initial ideal of J is saturated and so J is saturated,
too. Hence, d,,—3(P) # 0 implies that the Hilbert function of C N H|H is equal
to 4 for 7 > 1, and so C does not have very degenerate hyperplane section, and
the claim follows. O

Now, we describe the Hartshorne-Rao module and the global sections of
the structure sheaf of a multiple line with very degenerate hyperplane section.
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Proposition 4.1.  Let C C P™ be a multiple line supported on a line L
with deg(C) = 4,ged(C) = 3, and very degenerate hyperplane section. Then

(a) 0 — HY(Or(y)) — H)(Oc) — H(Oz) — 0 is evact;

(b) 0 — %(’y) — HYZ¢) — HX(Zz) — 0 is ezact.

Proof. To prove (a), we recall some results on H?(Oy) from [11, Lemma
4.2, Remark 4.4, Theorem 4.5].

H?(Oy) is a free S-module, S = K[z,_1,,], with basis 1, Zy, Z1, Z; of
degree 1 — a;,i = 0,1, where Zy, Z; are defined by [I1] = (Zy, Z1)A in Oy.

In our hypotheses, the total ideal of the multiple line C is Ic = (I3, [[2]E’,
[I]B). Then, in O¢, [I]B = 0, and so we can define two sections zp, 21 of
degrees 1 — g, 1 — g, such that [I1] = (29, 21) A, because AB = 0. Of course,
we have that 1 is a global section of O¢ of degree 0, where 1 is the image of
the unit in R/Ic — H?(O¢). Hence, the natural map H?(O¢g) — HY(Oz)
induced by the inclusion of the ideals is surjective, because all the generators
of H%(Oy) are in the image.

(b) follows from (a) and the proof of Corollary 3.3, because the surjec-
tion HY(O¢) — H?(Oyz) induces a surjective map H!(Z¢) — HL(Zz), being
HY(Zz) generated by the images of Zy and Z;. O

The second kind of multiple lines we want to characterize are the multiple
lines containing a planar subcurve of degree 3.

Theorem 4.2. Let C C P" be a multiple line supported on a line L
with deg(C) = 4,ged(C) = 3, and very degenerate hyperplane section. Then,
C contains a planar subcurve of degree 3 if, and only if, an addendum splits
off both from @ : OF 1 (=1) — Op(ag — 1) @ Op(ay — 1) and from p :

n

0¥ (—2) ~ 0,(7).

Proof. The only degree 3 planar curves supported on L are generated by
loy o ln_3,03_5 where Ly, ..., 0, o generate I,. Without loss of generality,
we can assume that ¢; = z;,1 =0,...,n — 2.

If C satisfies the hypotheses, its saturated ideal is Ic = (I3, [IZ|E', [IL]B),
by Theorem 4.1.

Now, assume that C' contains the planar subcurve D defined by Ip =
(%0, .y Tn_3,25_5). Then, [I1]B C Ip, and [[2]E’ C Ip. Hence, the last row
of both B and E’ is zero, and so the claim follows.

Conversely, if one addendum splits off both in ¢4 and in ¥ p, then we can
choose a basis in O} ~!(~1) in such a way that one row of B is zero, and so
Iz =(I3,[IL)B) = (I}, Fy,..., F,_3) satisfies F; € (xo,...,T,_3), without loss
of generality. Moreover, either ag = 0 or a; = 0. Assume g = 0.

By hypothesis, the map ¥p = p o Sep4 has a retraction, and so vy = — 2.
Of course, the addendum which splits off is Op(2ap — 2) = Or(—2) and so
[IZ]E" C (z0,...,2n—3). Hence, Ic C Ip, and the claim follows. O

In this last case, we can describe more precisely the Hartshorne-Rao mod-
ule.
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Corollary 4.1.  In the same hypotheses as Theorem 4.2, the Hartshorne
-Rao module of C' is

o) = (5 ) (- )

where (A) is the ideal generated by the entries of a matriz A which represents
the map P4 : 07 2(=1) — Op(ay — 1) obtained from w4 by canceling the extra
addendum.

Proof. In our hypotheses, ¢)p has a retraction and so S/(D) = 0. Hence,
by Proposition 4.1(b), H}(Z¢) = H(Zz). By [10], Proposition 3.1, H}(Z7) =
coker(p 4) and because of our hypotheses, we get the claim. O

Remark 4.1. If the four-tuple line C' contains a planar subcurve D of
degree 3, then go = 1+ gz, because v = —2, and Corollary 3.2.

5. A connectedness problem

In this section, we construct suitable parameter spaces for the multiple
lines of degree 4 and generic embedding dimension 3. Because of the universal
property of the Hilbert scheme, we can embed these parameter spaces into
the corresponding Hilbert scheme parameterizing only locally Cohen-Macaulay
schemes, and we can consider their closures. A natural problem is the following:
is the union of those closed subschemes connected?

This problem was considered, up to now, only for curves in the projective
three space. In that ambient, it is not known if the Hilbert scheme of locally
Cohen-Macaulay schemes is connected, also if, in various papers, some authors
gave partial results in that direction. Of course, we do not consider all the de-
gree 4 curves of fixed genus, but only the multiple lines with generic embedding
dimension 3, and so we don’ t give a general answer for the degree 4 curves.
To prove the connectedness, we consider one more family, the ropes of degree
4 and right genus, which appears in projective spaces of dimension higher than
3.

At first, we describe the parameter spaces.

A multiple line C supported on a line L, with deg(C') = 4, and ged(C) = 3,
is known when we know the sequences (3.1) and (3.2). Then, we can parame-
terize them using the parameter space for the degree 3 ropes and a parameter
space for the map p. To specify the map u, we need that the left-type [ of the
rope Z is fixed. Hence, we notice Ry, 3.(83) the locally closed subset of R,, 3.4
where the left-type is 8. It is locally closed because we fixed the Rao function
of the rope.

Definition 5.1.  Every multiple line C of degree 4, genus g¢ and generic
embedding dimension 3, which is filtered via a degree 3 rope of right-type «
and left-type 3 corresponds to a closed point of an open subset of a P¥-bundle
over Ry, 3.q(8), where gz = —ap — a1, N = n(gz — gc + 1) — 29z + 2, with
fibers corresponding to surjective maps p : So(Op(ap — 1) ® Op(ag — 1)) @
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@;—Zf’@L(—ﬁj —1) = Or(9z — gc — 1) which do not drop rank in codimension
1, modulo an automorphism of O (g7 — gc — 1).

With abuse of notation, we denote with £ both the parameter space and
its embedding into the corresponding Hilbert scheme.

Remark 5.1. The maximal genus for non planar curves of degree 4 is
gc = 1. If C is a multiple line with deg(C) = 4, ged(C) = 3 and g¢ = 1, then
the degree 3 rope which appears in its filtration has genus gz = 0, because of
Proposition 3.2. Hence, there is only one choice for the right-type and for the
left-type of Z, and so there is only one family of multiple lines to consider. In
this case, the connectedness is trivial.

From now on, we assume that go < 0.
At first, we consider the case n > 5.

Proposition 5.1.  Let n > 5. Every family L, o .90 such that there
exists a surjective map pa connects to Ry 4,4 -

Proof. Set C' a multiple line corresponding to a closed point of L4 .38,
such that the associated map pu = (u1, u2) has ug surjective. Here, we need
n > 5 and some restrictions on the left- and right-type.

Set C} the multiple line defined by the same degree 3 rope Z and by the
map py = (tpg,p2),t € At If t # 0, then C; is a multiple line of degree 4,
generic embedding dimension 3 and genus g¢. If t = 0, Cy is a degree 4 rope of
genus gc. In fact, gy = 0 implies that I? C I, and the genus can be computed
by resolving the map uo. Hence, we can connect the two families. 1

Remark 5.2. From a numerical point of view, there exists a surjective
map pg if v — 200+ 2 < v+ 14 B4, or if the right-type and the left-type are
zero (i.e. gz =0) and v > —1. Then, we have to consider the complementary
cases, i.e. ag = fr_4 =0, a; > 0.

Proposition 5.2.  Let gz < 0. Set o’ = (0,—gz),8 = (0,...,0,—gz),
and o= (0,1-gz), 5"=1(0,...,0,1,—gz). Then, the families L' = Ly, o 3 g
and L" = Ly, o1 g g are in the same connected component.

Proof. We exhibit a flat family whose general member is in £” and whose
special member is in £'.

We choose Z;, t € Al to be the degree 3 rope defined over L = V(xy,. ..,
Zn—2) by the matrix

A _ 0 0 txfllfgz xn_lx;gz xi:!{z 0
=10 -~ 0 0 0 0o 1)

Then, the saturated ideal of Z; is

_ 2 —9z —
Iz, = (L) 20, s Tnet, Tn—5Tn—1 — tTp_alpn, Tn_ax, '] — xp_32,97).
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To define a multiple line, we have to define the map p;. We choose

e = (0,0, 297790

and
pae = (0,...,0, ;v%z_gCH, 0)

for every t # 0. Notice that the only non zero entry of s, corresponds to the
degree 2 generator of Iz,. If we compute the map ¢ p, and the map ¢ g, which
resolves it, we get the following ideal that defines a multiple line C}

_ 2 2 3
ICQ, - (an s Tn—6,Lp 5, Tn—5Tn—4,Lp_gy++; Tn-3Tn—-2,Lp_2,

2 9z—gc+1 9z—gc+1
Ty — Ty (

—gz _
L2 Tp—5Tp—1 — t$n_41‘n), LTp—alyp~7 — 'rn—3:r'ngz)-

If we let t — 0, we get the ideal

_ 2 3
IO - (:E07 sy Tn—6, xn757 sy Lp—3Tx—2, xn—27
2 —gc+1 9z—gc+2 -9z -
:En—2x!r]LZ e — Tn-5Tp_1 y Tn—aLp "7 — xn—3xngz)

that defines a multiple line Cj of degree 4, generic embedding dimension 3,
whose filtration is L C Zy C Cy, where Z; is defined by

_ 2 —9z -
IZU — ((IL) sy L0y vy Tn—6Tn—>5, :En—4xn_1 - xn—angz)
and
_ 9z—9gc+2
H1,0 = (Ov 0, Thn_1 )
while

ILLQ,O = (0, ey 0, $%Z790+1, 0)

Hence, Cy has genus go and the right-type of Zy is (0,—gz), while its
left-type is (0,...,0,—gz), and so the claim holds. O

Now, we consider the case n = 4. In this case, the left-type of the rope is
—gz because n —d = 1. Moreover, in P* the degree 4 ropes are L) and so we
have degree 4 ropes only if gz = 0. Then, we have to follow a different strategy
to get the claim.

Proposition 5.3. Letn =4, and let go, 9z € Z such that go < 0,90 —
1 < gz <0. Then the families L' = Ly (ag,a1),—gz .90 and L" = L4,0,0,4c are in
the same connected component, whatever 0 < ay < ay, with ag + a1 = —gz.

Proof. We construct a flat family of multiple lines whose general member
belongs to £ and whose special member is in £”.

Let Z;,t € Al be the rope supported on the line L = V(z,y,2) C P* =
Proj(Klz,y, z,u, v]) defined by the matrix

vy o 0
Ar = < 0 v ual) '
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Its saturated ideal is

IZ = ((Ia Y, 2)27 tZ'IuigZ - tyualvao + Z’Ufgz).

t
To define the multiple line we choose the map pu; = (v=3®0 - =9c+1 ( (),
u~99). The exponent of v is non negative because of Proposition 3.2.
We can compute the ideal of C} using the usual procedure, and we get

ICt = ( 3a nya xyZa y3a xrz, Yz, 225 txzuao - xyvao ) tmyuao - yZUa07

yPum90 720 _ t2v*3a°*a1*90+1(t2xu*92 — tyu®tv® + z0797)),

In Ic, there are also the polynomials p such that tp € I¢,, because we
flatten the family over K[t]. Then, we have to add two more forms

p1 = xyu 9o Bpy 92y 20——gotl 4 t2yua1vgz*gc+1 — tyy X0~ gotl

obtained as u~9¢72% times the second last generator plus v®® times the last
generator of I¢,, and

po = x2uIC — 2utTIC 4 pyuCry T TICHL 420 m 929290+

obtained as u~9¢7 %0 times the third last generator plus v®° times p;.
If we let t — 0, and we take the saturation of the ideal we get, we obtain
the ideal

3

Io, = (x cry, Y2 xz,yz, 22, wtuTIC — zvl_gc)

that defines a multiple line of degree 4, generic embedding dimension 3, genus
gc whose associated Cohen-Macaulay filtration is L C Zy C Cy, where Zj is

Iz, = ((2,9,2)% 2)
and so its left-type is 0, while its right-type is (0, 0). O

Remark 5.3. If g0 = 0, we have two possible genera for the associ-
ated degree 3 rope, namely, g = 0, or g = —1. If g = 0, the multiple
lines either are arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay if their general hyperplane sec-
tion is not very degenerate, or they have very degenerate hyperplane section
and Hartshorne-Rao module isomorphic to K in degree 0. The arithmetically
Cohen-Macaulay curves of degree 4 in P* where studied in [8], and in [15]. In
the first quoted paper, the authors proved that these curves fill an irreducible
component of dimension 21, and the ropes are singular in that component.
Then, the family £4 (0,0),0,0 is contained in the closure of that irreducible com-
ponent, and so we find curves with very degenerate hyperplane section in that
closure.

As last result of the section, we want to prove that the family of degree
4 curves containing a planar subcurve of degree 3 is in the same connected
component as the multiple lines we studied in previous Sections 3 and 4.
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Proposition 5.4.  V,44. and L, (0,1-g¢),0.,...,0,1—gc),gc aT€ N the sa-
me connected component.

Proof. We construct a suitable flat family whose general member is a
degree 4 curve of genus go containing a plane subcurve of degree 3, and whose
special member is a degree 4 multiple line with generic embedding dimension 3,
genus gc, filtered via a degree 3 rope with right-type (0,1 — g¢) and left-type
(0,...,0,1—gc).

Let L be the line defined by I, = (zo,...,2p—_2), and let P; the plane
conic defined by the ideal Ip, = (xq,...,Tn_3,22%_o + tTp_17,), t € AL, Set
Dy = LU P, for t # 0. To define a curve with very degenerate hyperplane
section we have to define a surjective map ¢4 as in (2.6). We choose @4 to be
represented by A = (0,...,0, x}l_gc,x:;‘{c, 0) because a = 1 — g¢ being d =4
and g = gc. Then, the matrix B which resolves A is

I 0 0
0 =79 0
B=1¢ —x}L—lgc 0
0 0 1

The curve C}y we are constructing is then defined by
ICt - (ILIDM [IDJB)

where Ip, = (20, ., Tn_3,Tn_2(22_o + tTn_17,)).

When t — 0 we get the ideal Ic, = (ILIp,, [Ip,|B) = (0, - Tn_5, 2 _4,
T 2 3 1-gc l-ge

n—4Tn—3,T5_3,Tn—4Tn—2, Tn_3Tn_2,Tp_ 9, Tn_4T,_1 — Tn_3T; I°).

It is evident that Cj is a curve of degree 4, genus g, that I% Clg, C 1y,
i.e., Cy is a multiple line, and that its general hyperplane section is the one
described in Lemma 3.2, i.e., ged(Cy) = 3. The Cohen-Macaulay filtration of
Cyis L C Zy C Cy where Z; is a degree 3 rope defined by

Iz, = ((I1)?, o, . . ~,$n—5,$n—4dfi__%c — Tp_zzh 9),

and so its left-type is (0,...,0,1 — g¢). The syzygies of the associated matrix

By are
0 ... 0 zl-9c gl79c o
Ay = n n—1
0 (o . 00 0 1)

and so the right-type of Zy is (0,1 —g¢). As last remark, of course C contains
Dg and so it contains a degree 3 plane subcurve. 1

We can summarize the previous results in the statement

Theorem 5.1.  The families of degree 4 ropes of genus gc, of curves
with very degenerate hyperplane sections of degree 4 and genus gco, and the
families of degree 4 multiple lines with generic embedding dimension 3 and
genus gc are in the same connected component of the corresponding Hilbert
scheme of locally Cohen-Macaulay curves.
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6. An openness problem

In this section, we want to prove that the family of curves of degree 4
containing a planar subcurve of degree 3 corresponds to an open subset of an
irreducible component of the corresponding Hilbert scheme, whatever genus
the curves have. An analogous result was proved in [14] for curves of degree
d > 5. There, the main geometrical ingredient was the equivalence between
the hypothesis on the curve and the fact that the curve has very degenerate
hyperplane section. As showed in Section 4, for degree 4 curves the equivalence
does not hold, and so we have to use a different argument.

At first, we characterize the curves containing a planar subcurve.

Proposition 6.1. Let C C P™ be a non degenerate degree 4 curve of
genus go. Assume that either n > 5 and go < 0, orn = 4 and go < —1.
Then, the following are equivalent

(a) C contains a planar subcurve of degree 3;

(b) h'Zc(gc) # 0.

In our hypotheses, the curves we are considering are exactly the ones in
vn747gc'

Proof. 1In [14] there is a description of the curves containing a planar
subcurve of degree one less, and in particular, there is a description of their
Hartshorne-Rao module. Tt holds that, as K[z,_1,2,]-module, HiIC is iso-
morphic to coker(yp,) as described in the exact sequence (2.6). Then, it is
trivial that h'Zc(gc) = 1.

Conversely, if C' does not contain a degree 3 planar subcurve, we have two
possibilities: either the general hyperplane section of C' is non degenerate, or
C' is a multiple line with ged(C') = 3 and very degenerate hyperplane section,
but C' does not contain a planar subcurve of degree 3.

In the first case, we use the Castelnuovo method to compute the Rao
function of C' in degree 0. At first, we get the following upper bound

W’Zo(0) <Y A Tonmu(b).

t>1

The general hyperplane section of C' is non degenerate and so h'Zen g g (t) = 0
for t > 1. Hence, h*Zc(0) = 0. Of course, h°Zc(0) = 0, and so we can
compute h'Zc(0). In fact, h°Zc(0) — h'Zo(0) + h?Zc(0) = go, that is to say,
h'Zc(0) = —ge. But the Rao function is strictly increasing in negative degrees
and so h'Zc(gc) = 0.

In the second case, let L C Z C C be the Cohen-Macaulay filtration of the
multiple line C' where L is the line support of C' and Z is a degree 3 rope. C' does
not contain a planar subcurve of degree 3 and so either ¢4 has no retraction,
or ¢¥p has no retraction (see Theorem 4.2). Furthermore, by Proposition 4.1,

for j = gc¢,
hlIC (QC) = hlIZ(QC) + dimK(S/D)7+gc~
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We want to prove that both the addenda are zero.

By Corollary 3.2, v+ go = gz — 1, and so v + gc < —1 because gz < 0.
Hence dimg (S/D)~+40 = 0.

By formula (2.3), h'Zz(gc) = (*°79¢) + (**19¢). Hence, it is non zero
only in the case ap = 0,7 = 1 — g¢ and gz = —1 + go. Because of the
surjectivity of @4, it has a retraction. Moreover, the map p; that defines the
curve C'is non zero and this forces the map ¥ p to have a retraction, too. Hence,
C contains a degree 3 planar subcurve, and the claim follows. O

Now, we can prove the main result of the section.

Theorem 6.1.  Let n,g be integers such that g <0 ifn>5 org < —1
if n = 4. Then, Vy, 4,4 is an open subset of an irreducible component of the
corresponding Hilbert scheme.

Proof. The proof is essentially the same as [14, Theorem 7.11], with the
remark that there are no integral curves in P" of degree 4 and genus g which
satisfies our hypotheses. O

Now, we consider the last case, namely n = 4,9 = 0.

Proposition 6.2.  The Hilbert scheme parameterizing curves in P* with
Hilbert polynomial p(z) = 4z + 1 consists of two irreducible components of
dimension 21.

Proof. In this case, we are interested in curves of genus g = 0. Following
Remark 5.3, if C' has non degenerate general hyperplane section, then C is
arithmetically Cohen-Macaulay and it lies in the component studied in [8] of
dimension 21. The other component corresponds to the union of a planar curve
of degree 3 and a line skew with the plane. Also this component has dimension
21. If C has very degenerate hyperplane section and is not arithmetically
Cohen-Macaulay, then, either it contains a planar subcurve of degree 3 and
so it lies in this second component, or it does not contain a degree 3 planar
subcurve and so it lies in the closure of the component containing arithmetically
Cohen-Macaulay curves (see Remark 5.3). These last curves are multiple lines
with ged 3 by Proposition 2.1. O
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