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These six articles correspond to the six lectures given at the Symposium
on the Theory of Finite Groups held at Urbana on November 24, 1967, spon-
sored by the University of Illinois in conjunction with the Centennial cele-
bration.

It is my great pleasure to acknowledge the financial support of the Miller
Endowment Committee for the Symposium and for the publication of these
Proceedings. Thanks are due to the people of the University and the Depart-
ment of Mathematics who supported and organized the project, especially
to Professor Paul T. Bateman without whose enthusiasm the symposium
would not have been possible, to Professor A. Mann, Dr. G. C. Thomas and
Dr. M. P. Hale, Jr. for their help in taking notes of lectures, and to Mrs. Carol
Ash for her generous editorial help.
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