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A new method for computing the limiting tangent
space of an isolated hypersurface singularity
via algebraic local cohomology

Katsusuke Nabeshima and Shinichi Tajima

Abstract.

Limiting tangent hyperplanes associated with isolated hypersur-
face singularities are considered in the context of symbolic computa-
tion. A new effective method is proposed to compute the limiting
tangent space of a given hypersurface. The key of the method is the
concept of parametric local cohomology systems. The proposed method
can provide the decomposition of the limiting tangent space by Milnor
numbers of hyperplane sections of a given hypersurface. The result-
ing algorithm has been implemented in the computer algebra system
Risa/Asir. Examples of the computation for some typical cases are
given.

61. Introduction

We introduce a new approach for studying limiting tangent spaces of
an isolated hypersurface singularity. The limiting tangent spaces were
introduced in 1965 by H. Whitney [21, 22] and have been extensively
utilized in various ways in singularity theory, especially in problems that
involve Whitney stratifications.

In pioneering works [7, 11] published in 1977 and 1979, J-P. G. Henry,
Lé Dung Trang and B. Teissier studied the geometry of the limiting tan-
gent space of a complex analytic surface, and they have highlighted in
a series of papers the importance of limiting tangent spaces themselves
([8, 9, 10]). In general, limiting tangent spaces encode, as H. Whitney
already showed in [21, 22], much more information of singularities than
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tangent cones. Note that A. G. Flores [2] recently generalized some
results on limiting tangent spaces of [12].

In 1991, D. O’Shea gave computation methods of limiting tangent
spaces in [17] by noticing the fact that only few computations of limiting
tangent spaces had been made. The methods require Grobner bases
computation that involves elimination of many variables.

In this paper, we propose a new method for computing the limiting
tangent space of a hypersurface with an isolated singularity. By utilizing
the theory of algebraic local cohomology and the Grothendieck local
duality theorem on residues, we have introduced, in previous papers
[4, 5, 13, 14, 18], a concept of parametric local cohomology systems and
have developed a framework for treating parametric problems in local
rings.

Based on some results due to B. Teissier [19, 20], we derive in the
present paper a new method of computing limiting tangent spaces by
adapting the algorithms described in [14]. One of the advantage of the
proposed method lies in the fact that the method is free from Grébner
bases computation and the main body consists of linear algebra com-
putation. We emphasize here the fact that the resulting algorithm can
provide a stratification of the limiting tangent space by Milnor numbers
of hyperplane sections of a given hypersurface. This is another advan-
tage.

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 reviews algebraic local
cohomology, parametric local cohomology systems, pu-stratifications, a
definition of limiting tangent spaces and O’Shea’s theorem. Section 3
provides a new method for computing limiting tangent spaces of isolated
hypersurface singularities and gives some limiting tangent spaces.

62. Preliminaries

Here we briefly recall the notions of algebraic local cohomology,
parametric local cohomology systems and limiting tangent spaces and
fix some notations. For details, we refer the reader to [4, 5, 13, 14, 18] for
local cohomology, [7, 11, 17, 21, 22] for limiting tangent spaces. The set
of natural numbers N includes zero. C is the field of complex numbers.

2.1. Algebraic local cohomology

Let X be an open neighborhood of the origin O of the n-dimensional
complex space C" with coordinates * = (x1,x2,...,2,) and let Ox
be the sheaf on X of holomorphic functions. Let H[’(‘)}(OX) denote

the set of algebraic local cohomology classes, defined by H{LO](OX) =
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limy o0 Bxtgy  (Ox /(z1, @2, ..., 2,)F, Ox), where (z1, 22, ..., xy) is the
maximal ideal generated by x1, 2, ..., z,.
We represent an algebraic local cohomology class as

A A1 A An
ZC)\f :z‘:)\511 22"'511
A

where ¢ = 55‘155‘2 co & and €4, &g, ..., &, correspond to 1, T, . .., Ty
(see [18]). The multiplication is defined as follows:

5)‘70‘, if)\iZai,i:I,...,n,
% * f)‘ =
0, otherwise,

where z® = g ...z € Clz], & = &1 & € Hip(Ox), o =
(a1,...,00) EN" A=(A1,..., ) eNJand A —a = (M1 —aq, ..., Ay —
ay). We use the symbol “ * 7 to represent the multiplication. The
action of monomials on algebraic local cohomology classes is extended
to polynomials by linearity. For example, let f = 22325 + x5 € Clay, 2]
and ¢ = 3&& + & € H[QO](OX), where X C C? with coordinates
(l’l,.’lﬁQ). Then,

fry = 2afwo v+ g1
= (20220 % 3E3€2 + 202 x0 % &) + (w9 % 3E2E2 + 39 % &)
= 6616 +0+3¢26 +1
= 3¢& + 666 + 1.
Let f be a holomorphic function defined on X with an isolated

singularity at the origin. We define a vector space Hj(y) to be the set
of algebraic local cohomology classes in H, ["O}((’) x) that are annihilated

by the Jacobi ideal J(f) = (2L, ..., 2L)
n of of of
HJ(f):{wGH[O](OX) 8761*15:8732*1/1:“':87%*1/):0 .

It follows from the Grothendieck local duality theorem [4, 5] on
residues that the vector space H (s is a dual space to the Milnor algebra
Ox,0/J(f). Therefore dimc (H j(y)) is equal to the Milnor number s (f)
of the singularity.

It is known that, according to a result of M. Artin [1], a defining
holomorphic function of any isolated hypersurface singularity can be
represented by a polynomial. We can assume therefore that the defining
holomorphic function is actually a polynomial.
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In our previous works [13, 18], we introduced and implemented algo-
rithms for computing bases of the vector space Hj(y) for the case where
f is a polynomial.

2.2. Parametric local cohomology systems

We turn to parametric cases of algebraic local cohomology. For
details, we refer the reader to [13, 14].

We use the notation ¢ as the abbreviation of m parametersty,...,¢,,.
For ¢g1,...,gx in C[t], V(g1,...,gx) denotes the affine variety of g1, ...,
9k, 16, Vg1, ..., gk) = {t € C™ | g1(t) = - -+ = gr(t) = 0}. We consider
a finite partition of C™ into disjoint algebraically constructible subsets
of the form V(g1,...,gx)\ V(gi,...,9,) C C™. For simplicity, we call
those subsets strata and let notations Aq,...,A,, By,...,B, stand for
them.

We define Clt]s, for a stratum A C C™, as C[t]a = {f[c,b €
C[t],b(t) # Ofort € A}. Then, for every a € A, we can define the
canonical specialization homomorphism oz : C[t]s[z] — Clz] (or o7 :
C[t]al€] — C[¢]) by putting ¢t = a. When we say that oz (h:) makes sense
for hy € C(t)[z], it has to be understood that h; € Clt]4[z] for some A
with @ € A where C(t) is the field of rational functions of ¢. For instance,
let ht = tl.’lﬁ?l’z + %xl in C(tl,tg)[l‘l, 31‘2} and (27 1), (0, %) S (Cz \V(tg)

Then, o(2,1)(ht) = 2222 + 21 and 0(07%)(ht) = 3.

Let h; be a polynomial in C[z] with parameters t = (¢1,to,...,tm)
which generically has an isolated singularity at the origin O, namely,
there exists a Zariski open dense subset U C C™ such that for all ¢ in
U, h; has an isolated singularity at the origin. The following notion is
used to describe the parameter dependency of the structure of the vector
space Hjp,)-

Definition 2.1. Let Ay,..., Ay, By, ..., B, be strata in C™ suth that
AjU---UA,UBU---UB, = C™, Si,..., Sq subsets of C(t)[¢]. Set
S = {(A1,51),-.., (Ag, Sy} and W = {By,..., B,}. Then, a pair
(S8, W) is called a parametric local cohomology system (PLCS) of
H j(n,) on the parameter space C™, if for alli € {1,...,q}, S; C C[t]a,[¢]
and a € A;, 04(S;) is a basis of the vector space H j(5,(n,)) and for all
je{l,....r} and b € B;, oy(h;) does not define an isolated singularity
at the origin. We call a pair (A;, S;) a segment of the PLCS of H j1,),
for1 <i<gq.

In the papers [13, 14], we have introduced algorithms for comput-
ing a PLCS of Hj(;,) on the parameter space C™, which have been
implemented in a computer algebra system Risa/Asir [16].
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Definition 2.2. Let Aq,..., Ay, By,...,B, strata in C™ such that
AU---UAUBU---UB, = C™ and p1,..., ig natural numbers.
Set M = {(Ar,p11),...,(Ag, pig)} and W = {By,..., B,}. Then, a pair
(M, W) is called a u-stratification of C™ for hy if for alli € {1,...,q},
Wi is the Milnor number of hy at the origin O € C" on A;, and for all
je{l,...,r} and b € B;, oy(ht) does not define an isolated singularity
at the origin. We call a pair (A, u;) a segment of the u-stratification
of hy, for1 <i <gq.

Example 1. Let us consider hy = x3 + tyz123 + 25 + tax3 where
x1,x9 are variables and ti,ty are parameters. Then, our Risa/Asir-
implementation outputs Table 1 as a PLCS of H j,,y and Milnor num-
bers .

stratum basis of H )

C*\ V(t1ta) {1,61,62,6160,83, 21165 + 126160 + 10263}
V(t2)\ V(b1 t2) | {1,61,62,6060,63,6 — §a&d. &) — 5a&iea)
V(E)\V(t1,t2) | {1,61,62,62,65, 665}

V(tlatQ) {13513527516-275%761537637616376375163} 10
Table 1. A PLCS of Hj(,) on Cc?

SIS ESYES

Since the dimension of the vector space H () is equal to the Milnor
number of hy, p-stratifications of parametric polynomials can be con-
structed by computing PLCS of H ;).

2.3. Limiting tangent spaces

Here we recall a definition of the limiting tangent space for a hyper-
surface with an isolated singularity and O’Shea’s method for computing
limiting tangent spaces.

Let f(x) be an holomorphic function with an isolated singularity at
the origin and S = {z € X|f(z) = 0}. If z € S — {O}, we let T(S,z)
denote the tangent hyperplane to S at x in C" translated so that it passes
through the origin. If we identify a hyperplane pyz1+poxo+- - - +ppx, =0
with the conormal vector [p1,pa,...,pn] in projective space ]P’nil, then
we can write the map

of of  of.

~n—1
— P .
Oz, Oxs’ " Oz,

grad(f) : x —
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Consider the graph graph(grad(f)) C S x P"" and the closure

graph(grad(f)). Projection onto the first factor S x P"' — S induces
the Nash blow up v.

graph(grad(f)) S x P

S
We denote the second factor of the fiber v=1(0) as K(S,0). The

space K(S,0) C P" " is called the limiting tangent space of S. We
refer [6, 9, 10, 15, 21, 22] for the notion of limiting tangent spaces.

In general, the limiting tangent space of the tangent cone of S is a
subset of the limiting tangent space of the hypersurface S, which means
in particular that the limiting tangent space has more information than
the tangent cone.

D. O’Shea proved the following theorem for computing limiting tan-
gent spaces in [17].

Theorem 1 (D. O’Shea [17]). Let f be polynomial in Clxy, ..., x,]
with an isolated singularity at the origin and S = {x € X|f(x) = 0}.
Let K(S,0) C P be the limiting tangent space. Let A denote the

ideal in Clay, ..., Tn,u,p1,...,Dn] given by setting
of af

A= — U Py — U )

<fap1 uamla P u@xn>

Then, the ideal I(K (S, 0)) of K(S,0) in P" " is the radical of the ideal
in Clp1,...,pn] given by eliminating u and setting x1,...,x, equal to
zero. That is,

I(K(S,0)) = V/ANC[z1,. .., T, D1y Pul/(T15 - T0)).
(For an ideal I, \/T is a radical ideal of I.)

The theorem above implies that the limiting tangent space can be
obtained by Grobner bases computation of A w.r.t. the elimination term
order.

63. Main results

Here we see some results of B. Teissier and give a new computation
method of limiting tangent spaces at the singular point O. The key
ingredient of the method is the p-stratification (i.e., PLCS).
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3.1. A new computation method
Let p = (p1,p2,--.,pn) be a non-zero vector and let [p] be the cor-

responding point in the complex projective space Pt We identify the
hyperplane

H, ={x € C" | pra1 +pax2+ -+ + ppa, = 0}

with the point [p] in P

Let f(z) be a holomorphic function defined on X with an isolated
singularity at the origin O and S = {z € X|f(x) = 0}. If the restriction
flu, of fon H,N X has an isolated singularity at the origin of H,, we
define p"=V(f|p,) to be u(SN H,), the Milnor number at the origin of
the hyperplane section SN H,. Otherwise we define ,u("*l)(f|Hp) = 00.

Definition 3.1. Let f(x) be a holomorphic function defined on X
with an isolated singularity at the origin. Then, ,u("_l)(f) 18 defined by

pV() = min p(fla,)-
[pleP

B. Teissier proved the following important theorems [19, 20].

Theorem 2 (B. Teissier). Let U = {[p] € Pt | 1D (flu,) =
p V(). Then, U is Zariski open and a dense subset of P!

Theorem 3 (B. Teissier). For [p] € Ip’n_l, the following are equiv-
alent:

(i) [p] € K(5,0).
(i)  p N (fla,) > ).

-n—1
Let us recall the cell decomposition of the projective space P"
given by

sn—1 ~n—1 2 n—2 ~n—3

P " P H U@ P YU U@ —P)UP
crtuct2y...ucup’

1

where

~n—1

~n—1 i
:{[p]epn |pr=p2=---=p; =0}, i=1,2,...,n—1.

Let x; = (P" " —P" """ ') N K(S,0). Then,

SN —1 ~n—i—1

ri={lp] cP P | 1D () > 1OV}
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Now, we are ready to describe a method to compute the limiting
tangent space K (S, O).
Method 1

Let f(x1,22,...,2,) be a polynomial with an isolated singularity at
the origin.

Step 1: Let us assume p; # 0 and [p1,pa,...,Pn] € P"". Consider
the hyperplane 1 = sqxo + s3x3 + -+ + s, T, Where s; = —;’—i
and ¢ € {2,...,n}. Compute a p-stratification of f(soxs +
833+ + -+ + Spy, Ta,. .., Ty,) on the cell C" ! by the method
that is described in section 2.2, where s, S3, ..., S, are parame-
ters. After that, compute the union of the strata whose Milnor

number is not the minimum (or the open dense subset’s one),

; -n—1
and compute k1 by s; = —5—; and p; # 0. Then, k1 C P"

becomes a part of the limiting tangent space K (S,0O) by The-
orem 2 and Theorem 3.

Step 2: Next, we consider the case p; = 0, po # 0 and zo = s3r3 +
-+ + s,T, where s; = —5—; and i € {3,...,n}. Compute a
p-stratification of f(z1, s325 4 -+ SpTn, T3, ..., Ty) on C* 2
where s3,...,s, are parameters. Compute the union of the
strata whose Milnor number is not p(*~1)(f) and compute
by s; = —g—;’,pl =0 and py # 0. The set ko becomes a part of
the limiting tangent space K (S, O).

Repeat: Repeat the same procedure until z,, = 0 i.e., (p1,...,Pn—1,Pn)
=(0,...,0,p,) with p,, # 0. Then,

K(S,0) = k1 Uk U+ Uky,.

Remark that an inequality (™ (f) > u™=Y(f) holds [20]. Thus,
if a number of elements of a basis of algebraic local cohomology classes
associated with f|p, becomes bigger than u(f) on a stratum A as the
halfway result in the computation of a PLCS, then we can stop the
computation on the stratum A. That is, A C K(S,0). This technique
have been implemented in our implementation of u-stratifications.

Theorem 4. Method 1 returns the limiting tangent space of S cor-
rectly and terminates.

Proof. Since the algorithm for computing a p-stratification always
terminates by the remark above and the algorithm for computing PLCSs
[14], this method terminates. The correctness also follows from the
algorithm for computing a p-stratification, Theorem 2 and Theorem 3.

Q.E.D.
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We can compute a limiting tangent space of S via PLCSs. We give
an example to facilitate the method.

Example 2. Let us consider f(z1,72,23) = 2373 + 235 + 73 + 19773
(Qro-singularity) with an isolated singularity at the origin. (S = {z €
X|f() = 0) |

Set a hyperplane H, with the point [p1,pe,ps] in P°. First, we

consider the case p1 # 0. Set x1 = Soxo + szxz where so = —Z—f
and s3 = —%:’. Let compute a p-stratification of his, s, (22, 73) =

f(s2ma + s3x3,x2,23) where so and s3 are parameters. Then, our im-
plementation for computing p-stratifications, returns Table 2.

strata
C?\ V(s253(4s3 — 27s3)), V(s2)\ V(s2, 53)
V(s3)\ V(s2, 83), V(453 — 27s3)\ V(453 — s3, 52 — 353)
V(4s3 — 83,82 — 3s3)\ V(s2,53), V(s2,83)

Table 2. p-stratification of h(

| | E

52,53)

Since the stratum C* \ V(sqs3(4s3—27s3)) is open and dense, ) (f)
= 4. (Obviously 4 is the minimum.) Thus, the union of strata whose
Milnor number is not 4, is

(V(s3)\ V(s2,83)) U (V(4s3 — 27s3)\ V(453 — 53,52 — 3s3))

U (V(4s§ — 83,82 — 3s3)\ V(s2, 53)) U V(sg,s3) = V(s3(4s3 — 27s3)).
As s9 = —i—f, S3 = —%i’ and p; # 0, the stratum defined by s3(4s3 —
27s3) = 0 on C? can be written as k1 = V(p3(4p3 —27p3p3))\ V(p1, paps).

Second, we consider the case p1 = 0 and pa # 0, i.e., xg = —%2:03.

Set o = tzxs where tz3 = _%2' Let compute a p-stratification of

hitg) (21, 23) = f(21,t323,73) where t3 is a parameter. Our implemen-
tation returns Table 3.

strata
C*\V(#3 +13), V(t3 + 1)
V(ts)
Table 3. p-stratification of h )
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As A (f) = 4, we require t3 = =P =0 as a part of K(S,0).
Thus, in this case, p3 = 0 corresponds to the limiting tangent hyperplane
Hy0,p5,00y = {p272|p2 # 0}. Hence, we have k2 = V(p1,p3)\ V(p1, p2,
p3)-

) Finally, we consider the case pr =0, po = 0 and ps # 0, i.e., x3 = 0.
Then, the Milnor number of f(x1,12,0) = a3 is infinity (o00). Thus,
H{(0,0,p5)} = {P3x3|p3 # 0} is a limiting tangent hyperplane. Hence, we
have k3 = V(p1,p2)\ V(p1,p2,p3). Since

(V(ps(4p3 — 27pips))\ V(p1)) U (V(p1,p3)\ V(p2)) U (V(p1, p2)\ V(ps3))
= V(ps(4p3 — 27pip3))\ V(p1, D2, p3),

p3(4p3 —27p3p3) = 0 is the limiting tangent space of S. (As (p1,p2, p3) #
(Oa 07 0)7 we omit V(p17p27p3)')

It is easy to see that the limiting tangent space of the tangent cone
2213 + 23 = 0 of the hypersurface S is 4p3 — 27pips = 0.

Let Mg be the set of all Milnor numbers at the origin of hyperplane
sections of S: Mg = {p" "V (f|x,) € NU{oc} | [p] € Ip’nfl}. Then,
Method 1 can also compute

~n—1 _
TH:{pGP |/L(n 1)(f|Hp):.u}7 /U‘GMS'
The next example is a parametric case.

Example 3. Let us consider f(x1,z2,23) = 3wa+x105+ 2323 +023
(S12 singularity) with an isolated singularity at the origin where “a” is
a deformation parameter.

First, set h(s, s5)(T2,23) = f(s202 + 8323, T2, 23) with parameters
sy and s3. Then, we can obtain a p-stratification of hs, s,) by our
implementation, that is Table 4.

strata

C?\ V(s3(4s253 + 1)a), V(a)\ V(s3(4s2s3 + 1), a)
V(s3)\ V(s2(4a — s3)a, s3), V(sa,3)\ V(a, s2,53)
V(ss,a)\ V(a, s2, s3)

V(4s283 + 1)\ V(a,4s283 + 1), V(4sas3 + 1,a) 5
V(4a — 53,53)\ V(a, s2, 83) 7
V(a, s2, s3) 00

Table 4. p-stratification of hs; s,)
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Since the stratum C*\ V(s3(4sas3+1)a) is open and dense, u? (f) =
4. Thus, the union of strata whose Milnor number is not 4, is V(s3(4s2s3

+1)). As sy = —P2, 55 =—L% andp, # 0, the stratum s3(4s2s3+1) =0

on C3 can be written as

k1 = V(ps(4paps + p3))\ V(p1, p2ps).

Second, set h,)(x1,23) = f(21,t323,23) with a parameter t3. A
u-stratification of h,) is Table 5.

strata
C?\ V(t3(10ats — 3)(4ats — 1)), V(10ats — 3), V(dats — 1) | 4
V(tg) o0

Table 5. p-stratification of Ay,

As tg = —Z—z, p1 =0 and py # 0, the stratum t3 = 0 can be written
as k2 = V(p1,p3)\ V(p1,p2,p3).

Finally, we consider the case p1 =0, po =0 and ps # 0, i.e., xz3 = 0.
Then, the Milnor number of h(z1,x2) = f(x1,22,0) = 23xo is infinity
(00). Thus, k3 = V(p1,p2)\ V(p1,p2,p3)-

Hence,

k1 UKo U kg = V(ps(4dpaps +p%)).

Therefore, p3(4paps +p3) = 0 is the limiting tangent space of S that
does not depend on the parameter a.

Notice that, if a = 0, then Mg = {4,5,6,00}, and if a # 0 then
Mg = {4,5,6,7,00} holds. Furthermore, 7 = V(4a — s3,53)\ V(a, s2,
s3). Namely, the p-stratification depends on the deformation parameter
“a” (see [3]).

3.2. Comparisons

Here we give the results of benchmark tests and some limiting tan-
gent spaces. Table 6 shows a comparison of the Risa/Asir implementa-
tion of Method 1 with our Risa/Asir implementation of O’Shea’s method
(Theorem 1) in computation time (CPU time). z,y, z are variables and
the hyperplane is p1x + poy + p3z = 0. The term order is the block term
order {z,y,z} > {p1,p2, ps} with the total degree reverse lexicographic
term order on each block.

All results of limiting tangent spaces in this paper have been com-
puted on a PC with [OS: Windows 7 (64bit), CPU: Intel(R) Core i-7-
2600 CPU @ 3.40 GHz 3.40 GHz, RAM: 4 GB]. The time is given in
second. In Table 6, > 2h means it takes more than 2 hours.
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We use the following typical polynomials that define an isolated
singularity.
Qi1 2 +yPz+ a2+ 2,
Q2 : 2 +y° +y2® + ayt,
St P+ 23z,
1ot 2y + ylz + 223 + 20,
Uz : 23 + 93 + 2% + 2y2?,
Si6 : 2%z 4 yz + ayt + 48,
Sir:a?z 4y + 4% +ytz,
Qe - ° +y2° +y" +ay’,
Q7= 2 +y2* + a2y’ +1°,
Qs : 2 +y2* +y° + 15,
Use : 2° + 22° +3° + 2%,
Ups:a® +x2® + ay® + 322 + y2? (u=17),
Q23 2® +y2® + 2%y + ¢ +y'0 (u=17),
Siz:a?z+y2? + 2%y’ +y° + 47 (u=17).
Vi a2y + 25 + 4222 + 4222 + yt + 20 + 210 (u = 25).

Singularity | O’Shea | Method 1 | Limiting tangent space
Q11 0.6084 | 0.0156 | ps(4p} — 27p3ps) =
Q12 2.184 | 0.0312 | po(4p} —27pap g)

Si1 1.466 | 0.0624 p1(4pips + p3) =
S12 1.279 0.0312 p3(p? + 4dpaps) =
Uss 0.4056 | 0.0312 ps =0

Sie 3.869 | 0.1092 po(p? + Apaps) =
Siv 0.5772 | 0.0468 p2(p? + Apaps) =
Q17 345.8 | 0.0468 | po(4p3 — 27pap g)
Q18 5.756 0.156 P2 (4p3 — 2Tpop?) =
Uss 1.966 | 0.0312 p3s =0

Ups 70.68 | 0.1248 p2=0

Q2,3 >2h 0.078 | pa(4p — 27pap3) =0
Sis >2h | 00624 | pa(p} + dpops) =
Vi >2h | 5881 | pa(27pap} — 4pd) =

Table 6. comparisons of Method 1 with O’Shea’s method
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As is evident from Table 6, Method 1 results in better performance
in contrast to O’Shea’s method. O’Shea’s method requires Grobner
bases computation whose computational complexity is quite big (double
exponential). In contrast, the new method use PLCSs computation that
mainly consists of linear algebra computation. This is the big advantage.
That’s why the new method results in better performance.
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