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Irving H. ANELLIS, Van Heijenoort: Logic and Its History in the Work and Writings of
Jean van Heijenoort

Jean van Heijenoort (1912 — 1986) was best known as a historian of logic and for his
influential anthology From Frege to Gddel collecting many of the research papers that
shaped the early history of mathematical logic. His own contributions to mathematical
logic, especially to the falsifiability tree method, hitherto generally unknown, are detailed
here by his last doctoral student.

Anellis chronicles van Heijenoort’s academic life and scholarly career. The central focus are
van Heijenoort’s contributions to mathematical logic and to the study of its history, using
van Heijenoort’s publications, classroom lectures, and unpublished notes and manuscripts.
Also covered are van Heijenoort’s education, the influence of his seven years as Trotsky’s
personal secretary and bodyguard, his development as a teacher, logician and historian of
logic, and his views on philosophy of logic and mathematics.

Pre-publication comments:

“A thorough and impressive job on van Heijenoort. I am much informed.”
~ W.V. QUINE (Harvard University)

“Anellis is certainly not only qualified for writing it but also a natural choice to do so.”
— Michael RESNIK (University of North Carolina)

“Van Heijenoort’s ideas are still worthy of study and they remain today attractive to people

who are working on the history and philosophy of mathematics.”
—Evgeny A. ZAITSEV (Russian ‘Academy of Sciences)

Paperback: $39.95 (ISBN 1-884905-00-5); Hardcover: $59.95 (1-884905-01-3); September 1994.
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