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On the one hundredth anniversary of David
Hilbert’s birth in 1962, Richard Courant
said, “... | feel that the consciousness of
Hilbert's spirit is of great actual impor-
tance for mathematics and mathemati-
cians today.”

The thought and times of David Hilbert
(1862-1943), renowned scholar and teach-
er, are brought to life in the pages of this
new biography by Constance Reid. The
author’s lucid writing gives the spirit and
meaning of Hilbert to young scientists of
today.

This story of the mathematician and of
the mathematical school which developed
in Gottingen around Hilbert and Felix
Klein has been gleaned from personal
interviews with men and women who
knew and worked with Hilbert. The author
presents the great outlines of Hilbert's
mathematical achievement and the unique
quality of the man himself.

The biography of the founder of meta-
mathematics, David Hilbert, will be wel-
comed by all admirers of this great man
whose influence is continually felt through
his colleagues and students.
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