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PHASE TRANSITIONS IN CLASSICAL
HEISENBERG MODELS
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§1. Introduction and notations

In this paper we extend the result of Malyshev and show the existence of
the phase transitions in Heisenberg model which has more than three phases by
using the method of Peierls. Also we discuss the phase transitions in finite spin
systems.

In the corollary of therem 1 in §2 we also show that phase transitions occur
in classical Heisenberg antiferromagnet under sufficiently low temperature.

As to the finite spin systems the existence of phase transition can be proved
in a similar way to the previous one.

Now we give the definition of Gibbsian random field of the system and introduce
some notations used below. We take a compact seperable metric space S as a
spin space and denote by ¢ a non negative finite measure on the topological Borel
field in S.

We consider a spin system on a 2-dimensional lattice T° with a nearest neigh-
bour potential U(sy, s2), where U(sy, sz) is a real function on Sx S which is measurable
and bounded from below.

For a finite subset V={#, -+, tv} CT, wWe associate a o-field . Fv generated by
{0(@);teV}) (wef = ST) and let F=Fr. A probability measure Pon (2, &)
is called a Gibbsian random field if for each finite set V and for each atom

A={we&; o@)=s;(i=1, -, v)} of Fv
1.1 P(A| Fve)=qy,,(A) ae. P
where

av,o(A) =B (V, o) exp{—BUr (1, so|0(#))}

Ursy = solo@) = - S Ul sp+E, 3, Ulsy a(®)

[ti=ts]l=1
I lt=t;]=1

and

Received March 14, 1978. Revised July 5, 1978



136 Koji Kuropa

BV, @) ={eAUronoselo®dp(s)-—dpeCsn)

A one-to-one transformation # from the measure space (£, ¥ 1, #) onto the
measure space (2, F o, t2) is called “admissible” if k™1 is absolutely continuous
with respect to g, and satisfies

d(e-h1) d(ph™) _
0<g < dm <L cp<lo0  or dm =0

a.e. pp for some ¢;, cz>0.

§ 2. Classical Heisenberg model

In this section, we prove the existence of phase transition in the case of the
following classical Heisenberg model on square lattice.

We assume that potential function U(s,, s;) satisfies the following conditions
1~5;

1) U(sy, s2) is a symmetric continuous function on Sx S

2) There exist a one-to-one transformation g: S—S and # points '3, st1J,---,
st~ of S such that the following conditions i)~vV) are satisfied,

i) U(sy s2) takes its minimum at exactly following # points (s', s09),
(st3, st1), -o., (stn—11) gln—1D)

ii) gr=identity

iii) gst¥i=st+1(7=0,1,--,n—1)  gsi» V=50

iv) U(gsi, 8520 =U(sy, s2)

V) p-g=¢

3) There exist two neighbourhoods O; and O, of the point s such that fol-
lowing three conditions are satisfied,

i) 0,C0p p(0)>0

ii) The = sets O, g0, -+, " *0; are mutually disjoint.

iii) For some ¢>0

U(sy, s2)<U(sy/, s2')—e

for any (s1, 2)€(0yx O U (g0, x g0 U+ U(g" 101 x "1 0p)
and for any (s//, 52')¢(0;x O)U++-U(g"10:x g"10)

4) If p(O,—0,)>0, then there exists an admissible transformation x: O,— O,
——A,;C O, such that the following two conditions i) and ii) are satisfied, where
A, is a open subset of O

i) Ulsy, 252)<U(sy, s2)—¢

for all s,€0;, and for all $€0,— O,
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i) Ulxsy xs2)<U(sy, sp)—¢

for all Sty 32602—'01

5) There exists a finite system of mutually disjoint subsets {F;}%, of S such
that

S Fi+ 3 gFi+-+ 3¢ F=S5—(0pU-+ U §°10,)

and (ZF), (3gFy), -+, (Zg"'F;) are mutally disjoint. Also there exist admissible
] H t

transformations f;: F,—— B; (open subset of O;)

THEOREM 1
If U(sy, s;) satisfies above five conditions 1~5, then there exist at least #
distinct limiting Gibbs distributions for sufficiently large S.

(Proor)
We take a square V centered at origin and take a following boundary condition

w such that
wo(t ) € 01 teVe

For a given configulation w, we call a site ¢ regular with respect to w if w(¢)€O;.
We also call a site A-site if it is not a regular site.
If we can prove

@- qv, wy(origin O€ O)) > ——;—— (independently of V)
then from the symmetry of ¢ we get
2-2 qv, $*w, (origin O € g¥0,) > ~%— (k=1, -, n—1),

and so we get the distinct » limiting Gibbs distributions, where g*w, is a following
boundary condition

() € g0, te Ve

Consequently we have only to show (2-1) for proving Th 1. We take a
confiquration  such that origin O is A-site, and let R be a one-connected compo-
nent of A-sites which cotains O. We also let R=the region enclosed by the outer
boundary of R, and R,=T—R.

Next we define a subset R(B) of R inductively as follows. Namely a subset
R(B) consist of following sites of R;

I) the sites which interact with R,

II) the sites which interact with at least one element of the above set and
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which has at least active bond, where O,—O0; bonds, £0,—g0, bonds, -+, and
g*"10,— 9710, bonds are called static bonds and other bonds are called active bonds.
III) repeat the step II), and so on.

Put Rint=R—R(B). From the definition of R(B), the components of Rist can
be classified into following 7 classes.

class 1 C(g%); The component whose boundary sites are reqular.

class & C(g¥1V); (k=2,--,n)
The component whose boundary sites are transformed into regular sites by the
transformation g*-1.

Let W be the 1/ 2 —connected subset of 7, and

B={w;, R(B)(0)=W}

where we say that the set W is /2 —connected if for arbitrary two sites z, yJof
W there exists a chain {Zg, 21, ***, Tn-y, 2} such that 2,=z, 2y, ***, Tny, €W, Tn=y
and |z;— 2| <42 (Z=0,1,--,n—1).

We now define the transformation G: B——2 which erase the set R(B) as

follows.
s(t) teR,
hs(t) teR(B)
s(t) teC(g®
Gs(t)= | gs(®) teC(®)
F2s(8) teC(g®»
g 1s(8) teC(g™™)
LS s€0,— O,
fis seF; (1=1,2,---, k)
g7 1s seg O,
xXg s Seg(0,— 0yp)
hs= < fig"1s segF; (1=1,2,--,k)
gs s€eg* 10,
1gs seg~1(0.— 0y
figs seg™\F; (i=1,2,--,k)

Next we consider the energy variation of the system by the transformation G.
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From the property 2-iv) of g the energy in Rixt and the mutual energy between
Rint and R(B) are conserved. So, we have only to consider the energy variation in
R(B) and the mutual energy variation between R(B) and R.

When two spins s and S, are connected through a active bond, this bond is
transformed into static bond by the transformation G.

By the property 3-iii) of potential function the next inequality is satisfied,

(2-2) U(Gsy, Gsp)<<U(sy, S2)—¢

From the definition of R(B), the number of active bonds must be greater than
the half of the number of sites in R(B).
Consequently setting the number of elements of R(B) to be m, the following

relation is satisfied

(2-4) Uy (GS|wo) < Ur(S|wg) — ; em

Next we decmpose B into several subsets such that the restriction of G on each
subset becomes one-to-one.
We consider a partition of S

P={017 02_01’ FD F27 ) Fk’ 901, ttty 9(02—01), "ty gn_loly °y gn—le}

and we say o, and @,€B belong to the subset L if and only if the following condi-
tion is satisfied,

(%) both w;(¢) and wx(#) belong to a common element of P for all teR(B).

By this definition, the restriction of the transformation G to each L:; becomes
one-to-one. When the number of elements of W is m, the number of subsets of
this decomposition is at most (n(k+2))™.

Then we get

SBe—ﬁvy(w)d#(w) =3 Su e~ BUr @ dp(w)<e¥m 3 Su ¢—BUr G d ()

<o~ HhEm (n(k+2)h)mSge-3Uv(“>dy(m)

where
— dpxt de-fitt .4 ...
h-—max{ du s (i=1, ,k)}
Hence,
e=RUr ) du(w) 1
(2-5) P[B]= SB < (n(k+2)"7%F)m

Sge—BUV@)d,l(a,)
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From the definition of R(B), it follows R(B) is ~/ 2 —connected. As the number
of o/ 2 —connected set which contains the origin is at most m28™, we get the
following result.

qv,«,( 0€ S— 0= mZZIQV,wo( Oe S— 0, #(R(B))=m)

< 21 m? 8™ (n(k+2)he~BE)™
m=

< —;— for sufficiently large 8.

COROLLARY

If we impose the following conditions 2)’/, 3)’, 4)’ on the potential function
U(sy, ;) instead of the above conditions 2), 3), 4), then we get the same result
as theorem 1.

2-0) n=2m
2-1) U(sy, Sp) takes its minimum at exactly following 7z points (s, stml),
(st stm+11y ... (stm-11] glzm-11) (gntiferromagnet type)

3-iii)’ For some ¢>0
U(sy, s2) < U(sy/, 85/)—e

for any (sy, $2) € (O, xgm0) U0, x g™10DU---U(gm™ 10, x 2™ 10;) and any
(51, 82') ¢ (0, x gm0 U - U (g™ 10, x g2 10,)

4-1) Uy, 182)<U(Sy, S2)—¢

for any $,€9™0,, and Jor any $,€0,— O,

4-i1)"  U(xS1, §™xg™s2)<U(Sy, S2)—¢

(The remainder conditions of 2)’/, 3)/, 4)’ are the same as the above conditions

2), 3), .
(Proor)
We introduce the following potential function ﬁ(sl, S3) given by
U(sy, So)=U(sy, ™S2) S;: even site Sy: odd site

where the site (z, y) is called a even site if z+y=0 (mod 2) and other "sites are
called cdd sites.

Clearly U(s,, sp) satisfies the above conditions in theorem 1. For proving-the
corollary, we have only to remark the following relation

gPL(A)=g{h,(AD

where
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A={o; ot;) = s; (1=1,2,--,0)}
A'={w; o(t;) = s; if ¢; is even
o(t;) = gms; if t; is odd (1=1,2,---,0)}
and o' is the boundary conditon given by
o' )=w(®) if t is even
o' (t)=9"w(t) if ¢ is odd.

§ 3. Finite spin system

In this section we consider the finite systems on square lattice and triangular
lattice.

We let S={(1,2,:--,n} (u({£})=1 (#=1,2,:--,n)) and a: S——S be surjective,
and consider the system with the interaction potential U defined as follows.

{ UQ, a(1))=UC2, a(2))="=Un, a(n))=—¢ >0

(3-1)
U, D=0 for all other spins

In the simillar way as in the previous section, we can show that this system
has at least # distinct limiting Gibbs distributions for sufficiently large 8.

In the rest of this section we discuss a finite spin system on triangular lattice.

Welet S= {1,2,3} (¢({i})=1(4=1,2,3)) and consider the following potential U.

{ U,2)=U(2,3)=U(3,1)=—¢e >0

(3-2)
UQ1,1)=U0(2,2)=U(3,3)=0

We shall show that this system hs at least six distinct limiting Gibbs distribu-
tions for sufficiently large 8. We give a coordinate for each site ¢ as Fig. 1, and
take the following boundary condition

1 if z+y=0 (mod 3)
o (z, y)=13 2 if z+y=1 (mcd 3)
3 if z4+y=2 (mod 3)

For given configuration o, we call a site (z, ¥)

A;-site if z+y=0 (mod 3) and w(z, y)=>1

Ajy-site if z+y=1 (mod 3) and w(z, y)=x2

Ag-site if z+y=2 (mod 3) and w(z, y)=x3.
We also call a site ¢ A-site if ¢ is A;-site or As-site or A,-site, and other sites
are called regular. In this model, 1-2, 2-3, and 3-1 bonds are called static bonds
and other bonds are called active one.



142 Koji Kuropa
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Fig. 1

In the same way as in the previous model we define R, while the definition
of R(B) is given by adding the following two steps to the condition I) and II) in
the definition of R(B) in section 2.

step III) the sites which have at least one active opposite bond are connected
with at least one element of the set determined by step I) and step II), where
eadh bond of 1~5 and 6 is called opposite bond of the site A. (see Fig. 2)

step IV) repeat the step II) and step III), and so on.

Fig. 2

In this model we can classify the family of connected components of Rint into
the following six classes.

Ci; class ¢: (1=1,+-,6)

: The component whose boundary sites are transformed into regular sites by the
transformation ¢:, where transformation £, &, -, $¢ are defined as follows,
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g.(s)=s for all s

1 s=3
F:(8)= 12 s=2
‘3 s=1
1 s$=3
g5(s)= 13 2 s=1

\ 3 §s=2

F2(8)= 3

F4($)= 1

Fe(S)= 3

\

In the triangular lattice, we cannot decompose Rint

two steps III) and IV) are added.

w N =
7]
il
w

w N -
(7]
i
[

=

(7
Il

[\]

3 s=1

in this way unless the new

From this definition of &;, the energy variation inside Rin: by the transforma-

tion G defined in the same way becomes zero.

Furthermore we can make two

sites of R(B) correspondence with one active bond, so the remainder part of the

proof is accomplished in the same way as in the previous section.
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