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ABSTRACT. Let (X,d, ) be a metric measure space and satisfy the so-called
upper doubling condition and the geometrically doubling condition. In this
paper, the authors establish an interpolation result that a sublinear operator
which is bounded from the Hardy space H'(u) to L*°°(u) and from L>(u) to
the BMO-type space RBMO(p) is also bounded on LP(u) for all p € (1, c0).
This extension is not completely straightforward and improves the existing
result.

1. INTRODUCTION

The classical theory of Calderén-Zygmund operators began with the study of the
convolution operators on R. Later it has played an important role in harmonic
analysis and has been developed into a large branch of analysis on metric spaces.
One of the most interesting cases is the so-called space of homogeneous type
introduced by Coifman and Weiss in [3]; see also [, 5, 6]. Recall that a metric
space (X, d) equipped with a nonnegative Borel measure y is called a space of
homogeneous type if (X, d, ) satisfies the following measure doubling condition
that there exists a positive constant C,, depending on p, such that for any ball
B(z,r)={ye X : d(z,y) <r} withz € X and r € (0, 00),

0 < u(B(zx, 2r)) < Cup(B(x, 1)). (1.1)
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As is known to all, space of homogeneous type is a natural setting for Calderén-
Zygmund operators and function spaces. Typical examples of spaces of homoge-
neous type include Euclidean spaces, Euclidean spaces with weighted measures
satisfying the doubling condition (1.1), Heisenberg groups, connected and simply
connected nilpotent Lie groups.

The measure doubling condition (1.1) above plays a key role in the classical
theory of Calderén-Zygmund operators. However, recently, many classical results
concerning the theory of Calderén-Zygmund operators and function spaces have
been proved still valid if the doubling condition is replaced by a less demanding
condition such as the polynomial growth condition; see, for example [14, 16, 17,

, 18] and the references therein. In particular, let  be a non-negative Radon
measure on R"™ which only satisfies the polynomial growth condition that there
exist positive constants C' and & € (0, n] such that for all z € R™ and r € (0, o),

p{y e R": jx —y| <r}) < Cr". (1.2)

Such a measure does not need to satisfy the doubling condition (1.1). We mention
that the analysis with non-doubling measures played a striking role in solving the
long-standing open Painlevé’s problem by Tolsa in [18].

Because measures satisfying (1.2) are only different, not more general than mea-
sures satisfying (1.1), the Calderén-Zygmund theory with non-doubling measures
is not in all respects a generalization of the corresponding theory of spaces of ho-
mogeneous type. To include the spaces of homogeneous type and Euclidean spaces
with a non-negative Radon measure satisfying a polynomial growth condition,
Hytonen [¢] introduced a new class of metric measure spaces which satisfy the
so-called upper doubling condition and the geometrically doubling condition (see,
respectively, Definitions 2.1 and 2.3 below), and a notion of the regularized BMO
space, namely, RBMO(u) (see Definition 2.5 below). Since then, more and more
papers focus on this new class of spaces; see, for example [11, 12, 10, 1, 9, 7, 13].

Let (X, d, i) be a metric measure space satlsfylng the upper doubling condi-
tion and the geometrically doubling condition. In [10], the atomic Hardy space
H'(u) (see Definition 2.8 below) was studied and the duality between H'(u) and
RBMO(u) of Hytonen was established. Some of results in [10] were also inde-
pendently obtained by Anh and Duong [1] via different approaches. Moreover,
Anh and Duong [I, Theorem 6.4] established an interpolation result that a linear
operator which is bounded from H'(u) to L'(u) and from L*(u) to RBMO(pu)
is also bounded on L?(u) for all p € (1, o0).

Note that there are also many important operators in harmonic analysis which
are sublinear, such as the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator, the maximal sin-
gular integral operator, the Marcinkiewicz integral and so on. Then it is natural
to ask if the interpolation theorem in [I] is true for sublinear operator in the
current setting (X, d, p). The purpose of this paper is to generalize and improve
the interpolation result for linear operators in [1] to sublinear operators, which is
stated as follows.

Theorem 1.1. Let T be a sublinear operator that is bounded from L>(u) to
RBMO(u) and from H'(u) to LY»*°(u). Then T extends boundedly to LP(u) for

every p € (1, 00).
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In Section 2, we collect preliminaries we need. In Section 3, for r € (0,1),
we first show that the maximal function MF(f), which is a variant of the sharp
maximal function M*(f) in [1], is bounded from RBMO(u) to L>=(u), then we
establish a weak type estimate between the doubling maximal function N(f) and
M*(f), and we also establish a weak type estimate for N,(f) with r € (0,1), a
variant of N(f). Using these results we establish Theorem 1.1. We remark that
the method for the proof of Theorem 1.1 is different from that of [I, Theorem 6.4].
Precisely, in the proof of [I, Theorem 6.4], the fact that the composite operator
M?* o T of the sharp maximal function M* and a linear operator T is a sublinear
operator was used. However, as far as we know, when 7" is sublinear, whether the
composite operator M* o T is a sublinear operator is unclear and so the proof of
[1, Theorem 6.4] is not available.

Throughout this paper, we denote by C' a positive constant which is inde-
pendent of the main parameters involved but may vary from line to line. The
subscripts of a constant indicate the parameters it depends on. The notation
f < g means that there exists a constant C' > 0 such that f < Cg. Also, for a
p-measurable set E, xg denotes its characteristic function.

2. PRELIMINARIES

In this section, we will recall some necessary notions and notation and the
Calderén-Zygmund decomposition which was established in [1]. We begin with
the definition of upper doubling space in [4].

Definition 2.1. A metric measure space (X, d, u) is called upper doubling if u
is a Borel measure on X’ and there exist a dominating function A : X x (0, co) —
(0, o0) and a positive constant C) such that for each x € X, r — A(z, r) is
non-decreasing, and for all x € X and r € (0, 00),

w(B(z, r) < Az, r) < Ch\(z, 1/2).

Remark 2.2. (i) Obviously, a space of homogeneous type is a special case of the
upper doubling spaces, where one can take the dominating function A(z, r) =
w(B(x, r)). Moreover, let 1 be a non-negative Radon measure on R™ which only
satisfies the polynomial growth condition (1.2). By taking A(x, r) = Cr", we see
that (R", |- |, p) is also an upper doubling measure space.

(ii) Tt was proved in [10] that there exists a dominating function A related to A

satisfying the property that there exists a positive constant C5 such that A < A,
C5 < Cy, and for all z, y € X with d(z, y) <,

Xz, 7) < C5\(y, 7). (2.1)

Based on this, in this paper, we always assume that the dominating function A
also satisfies (2.1).

Throughout the whole paper, we also always assume that the underlying metric
space (X, d) satisfies the following geometrically doubling condition introduced
in [3].
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Definition 2.3. A metric space (X, d) is called geometrically doubling if there
exists some Ny € Nt = {1, 2, ---} such that for any ball B(z, r) C X, there
exists a finite ball covering { B(z;, r/2)}; of B(z, r) such that the cardinality of
this covering is at most Nj.

The following coefficients §(B, S) for all balls B and S were introduced in [5]
as analogues of Tolsa’s numbers K¢ g in [10]; see also [10].

Definition 2.4. For all balls B C S, let

B dp(z)
2B, §) = /(25)\B Aep, d(z, cp))’

where and in that follows, for a ball B = B(cg, rg) and p € (0, 00), pB
B(cp, prp).

In what follows, for each p € (0,00), L . (1) denotes the set of all functions f
such that | f|P is p-locally integrable.

Definition 2.5. Let n € (1,00) and p € (0,00). A function f € Li (u) is said

loc
to be in the space RBMO7 (1) if there exist a non-negative constant C' and a

complex number fp for any ball B such that for all balls B,

1 P P
W/B\ﬂy)—m dyly) < C

and that for all balls B C S,
|fe — fs| < C[1+4d(B, 9)].

Moreover, the RBMO? (1) norm of f is defined to be the minimal constant C' as
above and denoted by || f|lremoz (-

When p = 1, we write RBMO, (1) simply by RBMO(11), which was introduced
by Hyténen in [3]. Moreover, the spaces RBMO? (1) and RBMO(u) coincide with
equivalent norms, which is the special case of [7, Corollary 2.1].

Proposition 2.6. Let n € (1,00) and p € (0,00). The spaces RBMOY (1) and
RBMO(u) coincide with equivalent norms.

Remark 2.7. It was proved in [3, Lemma 4.6] that the space RBMO(p) is inde-
pendent of the choice of 1. By this and Proposition 2.6, it is obvious that the
space RBMO? (1) is independent of the choice of 7.

We now recall the definition of the atomic Hardy space introduced in [10]; see
also [1].

Definition 2.8. Let p € (1,00) and p € (1, co]. A function b € L*(p) is called a
(p, 1)x-atomic block if

(i) there exists some ball B such that supp (b) C B;
(i) [ b(w) du(z) = 0;
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(iii) for j = 1, 2, there exist functions a; supported on balls B; C B and
Aj € C such that b = A\ja; + A2aq, and

lajllzeq < [(peB)YP~ 1+ 6(B;, B) ™.
Moreover, let
b2 = [l + [ Aal-

A function f € L(p) is said to belong to the atomic Hardy space H5P(u) if
there exist (p, 1)x-atomic blocks {b;} en such that f =372 b; and

o0
2 ilip < o0
j=1

The norm of f in HYP (1) is defined by

Hf“H;;fg’(u) = inf {Z |bj‘H;;f(u)} )
j
where the infimum is taken over all the possible decompositions of f as above.

Remark 2.9. Tt was proved in [10] that for each p € (1, oo], the atomic Hardy
space H ;izf) (1) is independent of the choice of p, and that for all p € (1, c0),
the spaces H:P(u) and H5>°(u) coincide with equivalent norms. Thus, in the
following, we denote H ;¥ (1) simply by H' ().

At the end of this section, we recall the («, §)-doubling property of some balls
and the Calderén-Zygmund decomposition established by Anh and Duong |1,
Theorem 6.3].

Given «, f € (1, 00), aball B C X is called («, 8)-doubling if u(aB) < pu(B).
It was proved in [¢] that if a metric measure space (X, d, i) is upper doubling
and 8 > C;Og?a = o, then for every ball B C X, there exists some j € Z, =
NU {0} such that o/ B is (o, 8)-doubling. Moreover, let (X, d) be geometrically
doubling, 8 > o™ with n = log, Ny and p a Borel measure on X which is finite on
bounded sets. Hytonen [3] also showed that for u-almost every = € X', there exist
arbitrarily small (a, )-doubling balls centered at x. Furthermore, the radius of
these balls may be chosen to be of the form a7 for j € N and any preassigned
number r € (0, 0o). Throughout this paper, for any o € (1, co) and ball B, B®
denotes the smallest (c, B4)-doubling ball of the form o B with j € 7., where

Ba = max {a®", o®} + 30" 4 30" = ¥} 4 30m + 30" (2.2)

Lemma 2.10. Let p € [1, 00), f € LP(pn) and £ € (0,00) (€ > {y if (X)) < oo,
where Ly = Yol f|l 1w/ 1(X) and v is any fived positive constant satisfying that

Yo > maz{C2%2° 63}, Cy is as in (2.1) and n = logy Ny). Then
(i) there exists an almost disjoint family {6B;}; of balls such that {B;}; is

pairwise disjoint,

1 , o |
S@Ey J, ) > 5 joratt
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P

1 !
— Pd < — Il jandall 2
u(621;) /nsj F@)f dulw) < 20 Jor all jandalln > 2,

and

|f(x)| < for p— almost everyx € X\ (U;6B;);

(ii) for each j, let S; be a (3 x 62, Clog2(3X6 1Y -doubling ball concentric with B;
satisfying that rg, > 627“]3], and wj = XGBj/(Zk X6B,)- Then there exists a family
{¢j}; of functions such that for each j, supp (¢;) C S;j, ¢; has a constant sign

on S; and
| ei@auta) = [ o (e) duto),
X 6B;
Z lp;(z)| <AL for p — almost everyx € X,

where v is some posztwe constant depending only on (X, ), and there exists a
positive constant C', independent of f, { and j, such that

loslsegoia(S;) < C /X (@) (@) dpu(z),

and if p € (1, 00),

1/p

{/Sj |90j(x)|pdu(x)} (S < S /|f x)w;(2)[” dp(x);

(iil) of for any j, choosing S; in (ii) to be the smallest (3 x 62, C;°g2(3X62)+1)—
doubling ball of (3 x 6%)Bj, then h = 3 (fw; — ¢;) € H:P (1) and there exists a

positive constant C, independent of f and ¢, such that
C
||h||H1 p(u = fp—1 ||f||LP(M

3. PROOF THEOREM 1.1

To prove Theorem 1.1, we also need some maximal functions in [3, 1] as follows.
Let f € L},.(u) and z € X. The doubling Hardy-Littlewood mazimal function
N(f)(z) and the sharp mazimal function M*(f)(x) are respectively defined by
setting,

N(f)@)=  sup / F)l duy)

B>z
B(6, Bg) doublmg

and
M) @) = 50— [ 17) = mgel)]duts)

Imp(f) — ms(f)|
L 1+6(B,5)

B, S(6, Bg)—doubling
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Where for any fe LIOC( ) and ball B, mpg(f) means its average over B, namely,
mp(f) = B) [ f(x)du(z). It was showed in [9, Lemma 2.3] that for any p €

1, oo), Nfis bounded from LP(p) to LP*°(p).

Lemma 3.1. Let f € RBMO(u), r € (0,1) and MF(f) = [M*(|f|")]Y/". Then we
have M!f € L>=(u), and moreover,

1M fll ooy S 11f IRBMO G-
Proof. From Remark 2.7, we deduce that for any ball B,

1
750 = mal)] < - =5 / |7@) = fpo| din(w) < 1f Immsio

On the other hand, by Proposition 2.6 and Remark 2.7, we see that

| fllRBMOG) ~ |1 f|RBMOE (1) -

From these facts, it follows that

5 / @) = me(1£17)] dilz)
/ (1@ = |me (] |+ llmpa O] = me(117)] diaa)

— fBl" du(x ‘HfB f§6’T+|f§6_m§6(f)‘r

e / (@) — f| dia(a)
S [1 +3(B.B%)] I/ lrmsiou S I Ireniog:

where the last inequality follows from the fact that 6(B, Eﬁ) < 1, which holds by
[10, Lemma 2.1].
On the other hand, for any (6, 5s)-doubling balls B C S,
ime(|f") = ms([f1)] < Imu([f") = [[fl"l + [[f5]" = [fs"| + [ fs]" = ms(|f]")]
<mgp(|f = fol") +|fp = fs|" + ms(|f — fs|")

Combining these two inequalities finishes the proof of Lemma 3.1. O

<
- u(5

Lemma 3.2. Let p € [1,00) and f € L () such that [, f(z)du(z) = 0 if
w(X) < oo. If for any R > 0,

sup Pu({z e X : N(f)(x) > (}) <

0<l<R

we then have

sup Pp({z € X+ N(f)(z) > (}) SsupPu({z € X M*(f)(z) > (}).

£>0 £>0
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Proof. Recall the A-good inequality in [1] that for some fixed constant v € (0,1)
and all € € (0, 00), there exists some § > 0 such that for any ¢ > 0,
p({z€eX: N(f)(z) > (1+e)l, M*(f)(z) < 50})
<wvp({r e X N(f)(x) > (}).
From this, it then follows that for R large enough and any € > 0,

sup (u({r € X : N(f)(z) > (})
0<(<R

< sup [(1+e)ffPu({zr € X : N(f)(x) > (1 +€)(})

0<l<R

<v(l+e? OilelfRﬁpu({x e X: N(f)(x)>1})

+ (1+e)PsupPpu({z € X: M f)(z) > dl}).

£>0

Choosing € small enough such that v(1 + €)? < 1, our assumption then implies
that

sup Pu({z e X : N(f)(x) > (}) < Sgli%)gpﬂ ({ze&x: M'(f)(z)>(}).

0<l<R

Letting R — oo then leads to the conclusion, which completes the proof of Lemma
3.2. O

Lemma 3.3. Let r € (0, 1) and N,(f) = [N(|f|")]*/". Then for any p € [1, o0),
there exists a positive constant C', depending on r, such that for suitable function
f and any ¢ > 0,

p{e e X2 No(f)(x) > £}) < COPsuprPu({z € X : [f(x)] > 7}).

>0
Proof. For each fixed ¢ > 0 and function f, decompose f as

f(@) = f(@)Xeex: jp@1<0 (2) + [(@)Xaex: p@)>0 = f1(@) + f2(2).
By the boundedness of N form LP(u) to LP*°(u), we obtain that

u({e € X N(f)(a) > 276)) < pl{w € X = N(f)a) > 7))
S [ 1) duta)
<ul{z € X |f@) > )
+£-rp/;o (e € X: |f(2)] > ) dr

S u{z e X [f(x)] > £})
+PsupPu({z € X - [f(x)] > 7}),

>0

which implies our desired result. 0

Proof of Theorem 1.1. By the Marcinkiewicz interpolation theorem, we only need
to prove that for all f € LP(u) with p € (1, co) and ¢ > 0,

pz e X [Tf(x)| > 64) S PN Lo (3.1)
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We further consider the following two cases.
Case (i) p(X) = oo. Let Ly°(p) be the space of bounded functions with bounded

supports and
Lyoo(pn) = {f € Ly (p / f(x) dp(x) = 0}

Then in this case, L% (x) is dense in LP(u) for all p € (1,00). Let r € (0, 1) and

N,(g) = [N(|g|")]V/" for any g € Lloc(u). Notlce that |T'f| < N,.(Tf) p-almost
everywhere on X'. Then by a standard density argument, to prove (3.1), it suffices
to prove that for all f € Ly () and p € (1, 00),
sup T ({o € X s N(TH(a) > 00) 5 |l 32)
>
For each fixed ¢ > 0, applying Lemma 2.10, we obtain that f = g + h, where
h is as Lemma 2.10 and g = f — h, such that

lgllrecy S € ke H' () (3.3)

and
121y S C7P0F - (3.4)

For each r € (0, 1), define MF(f) = {M*(|f|")}/". Then, (3.3) together with
the boundedness of T from L*(u) to RBMO(u) and the proof of Lemma 3.1
shows that the function M#(Tg) is bounded by a multiple of £. Hence, if c; is a
sufficiently large constant, we have

{z e X: MYTg)(zx) > col} = 0. (3.5)

On the other hand, since both f and h belong to H'(u), we see that g € H'(u)
and

gl < Wf e + hllzr gy S 1F T + €21 0,
By this together with the boundedness of T from H'(u) to L»*(u) and Lemma
3.3, we have that for any p € (1, o) and R > 0,
sup Pu({x € X: N (Tg)(x) >¢}) < sup Pl supru({x € X : |Tg(x)| > 7})
0<(<R 0<(<R >0

< 0.

From this, (3.5), Lemma 3.2 and the fact that N, o T is quasi-linear, we deduce
that there exists a positive constant C' such that

sup P ({x eX: N(Tf)(x) > 5’0&})

éi sggﬁp/i ({z € X N(Tg)(z) > col})
+sup Pu({x € X : N(Th)(z) > col})
< sgoaepu ({z € X : M{Tg)(x) > col})
+sup i ({v € X2 No(Th)(@) > eol})
<sup®u({z € X: N(Th)(z) > (}). (3.6)

£>0
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From the boundedness of N from L'(u) to L»*(u) and the boundedness of T
from H'(p) to LY*°(u), it follows that

p({z € X 2 N(Th)(z) > )

g'f'
< : r _
= # ({m XN (IT X e imipraty) > 3 })

SJK_T/‘Th )X ;xrd,ux
Py ( >( ) {xEX:\(Th)(x)|>E/2T}( ) ( )

S <{x e X: |(Th)(x)| > 6/2%}> /0 ' s"ds
+07 /E/O; s tu({x e X2 |(Th)(x)| > s})ds
< ({x e X |(Th)(z)| > 5/2%}> +% sup su({z € X : [(Th)(z)| > s})

s>0/27

< Whllar

S R < P £,

which together with (3.6) yields (3.2).

Case (i1) (X)) < oo. In this case, assume that f € L°(u). Notice that if
¢ € (0, 4], where ¢, is as in Lemma 2.10, then (3.1) holds trivially. Thus, we only
have to consider the case when ¢ > ¢;. Let r € (0, 1), N,.(f) be as in Lemma 3.3
and M} as in Case (i). For each fixed ¢ > {,, applying Lemma 2.10, we obtain
that f = g + h with g and h satisfying (3.3) and (3.4), which together with the
boundedness of T' from L>(u) to RBMO(u) and the proof of Lemma 3.1 yields
(3.5) for M#(Tg). We now claim that

F

e /X Tg(@)[" du(z) < 1, (3.7)

where the constant depends on u()( and r In fact since pu(X') < oo, we regard
X as a ball. Then gy = g — fXg wu(z) € Hl(u). On the other hand,

|T1]" € RBMO(u) because of the fact that T1 € RBMO(u) and Lemma 3.1.
This together with u(X') < co implies that

/X T1()" dpu(z) < oo
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Then by the boundedness of T from H'(u) to L'*°(u) and (3.3), we have

o) dute) < [ {Tanl + |1 | [ o) dut)] @) } au
x x &) Jx

loll 71 /()
< 7“/ t"u({x € X |Tgo(x)| > t}) dt
0

—i—r/ " ({r € X |Tgo(x)| > t}) dt +
I

QOHHI(#)/N(X)

190l 171 o /14()
S u(X) / Corar
0

+ HgOHHl(u) / 2 dt + 0
||90HH1(#)/.U'(X)

5 [N(X)]I_THQOH?JII(M) + £ 5 €T7
which implies (3.7).
Observe that [,(|Tg|" — F)du(x) = 0 and for any R > 0,
sup PPu({x e X : N(|Tg|"—F)(z) > {}) < RPu(X) < oo.

0</<R

From this together with Lemma 3.2, M#(F) = 0, (3.7) and an argument similar
to that used in Case (i), we conclude that there exists a positive constant ¢ such
that

sup Pu({x € X : N.(Tf)(x) > ccol})

£>L
< sup P ({a € X 2 N(Tyl ~F)(2) > (col)'})
+?;14P CPu({xe X : N.(Th)(x) > col})
< selig)fp,u ({z € X: M Tg)(x) > col})

—l—s@gg CPu({x e X : N.(Th)(x) > col})

Sswplp({r € & Nu(Th)(w) > £}) S 1170
>
where in the first inequality we choose ¢ large enough such that F < (¢gf)". This

completes the proof of Theorem 1.1.
O
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