Dedication

Professor Tosiro TSUZUKU was born on October 10, 1929 in Miyanokoshi,
Nagano prefecture, a small village in a mountaineous area in Central Japan, and
he grew up there. He studied mathematics in Nagoya University under the
influence of Professors T. Nakayama and G. Azumaya. After graduating, he
was appointed Assistant of the Department of Mathematics of Nagoya Univer-
sity in April 1956, where he was received the degree of Doctor of Science in
November 1961. He was promoted to Lecturer in December 1961, and to Profes-
sor in December 1966 in the same university. In April 1968, he was appointed
Professor in the Department of Mathematics of Hokkaido University, and he has
stayed in this position since then. He spent two years from 1964 to 1966 in
studying finite group theory in University of Illinois at the invitation of Professor
M. Suzuki, and in 1972 he stayed in Miinchen for a half year as a visiting Pro-
fessor of Universitdt Miinchen at the invitation of Professor F. Kasch.

The main area of his research has been in finite group theory and finite
geometry except for some joint works with Professor Nakayama in the early
years. He wrote some important papers on multiply transitive groups and finite
geometry. Particularly, his study on projective geometry is essential for Tits
theory of spherical building of type Ax.

As a teacher of mathematics, he had many graduate students, who are now
working as active mathematicians. Moreover, he wrote two text books. One is
on group theory for beginners, and the other is on finite groups and finite geome-
try. This second book was translated into English and published by Cambridge
University Press in 1982.

Tsuzuku is also known as an organizer of a lot of conferences, particularly
the annual meetings of finite group theory and the conferences on algebra in
Japan. Furthermore, he organized the international Sapporo conference on finite
group theory held in Hokkaido University in 1974.

We sincerely hope Professor Tsuzuku will continue to inspire us in research
and teaching.

Tomoyuki Yoshida



