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This paper provides a comparative sensitivity analysis of one-step
Newton—Raphson estimators for linear regression. Such estimators have
been proposed as a way to combine the global stability of high breakdown
estimators with the local stability of generalized maximum likelihood esti-
mators. We analyze this strategy, obtaining upper bounds for the maximum
bias induced by e-contamination of the model. These bounds yield break-
down points and local rates of convergence of the bias as ¢ decreases to zero.
We treat a unified class of Newton—Raphson estimators, including one-step
versions of the well-known Schweppe, Mallows and Hill-Ryan GM estima-
tors. Of the three well-known types, the Hill-Ryan form emerges as the
most stable in terms of one-step estimation. The Schweppe form is sus-
ceptible to a breakdown of the Hessian matrix. For this reason it fails to
improve on the local stability of the initial estimator, and it may lead to
falsely optimistic estimates of precision.

1. Introduction. Statistical models are seldom believed to be complete
descriptions of how real data are generated; rather, the model is an approxi-
mation that is useful if it captures essential features of the data. Good robust
methods perform well even if the data deviate from the theoretical model.
The best-known example of this behavior is the outlier resistance and trans-
formation invariance of the median. There have been considerable challenges
in developing good robust methods for more general problems. A major chal-
lenge in regression modeling has been to combine gross stability, that is, a
breakdown point near 50%, with local stability as indicated by a bounded in-
fluence function; see, for example, Ruppert and Simpson (1990) for discussion
and further references.

Several authors have proposed one-step and k-step estimators to combine
local and global stability, as well as a degree of efficiency under the target
linear model. This approach follows from seminal work of Bickel (1975), who
showed that one-step M-estimators have the same first order asymptotic prop-
erties as fully iterated estimators. Citing a suggestion by Bickel, Jureckova
and Portnoy (1987) proved that the initial estimator need only converge at
a rate op(n‘1/4). They used this fact to provide estimators that retain the
high breakdown point yet improve on the efficiency of the least median of
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squares estimator, which was shown by Rousseeuw (1984) to have breakdown
point equal to 1/2, and for which cube root-n convergence was established
under general conditions by Kim and Pollard (1990) and Davies (1990). Simp-
son, Ruppert and Carroll (1992) and Davies (1993) presented one-step GM -
estimators of the Mallows type to combine local and global stability. Coakley
and Hettmansperger (1993) considered one-step Schweppe-type estimators for
design independent efficiency under the target model, assuming the initial es-
timator to be root-n consistent. In each case the idea was to do one iteration, or
a fixed number of iterations, of a quadratically converging algorithm for GM
estimation. GM estimation is a generalization of maximum likehood estima-
tion and is closely related to the method of generalized estimating equations,
which is finding many applications in biostatistics, econometrics and other
fields.

Recently, Simpson and Chang (1997) studied a unified class of k-step
Newton—-Raphson GM-estimators including versions of the preceding pro-
posals as special cases. They established root-n consistency and asymptotic
normality under regularity conditions that depend on the the score function
and regression weights. We provide a complementary sensitivity analysis
of these one-step GM-estimators, comparing stability properties within the
unified class. Based on the theoretical results and numerical computations,
we develop specific recommendations concerning one-step GM -estimators. We
find much to recommend the Hill-Ryan type of estimator, which is essen-
tially a maximum likelihood estimator for a heteroscedastic linear regression
model. In contrast to the well-known Schweppe form, and, to a lesser degree,
the Mallows form, the Hill-Ryan form requires fewer constraints on the
regression design and error distribution.

An important drawback of the Schweppe form, and with an inadequately
weighted Mallows form, is that the inverse Hessian easily breaks down to a
subspace. This causes the one-step estimator to have the same local stability
(or instability) as the preliminary regression estimator. It also leads to a break-
down of the Huber (1967) “sandwich” covariance functional, so that inferences
based on the estimator would lead to falsely optimistic estimates of precision.
Simpson, Ruppert and Carroll (1992) advocated stronger downweighting in
the Mallows case for similar reasons.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 reviews the gen-
eral approach to the sensitivity analysis and some previous results on optimal
sensitivity. Section 3 defines the class of estimators under investigation and
provides results about the regression weights. Problems with the Hessian ma-
trix are treated in Section 4, where we develop and justify an extended defi-
nition of the one-step functional. Section 5 provides the main results on the
global and local stability of one-step GM functionals, while Section 6 presents
a solution to an optimal sensitivity problem. Section 7 provides numerical
comparisons of the bias functions of one- and two-step Hill-Ryan estimators,
as well as the least median of squares functional, the minimax GM functional,
and certain S- and P-estimators. Section 8 provides some further discussion
and recommendations. Proofs for the main results are given in Section 9.
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2. Bias under the contaminated linear model: general sensitivity
analysis. We consider the effects of deviations from the linear regression
model, y = B'x +e, where x € RP and e are stochastically independent. Under
this model (x, y) has a distribution of the form

Fyaoyo) = [ [ Golyo — B'x) dHo(x).

The parameter B describes the dependence of y on the different components
of x. Given a random sample (x;, ¥1), ..., (%,, ¥,) from F,, many estimates
of B can be expressed as functionals of the empirical distribution, that is,

n p
(21) B= T(Fn)a Fn(x07 yO) :n71 Z 1[0, oo)(yO_yi) ]_[ 1[0, oc)(ij_xij)'
i=1 j=1

If the data come from the distribution F, then T'(F,,) is typically a consistent
estimate of T'(F'). Following Huber (1981), Hampel, Ronchetti, Rousseeuw and
Stahel (1986) and others, we study the behavior of T'(F') as F departs from
the class {F} along e-contaminations of the form Fj , := (1 — &)F; + eF*.
The measure of the stability of the functional is provided by the maximum
bias,

(2.2) br(e) = sup IT(Fg, )= Bl

where | - || is a suitable norm; see Huber (1981). The bias function has been
used by various authors as a way to combine local and global aspects of the
stability of an estimator.

Global stability is often measured by the breakdown point,

(2.3) &l = inf{e > 0: by(e) = oo}

It indicates how far from the model the estimator becomes completely uninfor-
mative. A positive breakdown point, equivalently a finite maximum bias for
some ¢ > 0, implies a global stability of the estimator. Equivariant functionals
always have ¢ < 1/2 if the bias norm is invariant; see, for example, He and
Simpson (1993), Remark 2.3. For further background see Huber (1981) and
Hampel, Ronchetti, Rousseeuw and Stahel (1986).

EXAMPLE. The least squares estimate corresponds to T(F) = {E p(xx')} !
x Ep(xy). Because T{(1 — &)F + eFg, 5} = B + &d for each & > 0, the break-
down point, &7}, equals 0, as is well known.

To measure the local stability of T' we define the sensitivity of order r,
(2.4) Y .= lim sup by(e)/e",
el0
where 0 < r < 1. If y(Tr) < oo, then T is locally stable of order r. He and

Simpson (1993) showed that order 1 stability is the best possible for Fisher
consistent functionals.
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Hampel’s (1974) influence function is a widely used heuristic tool for assess-
ing local stability. It uses a slightly narrower class of deviations than contam-
ination bias, restricting to point mass contamination. In our experience, the
main technical challenge in going from an influence analysis to a local analy-
sis in terms of the contamination bias is not the size of the neighborhood, but,
rather, the interchange of the limit in £ and the supremum over the neighbor-
hood; compare Huber [(1981), page 15]. For instance, the existence problem
treated in Section 4 is revealed by the bias analysis, but fails to emerge in an
influence analysis.

Local bias and influence analysis can be compared if we slightly generalize
Hampel’s notion of gross-error sensitivity. He and Simpson (1992) defined the
generalized gross-error sensitivity,

. IT{(1 - &8)Fg+ed, ,} — T(Fp)l
2.5 i = sup lim sup = )
(2.5) r = suplime -

avoiding the assumption that the influence function exists. They observed that
vp < y(Tl ) for any functional T'. Thus, an unbounded influence function implies
local instability of order 1, whereas local stability of order 1 implies a bounded
gross error sensitivity. Martin, Yohai and Zamar (1989) showed that bounded
influence GM-estimators are also locally stable of order 1. Yohai and Zamar
(1992) showed that the least median of squares functional is locally stable of
order 1/2.

Few functionals are known to achieve both the optimal O(¢) rate locally
and the optimal global breakdown point with respect to contamination bias.
He and Simpson (1993) and Maronna and Yohai (1993) presented equivari-
ant functionals having contamination bias within a dimension-free factor of
the smallest possible bias for equivariant functionals. He and Simpson (1993)
showed that such functionals forfeit a property they called local linearity.
Roughly, local linearity means a functional has an influence function with fi-
nite second moments under the model. Here we aim to develop reasonable
locally linear functionals with good local stability and optimal global stability,
as measured by the contamination bias. Davies (1993) established an even
stronger form of stability for a locally linear k-step functional. Our goal is to
compare stability properties across a unified class of estimators.

Definition (2.2) extends to other types of deviations from the model, and a
variety of neighborhoods have been used in the literature. Huber (1981) and
Bickel (1981) discussed several possibilities. Donoho and Liu (1988) consid-
ered various distance based neighborhoods. Davies (1993) argued for “weak”
metric neighborhoods. Since the Davies neighborhoods are larger than contam-
ination neighborhoods, stability with respect to those neighborhoods would be
a stronger result than stability with respect to contamination neighborhoods.
Conversely, lack of stability for contamination would imply lack of stability for
the Davies neighborhoods. Here we use the smaller contamination neighbor-
hoods for screening. Contamination neighborhoods are tractible and intuitive,
if somewhat heuristic, but they are sufficient to reveal existence problems
with poorly chosen one-step estimators.
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3. K-step GM-estimators. GM-estimators include many well-known re-
gression estimators, for instance, ordinary least squares, weighted least
squares, minimum L, distance, Huber’s (1973) regression M-estimate, Mal-
lows’ (1975) generalized M-estimate, the efficient bounded—influence estimate
of Krasker and Welsch (1982) and the locally linear regression estimates
studied by Cleveland (1979), Fan (1992) and others.

A unified class of GM-estimators consists of functionals of the form 8 =
T(F,) with

(3.1) T(F) := argmin EF[p{

teRP

y—tx

SFate 7 A

where p is an even function such that p(|r|) is nondecreasing in |r|, S(F) is a
residual scale functional and the weights w depend only on the marginal dis-
tribution of x. If w(x; H) = 1 we obtain the Huber (1973) M-estimates, which
have unbounded influence functions. Weighted estimates with « = —1,0, 1
correspond to the well-known Hill-Ryan, Mallows and Schweppe forms, re-
spectively; see Hampel, Ronchetti, Rousseeuw and Stahel (1986).

If p has a bounded derivative and the weights decrease to zero at least as
fast as ||x||~! as | x|| increases, then the GM-estimator has a bounded influence
function. Despite good local stability, GM -estimators have breakdown points
that decrease to zero as the dimension p becomes large [Maronna, Bustos and
Yohai (1979)]. They cannot achieve the optimal global stability. To address this
deficiency we consider one-step GM functionals.

We need a preliminary regression functional, 7,(F), and residual scale
functional S(F') which are both equivariant, that is, if (y, x) has distribution
F and F* is the distribution of (y*, x*), where y* = ay + b'x, x* = Ax, where
ac R,bec RP and A is a p x p matrix, then To(F*) = (A") (aT(F) + b)
and S(F*) = |a|S(F). Further conditions on S and T, are given below. In the
numerical calculations of Section 7, we take T'((F') to be the LMS functional,
and we take S(F) to be the median absolute deviation (MAD) of residuals
from T,(F), scaled to be consistent under the normal model.

Assume p(x) is twice differentiable with first and second derivatives (x)
and s(x). Then the Newton—Raphson and Scoring algorithms iterate according
to T1(F) := To(F) — Vo(F) Wy (F), where

y—To(F)x .
(3.2) wo(F) = S(F) B o] S0 Lt s

where H is the marginal distribution of x under F, and where W, (F) is one
of the following:

i oy = To(F)x 1-a,.,./

\I,nr F)=_—E ‘H a
) = = 3 Syt e o 0 |

. |y —To(F)x TPl
VE(F) = —EF[lP{WHEH[w(x, H)'xx'].

(3.3)

Iterating a fixed number of times leads to k-step GM-estimators.
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REMARK 1. In order for the scoring algorithm to have the accelerated con-
vergence of Newton—Raphson, it is essentially necessary that w(x; H)™%(y —
B'x) be stochastically independent of x. If & = 0, this condition implies a ho-
moscedastic linear regression model, but if a # 0, it implies a nonstandard
heteroscedastic model. Simpson, Ruppert and Carroll (1992) observed that
Newton—Raphson with a monotone score function appears more robust to het-
eroscedasticity. In the sequel we restrict to Newton—Raphson and monotone .

Under sufficient regularity conditions, the k-step GM-estimators have the
same first-order asymptotic theory as fully iterated GM-estimators. Results of
this kind have been known at least since the work of Bickel (1975). Simpson
and Chang (1997) provided an asymptotic result of this type for the general
class of estimators described in (3.2) and (3.3). From Huber’s (1967) theory of
M-estimation, they noted that we may estimate the covariance of 8 = T(F),)
by the sandwich functional, V,(F,,), where

(3-4) Vo(F) = Wo(F) ' To(F)¥o(F),

and

ro(F) = S B 0] S W e |

see also Simpson, Ruppert and Carroll (1992) and Coakley and Hettmansper-
ger (1993).

We require the weights to have certain invariance properties so that the
regression estimator will be equivariant. Thus, we consider weights of the
form

(3-5) w(x; H) = w{|x — m(H)| ¢}

where H is the distribution of x, m(H) and C(H) are location and scatter
equivariant functionals and || x| 4 := (x’A~1x)¥/2 for a symmetric positive defi-
nite matrix A. Suppose Bis a p x p nonsingular matrix, b is a vector, and H is
the distribution of Bx+b, where x ~ H. Then we assume m(H) = Bm(H)+b
and C(H) = BC(H)B.

REMARK 2. If the regression model lacks an intercept, then the one-step
GM-estimator is regression equivariant without the centering in (3.5). If «x
has constant and binary components, then the weighting scheme should be
modified. For instance, let {b;, ..., b,} be a linearly independent basis for the
space orthogonal to the span of the constant and binary components of x, let
B =[by,...,b,], set z = B'x, and replace x by z in (3.5).

In the analysis, we will make the following assumption about the func-
tion w.

ASSUMPTION A. The weights are of the form (3.4), where m and C are
location and scatter equivariant, and where w(u) satisfies 1) 0 <u < v < o0
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implies 0 < w(v) < w(u) < k, for some &k, < oo; (ii) w(u)|u|® < k; for some
k > 1 and k; < oo; (iil) w(w) is continuous and (iv) lim,_, . w(u)u* = k,y for
some finite ko > 0.

EXAMPLE. A convenient class of weight functions satisfying A(i)—(iv) uses
w(u) =1/(c+ |u|*), where ¢ > 0 and « > 1.

Assumption A(ii) implies a downweighting of distant x’s to limit their in-
fluence on the fit of the linear model to the central portion of the data. If
the regression function is assumed to be only locally linear, then more se-
vere downweighting is common; see, for example, Fan (1992). In addition to
the influence-localizing effect of the weights, we require the residual score
function to be bounded and relatively smooth. The following conditions are
workable for Newton—Raphson.

ASSUMPTION B. (i) #(u) is bounded, increasing, differentiable and odd,
with a bounded, continuous derivative__d}(u) > 0 for —c0 < u < oo and (ii) ¢
has a bounded, continuous derivative .

To analyze regression functionals, we use the maximum bias of (2.2) with
the invariant norm | T — B¢, := {(T — B)Y Cy (T — B)}*2, where C, = Co(H,)
is an equivariant scatter functional. If the uncontaminated design distribu-
tion has a finite positive definite covariance matrix, then we may set C, =
Covy(x) without loss of generality. Equivariance of T implies that bp(g) =
supp: | T(F, )| if H is standardized so that Cy = I,

The bias of the one-step functional depends on the bias of the initial esti-
mate Ty, the scale functional S, and the location and scatter functionals for
x. We separate the bias of S into two parts, b5(e) := S(Fy) — infp. S(F,)
and b%(e) := supp S(F,) — S(F,). Define &f := inf{e: b{(e) = oo} and
eg = inf{e: bg(e) = S(Fy)}. The breakdown point is the smaller of the two.
See He (1989), Martin and Zamar (1989) and Rousseeuw and Croux (1994)
for further discussion of breakdown of scale estimation. Here the scale es-
timate is applied to residuals from a preliminary fit. It will have the same
breakdown point as the pure scale estimator if the preliminary regression es-
timator has a breakdown point at least as large as that of the preliminary scale
estimator.

Let H, = (1 — ¢)Hy + ¢H* be the marginal distribution of x under the
contamination model in which H* is allowed to vary arbitrarily. Define the
equivariant bias functions

b (#) = sup[m(H.) = m(Ho)leqm,)

and
be(e) == sup| A2 {C(H,)C(H,) "} — 1| + [\Z{C(H,)C(Hy) "} —1
H*

M
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where A, (A) is the maximum eigenvalue of the matrix A. Also define the
matrix norm || A| := sup, =1 [[Au|. If A is a symmetric matrix then A, (A) =
Al

In order for T'; to be locally stable of order 1, we need T (F') to be locally
stable of order at least 1/2, and we need S, m and C to be globally stable.
Global stability of T'; follows from the global stability of 7'y, S, m and C.
Examples for T; and S include least median of squares, the S-estimators of
Rousseeuw and Yohai (1984), the 7-estimates of Yohai and Zamar (1988) and
the M-estimators with auxiliary scale studied by Yohai and Zamar (1997).
These are known to have bias of order /2 as ¢ | 0. Examples for m and C
include the multivariate S-estimates studied by Rouseeuw and Leroy (1987),
Davies (1987) and Lopuhai (1989), the P-estimators of Maronna, Stahel and
Yohai (1992), and a locally and globally stable scatter functional developed
by Davies (1992). Robust multivariate location and scatter is by no means a
settled issue; see, for example, Rocke (1996) and Kent and Tyler (1996).

Under Assumption A we can relate properties of the regression weights to
the bias of the location and scatter functionals. Let m, = m(H,), C, = C(H,),
and w,(x) = w(||x—m,||¢ ). The assumptions about w imply that if a < « then

. k .
w, ()] x]|* < mm(ko, —IK)<||me|| +lx = m,|)
(3.6) lx —mlE,
< ko{d, + A (2)}%,
where d, = |mo| + (k1/ko)"*Auiax(Co), and A, (s) = Antax(Co){by(e) +

(k1/ky)Y*be(e)}. As long as the location and scatter functionals for x are
globally stable, the weights satisfy

(3.7) sup supw, (x)|x[| <oo if 0 <& < min(e},, €p).

0<e<é =x

Because w is decreasing on (0, —o0), we can bracket the weight function as
follows:

(3.8) 0 <w, (x) < w(lx —mlc,) < wi(x) < ko,

where w; (x) = w[{[lx — mqlic, + bn(e){1 + bc(e)}] and wi(x) = w[{]lx —
mollc,—bm(e)}+ {14b:(£)}]. We need the the following additional properties.

PROPOSITION 1. Assume the weight function satisfies condition A. If § <
min(e},, &) then

sup sup{w,(x)/wy(x)} <oco and sup sup{wy(x)/w.(x)} < co.

0<eg<é «x 0<e<é «x

Ifin addition b,,(0+) = bo(0+) = 0, then lim, ; sup, |w.(x)—wy(x)|/wo(x) =0
and hmsLO sup, |wa(x) - wO(‘x)|/ws(x) = 0.
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4. Generalized one-step functionals. A serious problem arises in the
analysis of some of the one-step estimators. If the weights and « are such
that w(x)!~*||x||? is unbounded, then the Hessian matrices in (3.3) may break
down for arbitrarily small amounts of contamination. Of course, this need not
cause the estimator to break down, since the estimator reverts to the initial
estimator if the inverse Hessian is a zero matrix. However, it implies that a
direct analysis of the one-step functional is not available. In order to prop-
erly define an extended version of the one-step functional when the Hessian
breaks down, we replace the general distribution F in (3.3) by an empirical
distribution sampled from F. The expectation with respect to the empirical
distribution sampled from any proper distribution exists with probability 1.
We therefore define the functional for weakly convergent sequences of empir-
ical distributions. The limiting form provides an appropriate generalization
of the one-step functional, which we then use in the sensitivity analysis of
Section 4. If w(x)~*||x||? is bounded, then the limiting form reduces to the
previously defined one-step functional.

Suppose (x', y) are jointly distributed according to F, and let H be the
marginal distribution function of x. Under the assumptions about w and ,
we can define

In order to extend the definition of the one-step estimator, we construct a
rotation of z that separates the components with finite second moments from
those lacking finite second moments. Define

/(F) = {v € RP: such that Ep(v'd)? < oo}.

Then -~ is a subspace of R? of dimension, say, h = A(F) € {0,..., p}. If
h=0,then T{(F)=TyF). If h>1,let k=k(F)=p—h(F),let Ui(F)be a
p x k matrix whose columns form an orthonormal basis for .#+ and let Uy(F)
be a p x h matrix whose columns form an orthonormal basis for .. Then
U = [U; Uy,]is an orthogonal rotation matrix such that U'U = UU’ = I,
and [¢' t'] :=[d'U, d'U,] = U'd is a rotation of d such that:

1. E(Ns)2=o0 forall A #0, A € R¥;
2. E(t?) <o0,1<i<h.

We may therefore define the functional
0,, if h(F)=0,
(42) RE)={” Oy
Ug(F)Ep{Us(F)dd'Uy(F)}]| " Ua(F), if h(F) >0,

where 0;; is the i x j matrix with all elements equal to zero, provided we
require E(¢¢') to be positive definite if 2 > 0. The extended one-step functional
is given by

(4.3) T\(F)=To(F)+ R(F)¥o(F).
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If W, (F) exists; that is, & = p, then the definition in (4.3) agrees with the one
given in (3.3).

In the sequel we replace the one-step functional by the more general func-
tional in (4.3). However, in order to justify that this is a proper interpretation
of the one-step functional when A(F) > 0, we need the continuity property
established in the following theorem.

THEOREM 1. Let F, be the empirical distribution for a random sample,
(%1, ¥1)5 - -5 (x,,, ¥), from F. Suppose Assumptions A and B(i) hold. Suppose
z and Uq are as described above. If h > 0, assume Ez{Uy(F)dd'Us(F)} is
positive definite. Then lim,_,  {V(F,)} ' = —R(F) a.s.

If A(F) < p in (4.2), then we have a breakdown of the Hessian functional
used in the updating algorithm. According to Theorem 2 of Section 5, this in
itself does not cause a breakdown of the one-step estimator. However, if the
Hessian breaks down, then the one-step fails to improve the local stability of
the preliminary estimator. Thus, one would need to use a locally stable pre-
liminary estimator. Perhaps more importantly, the covariance estimate in (3.4)
breaks down to a subspace under arbitrarily small amounts of contamination.
Thus, if k(1 — @) < 2 and there are extreme design points, the sandwich esti-
mate may lead to an over-optimistic assessment of precision. Simpson, Rup-
pert and Carroll (1992) referred to this phenomenon as variance breakdown.

5. Sensitivity analysis of k-step estimators. Armed with the exten-
sion given in Section 4, we state our main results concerning the local and
global bias of the one-step estimator. Denote the gross-error sensitivity of the
fully iterated GM-estimator by

You = S(Fo)iﬂf!lb{Wo(x)_“y/S(Fo)}H|wO(x)AEIXII,

where Ay = Ey[¢{wo(x)*y/S(Fy)}wy(x)"*xx']. We require the following
additional conditions.

ASSUMPTION C. E{wy(x)'"*||x]|?} < oo and E {w(x)'%xx'} is positive
definite.

AsSUMPTION D.  Here b7 (0+) = bg(0+) = b,,(0+) = bc(0+) = 0, and
Fy(y|x) is a symmetric distribution.

ASSUMPTION E. k(1 — @) > 2 and Ey{wq(x)'2*||x|?} < oo.

THEOREM 2. (i) Under Assumptions A, B and C there are nonnegative func-
tions A(e) and B(e), bounded on [0, 8] for 6 < min(ey , €5, €5, e¢), such that

br,(¢) < A(e)br (&) + B(&)vou-
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(i1) If, moreover, D is satisfied, then

limsup A(e) <1 and limsupB(e) <1,
el0 el0
and, if B is one-dimensional, then limsup, ({A(e) + B(e)} < 1.
(iii) If, furthermore, E is satisfied, then A(e) = O(e) + 0{by (&)} as e | 0.

As an immediate corollary we obtain a lower bound for the breakdown point
Of Tl .

COROLLARY 1. Under the conditions of Theorem 2(i), &7 > min(ep , £,

£y EC)-

Under slightly stronger conditions we obtain an upper bound for the order
r sensitivity.

COROLLARY 2. Let T, be locally stable of order r. Then under the conditions
of Theorem 2(ii), T'; is also locally stable of order r and

) 'ygwro), ifo<r<l,
nEY
'YTO + ’)/GM, lfr =1.

If B is one-dimensional, then 'y(Tll) < max(yg}o), Yeur)-
Consequently, if any iteration is locally stable of order r, then subsequent
iterations are locally stable of order at least r. Under a stronger condition on

the weights, we find that iteration can improve the order of stability from 1/2
to 1.

COROLLARY 3. Let T be locally stable of order at least 1/2. Then under the
conditions of Theorem 2(iii), Ty is locally stable of order 1 and y(Tll) = Yeur-

6. Optimal local sensitivity. Suppose Fy(y|x) is a symmetric distribu-
tion and H(x) is spherical. Then the GM-estimator with the smallest sensi-
tivity at Fj has an influence function proportional to sign(y)x/| x| ; see Martin,
Yohai and Zamar (1989). He and Simpson (1993) showed that this functional
has optimal sensitivity over a larger class, namely, the locally linear function-
als; see their Definition 2.1. We show that a one-step Hill-Ryan type estimator
can have sensitivity arbitrarily close to the lower bound for locally linear func-
tionals, which was given by He and Simpson (1993).

Define the weight function w,(x) = (¢ + |u|)~!, which satisfies Assumption
A with ky = ¢!, by = ky = 1 and « = 1. Let 7.(x) = ctanh(x/c). This
is an odd function that is strictly increasing from zero to ¢ as its argument
increases from zero to co. Its first two derivatives are 7.(x) = 1 — tanh?(x/c)
and 7,(x) = —(2/c)tanh(x/c){1 —tanh?(x/c)}, both of which are bounded and
continuous. Thus 7, satisfies Assumption B.
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We consider a one-step Newton—Raphson functional as given in (3.2) and
(3.3) with « = —1, ¢(x) = 7,(x), and weights as in (3.4) with w(u) = w.(u). As-
sume that S(F() =1, m(H,) = 0 and C(H,) = I ,, where H is the marginal
distribution of x under F,. As k(1 — @) = 2, Corollary 3 implies that the
sensitivity of the one-step Hill-Ryan estimator is no larger than

(6.1) Ye = ngp{wc(llxll)llAlell},
where A, = Eo[7 {w.(|lx])y}wi([lx])xx'].

THEOREM 3. Suppose that Fy(x, y) has the conditional density fq(y|x) =
fo(y) almost surely, which is independent of x. Suppose [ is symmetric about
zero and differentiable, and set ¢(y) = (d/dy)log{fo(y)}. Assume Ey|¢(y)| <
0o, Eyllx|| < o0 and Py(||x|| = 0) = 0. Assume Hy(x) = Fy(x, 00) is spherical.
Then

. p
(6.2) limy, = -
cl0 Eo|d(y)Eollx]|

The limit in (6.2) equals the lower bound for locally linear functionals in
this setting; see He and Simpson (1993), Section 5.1. Hence, the sensitivity of
the one-step Hill-Ryan estimator can be arbitrarily close to the optimum for
locally linear functionals.

REMARK 3. This Hill-Ryan weighting method may be motivated by a
heavy-tailed, heteroscedastic regression model in which the scale depends on
the design, with larger scales being associated with more disparate regions of
the design space. Such a model is one way to conceptualize uncertainty about
the linear model in the extreme regions of the design space.

7. Numerical comparisons. To illustrate the effects of iteration we com-
puted the maximum bias of one- and two-step GM-estimators for point mass
contaminations. The initial regression estimator was Rousseeuw’s (1984) least
median of squares (LMS) estimate. For the scale estimate we used the median
absolute deviation (MAD) of LMS residuals and for the covariance of x we used
a P-estimator proposed by Maronna, Stahel and Yohai (1992).

We considered point mass contamination of a model specifying that x4, ...,
x,,y are independent N(0, 1) random variables, so B = 0. Because of the
spherical symmetry, we need only consider point mass contaminations of the
form (x,,0,...,0, yo)-

Exact expressions for the LMS functional and scale functional were ob-
tained as follows. Let F be the distribution x = (x4,...,%,,y), a vector
of p + 1 independent N(0,1) random variables. We compute 7y(xg, ¥o) =
To(F,, ,,), where Ty is the LMS estimate and F, , = (1—&)Fo+&8(y, 0.0, y,)-
It can be shown that the first component of T'4(x(, yo) is independent of p,
and the remaining components are all zero. It is therefore sufficient to consider

p=1
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Let Q(B,u) = P,, , {(ly — Bx|) < u}, where P, , is the probability mea-

sure corresponding to ¥, , for p =1. Then

(1 - e)[20{u/(1+ p*)"*} 1], if u < |y — Bxol,
(1—)[20{u/(1+B*)?} — 1] +e, if u > |yo— Bxol-
Define d; = ®1{(8/4 — &)/(1 — &)}, dy = " H{(3/4 — £/2)/(1 — &)} and
M(B, xy, y0), the median of |y — Bx| under F, , . Then
M(B’ X0, yO)
di(1+ B2, if [y — Bxol < dy(1+ B2,
=1 do(1+ BH)Y?, if |yo — Bxo| = do(1 + B)"2,
|¥0 — Bxol, if di(1+B*)Y? < |yo — Bxol < dao(1+ B2
Let B, be the solution of the equation d3(1+ 82) = (y, — Bx,)? which is closest
to 0. Observe that for |y,| > d; this equation has a solution. Then using (7.1),

and the fact that Ty(x, yo) = To(F ) = argming M(B, x, yo), it is easy
to show that

(7.1)

X0, Yo

0, if|y,| <dy,
Bo, ifdy <|yo| <ds,

Bo, if |yo| > dy and dy(1+ BH)Y2 < d,
0, if|yo| > dy and dq(1+ B2)Y/2 > d,.

Let S(x, yo) = 1.4826 M{Ty(x¢, ¥0), %o, Yo}, the MAD scale of the LMS resid-
uals. Then from (7.1) and (7.2) we get

1.4826d,, if |yol < dy,

1.4826d,(1+ B2, ifdy < |yo| < dy,

1.4826d,(1+ B3)Y2, if |yo| > dy and d;(1 + B§)Y? < ds,
1.4826d,, if |yo| > dy and dy(1+ B2)V2 > d,.

(7.2) To(x9, ) =

S(xg, ¥0) =

In addition to our exact expressions for LMS and the scale functional, an
exact formula for the covariance C(x,, y,) is available from Maronna, Stahel
and Yohai (1992). Given these expressions, we computed the one- and two-
step functionals by insertion into the Newton—Raphson formula, as described
in Section 3. The latter expression involves expectations with respect to y, x;
and z = 25;2 xl2 The expectations were computed by Monte Carlo integration
using 10,000 replications. In particular, we computed

Ty(x0, y0) = Th{(1 — &)F o+ €34, 0,...0, yo) }»

where T, is the k-step Hill-Ryan estimator with ¢ = 0.2. Then for selected &,
we computed

(7.3) Bj(e) = sup |Tp(x0, yo)l. k=12

X0 Yo
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TABLE 1
Maximum biases of one-step estimates

p v* €=0.05 £€=0.10 e=0.15 £=0.20
2 2.49 0.20 0.52 0.91 1.36
3 2.96 0.23 0.58 0.97 1.44
4 3.15 0.26 0.62 1.01 2.21
5 3.48 0.29 0.64 1.05 3.19
10 4.89 0.34 0.73 1.92 5.12
15 6.54 0.39 1.06 2.94 7.93
20 7.66 0.42 1.27 3.35 8.44

We approximated the supremum in (7.3) by the maximum over a grid search
on (xg, ¥o)-

Table 1 gives the values for Bj for selected amounts of contamination,
whereas Table 2 gives values for Bj. For comparison, Table 3 contains re-
sults for the minimax GM -estimator, using a P-type covariance estimator for
x, and Table 4 summarizes results for LMS, the minimax S-estimator, and
two types of P-estimators. The one- and two-step estimators are clearly com-
promises between the initial estimator (LMS) and the GM -estimator towards
which they iterate. The one-step is closer to LMS, but improves substantially
on small-g, small-p performance of LMS. Although locally and for small p,
the one-step does not do quite as well as the GM-estimator, it improves sub-
stantially on the bias of the GM-estimator for larger p and &. The two-step
estimator is more similar to the GM-estimator, with comparable small-¢ bias.
It eliminates the technical breakdown of the GM-estimator seen in Table 3.
For ¢ = 0.2 and p > 15, however, its large bias indicates near breakdown.

In the example presented, the one-step—two-step strategy eliminated or re-
duced the impact of the worst features of the initial and GM-estimators: the
local instability of LMS and the low breakdown point of the GM-estimator.
We expect similar benefits with other choices of initial estimator and GM-
estimator. Although the number of iterations had no effect on the sensitivity,
it clearly had an impact on the bias for larger amounts of contamination. Fur-

TABLE 2
Maximum biases of two-step estimates

p v* €=0.05 £=0.10 e=0.15 £=0.20
2 2.49 0.13 0.31 0.66 1.15
3 2.96 0.14 0.38 0.79 1.54
4 3.15 0.17 0.45 0.93 2.13
5 3.48 0.20 0.52 1.21 3.29

10 4.89 0.29 0.86 2.50 7.50

15 6.54 0.41 1.33 4.71 16.65

20 7.66 0.50 1.82 6.52 20.65
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TABLE 3
Maximum biases of the minimax GM-estimates with P-type covariance
matrix estimates

GM-estimates
P v* €=0.05 £=0.10 e=0.15 £=0.20
2 2.00 0.10 0.27 0.47 0.83
3 2.35 0.15 0.34 0.67 1.72
4 2.67 0.17 0.43 0.92 00
5 2.94 0.18 0.49 1.29 00
10 4.06 0.27 0.83 () 00
15 4.94 0.33 1.30 00 00
20 5.66 0.41 2.31 () 00

ther investigation may reveal strategies for selecting the number of iterations.
Rousseeuw and Croux (1994) provided results on the effect of increasing the
number of Newton steps in the location and scale problem. Jureckova and
Maly (1995) studied the effect of iteration when the score function has jump
points.

8. Recommendations. According to Theorem 2, an important condition
for good stability is that «(1 — @) > 2, where « refers to the degree of down-
weighting and « determines how the weights interact with the scale of the
residual score function; see (3.2) and Assumption A.

The one-step Hill-Ryan estimator, with « = —1, has k(1 —«) > 2 as long as
k > 1 so that for large || x| the weights are of order ||x|~! or smaller. It also
satisfies the design conditions Ey{w(x)?|x|?} < 0o and E{w,(x)?||x|?} < oo
regardless of the distribution of x, if k > 1. Therefore, the one-step Hill-Ryan
estimator is locally stable of order 1 provided the initial estimator is locally
stable of order at least 1/2.

The one-step Mallows estimator, with « = 0, requires more severe down-
weighting with k > 2 and the design condition E,{w,(x)|x|?} < co. With

TABLE 4
Maximum biases of S- and P-estimates

S-estimates (all p)

v* €=0.05 £€=0.10 £=0.15 £=0.20
Minimax 00 0.49 0.77 1.05 1.37
LMS 00 0.53 0.83 1.07 1.52
P-estimates (all p)
MP 3.14 0.163 0.36 0.56 0.82
CMP 1.57 0.085 0.19 0.31 0.50

From Maronna and Yohai (1993).
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weights of order ||x|| =2, it is enough to have E,|x|| < co. With weights of order
|x]|~, which might be preferred due to efficiency considerations, we cannot
guarantee local stability of order 1 unless the initial estimator is locally stable
of order 1. One possibility is a two-step strategy starting with either a Hill-
Ryan iteration or Mallows with squared weights.

The one-step Schweppe estimator, with ¢ = 1, cannot have «(1 — @) > 2,
so, if the starting value is not locally stable of order 1, we cannot guarantee
local stability of the Schweppe estimator. Moreover, to ensure that it retains
the stability of the starting value, we require E,|x||?> < oo. If one prefers
a Schweppe-type estimator, we recommend first iterating with a Hill-Ryan
type or Mallows with squared weights. Coakley and Hettmansperger (1993)
made a similar recommendation. Inferences based on the estimator may still
be problematic because of the Hessian breakdown discussed in Section 4.

9. Proofs of main results. We present only the major steps in the proofs
of Theorems 1 and 2 by stating a series of lemmas on which the proofs rely.
We omit the proofs of all lemmas and propositions. These are in the technical
report by Simpson and Yohai (1993), which we will be happy to supply on
request.

The proof of Theorem 1 requires additional notation. Let v be a random
vector of dimension %, and let z be a random vector of dimension &, both with
finite second moments. Let H be the joint distribution of (v', 2’)". Given A € R*
and u € R"we denote by B(A, u, H) the coefficient of the best linear predictor
of u'z based on A'v; that is, B(A, u, H) = argming.p E(pu'z - BA'v)2, and we let
p(\, u, H) denote the corresponding “uncentered” correlation coefficient. Then
we have

Eg{(A'v)(n'2)}
Ey(Nv)2
Eg{(Av)(n'2)}
{Eg(Wu)2 3V E g(w'2)2} 2

We also define B,;(H) to be the vector of coefficients of the best linear predictor
of the ith component z; of z based on v:

B(/\a M H) = and
(9.1)

p(A, w, H) =

B;(H) = argmin E(z; — 8'v)>.
BeR*

Finally, let S* = {A € R*: ||A|| = 1}.
LEMMA 1. For each n > 1, let H, be a distribution on R* with second

moments, and let @, and J, be the marginal distributions of the first k and
last h coordinates, respectively. Assume also that

(9.2) lim inf EJn(/\/v)2 =00 and limsup sup EQn(,LL/Z)2 < 00.

n—00 \e Sk n—oo  peRh

Then hmn—>oo SUP eS8k, pesh |B()" M Hn)| = 0.
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LEMMA 2. Assume the conditions of Lemma 1. Then lim,_,  B,(H,)=0.

LEMMA 3. Let J be a distribution on R"* such that E ;(N'v)? = oo for
all A € R* and let J,, n > 1 be a sequence of distribution functions on
R" with finite second-order moments and such that J, — J weakly. Then
lim,,_, . inf, gt E; (X'v)? = oo.

LEMMA 4. Let H be a distribution on R**" and let J and Q be the marginal
distributions of the first k and last h coordinates, respectively. Assume the
following:

(i) Ej(Nv)? = oo, for all nonzero A € R¥;

(i) @ has second-order moments and E 4(z2') is nonsingular.

For each n > 1, let H, be a distribution on R**" with second moments, and let
J, and Q, be the corresponding marginal distributions. Assume the following:
(i) H, — H weakly;
(iv) lim,_, o Eq (22') = Eq(22').

Then lim,,_, SUP e Sk, peSt lp(A, w, Hy)| = 0.
LEMMA 5. Let H, J and @Q satisfy conditions (i) and (ii) of Lemma 4. Let

(v}, 21, ..., (V),,2,),... be a sequence of independent random vectors with
distribution H, where v; is of dimension k and z; of dimension h. Let

12 12 12
Mn,vv:_zvivé’ Mn,zz:_zzizé’ Mn,vz:_zvizé
ni ni ni
and
M Mn,vv Mn vz
" M;z,vz Mn 2z
Then
) N O 0z
= o (paey |
w1 Q(ZZ)}

PROOF OF THEOREM 1. The result follows from Lemma 5 applied to d =
(v', 2'), where d is given in (4.1). O

Next we state several lemmas used to prove Theorem 2.

LEMMA 6. Let H, be a distribution on R?, p = k + h, with finite second-
order moments such that Ey (xx') is nonsingular. Let H* be another distri-
bution on RP, and J* and Q* the corresponding marginal distributions of
the first k and last h coordinates, respectively. Assume that J* and Q* sat-
isfy () E;.(AN'v)? = oo for all nonzero A € R*; and (i) Eg.|z|* < oo. Let
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H = (1-¢)Hy+cH*. Then there is a sequence of distributions H’, on R? with
finite second-order moments such that H), — H* weakly, and such that

_ , et | Ore (UM
r}Lnolo{(l — &) By, (xx) + e By (xx)} = |:Ohk {Eq(z2)}7! :|’

where @ is the marginal of H corresponding to the last h coordinates.

We establish some properties of the Hessian type functional,
_ ; y - TO(F)/x R kAN Y /
(9.3) Ay(F)=E, |:¢r{ S(Fyw(x, Fo) w(x; F*)y""*xx’|,

where E, denotes the expectation under Fy, w(x; H) = w(|x — m(H)| ¢cm))
and F* is the marginal distribution of x under F. In the following, let

) )]

wo(x)” w(x)

(9.4) w(g) = sup supmax{
def0, 5]

By Proposition 1(i), w(¢) is finite for ¢ < min{e},, e¢}.
LEMMA 7. If w satisfies Assumption A for some k > 1 and  satisfies
Assumption B, then
[ Ao(F )|l < w(e)sup |¢(w)| Eg{wo(x)' || x|}

If in addition E {wy(x)'"*||x||?} < oo and by, (0+) = bg(0+) = b,,(0+) =
bc(0+) =0, then lim, o [ Ag(F ) — Ao(Fo)|| = 0.

LEMMA 8. Suppose w satisfies Assumption A for some k > 1 and  satisfies
Assumption B. Let

|y + br,(&)llx]l }
{So — bg(e)}w.(x)* |’

where W, (x) = wi(x)ifa < 0,=1if a« = 0 and = w(x) if « > 0. If
Ey{wy(x)"*xx'} is a finite, positive definite matrix and 0 < & < min(ey , €5,
g, €0), then

(95)  Amin{Ao(F,)} = ag(e) = Agin[Eo{ M (x, y)w,(x)xx'}] > 0.
If in addition by (0+) = bg(0+) = b,,(0+) = b (0+) = 0, then
lai?ol Amin{Ao(F )} = Anin{Ao(Fo)} > 0.

M, (5 y)= int lz&[v

We next present error bounds for a key linearization. Define the functional
y—Ty(F)x

08)  Du(F) = SB[ W] G 8 e )+ Ao(B)Ty(P),

where A is given in (9.3).
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LEMMA 9. Suppose w satisfies Assumption A for some k > 1 and  is odd
and satisfies Assumption B. Suppose the distribution of y under F is sym-
metric about zero. Assume by (0+) = bg(0+) = b,,(0+) = bc(0+) = 0.

() If Eo{wy(x) || x||?} < oo, then
(9.7) IDo(F )|l < br,(£)o(&)[14lsup Eof{wo(x)'~*||x[*}

and || Dy(F )| = o(br,(¢)) as £ | 0.
(i) If Eo{wy(x)'2%x||?} < oo, then

b7, (£) ()| ¢llsup
Sy —b5(e)

and | Do(F,)| = o{b7,(¢)} as & | 0.

(9.8) I Do(F )|l < Eo{wo(x)" x|},

ProoF OF THEOREM 2. Let T, = T((F,), S, = S(F,), m,=m(H,),C, =
C(H,), and w,(x) = w(||lx — m,[¢ ). Use (4.3), (9.3) and (9.6) to write

TAF) =T+ (1= )8, R Es| 1] 3 o

Sewi(x)

+¢S,R(F,)Ep. —lp{ y—Tox }wg(x)x

S.wi(x)

={I- (1 - e)R(F)A)(F )T, +(1—&)R(F,)Dy(F,)

(9.9)

o
+eS,R(F,)Ep. (j/{gw—a(‘f)}wg(x)x :

By the definition of R(F,) and Lemma 6, there is a distribution F**, which
depends on F'_, such that ||x|| has finite expectation and

(9.10) |R(F,)— (1— &) {Ao(F,) + B(F*)} | <&,
where

_ 2 i)y - T;x 1-a ’
(9.11) B, (F)= —(1—s)EF|:¢{—Sgwg(x)}w€(x) xxi|

Using (9.11),
[T —(1—&)R(F,)A(F,)|
< e(1- )| Ao(F,)| + |{Ao(F.) + B.(F*)} " B,(F™)]

el lsup Supx{ws(x)l‘“llxIIQ}}
(1 = &)Anin{Ao(F,)}

(9.12)

< o(1— &) Ag(F,)] + min[l,

= A1(8)7 say.

Thus, the norm of the first term on the right in (9.9) is no larger than
Aq(&)by, (). If Assumption A holds with k(1 — «) > 2, then A(e) = O(¢) as
£ ] 0. Otherwise we merely have A (¢) =1+ O(e).
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The representation in (9.10) also implies that
1
(1= &)Anin{Ao(F,)}

Using Lemmas 7, 8 and 9(i), we have (1 — &)||R(F,)Do(F,)| < As(e)br,(e),
where

(913)  [R(F)l<e+@—e) Ay(F,) | =e+

1 , »
018 Axe) = {1 = o)+ s Lol Eotioo() 111
ao(e)
and lim, ; Ay(e) = 0. If Ep{wo(x)'2*|x[*} < oo, then Lemma 10(ii) implies
the accelerated convergence Ay(e) = o{bp ()} as e | 0.
It remains to bound the last term on the right side of (9.9). Using (9.10)
again,

“R(FS)EF*[d/{i;—%}wg(x)x}

(9-15) = ¥ llsup Sgp{lle(X)Ao(Fo)_IXII}
< {el A(Fo)l+ = [{Ao(F.) + B.(F*)} " Ay(Fo)] |
Moreover,
(9.16) [{Ao(F,) + B,(F™)} " Ay(Fo)| < 1+ ”AO(FS,; ; ;‘O(FO)”
ole
and
sup lw,(x)Ag(Fo) x| < sup lwo(x)Ag(Fo) x|
(9.17)

sup, |w,(x) — wo(x)|||x||
Amin{Ao(Fo)}

Combining (9.15)—(9.17) shows that the last term in (9.9) is bounded by
eB(&)ygy, where

B(e)= {1+ salbg(@}[l 1 Supy a0, () wo(x>}Aalx||}

sup, [|wo(x)Ag ||

x {1+8||A0|| + &+ ”AO(FS)_AO” }

(1 - #)ag(s)

Proposition 1 and Lemma 9.7 imply that B(e) is finite if 0 < & < min(e7, , &5,
&y, €0), and lim, o B(e) = 0. Setting A(e) = A (&)+ Ay(e) completes the proof
for general p.

In Theorem 2(ii), the slight improvement for p = 1 occurs because in this

case [{Ao(F,) + B.(F*)} 1B (F*)| = 1 — [{Ao(F,) + B.(F*)} 1 Ay(F,)|. O
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PROOF OF THEOREM 3. For each g € R?, let Fy(x, y) = Fy(x, y— p'x) and
let E; denote expectation under F. Because of the symmetry,

Eglt{dw (Ix)(y — B'x)}w.([x])x] = 0.
Differentiating with respect to 8 and setting 8 = 0 yields the identity
A, = Eg[refw (lx])y}wi([l])xx']
= —Eo[r{w.(x))y}o(y)w (l|x])xx'].

Next observe that for each nonzero x and y

(9.18)

(9.19) 1}5{)1 we([lx]]) = =], 1}}%} ¢ fwe(|x])y} = sign(y),
and
(9.20) le tr fw (Ix])y}w (I x]) — sign(y)llxl| | < 2[=] "

By assumption,

(9.21) Eo|d(n) x| 2’| = Eol ¢(3)| Eqllx|| < oc.
Using (9.18)—(9.21) we obtain

lim e~ A, =~ Eo{sign()o ()} Bo(x] xx') = ~Eolé(y)| Eo(l x| xx).
The spherical symmetry implies that
(9.22) Ey(|x)| txx') = ¢, 1,

for some scalar c,. Taking the trace on both sides of (9.22) shows that ¢, =
P Eq|lx|.

To establish the convergence of v, first observe that vy > p{E|$|E,|x|}!
by Theorem 2.2 of He and Simpson (1993) because vy} is the sensitivity of a
locally linear functional. On the other hand,

cA7lx cATlx cA7lx
'Y: = sup ” c “ _ ” c ” < ” c ” — Amax(CAgl)'

o c+llxll ko e lxl T xpz0 N

Moreover, by continuity, lim, o Apay (A7) = p{Eo|$(y)|Eoll x|}t O
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