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This paper is a development of [4], and gives a more detailed treatment
of the topic named in the title. It includes in particular the birational
equivalence with affine space, over the groundfield, of the variety of Cartan
subgroups of a k-group G, the splitting of G over a separable extension of k
if G is reductive, some results on unipotent groups operated upon by tori,
and on the existence of subgroups of G whose Lie algebra contains a given
nilpotent element of the Lie algebra g of G.

Discussing as it does a number of known results (due mostly to Rosenlicht
and Grothendieck), this paper is to be viewed as partly expository. In fact,
besides proving some new results, our main goal is to provide a rather com-
prehensive, albeit not exhaustive, account of our topic, from the point of view
sketched in [4],

Our basic tools are some rationality properties of transversal intersections
and of separable mappings, the Jordan decomposition in g, and purely
inseparable isogenies of height one. They are reviewed or discussed in section
1.13, §3 and §5 respectively. Thus Lie algebras of algebraic groups play an
important role in this paper and, for the sake of completeness, we have
collected in §1 a number of definitions and facts pertaining to them.

§2 reproves a result of Grothendieck ([12], Exp. XIV) stating that g is
the union of the subalgebras of its Borel subgroups. Its main use for us is
to reduce to Lie algebras of solvable groups the existence proof of the Jordan
decomposition,

§4 discusses subalgebras § of g consisting of semi-simple elements, to be
called "toral subalgebras" of g. They are tangent to maximal tori, and have
several properties similar to that of tori in G, in particular: the centralizer
Z(8)={g*G9 Adg(X) = X(X € 8)} of jg in G is defined over k if 3 is, (see 4.3
for Z(3)°, 6.14 for Z(β)\ its Lie algebra is 3(8) = {X z g, [8, X] = 0}. If § is
spanned by one element X, the conjugacy class of X is isomorphic to G/Z(β).
This paragraph also gives some conditions under which a subalgebra of g is
algebraic, and reproves some results of Chevalley [8] in characteristic zero.

§6 introduces regular elements, Cartan subalgebras in g, and the subgroups
of type (C) of ([12], Exp. XΠI) in G. By definition here, a Cartan subalgebra
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of g is the centralizer in g, and a subgroup of type (C) is the identity
component of the centralizer in G, of a maximal toral subalgebra t of g
subgroups of type (C) always contain Cartan subgroups of G, but may be
bigger. The map which associates to a closed subgroup of G its Lie algebra
yields a one-one correspondence between subgroups of type (C) and Cartan
subalgebras, preserving fields of definition (6.6). The existence of Cartan
subalgebras defined over k, which is an easy fact, yields then, as a first step
to rationality properties, the existence of subgroups of type (C) defined over
k. In fact, G is separably generated by such subgroups (6.10). Moreover, if
k is separably closed, two Cartan subgroups or two Cartan subalgebras defined
over k are conjugate under G(k), (6.13).

§7 gives first some conditions under which the field of definition of a
homogeneous space of G can be brought down to k (7.6). They apply in
particular to the set of Cartan subgroups or of Cartan subalgebras of G (7. 7).
We then show that both are rational varieties over k (7.9). The proof is
to a large extent an adaptation in our framework of the one given by
Grothendieck ([12], Exp. XIV) for the former variety. Some consequences
are derived. §8 is devoted to the splitting of a reductive &-group over a
separable extension of k.

In characteristic p Φ 0, a nilpotent element X € Q(k) need not be tangent
to a one-dimensional subgroup, even if X[p]=0 (9.2). §9 is mainly concerned
with the finding of subgroups to which X is tangent, assuming X to be an
eigenvector of a subtorus T of G, corresponding to a non-trivial character b
of TV If G is reductive or solvable, X is tangent to a unipotent ^-subgroup
stable under T, in which the weights of T are certain multiples of b.
Sufficient conditions under which H may be chosen to be commutative, or
isomorphic to Ga, are given (9.8, 9.16). As an application, some properties
of unipotent groups operated upon by tori are derived.

0. Notations and conventions. Throughout the paper, k is a com-
mutative field, p its characteristic, K an algebraically closed extension of
k, k the algebraic closure of k in K, and ks the separable closure of k in Tz.
G is an affine k-group, g its Lie algebra.

The notation is basically that of [3], with which familiarity is assumed,
with the following additions or modifications.

0.1. Our varieties are those of "classical" algebraic geometry, although
not necessarily irreducible, and are all aίfine or quasi-projective. Algebraic
variety defined over k and ^-variety will be used synonymously. In order to
avoid any ambiguity, let us briefly define that notion in the quasi-projective
case. An algebraic subset V of affine (resp. projective) space is defined over
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k if the ideal of polynomials (resp. homogeneous polynomials) vanishing on V,
with coefficients in k, is generated by polynomials with coefficients in k. A
^-variety is, in this paper, either an affine or protective algebraic set defined
over k9 or the complement of a ^-closed subset in a projective ^-variety.
For a quasi-projective variety V, the following conditions are equivalent:
(i) V is defined over k (ii) the irreducible components of V are defined over
ks and are permuted by the Galois group of ks over k, acting by conjugation
(iii) the cycle sum of the irreducible components of V, with coefficients one,
is rational over k in the sense of ([27], Chap. VIII, §1). This follows
immediately from ([27], Lemma 2, p. 209). Our notion of ^-variety is also
equivalent to that of absolutely reduced quasi-projective scheme over k. If V
is defined over k, the points of V rational over ks are dense in V (see e.g.
S. Lang, Introduction to Algebraic Geometry, Interscience Publ., Prop. 10,
p. 76).

0.2. Let V b e a ^-variety. Then k[V] denotes the ^-algebra of regular
functions defined over k on V, or, as we shall say, of &-morphic functions
on V. The fact that V is defined over k implies that for any extension
field k' of ky we have k'[V] = k[V] ®fc k'. If V is irreducible, k(V) is the
field of rational functions on V, defined over k, on V.

The set of points of V rational over an extension field k of k will be
denoted V(k'\ (and not Vk>, as in [3]). Often, we let V stand for V(k), i.e.,
we identify V with its set of points over k. The tangent space to V at a
simple point x is denoted T(V%. If x^V(k), the space T(V)X carries a
canonical ^-structure. Let W be a &-variety and f: W—>V a ^-morphism.
If xzW(k) and f(x) are simple points, / induces a linear map
T(W)X -+T(V)fM, defined over k, to be denoted dfx and to be called the
differential of f at x. The map /induces a homomorphism f°: k[V] —> k[W],
the "comorphism" associated to /. Similarly, if V, W are irreducible, and
f(W) is dominant in V, then / induces an injective homomorphism of k(V)
into k(W), also to be denoted f°. We recall that / : W—• V is dominant if
f(W) is dense in V. In that case it contains an open everywhere dense
subset of V.

0.3. If A, B are two subsets of a group H, we let Tr(A, B) or ΎrH(A,B)
be the set of hzH such that lnth(A)cB. If A = B, then Tr(A, B) is the
normalizer N^A) or N(A) of A in H.

0.4. Let I be a Lie algebra over k. We let ad X denote the map
Y ι-> [X, Y] of ί) into itself. Let p Φ 0. We recall that ϊj is restricted if it is
endowed with a map [p]: X1—> Xlp] into itself, having the following properties :

(a) (ad X)p = ad X™
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(b) (α X)[p] = ap X[p] (X € % a € k)

where s^X^ X2) is the coefficient of λ*"1 in (adCλX^Xί))*" 1 ^!). If s is a
positive integer and q = />% we write [q]: Xι->X[<7] for the 5-th power of [p].

By convention, if p=0, any Lie algebra over k is restricted.

0.5. Let a, h be subsets of g. We put

8(α) = 3β(α)= {Xs g, [X,α] = 0} ,

Zβ(α) - Z(α) = {<? € G, Ad g(X) = X(X € α)} ,

n(α) = n f l(α)= {X € g, [X, α] c α}

Nβ(a) = Λ(α) = (^ € G, Ad ̂ (α) = a]

tr(α,B;= {X^g,[X,α]c 6}

Tr^(α, 6) = Tr(α, B) = [g € G, Ad ̂ (α) c b} .

Z(α) and JV(α) are the centralίzer and the normalizer of α in G. (The
definition of g and of the adjoint representation will be recalled in §1.)

0.6. Let H (resp. H') be a group and A (resp. A) a set on which it
operates. Let f: H-+H' be a homomorphism. A map u\ A—>A' is
f-equivariant if u(h α) = f(h) w(α)(A z H,az A). If H—H' and / = id., then
w is said to be equivariant or /f-equivariant.

1. The Lie algebra of a linear group.

1.1. In this paragraph, we let A stand for the algebra k[G] of &-morphic
functions on G. We have k\GxG\=A®kA, hence the comorphism associated
to the product map v\ GxG —>G is a homomorphism μ: A—>A®A. We
let i be the inverse map x\—>x~ι of G and 6" the homomorphism a\-^a{e) of
A into ^ defined by the neutral element e of G. We have

( 1) (β ® id) o ̂  = id = (id <g) θ) o ̂  .

The existence of the group law on G is equivalent to a number of properties
of μ, £, ̂  which can be found, e.g., in [14, 0.8.2].

1.2. The Lie algebra of G. The group G operates by left and right

translations on k[G] = A® kk. For gzG, let λ0, ρ 0: £[G] —> £[G] be defined

by
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Xga(x) = a(g~ι x) , pga(x) = a(x g) .

Then λ: g\-+Xg (resp. p: g\-* pg) is a representation of G into k[G], called

the left (resp. right) regular representation of G in k[G]. The latter space

is the union of finite dimensional subspaces, defined over k, stable under λ

and p. The restriction of λ (resp. p) to such a subspace is a rational

representation defined over k. The representations λ and p commute with

each other.

A k-derivation X of A is left- (resp. right-) invariant if its natural

extension to A ® k commutes with the left (resp. right) translations. Left-

invariance can also be described by the relation

( 1 ) μ o X = (id (g) X) o μ .

We denote by L(G)(k) the ̂ -vector space of all left invariant ^-derivations

of A. Endowed with the bracket operation [Xy Y] = X-Y-Y X and the p-th

power operation X[P] = XP, it is readily seen to be a restricted Lie algebra

over k. If k is an extension of k, then L(G){k') = L(G)(k)®kk\ We shall

also write L(G) for L{G)(k) and call L(G) the Lie algebra of G. We shall

soon identify L{G) and T(G)e. Until then, we let Q stand for T(G)e. Since

e is the identity, it is clear that

dvM(X, 0) = dvM(0, X)=X, (X € β),

whence

(2) Λ(M)(X,Y) = X + Y, (X,Y€β).

Since the composition of the map G-+GxG defined by x\—> (x~ι,x), with v

is the constant map, it follows that

(3) (dί)e(X)=-X (X€β).

Furthermore, using induction and the composition law of differentials, we

deduce from (2)

1.3. PROPOSITION. Let Vl9 , Vm be k-varieties, ut € Vt9 and f : Vt-^G
a k-morphism which maps ut onto e. Let u = (ul9 ,um) and let f: VΊ x
• *Vm-^G be the k-morphism defined by f(vu , vm)=f(vi) fm(vm).

Then dfu(Xί9 , Xm) = df{Xλ) + + dfm(Xm) (X, € T(Vί%i, i = 1, , m).

1.4. In this section and the following, g stands for T(G)e. We recall
that Q(k) may be viewed as the ̂ -vector space of k-derivations of A into k9
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where k is made into an A-module by means of £. Let now X € L(G)(k).
We associate to X a ^-linear map er(X) of A into k by

( 1) <KX)(μ). = S Xtf = Xa(e), (α<= A).

X is in fact a ^-derivation of A into £, hence σ is a ^-linear map of L(G)(k)
into g(£), obviously compatible with field extensions.

On the other hand,

( 2 )

is a derivation of A into A. The obvious equality

( 3 ) μ o χα = (χ,0 ® id) o μ ,

shows at once that id® τ(Y) and Xg(g £ G) commute. Therefore τ is a ^-linear
map of g(y&) into L{G)(k).

1.5. PROPOSITION. Wie keep the previous notation, σ and τ are
isomorphisms, inverse of each other. In particular, dim*. L(G)(k) = dim G,
and L(G) = L(G°).

To prove 1.5, we may assume k—Ti. It suffices to show that σ is injective
and that σ oτ = id. Let σ(X) = 0. Then, by 1.4(1), applied to Xga, (g e G^azA),
we get Xa(g) = 0, whence X = 0 . Let X z Q(k). Then, in view of 1.1(1), 1.2(1):

σ o τ(X) = (id ® S) o (id ® X) o ̂  = (id <g) 6') o ̂  o X = X .

From now on, we identify L(G)(k) and g(£) via o\ Thus $(k) is
canonically endowed with a structure of restricted Lie algebra over k. An
explicit description of this structure is as follows: for a positive integer s,
let μo:>: A-^>(g)sA be the comorphism defined by the product map Gs-+G.
For a € A, let us write

Then, for 5 = 3, we have

(2 ) [X, Y]α = Σ t(Xα t l Yai2 - Yatι Xaί2) aίd(e) , (X, Y

and, if p>0, for 5 =

( 3 )
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as follows from 1.4(2).

1.6. Let i f be a £-group and / : H-*G a £-morphism. Then
dfe: fy(k) -> Q(k) is a homomorphism of restricted Lie algebras over k, as
follows from 1.5 (2), (3), and it is then clear that G\-*L(G)(k) is a functor from
the category of ^-groups and &-morphisms to the category of restricted Lie
algebras over k. We write also L(f) or dfίor dfe. If / is the inclusion
of a subgroup, then L(f) identifies L(H) with a restricted subalgebra of
L(G)(k).

1.7. Examples, (a) G — Gay the additive group of the one-dimensional
vector space. We have A = k[T] and μ(T) = T(g)l + l(g)T, £(T) = 0. An easy
computation, based on 1.5(2), (3), shows that g is one-dimensional and gCp]=0.

(b) G = GLn. Then A = k[Tn, T12,. , Tnn, D~l], where D = det(T t,),
(1 ^ iy j ^ w). The comorphism ^ : A -^ A® A is given by

( 1 )

εmd

( 2 )

X € g()fe) is determined by the elements ai} = X T ί ; of >&, hence by a matrix
(ai5) e Mn(k). In the notation of 1.4, we have, by 1.4(2):

( 3 ) τ(XχΓ t,) = Σ * T f * . α w .

It follows from (3) that Xι^(XT i J f ) identifies g(£) with ΛΓn(Λ), endowed with
the usual commutator [X, Y] = XY — YX, and the ordinary />-th power as
[/>]-operation.

(c) G=T is a torus and />>0. Then g is commutative, [p] is a bijective
Fp-linear map of g(^) onto itself, where Fv is the Frobenius automorphism
x\-*xv of k. The set g0 of fixed elements of [p] is a vector space over the
prime field Fp with p elements, such that g(&) = g o ®^ If T splits over ^,
then gocg(£) and Q(k) = Q0<g>k (the tensor products being over Fp).

Let X* ba the group of morphisms of GLX into T. It is a free abelian
group of rank equal to dim T. Let us associate to x € X* the element
ί/α:(l) € g(l). This is a homomorphism, which induces a surjective homo-
morphism / : X#®lJ->g(^). The image of X# is pointwise fixed under [/>],
and contains a basis of g over k. If T splits over k, then /(X#(g)l) = g0. All
these facts follow readily from (b), since T splits over k, and a &-split torus
is a direct product over k of some copies of GLX.
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1.8. The adjoint representation. Let X <Ξ L(G). Since left translations
commute with right translations

Ad g(X) = Xg o X o χ-i (g € G)

is again an element of L(G). From the definition of the bracket and p-th.
power operations in L(G), it is clear that Ad g is an automorphism of L(G).
The map g •—• Ad g is a representation of G into L{G), to be called the
adjoint representation of G. If we identify q(k) and L{G) by T, we see
immediately that Ad g is the differential at e of the inner automorphism
Int g : x\-+ g x g~ι. If / : H —• G is a £-morphism, then

(1) LC/XAd Λ(X)) = Ad/^)(L(/χX)) (X <= L(H), A € fl).

1.9. PROPOSITION. T&e adjoint representation of G is a k-morphίsm
of G into GL(Q). The differential of Ad is the homomorphism ad:
X !-• ad X rfe/ίwrf fry ad X(7) = [X, Y] (X, Y z g).

In view of 1.8(1), it suffices to prove that if H is a ^-subgroup of GLn

and m a subspace defined over k of gtn stable under Ad g (g <= i ί ) , (where
Ad is the adjoint representation of GLn), then the representation h ι—» Ad /ι | m
of Λ into m is defined over k> and its differential is adX| m . This follows
readily from the formula

(1) Adg(X) = g X.g-> (g € GLn, X € gίn)

which in turn is a simple consequence of 1.7(3).

1.10. Applications, (a) We identify T(G)g to g by means of the left
translation lQ: x*—* g x. Then, by definition (dlg)e = id. The right translation
rg: x\—>x g can be written as /golnt^" 1. Therefore (drg)e = Ad ^ - 1 . As
a consequence the differential at e of the map g[^gma>g~x is (Ada"1—Id).

(b) Let X € g. Identify the tangent space to g at X in the usual manner
to g. Then the differential at e of g\-*Adg(X) is — ad X. This follows,
e.g., from 1.9(1).

1.11. PROPOSITION. Let L, M be two connected k-subgroups of G and
Q = (L,M) be the group generated by the commutators (x,y) = x>y x~x y~x

(x€ L, y € M). Then the Lie algebra q of Q contains all elements of the
form Ad x(X) — X (x € L, X € m) or (xzM, Xe ί) and all commutators
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(We recall that Q is a connected &-group, see, e.g., ([1], Lemme 4.3).)
Let x € L. Then y \-> x y x~ι y~ι (y <Ξ M), may be viewed as the
composition of the two morphisms (of varieties) y\^>x y x~ι and y \-*y~ι

of M into Q, with the product in Q. By 1.2, its differential at (e, e) is the
sum of the differential of Int.r, which is Aάx, and of the differential —Id
of y \-^y~ι (see 1.2(3)). Thus Ad x(X) - X e q if X € m. Similarly, Ad x{X)
-X e q if x € M, X e I

Let X^nt . Then χ\^> Adx(X) — X is a morphism of L into q, whose
differential at e is Yι—>ad Y(X) = [Y, X], (Y <= I), whence the second assertion.

1.12. COROLLARY, (i) If G is solvable (resp. nilpotent, resp. com-
mutative), then g is solvable (resp. nilpotent, resp. commutative), (ii) The
Lie algebra 3 of the center Z of G belongs to the center of Q.

REMARK. If p > 0, the converse to (i) or (ii) is well known to be false.
To mention one example, §l2 is solvable with one-dimensional center if p=2,
while SL2 is simple.

1.13. Separable morphisms. Let X, Y be irreducible ^-varieties and
f: X —• Y a dominant £-morphism. The comorphism f° defines a mono-
morphism of k(Y) into k(X). f is said to be separable if k(X) is a separable
extension of k(Y). It is then so for every extension k' of k. We recall that
the following conditions on / are equivalent:

(i) / i s dominant, separable.
(ii) f is dominant. There exists a simple point a^X whose image b is

simple and such that dfa : T(X)a -> T(Y)b is sur jective.
(iii) There exists an open dense subset U of X, consisting of simple

points, whose image consists of simple points, and such that dfx is surjective
for all xzU.

Let Fx=f~x(f(x)) be the fibre through x<zX. Let m be a positive
integer. It is well kown that the set of points for which dim Fx^m is closed,
and that min dim Fx = dim X—dim/(X), and so dim Fx = dim X — dim/(X)
for x in an open dense subset of X. Also the set of points for which
dimker dfx ^ m is closed. If x is simple on X and Fx, then T(FX)Xdker dfx.
It follows then that the minimum of dim ker dfx is attained on a non-empty
open set, and is ^ dim X —dim/(X).

(ii) —^>(iii). We have dimkerdf a ~dimX — dimf(X), hence by the above,
there is an open set U in X such that dim ker dfx .= dimkerJ/ α for x £ U,
whence (iii).

(iii)'—> (ii). We have dimlm dfx ^ dim/(X) for all simple x € X, hence
dfx cannot be surjective if |dim/(X) < dim Y, which implies that / is
dominant. For the equivaleric§ (i) t=^=f (nΐ)? see, e.g., ([27], Prop. 15, p. 12,
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and Chap. IV, §6).
We shall be mainly concerned with the case where X, Y are smooth

over k, X is affine, f is surjective, and dfx is surjective for every x^X. In
this case, if Z is a closed subvariety denned over k of Y, then f'\Z) is
defined over k. In fact, f~ι(Z) is obviously ^-closed. By (0.1), it suffices to
show that its irreducible components are defined over ks. We may therefore
assume Z to be irreducible. The assumptions imply that I x Z c XxY
cuts the graph of f transversally, therefore the cycle sum of the irreducible
components of f'ι(Z), each affected with coefficient one, is rational over k
([27], Thm. 6, p. 200, Thm. 4, p. 223).' But (0.1) this is equivalent to f~\Z)
being defined over k as an algebraic set. In particular f~ι(Z)(ks)Φ 0. If we
apply this to the £5-points of Y, we see that f(X(ks)) = Y(ks).

1.14. Separable actions. Let G act &-morphically on the ^-variety X.
We say that G acts separably if, for each x <= X, the map φx: g\-+g x is a
separable map of G onto the orbit G(x) of x. In view of 1.13, this is the
case if and only if the kernel of (dφx)e is the Lie algebra of the stability
group Gx of x. It suffices of course to check this condition for one point of
each orbit.

1.15. Generation by subgroups. Assume G to be connected. Let
cSH^iHi^i^m be a family of connected ^-subgroups of G. We say that 3ί
spans G (separably) if the product morphism f\Hxx x Hm —• G is
surjective (and separable). Assume now that JM generates G, i.e., that no
proper closed subgroup of G contains all the JF^'s. It is then known that
there exists a family JM' = (Hdi&^n* such that each H] is one of the H^s,
which spans G. We say that 3i generates G separably if there exists such
an 3AΪ which spans G separably.

1.16. PROPOSITION. Let G be connected, and {H^^m a family of
connected ksubgroups of G.

(i) If the Lie algebras % span g, then (Ht) generates G separably.
(ii) If (Hi) generates G separably, then g is spanned by the subalgebras

(z = l, . . , m , g € G).

(i) Let H be the subgroup generated by the Ht. It is a connected
^-subgroup whose Lie algebra contains the ίh, hence is equal to g. Therefore
(1. 5), dim H = dim G, and H = G. Thus the Ht generate G. If (Hj) is a
family consisting of elements of (Hi), which spans G, then the differential
of the product morphism at e is surjective, whence the separability (1.13).

(ii) Let (iiQi<y<ira span G separably, where each H) is one of the H^s.
There exists then a point h=(h1, »,hn) (hjZH'j) such that dfh is surjective.
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After having made a translation by f(h)~ι we may assume that f(h) = e. Put
now

Vi = hx K H'l = Int v

Let q be the isomorphism

Int vx x xInt vn: H[x — XH'n —>Hx x xH'ή ,

and r the product morphism: H'ί X x ί/ή' —» G. Then r o q is the map
(xι> ,xn)\-+hι xι hn xn Vn1. Therefore, d(roq)e is surjective. But
(1.3) the image of dre is §['+ +ΐ)^. Since ίj ' = Adt/^ίji), this proves our
contention.

1.17. Example. Let G=SL2. Then g = §ΐ2 is the Lie algebra of 2x2
matrices with trace zero. Let T be the torus of G consisting of the diagonal
matrices of determinant one. Its Lie algebra t is the Lie algebra of diagonal
2x2 matrices with trace zero. Let now p=2. Then t consists of scalar
matrices and is pointwise fixed under the adjoint representation. Since the
1-dimensional tori of G are conjugate by inner automorphisms it follows
that t is the Lie algebra of any such torus. Thus Q is not generated by the
Lie algebras of the tori of G, although G is generated by its tori, in fact, by
two suitably chosen tori.

1.18. PROPOSITION. Let G be a k-group and f: G->G a surjective
k-morphism. Let H' be a k-subgroup of G and H = f~ι(H'). Assume that
g '= ϊj' + <iy(g). Then G acts separably on G'/H' via f, the group His
defined over k, and f induces an f-equivariant k-isomorphism of G/H onto
G/H'.

Let it: G —»G/H' be the canonical projection. Then dπe is surjective
with kernel fy, therefore d{τt of)e is surjective, and π of is surjective,
separable. Then, H=f~1(π(H')) is denned over k (1.13), and f induces a
bijective /-equivariant ^-morphism / of G/H onto G/H'. In view of the
assumption df is surjective at the origin, hence f is an isomorphism.

2. Solvable subgroups. The following lemma is a Lie algebra analogue
of [1, Prop. 17.1]. Mere general results may be found in [12, Exp. XIII, §1].

2.1. LEMMA. Let H be a closed subgroup of G. Assume that there
exists X <= ί) such that the set Tr(X, Ij) of g zG for which Ad g(X) € ί)
consists of finitely many left classes mod H. Then NG(ί))° — /f°, and
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V = \jg^aAag(ij) contains an open non-empty subset of g. If G/H is
complete, then V = Q.

NG(f)) is a closed subgroup of G contained in Tr(X, if), hence its identity
component is equal to H°.

Let M be the set of pairs (gH,Y) in G/HXQ such that Ad g-χY)ζ$.
We claim that M is a closed subvariety of G/HXQ. To see this, we consider
the morphisms

Gxί> —?-+ GXQ —b—^ G/HXQ,

where a(g, Y) = (g, Ad g(Y)) and b is the canonical projection on the first
factor, the identity on the second factor. The morphism a is a closed
immersion, hence Im a is closed. Clearly, (g, Y)zlma implies (g H, Y) € Imα,
hence 1m a = b~ι(b(Jm a)) and Im(& o a) is closed. But Im(& o a) = M. The
morphism pγ: M-+G/H induced by the projection of G/H x Q onto its
first factor is surjective, and its fibres are isomorphic to ή, hence d i m M
= dim G/iΐ+dim ϊj = dim G. Let now p2: M—>Q be the morphism induced
by the projection on the second factor. By definition V = lmp2. By
assumption, at least one fibre of p2 consists of finitely many points, hence
dim V = dim M = dim g, which implies our first assertion. If G/H is moreover
complete, then p2 is a closed morphism, and V is also closed, which yields
the last part of the lemma.

2.2. A Borel subalgebra b of Q is a subalgebra which is the Lie algebra
of a Borel subgroup of G. The conjugacy of Borel subgroups by inner auto-
morphisms of G° implies the conjugacy of Borel subalgebras under Ad G°.
The main result on Borel subalgebras is 2.3, due to A. Grothendieck ([12],
Exp. XIV, Thm. 4.11, p. 33). The proof presented here is somewhat different
from that of Grothendieck's. It was sketched in [4].

2.3. PROPOSITION. The Lie algebra g is the union of its Borel
subalgebras.

Let R be the radical of G (i.e., the greatest connected solvable normal
subgroup of G). It is contained in every Borel subgroup and its Lie algebra
is contained in all Borel subalgebras of g. We may therefore replace G by
G/R and assume G to be semi-simple.

Let B be a Borel subgroup of G, T a maximal torus of B and Φ the
set of roots of G with respect to T. We let Δ denote the set of simple
roots for the ordering defined by B. We have
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(1) 9 - 1 0 Σα e φgα 6 = t + Σα>o9α

where

( 2 ) β α = {Xsg

Furthermore, given b € Φ, there is an isomorphism θb of Ga onto a unipotent
subgroup [7δ of G such that

(3) θb(tb-x) = t-θb(x) Γ1 (xzGa, teT),

and gδ is the Lie algebra of [/δ. Since G/B is complete, 2.3 will follow from
2.1 and the following lemma

2.4. LEMMA. We keep the notation of 2.3. Let Xa be a non-zero

element of Qa (a e Δ) and X = Σ α β Δ X α . TλeΛ [g € G, Ad#(X)cb] = 5 .

Let [/ be the unipotent radical of B, and W the Weyl group N[T)/T.
For w € W, let nw be a representative of w in N(T). Let ^ ^ Tr(X, B). By
the Bruhat decomposition [10, Exp. 13], we have g = b' nw b (b,b' € B), with
bzU, b' zB. Since AcUJ3(B) = 6, we may assume b' = e. By 1.11, Aάb(X)-X
lies in the Lie algebra of the commutator subgroup ([/, U) of [7. But (C7, U)
is contained in the subgroup of U generated by the Uc(c > 0, c&Δ) (see, e.g.,
[3], Prop. 2.5, p. 66), hence

We conclude that

with ξaφ0 if flζΔ. Since the zv(a) are distinct roots, the XW(α) are linearly
independent, and Ad g(X) € b implies that w(α) > 0 for a € Δ. As is well
known, we have then w = e, hence g £ B.

2.5. PROPOSITION. Assume G to be connected. Let U be the unipotent
radical and T a maximal torus of G. There exist two Borel subgroups
B, B' of G, which generate G separably, such that BnB' = T U and

g = B + B', BnB' = t + u.

It suffices to prove this for the reductive group G/U. For the latter take
two opposed Borel subgroups containing T (see [3], 2.3, p. 64).

2.6. PROPOSITION. Assume G to be connected. Let P be a parabolic

subgroup of G. Then P = NG(p).
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Let B be a Borel subgroup of G contained in P and let Q = NG(p). The
Borel subalgebras of q are the conjugates of b, hence are contained in p.
We have then p = q by either 2.3 or 2.5. Since parabolic subgroups of a
connected group are connected, it follows that P = Q.

2.7. For the sake of reference we recall here some facts about groups
over finite fields.

Let k be finite. Then G has a Cartan subgroup (resp. maximal torus,
resp. Borel subgroup) defined over k. Any two Borel subgroups defined
over k are conjugate by an element of G(k). Let H be a &-group and f:
G—>H a surjective ^-morphism. Then a Cartan subgroup (resp. maximal
torus, resp. Borel subgroup) defined over k of H is the image of such a
subgroup of G.

For the existence, see [17, p. 45], or apply Lang's theorem [16] to the
variety of maximal tori or of Borel subgroups (see §7). The conjugacy
follows from Lang's theorem, too.

2.8. Let k be finite, G be connected reductive. Let B and TaB be a
Borel subgroup and a maximal torus of G defined over k. Then the Borel
subgroup B' opposed to B and containing Ύ is defined over k. Since the
unipotent radical of a £-group is defined over k when k is perfect, it follows
from 2.7 that if k is finite, we may choose B, B' and T in 2.5 to be defined
over k. We want to use this remark to prove 2.9, which answers a question
raised in ([12], Exp. XIV, p. 46). A proof has also been given by Steinberg
(unpublished).

2.9. PROPOSITION. Let k be finite and G be connected. Then G is
generated by its Cartan subgroups which are defined over k.

Let B, B\ T as in 2.8. Since the Cartan subgroups defined over k of a
&-group are the centralizers of its maximal tori defined over k, we see that
the Cartan subgroups defined over k of B or B' are contained in Cartan
subgroups defined over k of G. Consequently, it is enough to consider the
case where G is solvable, where we proceed by induction on dim G. If G is
nilpotent, in particular if d i m G = l , our assertion is obvious. Let U be the
unipotent part of G and N a non-trivial connected normal ^-subgroup of G
contained in the center of U, of minimal dimension. Let H be the subgroup
of G generated by the Cartan subgroups of G defined over k. If we apply
the induction assumption to G/N, and use 2.7, we see that G=H>N. Let T"
be a maximal torus of G/N defined over k and L its inverse image in G.
By 2.7, the maximal tori of L are maximal tori in G, hence the Cartan
subgroups defined over k of L are contained in Cartan subgroups defined over
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k of G. If LφG, then, by induction, L is generated by Cartan subgroups
defined over k. Since iVcL, this proves our assertion in this case.

There remains to consider the case where G/N—T\ Then (2.7), G=T N
where T is a maximal torus defined over k of G. Furthermore, the
assumptions made on N imply that N has no proper non-trivial connected
subgroup normalized by T. In particular, if HDNΦN, then (HΓ)N)° = [e]
and H=T, and since Z(T) is connected [1, §13], we have either Z(T)Γ\N=N,
and then G = Z(T) is its own Cartan subgroup, or Z(T) Π N= [e]. So assume
Z(T) Π N= [e]. In view of the minimality assumption on N, we have Np = [e],
hence ([18], Prop. 1,2, p. 688), j\Γ is isomorphic over H o a product of groups
Ga. In particular iV(£) has at least two elements. Let xzN(k), xΦe. Then
x T x'1 is defined over k. Since Z(T)Γ)N={e} and since in a connected
solvable group, the centralizer and the normalizer of a torus coincide ([1],
Prop. 10.2 p. 52), we have x T x'ιΦT9 hence HΦT, HnNΦ{e} and finally
HDN, G=H.

2.10. Let H be a £-grouρ. As in [3,0.4], we say that it acts k-
morphically on G if it acts £-morphically on the underlying variety of G and
if, for each hzH, the map φh: g\^>h g is an automorphism of G. Then
h\—>{dφh)e is a ^-morphism of H into the group Aut(g) of automorphisms
of the restricted Lie algebra g.

2.11. PROPOSITION. Assume G to be connected. Let S be a k-torus
which acts k-morphtcaίly on G. Then S acts trivially on G if and only if
it acts trivially on g.

The necessity of the condition is obvious.
The set of s € S whose centralizer in g is equal to that of S is a non-

empty open subset A (consisting of the elements which do not annihilate the
non-trivial weights of S in g). Similarly the set B of s € S whose centralizer
in G is equal to Z(S) contains an open non-empty set [3, 1.10, p. 62]. The
sufficiency then follows from [3, 10.1] applied to an element of AπB.

3. Jordan decomposition in the Lie algebra of an algebraic group.

3.1. An element X €Q is semi-simple (resp. nίlpoteni) if it belongs to
the Lie algebra of a subtorus (resp. unipotent subgroup) of G.

(a) Any element X <Ξ g can be written uniquely as X = Xs 4- Xn where
Xs is semi-simple, Xn is nilpotent and [Xs, Xn] = 0. If f: G—>H is a
morphism then df(Xs) = (df(X)\9 df{Xn) = {df(X))n. If G = GLn then
X=XsΛ Xn is the Jordan decomposition of the linear transformation X.

For the proof see [4]. The decomposition X = Xs+Xn is called the
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Jordan decomposition of X, and Xs (resp. Xn) is the semi-simple (resp.
nilpotent) part of X. We state some consequences of (a).

(b) If k is perfect, and X <= g(£), then X,, Xn € g(£).

To see this we may identify G to a ^-subgroup of ίrLn, and then we
use the corresponding fact for the Jordan decomposition of a linear trans-
formation over a perfect field.

(c) Let G be connectedy solvable. Then X € g is nilpotent if and only
if it is tangent to the unipotent part of G.

This follows from the fact that the unipotent radical of G contains all
unipotent elements of G [1, Prop. 10.1, p. 52].

(d) Let G be connected. It is a torus (resp. a unipotent group) if and
only if its Lie algebra consists of semi-simple (resp. nilpotent) elements.

The necessity of the condition is obvious. Let g eG. It belongs to a
Borel subgroup B of G, which, in view of (c) is a torus (resp. unipotent
group). Thus g is semi-simple (resp. unipotent). We then use the fact that
a connected group consisting of semi-simple (resp. unipotent) elements is a
torus (resp. unipotent group) [1, §19].

3.2. PROPOSITION. Let p>0. Then the p-th power operation [p] is
a k-morphism of Q into itself which maps the set of semi-simple (resp.
nilpotent) elements onto (resp. into) itself There exists a power q of p
such that XίQ] — X[

S

Q] for all X <= g. The image of [q] is the set of semi-
simple elements of g.

We may assume gcgln. Then (1.7(b)), Xίp] = Xp, which proves that [p]
is a ^-morphism of g into itself leaving the set of semi-simple (resp. nilpotent)
elements stable. Moreover, XίQ] = 0 if q > n and X is nilpotent. For such
a q we have then, since [Xs, Xn] = 0,

X™ = (Xs+Xn)™ = X{« + XI?1 = X[Q],

which shows that Im[g] consists of semi-simple elements. On the other
hand, [p] is surjective on g if G is a torus (1.7(c)), hence Im[/>s] contains
the set of semi-simple elements of g for every 5 ^ 1 .

3.3. Let X be a non-zero nilpotent element of Q(k). If p = 0, then it is
well known that X is tangent to a unique one-dimensional unipotent
^-subgroup U of G. If Go GLn, then U is the set of elements
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(see, e.g., [8], Prop. 1, p. 159).
However, if p>0, there is not always a one-dimensional unipotent

subgroup U of G whose Lie algebra is spanned by X. We shall come back
to this question in §9.

4. Toral subalgebras.

4.1. PROPOSITION. Let X z g(£) be semi-simple. Then %(X) is the Lie
algebra of Z(X), and Z(X) is defined over k. The conjugacy class Ad G(X)
of X in g is closedy and the map g i—> Ad g(X) induces a k-isomorphism of
G/Z{X) onto AdG(X).

By ([4], 1.5, 1.6, p. 28), Ad G(X) is closed in g, and s(X) is the Lie algebra
of Z(X). Since adX is semi-simple, we have g = j(X) + [X, g]. On the other
hand (1.10), the differential of f: gι-+Aάg(X) at e is — adX. Therefore/
is a separable map of G onto AdG(X), which implies the other assertions of
the proposition.

4.2. DEFINITION. A subalgebra 3 of g is called a toral subalgebra if
it consists of semi-simple elements.

4.3. PROPOSITION. Let % be a toral subalgebra of g which is defined^
over k. Then j(§) is the Lie algebra of Z(β>). The group Z{%) is defined
over k, contains maximal tori of G, and § belongs to the Lie algebra of
every maximal torus of Z(§). The group Z(£)° is equal to N(β)°.

We show first that £ is commutative. Assume it is not. Since ad X
(X e §) is a semi-simple linear transformation of g, there exist then X, Y e § ,
not zero, such that [X, Y] = Y. But then ad Y leaves the two-dimensional
space rtt spanned by X, Y stable, and its restriction to m is non-zero, nilpotent,
a contradiction.

Let X €§(&). Assume first that [X, g]=0. Let T be a maximal torus of
G whose Lie algebra contains X. Since G°cZ(X), by 4.1, X belongs to the
Lie algebra of the group g T g~ι (g<=G°), which runs through all maximal
tori of G as g runs through G\ Thus, if § is central in g, then § belongs
to the Lie algebra of all maximal tori of G, and Z(β>)Z)G°. Since § is defined
over k, Z(%) is defined over a purely inseparable extension of k. But any
subgroup of G containing G° is defined over a separable extension of k, hence

is defined over k if [§, g]=0.
Let now 3 not be central in g. There exists then X € %(k) such that

We have then dimZ(X)^dimG by 4.1. The group Z(X) is defined
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over k, contains a maximal torus T whose Lie algebra contains X. We may
then prove the second assertion by induction on dimG.

Let T be a maximal torus of Z(3)°. Then Z(T) c Z(3)°. Using the
conjugacy of maximal tori in Z(3)°, we see that Λτ(3) = (N(T) Π N(β)) Z(3)°.
Since Z(Γ)cZ(3)° and N(T)° = Z(T)9 it follows that JV(3)° = Z(T>Z(3)° =

4.4. COROLLARY. Let G be a k-group and f: G-+G a separable
surjective morphism. Then /(Z(§)°) .= Z(df($))\

We have /(Z(§)0)cZ(J/(^))0. To prove surjectivity, it is enough, in view
of 4.3, to show that h(df($))=df(%(8)\ which follows from the full reducibility
of adδ3.

4.5. COROLLARY. The maximal toral subalgebras are the Lie algebras
of the maximal tori of G, and are conjugate under G°.

REMARK. Toral subalgebras have also been introduced by Humphreys
in [15, §13]. 4.5 is also proved there.

We shall have to use frequently the known global analogues of the
previous results. For the ease of references, we collect them, and sharpen
them slightly, in the following proposition.

4.6. PROPOSITION. Let H be a k-subgroup of G, S a k-torus of G and
s € G(k) a semi-simple element which normalizes H. Then Z(S) Π H and
Z(s)Γ)H are defined over k, the orbit M = ΊatGH(s) is closed in G> and the
map hi->h s h~ι induces a k-isomorphism of H/(Z(s)C\H) onto M. The
Lie algebra of Z(S)nH (resp. Z(s)nH) is h(S)nί) (resp. j(s)Π fj). // G is
connected, G is a k-group and f: G-+G a surjective k-morphism, then
f{Z{S)) = Z(J{S)) and fifts?) =f(Z{s))\

For the part pertaining to s of the first assertion, see ([3], 10.2,^.128
and 10.3, p. 129), taking into account that the connectedness restrictions made
in 10.3 are superfluous, in view of the facts recalled in 0.1. For the second
assertion about 5, see ([3], 10.1, p. 128).

The group S(ks) contains an element t such that Z(t) = Z(S) ([3], 1.10,
p. 62); consequently, Z(S)θH is defined over ks. Since it is purely inseparable
over k, it is then defined over k. If G is connected, Z(S) is connected by
([1], Prop. 18.4, p. 72).

We now prove the last assertion. Clearly f(Z(S)) c Z(f(SJ). Since both
groups are connected, it suffices to show that they have the same dimension.
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Let N be the kernel of f. By the above, the Lie algebras of Z(S) and
Z(S)nNaxe %(S) and 8(5) Πtl, hence

dim f(Z(S)) = dim Z{β) - dim (Z(5) Π N) = dim d/(3(5)).

But Ad* 5 is fully reducible, whence df($(S)) = %(f(S)) and dim #(3(5))
= dim δ(/(5)) = dim Z(/(5)). The proof of the equality f(Z(s)°) = Z(f(s))° is
quite similar.

4.7. PROPOSITION. Let G be connected, solvable, and % a toral sub-
algebra of g. Then N(β) and Z(&) are equal, and connected.

Let T be a maximal torus of Z(8). Then Set, hence Z(T)cZ(8). Let
xzN(&). Then .r T .z"1 is a maximal torus of Z(§)°, and there exists
yzZ(β,y such that yxeN(T), which shows that N($)cN(T)-Z($)°. But Z(T)
is equal to N(T) ([1], Prop. 10.2, p. 52), and is connected ([1], Thm. 13.2,
p. 60), whence N(T)aZ(β)\ and

4.8. A Lie subalgebra of g is algebraic if it is the Lie algebra of an
algebraic subgroup. In the remaining part of this paragraph, we reprove some
known results on algebraic Lie algebras.

Let p = 0. Then the Lie algebra of the intersection of two algebraic
subgroups is the intersection of the Lie algebras of the two subgroups*
Therefore, if M is a subset of g, there is a unique smallest algebraic subgroup,
to be denoted <Jl(M), whose Lie algebra contains M, namely the intersection
of all algebraic subgroups whose Lie algebras contain M. If M is a subspace
of g, defined over k, then <Jl(M) is defined over k. If X is a non-zero nilpotent
element of g, then Jl(X) is the one-dimensional group constructed in 3.3.

If pφO, then the opening statement of the preceding paragraph may be
false, as is already shown by the example (1.17) of the tori in SL2 in
characteristic two.

4.9. PROPOSITION. Let $ be a toral subalgebra of g.
(i) If p=0, then <Jf(8) is a torus.
(ii) ([13], Prop. 2, p. 5) // p>0, then § is algebraic if and only if

3[pl c 8.

§ belongs to the Lie algebra of a torus, whence (i).
To prove (ii), we may assume that G is a torus (4.3), and, by going

over to an extension of k, that G splits over k.
If § is algebraic, then 3[ί?] = 3. Assume conversely that § [ p ] c3. We have

then g[pl = §. It is elementary that this implies
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where g0 is the fixed point set of [p] (see 1.7(c)). There exists then a direct
summand Y of X# — X^(G), of rank equal to dim 3, such that f(Y® k) = 3, in
the notation of 1.7(c). But then the images in G of the elements of Y
generate a subtorus of G whose Lie algebra is 3.

4.10. LEMMA. Let p=0. Let X € g be either semi-simple or nilpotent.
Let V be a finite dimensional vector space over k and f: G —> GL(V) be a
morphism. Let W be a subs pace of V stable under df(X). Then f(g)(W)
cW for all g z JL{X).

Let X be nilpotent. Then it follows from 3.3 that f{g) (g <= Jl(X)) is a
polynomial in df(X), hence f{g) leaves W stable.

Let now X be semi-simple. We may assume k to be algebraically closed.
Then dfiX) is diagonalizable over k, and it suffices to consider the case
where W is spanned by one element, say Y. Since cJl(X) is a torus, f(Jl(X))
is also diagonalizable. Let then (Xt) (1 r=g i ^ n) be a basis of V and at be
characters of Jl(X) such that f(t)-Xt = tai-Xt (i = 1, , n). We have then
df(U) Xi = dai(U)-Xί for U in the Lie algebra of Jί(X) (i = 1 , . . ,rc).
Write df(X) Y = a-Y and Y^ZctXr, let J be the set of indices for which
CiΦQ. Then ct = dat{X) (z e J). Since <Jl(X) is the smallest torus whose Lie
algebra contains X, this implies that the at

9s (i £ J) are equal to one another,
hence Y is an eigenvector of <Jl(X).

4.11. PROPOSITION. Let p=0. A subalgebra ΐ) of g is algebraic if
and only if it satisfies the following conditions:

( i) X <= ί) implies Xsy Xnzΐ)
(ii) if X eί) is semi-simple, then the Lie algebra of <Jl{X) belongs to ίj.

The necessity of these conditions is obvious. Let us assume conversely
that they are fulfilled. Let L be the algebraic subgroup of G generated by
the groups < ?̂(X), (X <Ξ f)(£), X semi-simple or nilpotent). Then, by 4.10, ί) is
stable under AdβL. It follows then from 1.16 that the Lie algebra ί of L is
spanned by the elements Ad x(X) (x £ L X £ ΐ) X semi-simple or nilpotent).
Therefore Icϊ). But I D ! ) in view of (i); hence l = £), and ή is algebraic.

4.12. COROLLARY. Let V be a finite dimensional vector space over
k and G —> GL(V) a morphism. Let f) be a subalgebra of g, and W a
subs pace of V such that dβ$χW)<z W. Then f(JL§)) (W)c W.

Let ί = (X£0, df(X)(W)cW}. Since th§ sejrcύ-simple and the nilpotent
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parts of a linear transformation Y are polynomials in Y, it follows from 3.1(a)
that I verifies the condition (i) of 4.9. By 4.10, it also fulfills condition (ii)
of 4.11, hence I is algebraic. The connected algebraic group L with Lie
algebra ί is generated by the subgroups <Jl(X) (X € I, X semi-simple or
nilpotent), hence L leaves Testable (4.10). Moreover, since I D I), we have
Z o A β ) .

4.13. COROLLARY. Let I) be a subalgebra of g. Assume ή to be
spanned by algebraic subalgebras. Then ί) is algebraic.

We may write ϊ) = ϊ)i + +%, with ί)t algebraic (l^i^q). Let H\ be
the connected group with Lie algebra ί)i? and L the group generated by the
H t 's. We have [ή t ,ή]cή whence AdσHt(fy) = ΐ) by 4.12, and therefore
Ads L(ίj) = ί). But ί is generated by subalgebras of the form Ad g(f)ι) (g £ L,
l^i^q) by 1.16, therefore Icί), and finally t = ί).

REMARK. 4.11 to 4.13 are known results of Chevalley [8].

5. Inseparable isogenies.

5.1. In this paragraph, we assume p Φ 0. An inseparable k-isogeny of
height 1 n: G —• H of ^-groups is a ^-isogeny such that the image of k[H]
under the comorphism π° contains (k[G])p. The next result is known (see [21],
Theorem 1 or [7], §3). It is a very special result about the existence of
quotients in group schemes (for which we refer to [12], exp. V). For the
convenience of the reader a sketch of a proof is given below.

5.2. PROPOSITION. Let m be an ideal in g, which is stable under the
p-th power operation and under Ad(G), and which is defined over k. Then
there exists a k-group G/xn and a purely inseparable k-isogeny n of height
1, which has the following properties:

(i) Kerdπ = m,
(ii) if n\ G—*G' is a purely inseparable k-isogeny with Ker n Dttl, then

there exists a unique k-isogeny θ: G/xn —• G such that it = θ o π%

The pair (G/xn, π) is unique up to k-isomorphism.

The proof of uniqueness is standard and will be left to the reader. Let
A = k[G]. By §1, Q(k) is an algebra of derivations of A and so is xn(k). Let
B be the ring of invariants of m in A:

B= {azA,Xa = Q for all Xexn(k)} .
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Since Bl)k[Ap], a well-known argument shows that B is finitely generated
over k (see, e.g., [22], p. 50, Lemma 10). Moreover if / is an extension of k,
then B®kl is canonically imbedded in A®kl, which is a reduced ring (i.e., a
ring without nilpotents Φ 0), because G is defined over k. It follows that
B®kl is reduced.

We conclude that B is the ^-algebra of a variety G/tn which is defined
over k. The injection B-^A induces a morphism of ^-varieties π: G^G/m
which is bijective on G(k) (since Bl)k[Ap]). We next prove that G/m is an
algebraic group and that π is a homomorphism. It will follow that π is a
^-isogeny.

Let μ' A—>A® k A define the group law on G. It suffices to prove that
μB is contained in the subring B® B of A® A, Let X<= m(&). Then the
right invariance of X implies by 1.2(1) that (X® iά)μb = 0 for b e B. The
invariance of πt under Ad(G) implies that (id® X)μb = 0 for b e B. From
these two facts it follows that μBcB® B. To finish the existence proof it
remains to be shown that Ker dτc = m. Let XzQ(k). The canonical image Y
of X in the Lie algebra of G/rrt is obtained as follows (see 1.5). Let b € B,
μb = yZibί®b'i, then Yb = liiXbi(e)b'i. From this it is clear that m c Ker dn.
Next let XzKexdπ:. Then %Xbi{e)bfi = 0. Taking (as we may) the b\ to be
linearly independent, we get Xb^e) = 0. Clearly Ker dπ is invariant under
Ad(G), which implies that Xbt = 0. Since b — %b'i(e)biy we see, finally, that
Xb=0 for bzB, X€ Ker dπΠQ(k). The proof will be finished if we show:
if k is algebraically closed and if X s g , Xb = 0 for all b € B, then Xexn.

We may then take G to be connected. Let L (resp. M) be the quotient
field of the integral domain A (resp. B). L is a purely inseparable extension
of M of height 1, n = m®kM is an algebra of deriviations of L / M and M is
exactly the field of invariants of n. We can now apply the Galois theory of
purely inseparable extensions of height 1, due to Jacobson, to get the desired
result (see [6], Prop. 6, p. 194). To prove (ii), let / : C—>A be the L-algebra
homomorphism defining π. Then Kerdπ'Drn implies that/(C)c J3, whence
the result.

5.3. PROPOSITION. Let S be a subtorus of G -which is not contained
in the center of G and whose Lie algebra % is central in g. Then there
exists an algebraic group G' and a purely inseparable isogeny n\ G^> G\
whose differential dπ has kernel & and such that the Lie algebra %' of
S— 7t{S) is non-central in g'. The algebra g' is the direct sum of dπ(Q)
and 8'.

Let Φ=Φ(5, G) be the set of roots of G with respect to S. By 2.11,
Φ(5, G) ̂  0. g is the direct sum of the Lie algebra g(<S) of Z(S) (see (4.6))
and of the root spaces
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Qa = [X € g| Ad(s)X = saX for s z S] ,

where aeΦ.
The differential of a: S-^GLλ can be identified with a linear form on §

and we have [Y\X] = da(Y)X for Y € 3, X € ĝ . The form Jα is zero if and
only if a is divisible by p in the character group X*(S) of S.

Let c be the smallest positive integer such that Φς£ />C+1X*(S). § is
central in g if and only if c^l. We prove the first statement of 5.3 by
induction on c.

From 4.3 it follows that 5.2 is applicable with m = S. Let Gx = G/3,
let πt: G-^Gt be the isogeny of 5.2. Let S, = Tt^S). From ^ ( 8 ) = 0 it
follows that the transposed homomorphism tπί: X"%SΊ) —> X*(S) maps X^(ASΊ)

into pX*(S). If Cj has the same meaning for ASΊ as c for S we have ĉ  < c.
If Ci=0, we can take G = Gί9 π = πu iί Cχ>0 we can apply induction to get
the required pair (G\ n).

To prove the last assertion, it suffices, by dimensions, to show that
Jτr(g)Π 8' - 0. Let X € g, Jτr(X) € 8'. Write X = X5 + Xn according to 3.1(a).
Then dπ(Xs) + dπ(Xn) is in 8', hence semi-simple. By 3.1 this means that
X n € Ker 6?7Γ = 8. But 8 consists of semi-simple elements, hence Xn = 0. So
X is semi-simple. By 4.2, X and § are contained in the Lie algebra t of a
maximal torus T of G. Replacing G by T, we are reduced to prove the
assertion for the case that G is a torus. 4.9 (ii) then shows that § is the Lie
algebra of a subtorus of G. We may then assume S = (GLi)m

9 G = (GLi)n

9

with the imbedding (xl9 ,xm)\-^{xι, ,xm, 1, ,1). The isogeny
7C: G-+G can then be described as follows, identifying G' with (GLx)n:

where the α̂  are />-powers > 1. Identifying g and g' with n-dimensional
space, we have

dπ(xl9 ,xn) = (0, ,0, j : m + 1 , * ,α:n),

and 8' consists of the elements ( ^ , , xn9 0, , 0) of g'. This shows that
dπ(Q)n§' = 0, as had to be proved.

6. Regular elements, Cartan subalgebras, subgroups of type (C).

6.1. Regular elements. For X € g, the nilspace of X is the space of
elements in g annihilated by some power of ad X, and nil (X) denotes the
dimension of the nilspace of X, i.e., the multiplicity of the eigenvalue zero
of ad X. If X is semi-simple, the nilspace of X is then j(X).
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We may write

det(adX-T) = Tm (P0(X) + PX(X).T + + Pn-m(λ>T"-™),

(n = dim g), where T is an indeterminate, and the P t 's are non-identically
vanishing polynomial functions on g, denned over k. Then X is regular if
and only if P0(X) Φ 0. The set R(Q) of regular elements of g is therefore
open, non-empty.

6.2. LEMMA. Let X^Q and X=Xs-\-Xn its Jordan decomposition.
( i ) X is regular if and only if Xs is regular.
(ii) Let p>0. Then X is regular if and only if X[p] is regular.
(iii) Let k be infinite. Then R(Q)ΠQ(k) is Zariski-dense in Q. The space

Q(k) contains regular semi-simple elements.

( i ) Since ad X = ad Xs + ad Xn is the Jordan decomposition of ad X
(3.1), adX has the same eigenvalues as adX5, hence nil(X) = nil(X s).

(ii) Since Q is restricted, adX [ ί ? ] = (adX)p, hence nil(X)=nil(X [ p ]).
(iii) The set of regular elements is open non-empty, and Q(k) is Zariski-

dense in g, whence the first part of (iii). Let X € g(&) be regular. If />=0,
then Xs € g(£), and is regular by (i). If p>0, there is a power q of p such
that X[Q] = X\q] (3.2). But then X[Q] is regular (by (ii)), semi-simple, and
rational over k.

6. 3. LEMMA. Let S be a torus in G. Let Φ=Φ(<S, G) be the set of roots
of G with respect to S, and Φ' the set of azΦ whose differential da is
zero. The set Rs ofXzδ such that da(X)φO ( α ^ Φ - Φ ' ) is the set of
elements X z § for which j(X) = 3(§), and is non-empty open in S. If X e RSy

then Z(X)° = Z(§)°. If S is a maximal torus, then R% consists of regular
elements of g. If k is infinite and § is defined over k, then

(In this statement, the differential db of a morphism b: S —> GLX is
identified to a linear form on 3.)

For a character b of S, let

( 1 ) 8^ = 8*= {Xeg,Ads.X = 5* X , (szS)} .

We have then

( 2 ) β = ββΘSα. Bα.

Moreover,

( 3 ) [X,Y] = db(X)-Y, (X<=S,yeg6);
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consequently:

(4)

(5)

from which our first assertion follows. The second one is then a consequence
of 4.3. Since Rs is open and non-empty, its intersection with £(&) is not
empty if k is infinite. Let finally S be a maximal torus. By 6.2, g has a
regular semi-simple element Y, which belongs necessarily to a maximal toral
subalgebra of g. By conjugacy, § then contains regular semi-simple elements
of g. But, clearly, nil(X) = min nil(Y) (Y € $), if X<=i?g, which implies our
last assertion.

If k is finite, g(&) does not always contain regular elements. It was shown
however by Chevalley that this is the case if G is the adjoint group of a
semi-simple group (see [12] Exp. XIV, Appendix by J.-P. Serre). We outline
briefly how the same method can be used for any reductive group.

6.4. PROPOSITION. Let k be finite and G be reductive. Then Q(k)
contains regular elements.

One shows first (loc. cit. lemme 1) that it suffices to consider the case
where G is quasi-simple over k. Let T be a maximal torus of G which is
defined over k, and Φ=Φ(T, G). Let Φ' be the set of a e Φ whose differential
is identically zero. By 6.3, X Ξ g is regular if and only if da(X) φ 0 for all

The Galois group Γ = Gal(k/k) operates on T(k), on Φ, and leaves Φ'
stable. It is proved in loc. cit. Lemme 3, that one can choose T in such a
way that there are r = d i m T roots αl9 ,αr9 which form a basis of the
lattice spanned by the roots, and such that Φ = U t Γ α t. It suffices then to
exhibit X e t(k) such that dαt(X) φ 0 whenever Λ ^ Φ - Φ ' , i = 1, , r. Such
an element exists by lemme 4, of loc. cit.

6.5. DEFINITION. A Cαrtαn subαlgebrα of Q is the centralizer in g of
the Lie algebra of a maximal torus of G. A subgroup of type (C) of G is
the identity component of the centralizer in G of the Lie algebra of a
maximal torus of G.

In view of 6.6, 6.7 below, these notions are equivalent to those introduced
in ([12], Exp. XIΠ) under the same terminology. A subgroup of type (C)
always contains a Cartan subgroup, but it niay be bigger; for example, in.
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characteristic two, SL2 is its own subgroup of type (C), while its Cartan
subgroups are its maximal tori.

6.6. PROPOSITION, (i) Two Cartan subalgebras of g (resp. subgroups

of type (C) of G) are conjugate.
(ii) The transform of a subgroup of type (C) of G (resp. Cartan

subalgebra of g) by an automorphism of G (resp. the differential of an
automorphism of G) is a subgroup of type (C) (resp. a Cartan subalgebra).

(iii) The Cartan subalgebras defined over k of g are the Lie algebras
of the subgroups of type (C) defined over k of G.

(i) and (ii) follow from the definitions and the conjugacy of maximal tori,
(iii) from the definitions and 4.3.

6.7. PROPOSITION. Let 1) be a subalgebra (not necessarily restricted)
of g. The following conditions are equivalent:

( i ) ί) is a Cartan subalgebra of g
(ii) fj is the nilspace of a regular element
(iii) ή is the centralizer of a regular semi-simple element
(iv) ϊj is nilpotent, equal to its normalizer.

If those conditions are fulfilled, ϊj is maximal nilpotent, contains one and
only one maximal toral subalgebra t of g, and t is the set of all semi-simple
elements of' £).

The equivalence of (i), (ii), (iii) follows from 6.2, 6.3 and from the fact
that the nilspace of X is equal to the centralizer of Xs.

We now prove that (i) implies (iv) and the last assertion. By assumption
ί) = 3(t), where t is a maximal toral subalgebra of g. Let Xzt be such that
ί) = $(X); such an X exists and is regular by 6.3. Let n be the normalizer of
ί). It is stable under AdGT, hence, in the notation of 6.3:

n = g0 -f-Σα e φnngα.

On the other hand

V ~ So + Σα€φ,ώα(X) = ogα •

Let Y € tin Qa. Then [X, Y]=da(X) Y e f), hence da(X)=0, and Y el). Thus
ί) = n. The algebra ϊj is algebraic (6.6), therefore Zeί) implies Zs, Zn € ΐ), and,
by 4.3, Zs € t, which shows that t contains all semi-simple elements of ί).
This also proves that [Z, U] = [Zn, U] (U € Ij). Consequently, ad Z, restricted
to ή is nilpotent. £) is then nilpotent by EngePs theorem. Let finally m be
a nilpotent algebra containing fj. If ΐ) Φ m, then the normalizer of ί) in m is
riot equal to ϊj, a contradiction with what has already bsen proved.
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(iv)—^>(i). Let X € I). By 3.1 and standard facts on linear transformations,
adXs and adXn are polynomials in adX, hence Xs, Xn normalize ίj, and
therefore belong to ϊj. But the restriction of adX s to ϊ) is nilpotent, since ΐ)
is nilpotent, and semi-simple since Xs is semi-simple. Therefore Xs is in the
center of ϊ), and the set § of all semi-simple elements of £) is a toral
subalgebra, central in ΐ). We want to prove that § is maximal. Let t be a
maximal toral subalgebra containing §. If § Φ t, then the fixed point set V
of § in g/l) is not zero. The image of ΐ) in Ql(V) consists of nilpotent
transformations, hence, by Engel's theorem, fy has a non-trivial fixed point set
in V but this contradicts the assumption ϊj = n(ί)). Thus § = t, and ί) c j(t).
By the first part of the proof, g(t) is nilpotent, and therefore lj = g(t).

6.8. PROPOSITION, (a) Let C be a subgroup of type (C) of G, and t
the maximal toral subalgebra of its Lie algebra c. The following conditions
are equivalent: (i) C is defined over k, (ii) c is defined over k, (iii) t is
defined over k.

(b) Let k be infinite. A subgroup H of G (resp. subalgebra ϊj of Q)
is of type (C), defined over k (resp. a Cart an subalgebra defined over k)
if and only if it is the identity component of the centralizer in G {resp.
the centralizer in g) of a regular semi-simple element of Q contained
in Q(k).

(a) Clearly ( i )=φ(i i ) . Let c be defined over k. By 6.7, t is the set of
all semi-simple elements of c, hence is defined over k (3.2). This proves that
(ii) — ) • (iii). We have C=Z(t)° by definition, hence (iii) —^> (i) follows from
4.3.

(b) follows from (a), 4.3 and 6.3.

6.9. LEMMA. Let H be a closed connected subgroup of G whose Lie
algebra contains a Cartan subalgebra c of g. Then H = iV(ϊj)0, has finite
index in its normalizer, and is the only closed connected subgroup of G
with Lie algebra fj.

Obviously, H e N(ψ. Let now g € N(fy, Then, (6.6) c and Ad g(c) axe
both Cartan subalgebras of I), and we may find therefore he H such that
h~ι*g €N(t\ whence N$)czH N(c). By 6.7, c is equal to its normalizer in
g; therefore, if C is a subgroup of type (C) of H with Lie algebra c, we have
C = N(c)°. From this we get (H-N(c))° = H C = H, and N(ψcH. Since
N(H)<zN(fy, it follows that H has finite index in its normalizer. Finally, the
equality H=N(§)° shows the uniqueness of H.

6.10. PROPOSITION, (a) Let H be α closed connected subgroup of G,
whose Lie algebra ί) is defined over k, and contains a Cartan subalgebra
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of g. Then H is defined over k and is separably generated by its subgroups
of type (C) defined over k.

(b) Let G be a k-group and f: G°-^G a surjective separable k-
morphism. Then f {res p. df) maps the set of k-sub groups of type (C) of
G {resp. of Cartan subalgebras of g) defined over k onto the set of subgroups
of type (C) of G (resp. of Cartan subalgebras of g') defined over k.

(i) We prove first (a) when k is infinite. In view of 6.6 (iii), 1.16, it
suffices to show that g is spanned by its Cartan subalgebras which are defined
over k. Let XzQ(k). We let Y be equal to Xs if ρ=0, to XίQ] if pφO
where q is a power of p big enough so that ZίQ] = 0 for all nilpotent Z € g
(3.2). We have [X, Y] - 0 and Y € g(£). If X is regular, so is Y (6.2) and
S(Y) is a Cartan subalgebra of g, defined over k (6.8). Thus X belongs to a
Cartan subalgebra defined over k. Since i?(g)Πg(£) is dense in g (6.2), this
proves our assertion.

(ii) We now prove (b). In view of 6.6, it suffices to prove the part of
(b) pertaining to df. Let n = ker df. Let c be a Cartan subalgebra defined
over k and t its maximal toral subalgebra. t is defined over k (6. 8). Let T
be a maximal torus of G whose Lie algebra is t. Since / is separable, df is
surjective, and df(t) = t' is the Lie algebra of T" =/(T), which is a maximal
torus of G ([1], §22). adf lt is a commutative algebra of semi-simple trans-
formations, which leaves n stable. There exists then a subspace αcg stable
under adfl t and such that g = α 0 n. We have j(t) = %(t)Γ\a + $(t)Γ)n. This
implies immediately that

df(c) = d/Wt)) = h(dffi) = δ(t'),

hence df(t) is a Cartan subalgebra defined over k.
Let now C" be a subgroup of type (C) of G defined over k and

H =f~1(C')°. The group H is defined over k (since / is separable), and
contains a maximal torus of G ([1], §22). Let us show that a subgroup C of
type (C) of H is also of type (C) in G. Let T be a maximal torus of C. It
is maximal in H, hence in G, and maps onto a maximal torus T' of C".
Then t = g(t'). Let b be a subspace of g, supplementary to ί), and stable
under Adq T. Then df maps b isomorphically onto a supplement of c' in g',
hence a(t')Πdβjb) = 0. It follows that g(t)Πb = O. Since j(t) is sum of its
intersections with ΐ) and b, we see that c is the centralizer of t in g.

Let now k be infinite. Then, by (i), ί) has a Cartan subalgebra defined
over k. By what has already been proved, c is a Cartan subalgebra of g and
df(c) is a Cartan subalgebra of c', hence is equal to c'.

Let k be finite. Then H has a maximal torus T defined over k (2.7),
c=3(t) is a Cartan subalgebra of g defined over k, contained in ϊ), and
df(t) = c'.
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(iii) There remains to prove (a) for k finite. Let B9 B', T be as in 2.8.
Since the maximal tori of B, B' are maximal in G, the Cartan subalgebras
defined over k of b or b' are contained in Cartan subalgebras defined over k
of g. In view of 2.8, we are reduced to the case where G is solvable. We
proceed by induction on dim G. There is nothing to prove if G is nilpotent,
in particular if d i m G = l . Let N be a non-trivial normal closed connected
subgroup of G, contained in the center of the unipotent radical of G, minimal
for these properties. Let / : G—*G' = G/N be the canonical projection. Let
α be the subspace of g spanned by the Cartan subalgebras defined over k of
g. In view of (ii) and of the induction assumption, applied to G', we have
g = α + π. Let T" be a maximal torus defined over k of G and H=f~χT').
Let T be a maximal torus defined over k of H. We have H =T N (semi-
direct). If T'φG\ then HΦG, and, by induction assumption, ί) is spanned
by its Cartan subalgebras defined over k. But T is a maximal torus of G,
too, hence the Cartan subalgebras defined over k of ΐ) axe contained in Cartan
subalgebras defined over k of g. Since ncΐ), we have g = α in this case. So
assume G = H = T N. The subgroup C = Z(t)° of G is of type (C), defined
over k, and contains T. Then CπN is normal connected in G. By the
minimality assumption on N, we have either CdN= N, and G=C, in which
case our assertion is proved, or CΓ\N= {e}. So assume T — C Then t is
not central in g, and there exists X € t(k) not central in g. Then (4.3),
Z(X)«ΦG whence again Z(X)° = T and g(X) = t. We claim that Z = X + Y is
semisimple for any F ^ n . In fact, since Zn e n, we see, by considering the
projection of G onto G/N^T, and using 3.1, that Zs = X+U (U α ) . Since
Π is commutative, we have then

hence Zn=0, U=Y. We see also that a(X+Y)nn = 0. Thus X+Y is regular,
and, if Yzn(k), j(X+Y) is a Cartan subalgebra defined over k. It follows
that the space α spanned by the Cartan subalgebras defined over k of g
contains t and X+n(k). It is then elementary that α = g.

6.11. COROLLARY. Let H, K be closed subgroups of G. Assume that
H is connected and that ί) contains a Cartan subalgebra of g. Then Ha K
if and only if Ijc ϊ.

This follows from 6.10, with k standing for a common field of definition
for G, H, K.

6.12. LEMMA. Let G be connected, and T be a maximal torus of G.
Then T is defined over k if and only if Z(T) is.
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If T is defined over k, then so is Z(T) by (4.6). The group Z(T) being
connected, nilpotent, the converse follows from the fact that if a connected
nilpotent group H is defined over k, then the unique maximal torus S of H
is defined over k. This was noticed first in ([17], Prop. 9, p. 37), and follows
from the fact that, for a suitable power q of p, the map χ\-^xQ is &-morphism
of varieties of H onto S.

6.13. PROPOSITION. Let H, K be two subgroups of type (C) (resp.
Cartan subgroups, resp. maximal tori) of G and α, b two Cartan subalgebras
(resp. maximal toral subalgebras) of Q. If H, K (resp. α, b) are defined
over k, then Ύr(H, K) (resp. Tr(α, δ)) is defined over k, and H, K (resp. α, b)
are conjugate under G(ks). The group N(H) (resp. N(a)) is defined over k
if and only if H (resp. a) is so.

The Lie algebra of N(a) is α if α is a Cartan subalgebra, g(α) if α is a
maximal toral subalgebra (4. 3). Taking 6.8 into account, it follows that α is
defined over k if N(ά) is so. If H is of type (C) or is a Cartan subgroup, it
is the identity component of N(H). If H is a maximal torus, then it is the
unique maximal torus of the Cartan subgroups Z(H)° = N(H)° of G°. Using
6.12 in the latter case, we see that H is defined over k if N(H) is so.

To prove the remaining part of the proposition, we may assume H, K, a, b
to be defined over k. Then Ύτ(H,K) and Tr(α, b) are defined over purely
inseparable extensions of k, and it suffices to prove that they are defined over
ks. For the rest of the proof we may (and shall) assume k to be separably
closed.

Let α be a Cartan subalgebra, t its maximal toral subalgebra. Since k is
infinite, there exists X € α(&), regular, semi-simple, and we have Z(X)° = Z(t)°
by 6.3. Let M=AάG(X). Then M is closed and / : g\-*h&g(X) is a
surjective separable &-morphism of G onto M (4.1). Let us show that M
and α intersect transversally. Let g e G be such that Y — Ad g(X) € α. Then
Y £ t and 8(Y) = α, hence g £ N(a). But N(a)° = Z(X)° by 6.9 therefore Mn a
is zero-dimensional and the intersection is proper. Since MΓ\ α is an orbit of
JV[α), it suffices to check transversality at X. The space T(M)X is the translate
by X of [X, Q] (see 1.10). Since X is semi-simple, g = 3(X)0[X,g] = α + [X,g],
which yields our assertion. By conjugacy, M is transversal to any Cartan
subalgebra. In particular MΓ\ b is defined over k (1.13) and its points are
rational over k (recall that k — ks here). A simple application of 1.13 shows
then that Tr(α, b) = f~1(Mθh) is defined over k and has points rational over
k. Also, N(a) = Tr(α, α) is defined over k. This settles the proposition for
Cartan subalgebras, hence also, in view of 6.8 and 4.3, for maximal toral
subalgebras and for subgroups of type (C).

The argument for Cartan subgroups is quite similar, but proceeds in the
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group rather than in the Lie algebra, and we outline it briefly. Let T be
the unique maximal torus of H. It is denned over k (6.12) and we may find
xzT(k) such that Z(x)°=H< The conjugacy class M=IntG(x) is closed and
g\—^g x g"1 is a surjective separable £-morρhism of G onto M (4.6). Using
1.13 and the conjugacy of Cartan subgroups we see exactly as above that it
suffices to check that M and H intersect transversally. If g x g~ι zH, then
x is a regular semi-simple element of H, Z(g x g'1)0 = H, and g € N{H).
Thus MπH is zero dimensional, hence the intersection is proper. Since
MπH is an orbit of N(H), there remains to check transversality at x. By
1.10, T(M)X is the translate by x of (1— Ad.r)(g). Since x is semi-simple,
g = g(χ) + (l—Ad cXg) = f) +(1-Adα:)(g), whence the result. By 6.12 this also
implies the corresponding assertion for maximal tori.

6.14. COROLLARY. Let % be a toral subalgebra of G defined over k.
Then Z(%) is defined over k.

In fact, Z(§) consists of finitely many components of iSΓ(8), hence is defined
over ks, and on the other hand, Z(β) is purely inseparable over k.

7. Varieties of subgroups. In §§7, 8, for an extension k' of k in K,
Ck> denotes the category of extension fields of k in K, where the morphίsms

are the inclusion homomorphisms. For k' e Ck, k' is the algebraic closure of
k in K, k's the separable closure of k' in k', and T(k) the Galois group of
k'8 over k\

7.1. A (G, &)-set M is a set with the following properties:
( i ) G(K) operates on M. For each m e M, the isotropy group of m is

the set of X-points of an algebraic subgroup of G, to be denoted Gm.
(ii) There is given an inclusion preserving map k'\-+M(k') from Ck to

subsets of M, such that M = M(K) and M(k') is stable under G{k).
(iii) For k € CΛ, Γ(^') operates on M(k's) continuously, (Γ(&') being

endowed with the usual pro-finite topology, and M(k's) with the discrete
topology, (see [2])). We have

( 1 ) °(g.m) = *g-sm, (g € G(k's\ m € M(k's\ s

and for k<zkck"<zK, the following diagram

Γ(k') x M(k's) > M(k't)

V I' V
T(k") x M(k'') M(
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where i is the inclusion map, and j the natural restriction homomorphism, is
commutative.

The (G,£)-set is homogeneous if G(K) acts transitively on M.
We can view M as a functor from Ck to sets. Our conditions mean that

the functors G: k'\-+G(k') and Γ: kf\-^T{k) operate on M, and verify a
compatibility relation (1).

A (G,kyset defines in an obvious way a (G, &')- set for every k' eCk.
If G is a £-group, and f:G'—>G is a &-morphism, then G\K) operates

on M, and M is a (G', £)-set. It is homogeneous if M is so and / is
surjective.

7.2. Examples, (a) Let X be a ^-variety on which G acts &-morphically,
transitively and separably. Then M = X(K), with M(k) = X(k'\ (k' € CΛ), is
a homogeneous (G, £)-set.

(b) Let V be a ^-variety. We recall that to a ^-subvariety W of V
(k £ CΛ), and to 5 € Γ(&') there is associated a conjugate ^-subvariety, to be
denoted SW. In this way T(k') operates on the set of ^-subvarieties of V.
Assume that G operates ^-morphically on V. Then G(K) operates on the
set M of i£-subvarieties of V, which is easily seen to be a (G,£)-set, M(Jz)
being by definition the set of elements of M{K) which are defined over k'
(kf € Ck). An orbit Q of G{K) in M such that Q(k's) is stable under Γ{k') for
every k' € CA is then a homogeneous (G, £)-set. In this case, Q(k') is the
fixed point set of T(k') in M(k't).

In this paper, we shall be interested only in two special cases of this
situation, namely:

(i) V = G, operated upon by inner automorphisms, M is a conjugacy
class of closed subgroups

(ii) V = g, operated upon by the adjoint representation, and M is a
conjugacy class of subalgebras.

In both cases Gm is the normalizer of m in G.

7.3. Let M be a homogeneous (G,£)-set. Then M=G(K)/Gm(K), which
allows one to identify M with the set of K-points of a K-variety X on which
G operates separably and transitively. We want to give conditions under
which the field of definition of X can be brought down to k. More precisely,
let X be a /^-variety and φ a map from X(K) to M(K). We shall say that
(X, φ), or simply X, is the (G, k)-variety of elements of M, or that M is
defined over k, or that the functor M is representable, and represented by X,
if it satisfies the following conditions:

(A) G operates k-morphically, transitively and separably on X, and φ
is a G{K)-equivariant bijection of X(K) onto M which induces an iso-
morphism of (G, k)-sets.
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Clearly (X,φ) is also the (G, k')-variety of elements in M for k' € Ck. It
is immediate, and will follow from 7.5 (i), that (X,<p) is determined up to a
unique ^-isomorphism by (A), which justifies calling X "the" ^-variety of
elements in M. Note that in order to show that φ is compatible with 7.1
(ii), (iii) it is enough to check:

(B) M{k) is the set of fixed points of T(k) in M(k'9). The map φ is
a G(K)-equίvariant bijection of X(K) onto M(K) which, for every k' € Ck,
induces a Y(k')-equivariant bijection of X(k's) onto M(k's).

In fact, since the fixed point set of I\k') in X(k's) is X(k'), φ induces then
a G(£')-equivariant bijection of X(k') onto M(k')9 for every k € Ck, and all our
conditions are fulfilled.

7.4. LEMMA. Let M be a homogeneous (G,k)-set and (X,φ) the (G,k)-
variety of elements in M. Let G be a k-group and f: G:' —• G a surjective
k-morphism. Assume that Q is spanned by df(Q') and by the Lie algebra
of some isotropy group Gm(m £ M). Then (X, φ), acted upon by G' via f
is the (G\ k)-variety of elements in M, viewed as a (G\ k)-set.

Let a € X{K). By assumption T(X)a is the image of g under the
differential of the morphism g\-^>g a. By the condition imposed on df it
follows that T(X)a is the image of g' under the differential of the morphism
g'\-^f(g') a of G' onto X, hence G' acts on X transitively and separably.
It is then clear^that the other conditions in 7.3 are fulfilled for G\

7.5. LEMMA. Let G' be a k-groupy and f:G—>G a surjective k-
morphism. Let M' (resp. M) be a homogeneous (G',k)-set (resp. (G,k)-set).
Assume that g is spanned by df(Qr) and the Lie algebra of Gm (m € M).
Let (X\φ) and (X,φ) be (G',k)- and {G,k)-variety structures on M' and
M respectively. Let λ : M' —* M be an fequivariant map which, for each
extension k' of k in K, induces a Y(k)-equivariant map of M\k's) into
M(k's).

(i) There exists a unique fequivariant k-morphism ψ: X'—>X which
coincides with φ~ι o ^ o ^ ' on X(K). The map ψ is surjective, separable.

(ii) Let k' be an extension of k in K. Let mzM{k'), and a — φ~ι{rn).
Then ψ~1(a) is the' k -variety of elements in X~ι(m), acted upon in the natural
way by f~\Ga){K).

In view of 7.4, we may assume that G=G' and f is the identity,
(i) Let a 6 X'(ks), m—φ'{ά), m = \(m), a — φ~ι{jrι). The groups Ga = Gm

and Ga, = Gm, axe defined over k'g; moreover, GvcG α , since λ is a G-morphism.



476 A. BόREL AND T. A. SPRΪNCER

Let μ: G/Ga> —» G/Ga be the canonical projection. It is a surjective separable
£s-morphism. The maps g\^>g a and g^^g-a' define ^-isomorphisms cc:
G/Ga ^ X and a : G/Ga, -> X such that

on X'{K). Let ψ = a o μ o #'"\ It is a separable sαrjective &s-morphism of X'
onto X. The assumption implies that it commutes with Γ(£), hence ψ is
defined over k. Since ψ is given on X\K) it is clearly unique.

(ii) The variety Y=ψ~1(ά) is defined over k\ since ψ is separable. The
group Ga is also defined over k, being the inverse image of a under the
£'-morphism g\-+g a of G onto X, which is separable. It is then readily
checked that 7.3 (A), with k replaced by k is fulfilled by Y, φ\Y and \~\m\

The following proposition extends, for homogeneous M, 4.9 of [2] to
non-necessarily perfect groundfields. More general results on representability
of such functors may be found in ([12], Exp. XIII).

7.6. PROPOSITION. Let M be a homogeneous (G, k)-set. Assume:
(a) for every extension k of k in k, the set M(k's) is a non-empty orbit

of G(k'$) stable under T(k'), the set of fixed points of T(k') in M(k's) is
M(k')γ and mzM belongs to M(k's) if and only if Gm is defined over k's.

Then M is re presentable by a (G, k)-variety (7.3).

We first show the existence of (X,φ) verifying 7.3 (B) for k' = k. The
proof is the same as that of an analogous result in [2, 4.10], where k was
assumed to be perfect, and we sketch it briefly.

Let kλ be a finite Galois extension of k in ks such that M(kχ) Φ 0 and
let m £ M(k1). Let Y=G/Gm. The map g\-*g m induces a G(^)-equivariant
bijection a of Y{k) onto M and a G(£5)-equivariant bijection of Y(ks) onto
M(ks). The latter allows one to define an action of l\k) on Y(ks) by

( 1 ) 3M- s(y) = cc~Ks«y)))> (y € Y(*.), s €

It follows from 7.1 (1) that

( 2 ) s(g .y) = 'g s(y), (y € Y(k.\ g 6 G(ks)) .

Since G(ks) is transitive on M(ks) we can, given s e T(k), choose us £ G(k9)
such that sm=us m. We have then

(3 ) a s(y) = sg a(us m) (y=g cr\m) g € G{ks)).
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It follows from 7.1 (1) that sGm = GSm, whence Ύ = G/sGm = G/GSm, and

( 4 ) urGm-u;x = GSm.

The latter relation shows that g\~^>g us induces a ks-isomorphism Fs of Ύ
onto Y. Let fs:

 sY{ks) —> Y(ks) be the bijection characterized by

It follows immediately from (3) that fs is the restriction of Fs to sY(ks).
Thus condition (a) of ([2], lemma 2.12, p. 132) is fulfilled. Conditions (b), (c)
of that lemma are checked to hold true exactly in the same way as in ([2],
p. 143). The lemma yields then the existence of a ^-variety X and of a
^-isomorphism β: X—>Y which commutes with Γ(k), where Γ(k) acts on X
in the natural way, on Y by (1). We let G act on X in the obvious way
via βy i.e.,

g-x = β-\g(β(x))) (gzG,xzX).

This action is transitive, separable, defined over kx. For s <= Γ(k), g e G(ks),
x € X(ks), we have, using (2)

>g.'x = 0-\>g{β{°x))) = β-K>g s(/3(x))) =

hence

which implies that the ^-morphism GxX-+X defining the action of G on
X commutes with Γ(£), hence is defined over k. It is then clear that (X, φ)9

where <p=ctoβy verifies the condition 7.3 (B) for k' = k.
We now prove that (X,φ) verifies 7.3 (B) in general. Given k {kak' aK)

we have to show

(5)

( 6 ) φ{'b) = s(φ(b)) , {b 6 X(k's), S Z T(k')) .

Let b € X{k's). Since G operates separably on X, the isotropy group Gb

of b is defined over k's. Since Gb = Gφ(b), the condition imposed on M shows
that φ(b) € M(k's). Let now m £ M(k'8). There exists gζG(k's) such that
m = g φ(b). We have therefore m = g φib) = φ(g*b) ζ φ(X(k's)), whence (5).

Choose a£X(ks), and let again b <Ξ X(k's). The £s-morρhism g\-+g a
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being separable, there exists g e G(k's) such that b = g a. We have then
sb — sg sa, hence

(7) φ(sb) = sg.φ(*a) (5 € Γ(*')) -

Let s' € Γ(k) be the restriction of s to ks. Then s and 5' have the same action
on X(ks) and on M(ks), (see 7.1), therefore

φ{sa) = φ{*'ά) = s\φ(ά)) = s{φ(a)) ,

since (X, φ) verifies (B) for k' = k; taking (7) and 7.1(1) into account, we get

<p(*b) = *g s(φ(a)) = *(g. <p{a)) = \φ{g. a)) = s(

7.7. PROPOSITION. ( i ) The varieties of maximal tori and of Cartan
subgroups of G are defined over k and are canonic ally isomorphic over k.

(ii) The varieties of subgroups of type (C), of Cartan sub algebras, and
of maximal toral subalgebras of G are defined over k, and are canonically
isomorphic over k.

(iii) Let gf and C be the varieties of maximal tori and of subgroups
of type (C) of G. Then the mapT\-+Z(t)° induces a surjective separable
k morphism τ=τG: gf —> C of G-spaces. If k' € Ck, and Hz C{Jz), then τ~\H)
is the k'-variety of maximal tori of H.

Let M be one of the sets of subgroups or subalgebras listed in the
statement. Then M is a conjugacy class of G (see 6.6 and [1], [10]) hence
is an orbit of G in the set of irreducible subvarieties of G or g, operated upon
by inner automorphisms or by the adjoint representation. 7.6 (a) is fulfilled
in view of 6.12, 6.13, which yields the existence of the (G, k)-variety structures
listed in 7.7.

As was remarked earlier (6.12), the Cartan subgroups of G denned over
an extension k' of k are the centralizers of the maximal tori defined over k'
of G. Consequently, the map which assigns to a maximal torus its centralizer
is a bijection of the set A of maximal tori on the set B of Cartan subgroups,
which induces a bijection of A(k's) onto B(k's) commuting with Γ(^), whence
the isomorphism of (i). The isomorphisms of (ii) follow similarly, using 6.6,
6.8.

(iii) is an application of 7.5 (ii).

7.8. PROPOSITION. Let G be a k-group and f: G'-*G a surjective
k-morphism such that Q is spanned by df(Q) and some maximal toral
subalgebra. Let gΓ' and C (resp. gf and C) be the k-varieties of maximal
tori and of subgroups of type (C) of G (resp. G),
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(i) The map f induces a surjective separable k-morphism a of gf"
onto gf', which is an isomorphism iff is an isogeny.

(ii) If f is separable, it induces a surjective separable k-morphism
β: C -*C such that 7v o a = β o τG.

The map f induces a surjective map of the set of maximal tori of G'
onto the set of maximal tori of G ([1], §22), and is bijective if f is an
isogeny. If f is separable, then f induces a surjective map of the sets of
subgroups of type (C), by 6.10. Tha proposition follows therefore from 7.4.

The following theorem, for ^ , is Grothendieck's main rationality result
([12], Exp. XIV, Th. 6.2, p. 39):

7.9. THEOREM. The (G, k)-varieties gf of maximal tori and C of
subgroups of type (C) of G are rational varieties over k.

We may assume G to be connected. The proof proceeds by induction on
dimG. There is nothing to prove if G is nilpotent, in particular if d i m G = l .
If G is its own subgroup of type (C), then C is reduced to a point rational
over k. Using 7.8, 5.3 we see that it suffices to consider the case where the
subgroups of type (C) of G are proper. Let r : gf—>C be the canonical
morphism (7.7). Let k' € Ck. By 7.7 and 7.5, if HzC(k') then r~\H) is the
^'-variety of maximal tori of H. By our induction assumption, it is a rational
variety over k'. In particular, τ-\H){k) Φ 0, if k' is infinite. If we apply
this to a generic point over k, we see that the field k(*f) is a purely tran-
scendental extension of k{C). It suffices therefore to prove that C is a rational
variety over k. In the sequel, we view C as the ^-variety of Cartan
subalgebras of g, which is possible (7.7).

We assume first that Q(k) contains a regular semi-simple element X. This
is the case notably if k is infinite (6.2) or if G is reductive (6.4). Let
ΐ) = g(X) and m be a supplementary subspace to ϊj in g, defined over k. Then
JV(t)) is defined over k (6.13), and C may be identified, over k, with G/JV(1}).
To prove the assertion, we shall set up a ^-isomorphism between non-empty
open subsets of C and m. The set U of Z € m such that X -t- Z is regular is
non-empty, since 0 £ U, and open, since the set of regular elements in g is
open (6.1). Such an element is contained in a unique Cartan subalgebra ί)z,
namely its nilspace. Let V be the set of ZzU such that ^ Π t n = 0. It is
open, non-empty. The set of Cartan subalgebras fy such that ή'Πtn = 0 is
open, not empty in C, therefore the set W of Cartan subalgebras ί)z(Z € V)
is open, non-empty, in C. To prove our assertion, it is then enough to show
that a\ Z\->f)z is a ^-isomorphism of V onto W. The nilspace of ad (X+Z)
is also the kernel of (ad(X+Z))n (n = dimg) which implies immediately that



480 A. BOREL AND T. A. SPRINGER

ά is a ^-morphism. Any subspace q of g supplementary to m intersects XΛ-VX

at only one point, which is rational over the smallest field of definition of q
containing k, hence a is bijective, birational over k, and therefore is a
^-isomorphism.

There remains to consider the case where k is finite and G is not
reductive. Its unipotent radical U is then defined over k, (since k is perfect),
and Φ [e]. Let N be a non-trivial central connected ^-subgroup of exponent
p, normal in G (e.g., a suitable p-th power of the last non-trivial term in
the descending central series of U). Let it\ G—>G= G/N be the canonical
projection. By 7.5, 7.7, it induces a separable surjective £-morphism β of C
onto the ^-variety C of subgroups of type (C) of G', and, for H € C\k\
β~\H') is the ^'-variety of subgroups of type (C) of n~\N{H')\ ( έ ' ζ Q . If
H'φG', then induction, and the argument used earlier in the reduction to
varieties of Cartan subalgebras, show that C is a rational variety over k. So
assume H' = G. Let A be a subgroup of type (C) of G defined over k, (6.10).
Then, by 6.10 (b), we have G = A N, and also, since π is separable, g = α + tt.
Since G/N= A/(AdN)., it follows that dim(A Π N) = dim(α Π n), hence N and
A intersect transversally. Then so do JV and N(A). Consequently, the
natural bijective morphism of varieties of N'= N/(NnN(A)) onto G/N[A)^C
is a ^-isomorphism. But ΛΓ is a connected commutative £-group of exponent
p. Since k is perfect, ΛΓ is ^-solvable, in the sense of [20], and is ^-isomorphic
to a vector group by Prop. 1.2, p. 688 of [18]. In particular, it is a rational
variety over k.

REMARK. If G is solvable, we have the stronger result that C and if
are £-isomorphic to aίfine spaces (see 9.14).

We mention some consequences of 7.9. For more results, see ([12], Exp.
XIV).

7.10. PROPOSITION. G has a maximal torus defined over k. If G is
connected, it is generated by its Cartan subgroups defined over k.

It suffices to prove the second assertion (6.12). If k is finite, see 2.9.
Let k be infinite. The ^-variety M of Cartan subgroups of G is a rational
variety over k (7.7, 7.9), hence M(k) is Zariski-dense, and in particular not
empty. There exists therefore a Cartan subgroup C defined over k. Its
normalizer N(O) is also defined over k (6.13), and M is ^-isomorphic
to G/N(C). Let H be the subgroup of G generated by the Cartan subgroups
defined over k of G. Assume HφG. Since CaH and C has finite index in
N(C), the image of H in G/N(C) has a strictly smaller dimension than
G/N(C). But it contains (G/N(C))(k), which is Zariski-dense, whence
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a contradiction.

7.11. COROLLARY. Let G be connected. Assume that the Cartan sub-

groups of G defined over k are unirational over k. Then G is unirational

over k. If k is infinite, G(k) is dense in G.

(We recall that an irreducible ^-variety V is unirational over k if there
exists a dominant ^-morphism of an open subset of an affine space into V,
or, equivalently, if the field k(V) is contained in a purely transcendental
extension of k. If k is infinite, this implies that V(k) is Zariski-dense in V.)

In view of 7.10 we can find finitely many Cartan subgroups Cγ, , Ct

of G, defined over k, such that the product map: Cx X x Ct —> G is

surjective, whence our assertion.

7.12. COROLLARY. Let G be connected. Then G is unirational over

k if either k is perfect or G is reductive. In particular if k is infinite

and either k is perfect or G is reductive, G(k) is dense in G.

If G is reductive, its Cartan subgroups are maximal tori, hence are

unirational over their fields of definition ([17], Prop. 6, p. 39). If k is perfect,

any connected nilpotent £-group is unirational over k.

REMARK. For perfect infinite fields, 7.10 to 7.12 are due to Rosenlicht

[17]. For solvable groups and infinite fields the existence of a maximal torus

defined over k is also proved in ([20], Thm. 4). See also ([3], §11).

8. Some results on reductive groups.

8.1. Let G be connected, reductive, T a maximal torus of G, and Φ the

set of roots of G with respect to T. Given b e Φ, there exists an isomorphism

θb of the additive group Ga onto a unipotent subgroup Ub of G, uniquely

determined by b, such that

(1) t-θb(x) Γι = θb(tb.χ), (xzGa; tzT).

The group G is said to split over k, or to be k-split, if we can choose T to

be £-split, and the θbs to be defined over k.

The theorem below is due to P. Cartier (unpublished). More general

results can be found in ([12], Exp. XXΠ):

8.2. THEOREM. Assume that G is connected, reductive, and contains

a maximal torus which is defined over k QΆd splits over k. Then G splits
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over k.

We keep the notation of 8.1 and assume T to be £-split. Then b is
defined over k ([3], 1.3, p. 60). Let S = (ker b)°. It is a subtorus of T, of
codimension one, defined over k ([3], 1.6, p. 61). By 8.1(1), Z(S)l)Ub, U-b.
The group Z{S) is defined over k (4.6), is reductive and contains T. It is
known that its commutator subgroup H' is three-dimensional, generated by
Uh, U-b, ([10], Exp. 13) and defined over k. Moreover Lh = ( i f Π T)° is one-
dimensional, defined over k, and split over k. The roots of H' with respect
to Lb are ±&', where b' is the restriction of b to Lό. Since ker h = (LbΠ ker &),
it is clear that a monomorphism θb>: Ga-+H' verifying t θy(pc)t~ι = θy(tb x)
for x € Gα, t € Lb may also be viewed as a homomorphism θb verifying 8.1 (1).
We are therefore reduced to the case where G is of type Ax; we denote by
±b the roots of G. We have g = t + gδ + g_δ. Since T splits over &, AdσT is
diagonalizable over £, and gδ, g_δ are defined over k. Let μ: G^>G' be as
in 5.3 if t is central in g, the identity otherwise. We want to prove that
U±b is defined over k and is &-isomorphic to Ga. It suffices to show that
B± = T U±b is defined over k, because U±b is its derived group, and then μ
is a /^-isomorphism of U±b onto its image (since ker^μ = t), and μ(U±b) is
£-isomorphic to Ga by [4, 1.2]. Let E = μ(B+). It follows readily from 2.6
that B is the stability group of 6' in G, acting on g' via Ad o μ. Since L(μ{T))
is not central in g', it is clear that V is its own normalizer in g\ Since
kerdμ = t, it follows then that the orbit map f: g i—> Ad(g) (h') in the
Grassmannian of two-planes in g' is separable. Then B = / - 1(b') is defined
over k by 1.13. Similarly for B~.

Let tf: Ga->Ub be a ^-isomorphism. Then a~ι°θb is an automorphism
of Gα, hence is of the form χ\->c x for some c <Ξ £*. But then it is obvious
that 8.1 (1) holds for a too, i.e., we may choose θb to be defined over k.

8.3. COROLLARY. The group G splits over a finite separable extension
of k.

This follows from 8.2 and from the fact that a &-torus splits over a
separable extension of k [3, 1.5, p. 61].

8.4. PROPOSITION. Assume that G is connected and has a unipotent
radical U defined over k. Let S> be a conjugacy class of parabolic
subgroups, such that the set £P(£S) of elements of S defined over ks is stable
under Γ(k). Then the variety of elements in 2? is defined over k. In
particular, the variety of Borel subgroups of G is defined over k,
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A parabolic subgroup is equal to its normalizer (cf. [10], Exp. 9 for Borel
subgroups, the general case follows immediately) therefore the last condition
of 7.6 (a) is automatically fulfilled. The second one holds true, since we deal
with subvarieties of a ^-variety (7.2 (b)).

Let τt\ G--+G/U be the canonical projection. Since U is assumed to be
defined over k, n is a separable &'-morphism for every extension k' of k,
hence defines a surjective morphism of G(ks) onto G/U(k's). Moreover n maps
j? onto a conjugacy class of parabolic subgroups of G/U. To check the first
condition of 7.6 (a), we may therefore assume G to be reductive. Since then
two parabolic subgroups of G defined over k' € Ck, and conjugate over k, are
conjugate over K ([3], Th. 4.13, p. 90), it suffices to show that 3?(k'^) is stable
under T(k')9 (kf € Ck). This is clear for Borel subgroups of course.

Fix a maximal £-torus T of G, and an ordering of the roots of G with
respect to T. Let Δ be the set of simple roots. Since G splits over ks, &
contains one and only one standard parabolic £5-subgroup P ^ c Δ ) , (see [3],
4.3, p. 86). Moreover, £P(£S) is stable under Γ(ks) if and only if Θ is stable
under the action of T(k) on Δ defined in ([3], 6.2, p. 104). Since T splits
over ks, the analogous action of T(k') on Δ goes through the restriction
horήomorphism T(k')-+Y(k), hence θ is also stable under Γ(k'), which implies
our contention.

8.5. COROLLARY. The variety of Borel subgroups of a k-group H is
defined over k if either H is reductive or if k is perfect.

In the first case, U={e], and in the second one, U is defined over k.

REMARK. Similar results in the framework of schemes are to be found
in ([12], Exp. XXΠ in particular Cor. 5.8.3, p. 74). If U is not defined over
k, the (G, £)-set of Borel subgroups is not always representable by a (G, k)-
variety ([12], Exp. XIV, Rem. 4.6, p. 30).

8.6. Using 8.2, one can extend some results of Steinberg [23] to non-
perfect ground fields. The following result is proved there for perfect k (Th.
1.7, p. 51):

Let G be a connected, semi-simple simply connected k-group, which is
quasi-split (i.e., contains a Borel subgroup which is defined over k). Then
any regular semi-simple conjugacy class of G which is defined over k
contains an element of G(k).

Using 8.2, the proof given in loc. cit. carries over to arbitrary ground
fields, if one observes that, with the notatipns of ([23]? p. 305)? any regulεu:
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semi-simple conjugacy class intersects N in exactly one point, with multiplicity
1 (as follows from loc. cit., 8.1).

The arguments of ([23], §§10, 11) then show:

If k is a field of dimension fg 1 and G a connected reductive k-group,
then H1(k,G)=0.

This answers a question of Serre ([23], p. 58, Remarques).

9. Nilpotent elements in Lie algebras.

9.1. Let X be a non-zero nilpotent element in Q(k). If p=0, we have
seen (3.3) that X is tangent to a unique one-dimensional unipotent ^-subgroup
of G. This is no longer true if pφO. A necessary (but not sufficient)
condition for this is that X[p] = 0, a condition which easily is seen not to be
always fulfilled (e.g., in gίn for n > 2). In this paragraph, we give a few
positive results in that direction. The example below shows that the sufficient
conditions of 9.8, 9.16 (ii), (iii) are also-necessary. We assume p>0 throughout.

9.2. EXAMPLE. Let q, r be two distinct powers of p, with strictly
positive exponents. We let G be the connected unipotent k-gxoup which is
&-isomorphic, as a variety, to the 2-dimensional aίfine space, with the product
given by

( 1 ) (x,y) -(z,t) = (x + z,y + t + xQ zr).

Since q Φ r, G is non-commutative and so yields a (known) example of a
2-dimensional non-commutative nilpotent group in non-zero characteristic.
The ^-algebra of morphic ^-functions on G is A = k[T, U]9 with the coproduct
μ: A-+A®kA given by

One checks that g is commutative, spanned by X = 3/3T, Y = d/dU and that
9[pI={0}.

Let H be the ^-subgroup of G whose elements are the pairs (0, y). It is
&-isomorphic to Ga. We claim that any &-morphism / : Ga-+G has its image
in H. We have f(x) = (g(x), h(xj) where g, h are polynomials which verify

(2) g(χ+y) = g(χ) + g(y),

(3) h{x+y) - h{x) - h(y) = g{x)« g(yY , h(0) = 0 (χ,y € Ga).

If <7^0, the left hand side of (3) is a symmetric polynomial in x and y,
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whereas the right hand side is not. This is impossible, hence g = 0, which
proves our contention. Thus X is not tangent to any one-dimensional
subgroup of G and G has elements which are not contained in a connected
one-dimensional subgroup. Moreover, as qφr, X is not tangent to any com-
mutative subgroup of G, and G has elements which do not belong to any
connected commutative subgroup.

Let T = GLi and b a non-trivial character of T. We let T act on G by
means of the map [t,(x,y)} \-^{tb]x,t{q+r)by). It is readily seen that in this
way T acts ^-morphically on G, and X, Y are eigen-vectors of T with weights
b and (q + r)-b.

9.3. Let T be a £-torus, F a finite dimensional vector space denned over
k9 and r: T->GL{F) a £-morphism. We let Hι(T9 F) be the first cohomology
group of T with coefficients in the T-module F, based on cochains T-+F
which are £-morρhisms of varieties. Thus a cocycle is a £-morphism f:T-+F
such that f(s t) = f(s) + r(ί) f(t) (5, £ € T) and a coboundary is a cocycle of
the form t\->(l-r(t))u (u*F(k)).

LEMMA. We keep the previous notation. Then Hι(?, F) = 0.

This is a special case of Th. 3.1, p. 10 of [12, Exp. IX]. For the sake of
completeness, we sketch a proof. It is first easily seen from the definitions
that if k' is an extension of k, then

H\Txkk\ F®kk') = Hι(T,F)®kk'.

It suffices therefore to consider the case where T splits over k, and consequently
where F is one-dimensional. Let a € X*(T) be such that r(t) x = ta x
(x € F, t € T). The regular ^-functions on T are the finite linear combinations
with coefficients in k of characters of T. Let f be a 1-cocycle. We have then

fit) = Σδ€z.(Γ)cb tb, (cbzk, tzT),

with cή ̂  0 for at most finitely many £'s. The cocycle condition and the
independence of the characters over k imply immediately that f(t) = co(l — ta)
(t € T), which yields the lemma.

9.4. LEMMA. Let T be a k-torus, U a commutative unipotent
connected k-group on which T acts k-morphίcally, and which verifies
Up = {e}. Let V be a connected k-subgroup of U stable under T. Assume
that V and U/V are T-equivariantly k-isomorphic to vector groups over k
on which T acts linearly. Then U is the direct product of V and of a
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k-subgroup stable under T.

Let 7t: 'U-+U' = U/V be the canonical projection. By ([18], Prop. 1, 2,
p. 688) V is a direct factor over k in U. There exists therefore a &-morphism
5: U—> £/ such that it os = id. We have to show the existence of such an
s which is T-equivariant. Let F be the set of morphisms of U' into V.
Identifying U and V over k with vector groups, we see that F is the vector
space of ^-polynomial mappings of U' into V. It has a ^-structure, where
F(k) consists of the £-morphisms of U' into V. We define a representation
r of T in F by

r(t) -flx) = t ./(r1 x) (/€ F,tzT,xzU').

Then F is the union of finite dimensional subspaces defined over k, stable
under T, on which this representation is rational.

To t e T let us associate the map:

f(t): x i > (t s^-1 x)) SO)"1, (x € IT).

This is readily checked to be a £-morphism of [/' into V, which is a cocycle
of T with coefficients in a finite dimensional subspace of F, stable under T,
and defined over k. By 9.3, there exists c € F(£) such that f(t) = c — r(t) c.
It then follows that 5': .r 1—> s(x) c( :̂) is the desired cross-section.

9.5. REMARK. The existence of an equivariant cross-section, which is
not necessarily a subgroup however, can be proved similarly in a more general
case, namely if U is unipotent, V is central and T-equivariantly £-isomorphic
to the additive group of a vector space W over k on which T acts via a
£-morphism T->GL(W).

In fact, Cor. 1, p. 100 of [20] still gives the existence of a cross-section
s: U/V-^U defined over k. To get an equivariant one, we argue as before
with F replaced by the space of ̂ -morphisms of varieties of U/V into V.

9.6. Under the previous conditions, U is T- and y-equivariantly k-
isomorphic to U/VxV. More generally let U be a unipotent £-group on
which T acts £-morphically, and V a connected ^-subgroup stable under T.
Assume that there is a T-equi variant cross-section 5: U/V' —>U defined over k.
Then, obviously, the map ψ: (U/V) X V —> U defined by (x,v)\-*s(x) v is a
^-isomorphism of varieties which is T-equivariant and commutes with V,
acting by right translations. We note also that if A is a ^-variety on which
T acts £-morphically, such that U is T- and V-equivariantly £-isomorphic to
A X V, then the projection of U on U/V induces a T-equivariant ^-isomorphism
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of A onto U/V.

9.7. LEMMA. Let G be solvable, connected, U the unipotent part of
G and T a k-torus of G. Then G has a normal k-subgroup M contained
in U, such that G = Z(T) M and U = (Z(T) ΠU)-M. The Lie algebra of
M contains all eigenvectors of T not fixed by T. If U is commutative,
M= (T, G) and G (resp. U) is the semi-direct (resp. direct) product of Z(T)
(resp. Z(T)Γ\U) and M.

Let first U be commutative. Let tsT(k) be such that Z(t) =• Z(T), and
M be the image of the commutator map x\-*(t,x) (xsU). Then ([3], 11.1,
p. 131), U is the direct product of N = Z(t) Π U and M. The group M is
normalized by Z(t), and also by U since U is commutative, hence M is
normal in G. It follows that M containts (s, U) for any s eT and also, that
(s, U) = (s, G) for any s € T, hence M = (T,U) = (T, G). The Lie algebra of N
is the fixed point set of T in u (4.6), hence m is the unique supplementary
subspace to n in u which is stable under T. It contains then all non-zero
eigenvectors of T corresponding to non-zero weights.

If V is a normal ^-subgroup of G contained in U and n\ G-+G/V is
the canonical projection, then τt(Z(T)) = Z(n(T)) ([1], 13.1, p. 60). The pro-
position in the general case follows then by induction, dividing out by (G,G).

9.8. THEOREM. Assume G to be connected, solvable and to have a
commutative unipotent radical U. Let T be a k-torus of G. Let X be a
non-zero nίlpotent element of $(k), and b a non-trivial character of T such
that Adt(X) = tb-X(tzT). Assume that either (a): Up = [e], or (b): no
p-power multiple of b is a root of G with respect to T. Then there exists
a closed k-subgroup V of G contained in U, stable under T, whose Lie
algebra is spanned by X, and a k-isomorphίsm θ: Ga^+V, such that
t-θ(x) r 1 = θ(tb x) (tzT, xz Ga).

(a) We show first that the proof can be reduced to the case where T is
a maximal torus, is one-dimensional, £-split, U is defined over k, Z(T)ΠU

= [e], and Z(t)°^G.

Replacing G by T (T,G) we may, in view of 9.7, assume T to be
maximal, U to be defined over k, and Z(T) = T. Since the representation of
T in k X is defined over k, the character b is also defined over k. Let
S = (ker b)°. It is a subtorus of T, defined over k, (see [3], 1.6, p. 61). The
groups Z(S) and Z(S) Π U are connected, defined over k (4.6), and X is in the
Lie algebra of Z(S). The canonical projection of Z(S) onto Z(S)/S induces
a T-equivariant ^-isomorphism of U onto the unipotent radical of Z(S)/S.

This reduces us to Z(S)/S, hence we may assume that T has dimension one.
It has a non-trivial character b defined over k, hence is £-split ([3], 1.3, p. 60).
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If t is central in g, we perform an isogeny π: G—±G' of the type of 5.3 onto
a group G' whose subgroups of type (C) are proper. We have C — π(T) τr(£7)>
and n is a T-equivariant ^-isomorphism of £7 onto n{U). It suffices then to
consider G', which yields the desired reduction.

(b) Assume Z(t)° = T. In this case, we shall exhibit a T-equi variant
^-isomorphism of U onto u, the latter being viewed as a vector group. Let Φ
be the set of roots of G with respect to T. Our assumption is equivalent to
dc φ 0 for all c <= Φ (1.9, 6.3 (5)). Let A be a non-zero element of t(k). Then,
since T is one-dimensional, dc{A) Φ 0 for all c ^ Φ . Thus A is regular,
semi-simple and we have Z{A) c N(T). Since the normalizer and the centralizer
of a torus in a connected solvable group coincide and are connected ([1], 10.2,
p. 52, 13.2, p. 60) we have Z(A) = T. For u z U, we may write

Ad u(A) = A+ f{u) (f(u) CE u)

and, clearly, / is a T-equivariant &-morphism. Since Z(A) = T, the map / is
injective, hence bijective. We have df(u) = [A, u] by 1.10, and therefore
df(u) = u, which shows that / is an isomorphism. It has then the required
properties.

(c) We now proceed by induction on dim U. If dim [7=1, then, by the
condition of (a), Z(t)° = T, and we are in the case (b). So let dim [ 7 ^ 2 , and
assume the proposition to hold true for groups with unipotent radical of
dimension < dim U.

If db = 0, then X is in the Lie algebra of Z(t)°, which is a ^-subgroup
(4.3), proper by (a), and induction applies. So let db Φ 0. By (b), we have
to consider only the case where C = Z(ϊf Φ T. Since Z(T) = T, there exists
in c(k) a non-zero eigenvector Y of T, with non-trivial weight a, no multiple
of which is a weight of T in c. By induction, Z(t) Π U contains then a
^-subgroup W, £-isomorphic to Ga, tangent to Y, and stable under T. Since
U is commutative, W is then normal in G. Let n: G^>G/W be the canonical
projection. Then dπ(X) Φ 0. The induction assumption yields a one-
dimensional ^-subgroup V of G, tangent to dτr(X), stable under τr(T), and
T-equivariantly isomorphic to k>X.

Replacing G by T π~ι(y')9 we are reduced to the case where dim U = 2
and u is spanned by X, Y. Let us show now that Up = {e}, also under the
assumption (b) of the proposition. The p-th power g\->gp is a T-equivariant
£-morphism of U or U/W, trivial on W and U/W, hence defines a T-
equivariant £-morphism μ: U/W^W. Let a: Ga-^U/W and /8: Ga-+W
be the ^-isomorphisms given by the induction assumption. Then f=β~1 oμ°oί
is a ^-morphism of Ga into itself which verifies f(tb x) = tc-f(x) (xzGa).
But / is a />-power polynomial. Therefore if fΦθ, then c = pj b for some
j ^ 0, a contradiction. Consequently / = 0 and {7P = {e}. Our assertion now
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follows from 9.4. As an application, we deduce a slight extension and
sharpening of a result of Rosenlicht's ([20], lemma on p. 109).

9.9. COROLLARY. Let G be connected solvable, xυith a commutative
unipotent radical U of exponent p, and T a k-torus of G. Then U is the
direct product of Z(T) Π U and of a k-subgroup M of G contained in U>
stable under T, and T-equivariantly k-isomorphic to its Lie algebra^
viewed as a vector group. In particular, if T splits over k, M is
k-isomorphic to a product of Ga's stable under T.

We may write u as the direct sum of the fixed point set u0 of T and of
subspaces rΠί (1 5ΞΞ t :g r) defined over k, stable under T, and irreducible over
k as T-modules. We have u(ks) = u(k)®kks, which allows us to view in the
usual manner n(ks) as a module for the Galois group Γ(£) of ks over k. Since
T splits over ks, it is elementary that we may find a basis Xtj (l^j1=knii
= dim rrii) of nts(£s) formed by eigenvectors of T permuted transitively by
V(h). Let kt be the smallest overfield of k in ks such that Xn € m ^ ) .
Choose a one-parameter £Γsubgrpup Vn of U stable under T and tangent to
Xtl (9.8). It is then stable by Γ ^ ) . It follows that the transforms sVn,
where s runs through a set of representatives of T(k)/Γ(ki) are mt distinct
£s-subgroups tangent to the transforms sXn of Xn. Let Mi = Π s

s V u . Then
Mi is defined over k, with Lie algebra m*, and is T-equivariantly &-isomorphic
to m*. We claim that M = Mx Mr fulfills our conditions. The Lie
algebra of M contains the sum of the tn/s, but is not bigger for dimensional
reasons. Let / : Mι x •• X Mr->M be the product map. It is surjective,
T-equivariant and separable. Its kernel is finite, stable under T, hence
consists of fixed points of T, and therefore is reduced to {e}. Thus f is an
isomorphism. Similarly, since u0 is the Lie algebra of Z(T)f)U (see 4.6), it
follows that U=(Z(T) ΠU)xM.

9.10. PROPOSITION. Assume G to be connected, solvable, with a
commutative unipotent radical U. Let T be a k-split subtorus of G. Then
U is the direct product of Z(T) (Ί U and of k-subgroups UΊ, 9Um of G,
contained in U, stable under T, such that the weights of T in Uι are
p-power multiples of one of them, and not zero.

The proof is by induction on dirnt/. In view of 9.9, it is enough to
consider the case where T = Z(T). Then U is defined over k (9.7). Let Φ
be the set of roots of G with respect to T. Write Φ as a disjoint union of
sets Φ* where Φt consists of the />-power multiples of one of its elements, and
is maximal among subsets having that property. Let a% be an element of Φ t

such that no p-power multiple of at belongs to Φ and let Xt e n(k) be a
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non-zero eigenvector of T with weight at. By 9.8, there exists a ^-subgroup
Nt of U which is stable under T, tangent to Xt. Let Gt = G/Nl. The
induction assumption yields a direct &-factor Vt of the unipotent part of Gt

stable under T, such that the weights of T in Όt are elements of Φt. Let
Ut be the inverse image of Vt in U. The set of weights of T in Ut is Φi9

and it is obvious that U is the direct product of the C7t's.

9.11. COROLLARY. Assume that Z(T) = T and that no root of G with
respect to T is a p-power multiple of another one. Then U is a vector
group over k, on which T acts linearly.

We now turn to the case where U is not necessarily commutative.

9.12. COROLLARY. Let G be connected, solvable, U its unipotent
radical, T a k-torus of G, and assume that either Z(T)f)U = {e} or k is
perfect. There exists a series U = Uo D Uι D D Um = [e] of connected
normal k-subgroups of G stable under T -with the following properties:
Ui/Ui+1 is central in U/Ui+1 and is T-equivariantly k-isomorphic to its
Lie algebra Ut/ut+i, on which the representation of T is irreducible over k,
(z=0, ,m — 1). There is a T-equivariant k-isomorphism of varieties of
U onto u which maps Ut onto uέ (z=0, , m — 1).

U is defined over k (9.7). We may find a non-trivial connected central
^-subgroup V of U, stable under T, of exponent p, (e.g., a suitable p-th.
power of the last non-trivial term in the descending central series of U).
Our assertion is true for V: if Z(T) Π U = {e}, it follows from 9.9 if k is
perfect, it follows from 9.9 and the fact that Z(T)Γ)V is £-isomorphic to a
vector group ([18], Prop. 1,2, p. 688). The assertion follows then using
induction on dim U and 9.5.

REMARK. This implies in particular that U is ^-solvable, in the sense
of [20], as follows also from ([20], Cor. to Thm. 3, p. 108). If T is jfe-split,
the groups Ui/Ui+ι are £-isomorphic to Ga. In the general case, Ui/Ui+1

splits over ks into a sum of one-dimensional T-modules which are inequivalent,
since otherwise Ui/Ui+χ would not be ^-irreducible. Consequently, every
closed subgroup of Ui/Ui+ι stable under T is defined over ks.

9.13. PROPOSITION. Let G be solvable, connected, with a unipotent
radical U defined over k, and T a k-torus of G. Let V be a connected
k~subgroup of U stable under T. Assume that Z(T)Γ)U(zV or that k is
perfect. Then M = U/V is T-equivariantly k-isomorphic, as a variety, to
its tangent space T{M\ at the origin, and U is T- and V-equivarίantly
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isomorphic, as a variety, to U/VxV. In particular M is k-isomorphic to
an affine space.

In this proof, ^ stands for T-equivariant ^-isomorphism of varieties.

Moreover, if B is a ^-subgroup of U stable under T, and A a ^-variety on

which T operates £-morphically, then U = ( B ) A X B means that U is T- and

B-equivariantly ^-isomorphic to A x B. This is equivalent to the existence of

a T-equivariant k-cross-section s : U/B —• U, and furthermore, in this case,

A s U/B (see 9.6).

The proof is by induction on dim U and, for fixed U, by induction on

dim U/V. We distinguish several cases.

(a) There exists a connected ^-subgroup N of U, stable under T,

containing V, and distinct from U and V.

By induction

(1) UsίmU/NxN, Ns*

hence

( 2 ) U^{v)U/NxN/V xV.

By 9.6, this implies

(3) U/V^U/NxN/V

hence

(4)

By induction

(5)

By full reducibility

(6) T(U/V)0 s T(U/N)0 x 7WV)..

The equality

follows then from (3), (5), (6).

From now on, we assume that we are not in case (a). Let W be a non-

trivial connected central ^-subgroup of U, of exponent p, stable under T,

minimal for these properties.

(b) Assume We V, and W to be T-equivariantly £-isomorphic to a vector

group on which T acts linearly. There exist then T-equivariant k-cross-sections
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sι:U/V-+U/W, s2

as follows from the induction assumption for su from 9.5 for 52. But then,
s2 ° sι is a T-equivariant ^-cross-section for the fibration of U by V, hence
(9.6):

UsίmU/V x V.

Since

the equality

also follows by induction.
(c) WcV, W<£Z(T). By the minimality assumption on W, and 9.12,

we have W~Sΰ, hence we are back to case (b).
(d) We Z(T), k is perfect. Then W is &-isomorphic to a vector group,

and we are back to case (b).
(e) WcZ(T), k is infinite. Let Z = Z(T)ΠU. This group is contained

in V. By [3, 11.1, p. 131], it is defined over k and

(7) U^[Z)U/ZxZ, V^^V/ZxZ.

(The T-equivariance is clear from the construction.) Let then 5X: U/Z —»U
be a T-equivariant ^-cross-section, and tx: U/W—+U/Z the natural projection.
By induction, there exists a T-equivariant £-cross-secion

52: U/V^(U/W)/(V/W)->U/W.

It is then readily checked that

(8) ^ 0 ^ 0 5 , : U/V-+U

is a T-equivariant £-cross-section, whence

U^iv)U/V x 7 .

The equality

follows from U/V ^(U/W)/(V/W) and induction.
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(f) W<£V. Since case (a) is excluded, we have then U=W V. In
particular, V is normal in U, and the last non-trivial term V of the descending
central series of V is also central in U. Let W be a non-trivial connected
^-subgroup of V, stable under T, minimal for these properties. Then, we
are reduced to one of the cases (b), (c), (d), (e) (with W" playing the role of
W there).

As an application of 9.13, we deduce a sharpening of 7.9 for solvable
groups, due to Grothendieck in the case of gf ([12], Exp. XVI, Cor. 6.2, p. 41):

9.14. COROLLARY. Let G be solvable. Then the (G, k)-varieties of
maximal tori gf and of subgroups of type (C) C of G are k-isomorphίc to
affine spaces.

We may assume G to be connected. Let T be a maximal torus of G
defined over k (7.10), and t its Lie algebra. We know that N(T) = Z(T) and
N(t) = Z(t) are connected (4.8, and [1], Prop. 10.1, 13.2), and defined over k
(4.3, 4.6). Therefore gT and C are £-isomorphic to G/Z(T) and G/Z(t\
respectively. By 9.7, there is a connected normal ^-subgroup M of G,
contained in the unipotent radical U of G, such that G = Z(T) M. A fortiori,
we have G=Z(t) M. We claim that M intersects Z(T) and Z(t) transversally.
We have

dim(Z(T)ΠM) + dim(G/M) = dim Z(T),

hence

dim(Z(T) Π M) = dim M + dim Z(T) - dim G,

and similarly

dim(Z(t) Π M) = dim Z(t) + dim M - dim G,

which shows that these intersections are proper. It suffices to check that the
Lie algebra m of M is transversal to those of Z(T) and of Z(t). The latter
are the centralizer of T and of t in g (4.3, 4.6). The transversality follows
then from the full reducibility of Adfl T and the fact that m contains all
eigenvectors of T corresponding to non-trivial characters (9.7). The natural
bijective £-morphisms M/(Z(T)nM)-*G/Z(T) and M/(Z(t) Π M) -> G/Z(t)
are then separable, and therefore are ^-isomorphisms. Our assertion now
follows from 9.13.

9.15. LEMMA. Let U be a connected unipotent k-group, T a k-torus
which acts k-morphically on U, and N a connected normal k-subgroup of
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U, stable under T, such that T has no fixed point Φe in XT = U/N. Let Φ
and Ψ be the sets of weights of T in N and U\ respectively.

(i) Assume Φ not to contain any linear combination with strictly
positive integral coefficients of elements of Ψ. Then any T-equivariant
k-cross-sectίon s: U' —> U is a group homomorphism. The extension of U'
by N splits T-equivariantly over k.

(ii) IfΦ does not contain any element of the form (pι-\-pj) a ( α ζ ψ ;
ίj^iΰ), N is central and U/N'is commutative, then U is commutative.

(i) Let / : U' x t/' ->N be defined by

f(xyy) = s(x y) s(y)~ι six)-1, (x,y z U').

We have to prove that f(x,y) = e for all x,y <=[/'. The map f is clearly
T-equivariant. Over k, U" and N are T-equivariantly isomorphic to their Lie
algebras (9.12). Hence, f yields a T-equivariant morphism of varieties:

F: u x u ' — > n .

It suffices to show that any such F is the zero map. Take coordinates in u
and n with respect to bases formed by eigenvectors of T. Then the
coordinates Ft of F(X, Y), (X, Y € it') are polynomials in the coordinates (Xt)
and (Yi) of X and Y which satisfy relations of the form

(tzT, Ψ= {α l f . . . ,α m } ,6 4 €φ, Xί9 --,Xm9 Y 1 , . . . , y m € * ) . / / Ft 3= 0, this
implies that bt is a linear combination with positive, not all zero, integral
coefficients, which contradicts the assumpton made on Φ and ψ. Hence
F Ξ O , which proves the first part of (i). The second part then follows from
the existence of a T-equivariant ^-cross-section (9.6).

(ii) By ([10], Exp. 9, lemme 2, p. 1), we may find composition series

of connected subgroups stable under T, such that the successive quotients are
isomorphic to Ga> The set of weights of T in UJN is then a subset of Ψ.

We prove by induction on i that [7t is central in U. This being true
for i = 0, we may assume Um-ι to be in the center of U. The commutator
map (x,y)\-+x y x'~1'y~1 induces then a T-equivariant morphism a of
varieties of U/Um-ιXU/Um-ι into N. Using elementary facts on commutators,
We check immediately thεtf the restriction of a tς> U/Un-X x {y} or to
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{x} xU/Um-i is a group homomorphism. Assume that ImtfciV,. We want
to prove that ImtfciV j+1. The map a defines a T-equivariant morphism of
varieties β: U/Um-ιXU/Ura-ι-^>Ni/Nj+ι which is a group homomorphism if
one of the two variables is left fixed. Identify t//C7m_i and Nj/Nj+1 to Ga.
Then β is given by a polynomial F e k [X, Y] which verifies the conditions

(1) F(X+X\ Y) = F{X9 Y) + F(X\ Y), (X, Y\ YeGa),

(2) F(X, Y+F) = FXX, Y) + F(X, Y'), (X, Y, Y' € Ga),

and

(3) F(tbX,tbY) = ta

for some a € Φ, b zΨ. (1) and (2) show that F is a linear combination of
monomials X**.Y*j (iJ^O). Then, if F ^ O , (3) implies that Λ is of the
from (pl + pj)'b (t,j^O) which contradicts the assumption made in (ii).
Hence F = 0. By induction on /, this shows that ([/, U) = [e].

9.16. THEOREM. Assume that the unipotent radical U of G is defined
over k or that G is solvable. Let S be a k-torus in G, b a non-trivial
character of S, and X a nilpotent non-zero element of Q(k) such that
Ads(X) = 5δ X (5 €5).

( i ) X is tangent to a unipotent k-subgroup V of G, stable under S,
in which the weights of S are non-zero multiples of b

(ii) if Φ(S,G) dose not contain any element of the form (pι + pj)'b
(i,j ^ 0), V may be chosen to be commutative and so that the weights of S
in V are p-power multiples of b

(iii) if Φ(*S, G) does not contain any element of the form pι b ( i ^ 1)
or (pl-\-pj)'b (i,j7^0), V may be chosen to be one-dimensional, k-isomorphic
to Ga.

The proof proceeds by induction on dimG. We distinguish three cases:
(a) G is solvable. Exactly as in 9.8 (a), we first reduce the proof to the

case where S is one-dimensional, maximal, £-split, and U is defined over k.
Let N be a non-trivial connected central ^-subgroup of U, stable under S,
and minimal for these properties. If X <Ξ n, our assertion follows from 9.8.
If not, applying induction to G/N, we may assume that the weights of S in
U/N axe non-zero multiples of b in case (i), />-power multiples of b in case
(ii) and that U/N is &-isomorphic to Gα in case (iii). By 9.7, Z(S) Π N is a
direct factor over k, in N. In view of the minimality assumption on JV, we
have either Z(S)DN or Z(S)nN= {e}. If Z(S)ΏN, then N=Z(S)Γ)U and
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9.15 (i) shows that U is the direct product of JV and of a ^-subgroup M,
stable under S. Clearly X £ nt, so that we may apply induction. Assume now
Z(S) Π N= {e}. Then, since N is minimal, 9.8 shows that N is £-isomorphic to
Ga. Let c be the weight of S in N. We consider the three cases of the
theorem separately.

( i ) If c is a multiple of b, we are done. If not, then (9.15) U is
£-isomorphic to U/Nx N and we may apply induction.

(ii) By 9.15 (ii), U is commutative. If c is a £-power multiple of b, there
is nothing more to prove, so assume it is not. Let d — ps b be the greatest
/>-power multiple of b occurring among the weights of S in U, and let Y be
an eigenvector of T in u with weight d. By 9.8, Y is tangent to a one-
dimensional ^-subgroup P, stable under S and £-isomorphic to Ga If k X
= k Y, we are done if not, we apply the induction assumption to U/P.

(iii) By (ii) and the assumption, V may be chosen so that S has only
the weight b in V. Then (iii) follows from 9.8.

(b) G is reductive. Let L = (ker b)°. It is a connected £-torus; Z(L) is
connected, defined over k (4.6), and reductive ([3], 2.15 (d), p. 70). The
element X belongs to the Lie algebra of Z(L). If L Φ [e], the result follows,
using induction on Z(L)/L, and (a). Thus we may again assume S to be
one-dimensional, £-split. Choose a maximal £-split torus T of G containing
S and defined over k. Fix an ordering on X*(T) compatible with the ordering
of X*(S) such that b> 0 ([3], 3.1, p. 71). Standard facts about parabolic
subgroups ([3], 5.12, p. 99) show that X belongs to the Lie algebra of the
unipotent radical RU(P) of the minimal parabolic £-group P containing Z(T)
and associated to the given ordering. Since RU(P) is defined over k ([3], 3.14,
p. 80), we are back to case (a).

(c) G is neither solvable nor reductive. If X € u, we may apply (a) to
S U. If not, we apply (b) to the image of X in the Lie algebra of G/U9

under the canonical projection, and get a suitable ^-unipotent subgroup V
to which dπ(X) is tangent. Then we apply (a) to S π~ι(y').
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