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RESOLVENT ESTIMATES FOR THE MAGNETIC SCHRODINGER OPERATOR

GEORGI VODEV

We prove optimal high-frequency resolvent estimates for self-adjoint operators of the form
G=—-A+ib(x)-V+iV-b(x)+V(x)

on L?(R"), n > 3, where b(x) and V (x) are large magnetic and electric potentials, respectively.

1. Introduction and statement of results

Let A be the (negative) Euclidean Laplacian on R". It is well-known that the self-adjoint realization Gg
of the operator —A on L?(R") has an absolutely continuous spectrum consisting of the interval [0, +00)
and satisfies the resolvent estimate

[(x) 8% (Go — A% £ie) 192 (x , S CAllFleal =g > (1-1)

>—S ||L24>L

for all multi-indices oy and o such that |o;| + |z < 2, where s > % 0 <& <1, and the constant C > 0
does not depend on A or . The same estimate still holds (see [Cardoso and Vodev 2002; Rodnianski
and Tao 2011], for example) for A large enough for perturbations of the form —A 4 V(x), where V is a
real-valued function satisfying the conditions below. Note that (1-1) for «; = ap = 0 together with the
ellipticity of the operator G imply that the estimate (1-1) holds for all multi-indices &1 and o such that
|1 | + |az| < 2. This fact remains valid for more general elliptic perturbations of —A.

The purpose of this work is to prove an analogue of (1-1) for perturbations by large magnetic and
electric potentials, extending the recent results in [Cardoso et al. 2013; 2014a] to a larger class (most
probably optimal) of magnetic potentials. More precisely, we study the high-frequency behavior of the

resolvent of self-adjoint operators of the form
G=—A+ib(x)-V+iV-b(x)+V(x) on L*@R"), n>3,

where b = (by, ..., b,) € L°°(R"; R") is a magnetic potential and V € L°°(R"; R) is an electric potential.
Hereafter, the operator V - b is defined by (V - b)u = V - (bu). Introduce the polar coordinates r = |x|,
w=x/|x| € $"~'. We suppose that b(x) = b’ (x) +b5(x), V(x) = VE(x) + V5 (x) with long-range parts
bl and VI belonging to C Y([ro, +00)), ro > 1 with respect to the radial variable r and satisfying the
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conditions
IVEGrw)| < C, (1-2)
o, VE(rw) < cr 179, (1-3)
185pE (rw)| < Cr*%, k=0,1, (1-4)

for all r > rp, w € S"!, with some constants C, § > 0. The short-range parts satisfy
6% @) + V3 ()| < Clx) ™', (1-5)

Note that in the case b* = 0, VL = 0 and b5, V5 satisfying (1-5), the operator G has an absolutely
continuous spectrum consisting of the interval [0, +-00) with no strictly positive eigenvalues (see [Koch
and Tataru 2006]). It follows from our result below that in the more general case when the long-range
parts are not identically zero the spectrum of the operator G has a similar structure in an interval of the
form [a, +00) with some constant @ > 0. Our main result is the following:

Theorem 1.1. Under the conditions (1-2)—(1-5), for every s > % there exist constants C, Lo > 0 so that
for A > X, 0 < e <1, |ay], az| <1, we have the estimate

[x) ™09 (G — A% £ie) 71922 (x) ™ |l 2y 12 < CAlrIHIel=, (1-6)

This kind of resolvent estimates plays an important role in proving uniform local energy decay,
dispersive, smoothing and Strichartz estimates for solutions to the corresponding wave and Schrédinger
equations (see [Cardoso et al. 2013; 2014b; Erdogan et al. 2009], for example). In particular, it follows
from the above theorem that the smoothing and Strichartz estimates for solutions to the corresponding
Schrodinger equation proved in [Erdogan et al. 2009] hold true without the continuity condition on the
magnetic potential.

Theorem 1.1 is proved in [Cardoso et al. 2013] assuming additionally that 55 (x) is continuous with
respect to the radial variable r uniformly in w. In the case b =0, VL =0 and b3, V¥ satisfying (1-5), the
estimate (1-6) is proved in [Erdogan et al. 2009] under the extra assumption that b(x) is continuous in x.
In fact, no continuity of the magnetic potential is needed in order to have (1-6), as shown in [Cardoso
et al. 2014a]. Instead, it was supposed in [Cardoso et al. 2014a] that div bL and div b3 exist as functions
in L*°. This assumption allows us to conclude that the perturbation (which is a first-order differential
operator) sends the Sobolev space H' into L?, a fact used in an essential way in [Cardoso et al. 2014a].
Thus, our goal in the present paper is to remove this technical condition on the magnetic potential. To this
end, we propose a new approach inspired by the global Carleman estimates proved recently in [Datchev
2014] in a different context. In what follows we will describe the main points of our proof.

There are two main difficulties in proving the above theorem. The first one is that, under our assumptions,
the commutator of the gradient and the magnetic potential is not an L° function. Consequently, the
perturbation does not send the Sobolev space H! into L. Instead, it is bounded from H' into H~!.
Secondly, the magnetic potential is large, and therefore it is hard to apply perturbation arguments similar
to those used in [Cardoso et al. 2013]. Thus, to prove Theorem 1.1 we first observe that (1-6) is equivalent
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to a semiclassical a priori estimate on weighted Sobolev spaces (see (2-10) below). Furthermore, we
derive this a priori estimate from a semiclassical Carleman estimate on weighted Sobolev spaces (see
(2-7) below) with a suitably chosen phase function independent of the semiclassical parameter. To get
this Carleman estimate we first prove a semiclassical Carleman estimate on weighted Sobolev spaces for
the long-range part of the operator (see Theorem 2.1 below) and we then apply a perturbation argument.
Note that the estimate (2-1) is valid for any phase function ¢(r) € C?(R) whose first derivative ¢’(r) is
of compact support and nonnegative. The main feature of our Carleman estimate is that it is uniform with
respect to the phase function ¢ (that is, the constant C; does not depend on ¢), and the weight in the
right-hand side is smaller than the usual one (that is, ((x)™2 +¢'(|x])) /% instead of (x)*). Thus, we can
make this weight small on an arbitrary compact set by choosing the phase function properly. Moreover,
in the right-hand side we have the better semiclassical Sobolev H ! norm instead of the L? one, which is
crucial for the application we make here. Note also that Carleman estimates similar to (2-1) and (2-7)
have recently been proved in [Datchev 2014] for operators of the form —h%*A +V(x,h), where V is a
real-valued long-range potential which is C' with respect to the radial variable r. There are, however,
several important differences between the Carleman estimates in [Datchev 2014] and ours. First, the
phase function in [Datchev 2014] is of the form ¢ = ¢ (r)/h, where ¢ does not depend on & and must
satisfy some conditions. Thus, the Carleman estimates in [Datchev 2014] lead to the conclusion that
the resolvent in that case is bounded by ¢€/”, C > 0 being a constant. Secondly, in [Datchev 2014] the
Carleman estimates are not uniform with respect to the phase function and the norm in the right-hand
side is L? (and not H~"). Finally, the operator in [Datchev 2014] does not contain a magnetic potential.

To prove Theorem 2.1 we make use of methods originating from [Cardoso and Vodev 2002]. Note that in
[Cardoso and Vodev 2002] the high-frequency behavior of the resolvent of operators of the form —A,+V
is studied, where V is a real-valued scalar potential and A, is the negative Laplace—Beltrami operator
on unbounded Riemannian manifolds, such as, for example, asymptotically Euclidean and hyperbolic
ones. Similar techniques have been also used in [Rodnianski and Tao 2011], where actually all ranges of
frequencies are covered. In these two papers, however, no perturbations by magnetic potentials are studied.

2. Proof of Theorem 1.1

Set h = A~1, P(h) = h2G, b(x, h) = hb(x), b%(x, h) = hx (|Ix))bE(x), b5(x, h) = b(x, h) — b (x, h),
Vix,h) = h2V(x), VE(x, h) = i2x(Ix)VE), VS(x,h) = V(x, h) — VE(x, h), where x € C®(R),
x(r)y=0forr <rg+1, x(r) =1 for r > rg+ 2. Throughout this paper, H I(R™) will denote the Sobolev
space equipped with the semiclassical norm

2 2
Il = > 19%ul,,

0<|a|=1

where @, = i hd,. Furthermore, H~!' will denote the dual space of H ! with respect to the scalar product
(-, )2 with the norm

u,v)r2
Il = sup Hvizl
0£ucH! lloell g1
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Let p € C*°(R) be a function independent of 4 such that 0 < p <1 and p(c) =1foro <0, p(c) =0
for o > 1. Define the function ¢(r) € C*(R) as follows: ¢(0) =0 and

¢'(r)=tp(r — A),
where 7, A > 1 are parameters independent of % to be fixed later on. Introduce the operator
PE(h) = —h?A+ihb"(x, h) -V +ihV b (x, h) + VE(x, h)
and set
PL(h) =e? Pt (h)e™?,
Py(h) =e*P(h)e™ = PL(h) +ihbS(x, h) -V +ihV - b5 (x, h) — 2ihb5 (x, h) - Vo + VS (x, ),
1(x) =V (x)=% 4+ ¢'(Jx]).
In this section we will show that Theorem 1.1 follows from:

Theorem 2.1. Suppose (1-2), (1-3), (1-4) hold and let % <s< %(1—!—8). Then, for all functions f € H'(R")
such that (x)s(PWL (h) —1+ie) f € H'(R"), we have the a priori estimate

O 1 N _
1) fllg < hIIM (P, (h)—1=xie) fllg-1+Co ; /122 (2-1)

for0<e<1,0<h <hy(r, A) K 1, with a constant C| > 0 independent of f, ¢, h, T, A, and a constant
C, > 0 independent of f, ¢, h.

Let us first see that (2-1) implies the estimate

2C 172
1) ™ flln =< Tll|(x>s(P(p(h) —lxie) fllp- +2C2<%> If 1l (2-2)

Using that p(x) > /2 for |x] < A and pu(x) > (x)~ for |x| > A+ 1 together with the condition (1-4),
Weget(f0r0<s—%<<1)

() 1) (165 Ce, )|+ VS (x, )[) < Ch(x ™24 AZT179), (2-3)
(x)° () 7B (x, )| |Vl < O a(h). (2-4)
By (2-3) and (2-4),
s~ (Py(h) = PL () (x) [l g1 -1 < Ch(z ™2+ AX 7120+ O (h)). (2-5)
By (2-1) and (2-5),
1) ™ Fll g
< %nu*l(&,(h) —1xie) fllg + %nu”(ﬂp(m — Py () fllg + Cz(%)l/zllfllp

C 1/2
< 71||<x>S(P¢(h>—liie)f||H1+C<r—”2+A25—1—“+0(h>>||<x>—Sf||Hn+cz<%) I fll2. (2-6)
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Taking now 7~!, A=! and & small enough, we can absorb the second term in the right-hand side of (2-6)
to obtain (2-2).
Applying (2-2) with f = e?g we obtain the Carleman estimate

_ 2C . e\'"?
1{x) e gl s7||<x>SeW(P<h>—1ize)g||H1+zcz(z) le?gll 2. (2-7)

Since the function ¢ does not depend on 4, the function ¢? is bounded by positive constants both from
below and from above. Thus, we deduce from (2-7) the a priori estimate

s Ci . ~ (e

1) gl < III(X)“(P(h) —lxie)gly- +C2(ﬁ) gz (2-8)
with constants C 1, 52 > 0 independent of %, ¢ and g. On the other hand, since the operator P (h) is
symmetric on L*(R™), we have

ellgl?, = FIm((P(h) — L £ie)g, &)z <y ' [(x) (P (h) — 1 £ie)gl3, - + vhll(x) " gll3, (2-9)

for every y > 0. Taking y small enough, independent of /., we deduce from (2-8) and (2-9) the a priori
estimate

C ,
) gl < EII(X)“(P(h) —1xie)glp- (2-10)

with a constant C > 0 independent of &, ¢ and g. It is easy to see now that (2-10) implies the resolvent
estimate (1-6) for 0 < s — % &« 1. On the other hand, we clearly have that, if (1-6) holds for some s¢ > %,
it holds for all s > s3. Hence (1-6) holds for all s > %

3. Proof of Theorem 2.1

We will first prove the following:

Proposition 3.1. Under the conditions of Theorem 2.1 we have the estimate

C 1/2
1) Flla < —= ™ (P () =1 £ie) £ 2 +C2<%> £l (3-1)

forevery) <e <1,0<h <ho(tr, A) < 1, with a constant C| > 0 independent of f, e, h, t, A, and a
constant Cy > 0 independent of f, ¢, h.

Proof. We pass to the polar coordinates (r, w) € Rt x §"7!, r = |x|, w = x/|x|, and recall that
L2(R") = L>(R* x S"~!, r"~! dr dw). Denote by X the Hilbert space L>(R* x S"~!, dr dw). We also
denote by || - || and (-, - ) the norm and the scalar product on L?(S"1). We will make use of the identity

~

PN A0 g2y B (3-2)
r

where Zw = Ay — %(n —1)(n —3) and A, denotes the negative Laplace—Beltrami operator on S" .
Observe also that
P02, D2 <8, 4 g (w, D), (3-3)
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where w; = x;/|x| and g is a first-order differential operator on S"~!, independent of r, antisymmetric
on L2(S" ). Itis easy to see that the operators Q ;j(w, 9,,) =ihq;(w, dy) and A, = —hzzw > () satisfy
the estimate

1Q,(w, By)v|l < CIAY*v||+Chljv|| forall ve H'(S"™), (3-4)

with a constant C > 0 independent of 4 and v. Set u = r®=D/2 f,
PEh) = r"V2(PE(h) — 1 £ie)r~ D2,
P (h) =r"D2(PL() — 1 xie)r~ "D = e PF(h)e 7.
Using (3-2) and (3-3) we can write the operator P*(h) in the coordinates (r, w) as follows:
PE(h) = D2 + A—;" —ltie+VE+ Z w; (b% (rw, )%, +%,bY (rw, )
r o

+r Y G w ) Qj(w, D) + Q (w, Bu)bE (rw, b)),
j=l1

where we have put 9, = ihd,. Since the function ¢ depends only on the variable r, this implies

A ~ LR "
Py =97+ — 1 kie+VE+ W =2ihg'D, + ) w;(bf (rw, hD, +%,b7 (rw, h)
j=1

+rY (BErw. )0 (w, D) + Q;(w, Bu)bE (rw, b)),
j=1
where .
W =—h>¢'(r)> —h%¢" (r) — 2ih(p/ijl;JL~.
Set j=1
Dy (r) = 1(r) S ulr, I+ 1) Deue(r, DI+ 1)~ r A 2ulr, I,
Wy = () " ull oy + 107 7Bl Ja gy + 10 5 r T A Pulfa = fo @, (r) dr,
M*(r) = |2 (Wu(r, )|,

ME = /‘00 M_ZMi(r) dr,
0
N(r) = llulr, I+ 1Dulr, I,
N:/ N(r)dr,
0
E(r)=—(r2 Ay = 14+ VEur, ), ulr, )+ 19,u(r, )|

— 2! ZRe(l;]L-(rw, h)Qj(w, Boy)u(r, - ), u(r, -)).
j=1

To prove (3-1) we will make use of the method of [Cardoso and Vodev 2002; Rodnianski and Tao 2011]
(used there in the case when the magnetic potential is identically zero), which is based on the observation
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that the first derivative of the function E(r) has a nice lower bound. The situation is more complex in the
presence of a nontrivial magnetic potential, but we will show in what follows that the method still works.
To be more precise, observe first that, in view of (1-1), (1-3) and (3-4), we have

E(r) = —|r "N 2ulr, 1P+ Slule DI+ 1Deur, N2 — Oh)@1s)2(r), (3-5)

provided 4 is taken small enough. Furthermore, using that Im(l;ngbru, %,u) =0 and ij = Qj, it is easy
to check that E(r) satisfies the identity — see also [Cardoso et al. 2013; 2014a], where the same identity
is used in an essential way —

dr
2, <a\7L >
= —(r “Ayu(r,-),u(r,-)) —(——u(r,-),ur,-)
r or

n d(bk (rw, h
- 22&{# Q;(w, Du(r, ), ur, -)>

j=1
" b (rw, h) ~
-2 ;Re<w,’a—ru(n ), Dru(r, -)> + 20 I (hyu(r, -), Drur, -))
F2eh ™' Re(u(r, - ), Drulr, ) +4(@'Drulr, - ), Dyur, -))
— 20~ Im(Wu(r, - ), Dyu(r, -)). (3-6)

In view of (1-2), (1-3), (3-4) and (3-6), we obtain the inequality
2 , _
E'(r) = Zlr = A2 D17 + 49 19,ur, )11 = 202G (utr, 1D, )
— O(M)@(145)2(r) — O(eh"N(r). (3-7)
Since @ (145)2(r) < ®(r) for 3 < s < 2(1+3), we obtain from (3-7)
2
E'(r) = 2l A Putr, DI + 401D, D17 = y T R M)

— YD, (r, ) I* — O(h) Dy (r) — O(eh™ )N (r)
> %nr*lA}/Zu(n M=y TP ME@E) — O(h+ y)Ds(r) — O(eh ™ HN(r) (3-8)

for every 0 < y <« 1. By (3-5) and (3-8),
() (E@) +rE(r) = O5(r) —y 202 ME(r) — O(h+y)®5(r) — O(eh™HN().  (3-9)

Integrating (3-8) from ¢ (¢ > 0) to +00 we get

E(t)=— foo E'(rdr <0y 'hHME+ O0@Eh YN+ O(h +y)V,. (3-10)
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Let ¢ > 0 be a function independent of / and such that fooo Y (r) dr < oco. Multiplying (3-10) by ¥ (¢)
and integrating from 0 to 400, we get

/OO Y(E(r)dr <Oy~ ') ME + O(eh™ YN + O(h +y) V. (3-11)
0
Observe now that we have the identity
/oo(r)_zs(E(r) +7rE'(r)dr = /00 w(r)E(r)dr, (3-12)
0 0

where ¥ (r) = 2sr(r)~>~!. Combining (3-9), (3-11) and (3-12) and taking y and & small enough, we
conclude
W, < O(h"HME + O(ch™hHN. (3-13)

Clearly, (3-13) implies (3-1). O
We will now show that (2-1) follows from (3-1) and the following:

Lemma 3.2. Let £ € R. Then we have the estimate
I “(PE(m) =)'y <C (3-14)
for 0 < h < hy(r, A) K 1, with a constant C > 0 independent of h, T and A.
We are going to use (3-1) with f = (P(pL (h) —i)~"'g. In view of the identity
L= —iFie)(Py(h) =)~ + (P (h)—i)~ (Py(h)— 1 £ie)
and Lemma 3.2, we have
1) gl < 20(x) (P (h) — )~ gl + 1(x) " (PL(h) — )~ (P (h) — 1 £ie)g| i A

2C _ — .
< 5T Py ) =) (P () — el

& 172 L n—1 L —1 L H
+26( 1) IEED =D gl + G PR — i) (BEG) — 1 £ i)gll

<

2C _ o _ .
T PR = T g 2 T PR — 1 ie)gl

1/2
& o\ —
+2C2<z> ICPEGR) =)Mo gl

+ Cll(PE(R) =) Ml g1 (P (h) — 1 £ ig)gll -

C/ B . P 1/2 , )
= ln ‘(Pj(h)—lizs)gnH-l+CQ<Z> Igllz2+C3ll(Pr (R —1%ie)gly-1 (3-15)

with a constant C| > 0 independent of ¢, &, T, A and g, and constants C}, C; > 0 independent of ¢, i
and g. Since the function p is bounded on R”, there exists 0 < hg(p) < 1 such that for O < h < hg the
last term in the right-hand side of (3-15) can be bounded by the first one. Thus we get (2-1) from (3-15).
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4. Proof of Lemma 3.2

It is easy to see that the estimate (3-14) holds with £ = 0 and Pq,L (h) replaced by —h%A. Indeed,
in this case the L?> — L? bound is trivial, while the H~' — H! bound follows from the fact that
I fllas ~ 111 = h2A)72 fll;2, s = —1, 1. We will use this to show that (3-14) with £ = 0 still holds for
first-order perturbations of the form —h?A + Q(h), where

Q)= g, mIL+ D B3qP (x, h) +qolx, h)

la|=1 o] =1
with coefficients satisfying
lgP (e, )| +1qP (x, h)| + |qo(x, h)| < Ch  for all x € R". (4-1)
Clearly, (4-1) implies
QM g1 g1+ < Ch. (4-2)

By (4-2) and the resolvent identity
(=h’A+ Q) —i) ' = (=R*A =D+ (=RPA=D'Q) (=R’ A+ Q(h) — D)),
we get

I(=r*A+ Q) =) g1
<N=R2A=D) g1 ot HI R A=) " g g 1 QD i g (=R A+ Q) =) ™ -1
<CHOMWNRA+QMh) =) g1 (4-3)
Now, taking & small enough (depending on the coefficients of Q (%)) we can absorb the last term in the
right-hand side of (4-3) and obtain the desired estimate with a constant C > 0 independent of qél), qéz),
qo and h.

Thus, to prove (3-14) it suffices to show that the operator 1~ P(pL (h)ut equals —h%A plus a first-order
differential operator with coefficients satisfying (4-1). To do so, observe first that u~“ P (h)u* = Pvf (h),
where ¥ = ¢ — £ log . Furthermore, we have

Py (h) = —h*A+ (ib" —hVy) - hV +hV - (ib" — hVy) — h*|Vy|> = 2ihb" -V + Ve

It is easy to see that |1/ ()] is bounded on R, and hence |V (|x|)| is bounded on R". This together with
the assumptions on bt and VL imply the desired properties of the coefficients of the operator P15 (h. O
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