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A Note Concerning the Notion of

Mereological Class. Postscript

CZESLAW LEJEWSKI

Since the publication of my note concerning the notion of mereological
class [ 1 ] I have noticed that a system of mereology—I shall refer to it as
System S^—can be based on the following single axiom:

B ^ l [AB] ::A zel(B) =:•: [3a] x B e a x [CD] x [E] :.EzC =: [F] :
[3G] . Gzel(E) . Gzel(F) .= [3/7/] .HE,a. I z el(F) .
I zel(H):: B zel(C) . B e el(D) ::D.AE, el(D).

In BjAl, just as in BA1, which is the axiom of System IB, E2 is embedded
as the definition of the notion of mereological class, but BXA1 is shorter than
BA1 by one ontological unit, and for this reason is of interest. It happens to be
the shortest known single axiom for the notion of mereological elementhood.

The idea behind BjAl becomes apparent as soon as one realises that the
set of presuppositions {BiAl, E2S is inferentially equivalent to the set of pre-
suppositions consisting of E2 and

BjAl.l [AB] :.Azel(B) .=: [3a] :Bza:[C] : B E. el(Kl(a)) .
BE,el(C).D.A iel(C\

which is shorter than BA1.1.
In order to prove that System % 1 and System B are inferentially equiva-

lent we first continue the deductions within the framework of System B as
follows:

BT18 [Aa] \Aza.Z).Azel(Kl(a))
Proof: [Aa] : Hp(l) .D.
(2) Kl(a)zKl(a). [BT5; 1]

A zel(Kl(a)) [BT8; 2; 1]
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BT19 [AB] ::A zel(B).D:< [3a] y.Bzay. [CD] :•: [E] :.EzC = :
[ F ] : [ 3G] . G z £?/(£") . G e el{F) . = . [ 3 # / ] . H z a . I z el(F) .
Izel(H):: B zel(C) . B z el(D) ::D. 4 £ e/(Z>)

Proo/: [AB] :: Hp(l) .Dx
(2) 5£^>: [BT1;1]
(3) [CD] v [£] : . £ e C = : [F] : [3G] . Gzel(E) . Gzel(F)=.

[3 HI] .HzB. Ieel(F). I iel(H)V. B zel(C). B zel(D)::D.
Azel(D)'.\ [BT7;1]
[3a] y.Bta:-: [CD] :•: [E] :.EzC .=: [F] : [3G] . Gzel(E) .
Gzel(F) .= [3jy/] . i / e a . Iz el{F) . 11el(H) V. B zel{C).
Bzel(D)WD. A zel(D) [2; 3]

BT20 [ 4 5 a ] Y\B za\\ [CD] :•: [£] , \ £ e C . = : [F] : [ 3 G ] . Geel(E) .
G z el(F) .= [ 3 / / / ] .Hza.Iz el{F) . I z el{H) V. B z el(C) .
5 e e/(Z)) ::D. 4 e e/(Z>) :O. 4 £ e/(5)

Proo/: [45a] ::Hp(2):O::
(3) [£] :. E z Kl(a) = : [F] : [3G] . G z el(E). G e el(F) .=

[3///] . H za . Izel(F). Izel(H)\\ [BT3; 1]
(4) Bzel(Kl(a)). [BT18; 1]
(5) Bzel(B). [BT2;1]

4ee/(B) [2; 3; 4; 5]
BT21 (=B!A1) [BT19;BT20]

It is evident from BT21 that any thesis derivable within the framework of
System 3% can be derived within the framework of System -B.

With a view to proving that, conversely, any thesis derivable within the
framework of System B can be derived within the framework of System 581.
We now deduce, within the latter system, the following theses:

BXA1 [AB] ':': A z el(B) =,: [3a] y.Bza:-: [CD] :•: [E] :.EzC =: [F] :
[ 3 G ] . Gzel(E). Gzel(F) =. [3HI] .Hza. Izel(F).
I z el(H) ::Bz el(C) . B z el(D) ::D. A z el(D) [Axiom]

B!D1(=E2) [Aa] :.AzA : [B] : [3C] . C z el(A). Czel(B) =. [3DE] .Dza.
E z el(B). E z el(D) := A z Kl(a) [Definition]

BjTl [AB] :A zel(B).D. BzB [BjAl]
BiT2 [Aa] :A za.D. A zel(A)
Proof: [Aa] .\Hp(l).D:
(2) AzeI(A).v. [3D] .A zel{D) . -(A zel(D)) : [ B ^ l ; 1]

Azel(A) [2]
BJ3 [Fa] Y.Fza.D:. [A] : A z Kl(a) =: [B] : [3C] . C z el(A) .

CzeliE) .= [IDE] .Dza. Ez el(B) . E z el(D)
[B^ljB^BJl]

B^ [AB] :.A zel(B).D: [3a] :Bza:[D] : B z el(Kl(a)) .
BzeliP) .D.Azel(P)

Proof: [AB] ! ' !Hp( l ) .D: :
[3a] I!

(2) Bzay. \
(3) [CD] y.[E]:.EzC=: [F] : [3G] . G zel(E) . I

Gzel(F)=. [3HI] .Hza. Izel(F) . I zel(H):: ( [ D l A 1 ' 1J

B z el(C). B z el(D): :D. A z el{D) :: j
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(4) [E] :. EtKlia) .=: [F] : [3G] . G z el(E) . G z el(F) =.
[3777] .Hza. Izel(F) .Izel{H)\\ [B^^]

(5) [D] : B z el(Kl(a)) . 5 e e/CD) .D. 4 £ e/(D).'. [3; 4]
[3 a] :Bza : [£>] \ B z el(Kl(a)). B z el(D) .O. A z el(D) [2; 5]

B J 5 [ABCDa] :•: Bza:[E] :Bz el(Kl(a)) . B z e/(£) .=>. 4 e e / ( £ ) : .
[E] :.EzC=\ [F] : [3G] . Gzel(E) . G z el(F) =. [3HI] .
Hza.Iz el(F) . / e ̂ /(^): : 5 e e/(C). 5 e e/(Z)) ::D. >1 e e/(Z))

Proo/: [y4^CDa] :•: Hp(5) ::D::
(6) [£"] :. E z Kl(a) =: [F] : [3G] . G z el{E) . G z el(F) =.

[3HI] .Hza. Izel(F) .Iz : el(H):: [ B ^ ; 1]
(7) [£] :EzC=.EzKl(a):. [3; 6]
(8) 5 8 el(Kl(a)) . [Extensionality; 7; 4]

,4 ee/(Z)) [2; 8; 5]
B J 6 [45a] .'. 5 e a : [/)] : 5 e el(Kl{a)) . B z el(D) .D. A z el(D) :D.

A z el(B)
Proof: [ABa] :: Hp(2) :D::
(3) [Ci)] :•: [£] : . £ e C = : [F] : [3G] . Gzel(E) . G z el{F) .=

[ 3 7 / 7 ] . H z a . I z el{F) . I z el{H) W B z el{C) . 5 e <?/(£>) : :D.
A z e l ( D ) \ \ [BJ5 ; 1;2]
Azel(B) [B!A1;1;3]

B1T7(=B1A1.1) [BJ4JBJ6]
BJ8 Ma]:iEfl^.ie^TO) [B^]
BJ9 Ua] :^£fl.D.I^)eI/(«) [B^^Jl]
BJIO [Aa] :A za.D. A z Kl{A) [B^l]
BiTll [Aa] :Aza.D. A = Kl(A) [BJ^BJIO]
BjTl 2 U5C] : A z el(B) . B z el(C) .D. A z el(C)
Proof: [ABC] :•: Hp(2) .D::

[3a] :.
(3) 5 e a : 1 TB T4-11
(4) [D] : B z el(Kl(a)) . B z el(D) .D. A z el(D).'. ) ! '
(5) Bzel(Kl(a)):: [B^^]

4ee/(C) [4; 5; 2]
BjTU U5CZ)a] y.Azel{B).\ [E] :.EzD=: [F] : [3G] . G z el(E) .

G z el(F) .= [3HI] .Hza. Iz el(F) . I z el(H) \\Bz el(B) .
Bzel(C) . CzaWD. A zel(D)

Proof: [ABCDa] :•: Hp(5) WDW
(6) [E] :.EzKl(a)=: [F] : [3G] . G z el(E) . G zel(F) .= [3^7] .

Hz a . Izel(F) . I z el(H):: [BXT3; 5]
(7) [E] : EzD=. EzKl{a).\ [2; 6]
(8) Azel{C). [B!T12;1;4]
(9) Czel(Kl(a)). [B{T8;5]
(10) ied(W). [B!T12;8;9]

A z el(D) [Extensionality; 7; 10]
BjT14 [AB] \\BzB :•: [CDa] :•: [E] :.EzD .=: [F] : [ 3 G ] . G z el(E) .

G z el(F) .= [3^77] .Hza.Iz el(F). 7 e e/(77): : 5 & e / (5) .
B z el(C). C z a : :D. A z el(D) :O. 4 & <?/(£)

TVoo/: U 5 ] :!Hp(2):O::
(3) BieHB):. [BJT2;!]
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(4) [E] :. E e Kl(B) =: [F] : [3G] . G e el(E). G e el(F) =.
[3HI] .HEB . Izel(F).Izel(H):: [BJ3; 1]

(5) Aeel(Kl(B)). [B^IO; 1]
(6) B = Kl(B). [ B i T l l ; 1]

Azel{B) [5; 6]
B1T15(=BA1) [ B j T l j B J B j B j T H ]

It is evident from BiTIS that any thesis derivable within the framework of
System 55 can be derived within the framework of System 231? and this com-
pletes the proof that the two systems are inferentially equivalent.

REFERENCE

[ 1 ] Lejewski, C, "A note concerning the notion of mereological class," Notre Dame Journal
of Formal Logic, vol. 19 (1978), pp. 251-263.

Department of Philosophy
University of Manchester
Manchester, Ml3 9PL, England




