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We give some sufficient conditions to guarantee convergence of solutions to a nonlinear vector differential equation of third order.
We prove a new result on the convergence of solutions. An example is given to illustrate the theoretical analysis made in this paper.
Our result improves and generalizes some earlier results in the literature.

1. Introduction

This paper is concerned with the following nonlinear vector
differential equation of third order:

X+F(X)+G(X)+HX) =P(tX.XX), O

where X € R"and F,G,H : R" — R"and P: R x R" x
R"xR" — R" are continuous functions in their respective
arguments.

It should be noted that, in 2005, Afuwape and Omeike
[1] considered the following nonlinear vector differential
equation of third order:

X+AX+G(X)+HX) =P(LXX.X), (@

where A is real symmetric n x n-matrix. The author estab-
lished a new result on the convergence of solutions of (2)
under different conditions on the function P. For some
related papers on the convergence of solutions to certain
vector differential equations of third order, the readers can
referee to the papers of Afuwape [2], Afuwape and Omeike
[3], and Olutimo [4]. Further, it is worth mentioning that
in a sequence of results Afuwape [2, 5, 6], Afuwape and
Omeike [3], Afuwape and Ukpera [7], Ezeilo [8], Ezeilo
and Tejumola [9, 10], Meng [11], Olutimo [4], Reissig et al.
[12], Tiryaki [13], Tung [14-16], Tung and Ates [17], C. Tung
and E. Tung [18], and Tun¢ and Karakas [19] investigated

the qualitative behaviors of solutions, stability, boundedness,
uniform boundedness and existence of periodic solutions,
and so on, except convergence of solutions, for some kind of
vector differential equations of third order.

The Lyapunov direct method was used with the aid
of suitable differentiable auxiliary functions throughout the
mentioned papers. However, to the best of our knowledge,
till now, the convergence of the solutions to (1) has not been
discussed in the literature. Thus, it is worthwhile to study the
topic for (1). It should be noted that the result to be established
here is different from that in Afuwape [2], Afuwape and
Omeike [1, 3], Olutimo [4], and the above mentioned papers.
This paper is an extension and generalization of the result of
Afuwape and Omeike [3]. It may be useful for the researchers
working on the qualitative behaviors of solutions (see, also,
Tung and Gozen [20]).

It should be noted that throughout the paper R" will
denote the real Euclidean space of n-vectors and || X| will
denote the norm of the vector X in R".

Definition 1. Any two solutions X (¢), X,(¢) of (1) in R” will
be said to converge to each other if

IX;)-x, 0] —0,  |X®O-X @] —0 o
3

%, @& - X, @] —o

ast — oo.
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2. Main Result
The main result of this paper is the following theorem.

Theorem 2. We assume that there are positive constants J,
8y 0, A gy Ay, A, and Ay such that the following conditions
hold:

(i) the Jacobian matrices ]g(Y) ag,-/ayj, J(X) =
ah,./axj, and ]f(Z) = aﬁ/azj exist and are symmetric
and their eigenvalues satisfy

0<8, < (J,(V) <A,

0<8, <A (J,(X) <Ay, (4)
0<8,<X(Jf (@) <A, ((=12...,n),
forall X, Y, Z in RY;

(i) P(t, X, Y, Z) satisfies

"P (t, X5, Y5, Z,) = P(t, X}, Y, Zl)“

2 2 012 ®)
= A1‘{"X2 X[+, -1+ ]2, - 2 }
forany X;, Y, Z;, (i =1,2), in R".
If
A <e
A, <min {378 (1-B) 8% (6)

6 ' (1-B)8,0,(1+a)} = k8,08,

then any two solutions X, (t), X,(t) of (1) necessarily converge,
where , €, k, 3 are some positive constants with 0 < 3 < 1 and
k(< 1),

k=min{37"B(1-B)8,6756 ' a(1-p)(1+)?}. (7)

Remark 3. The mentioned theorem itself still holds valid with
(5) replaced by the much weaker condition

|P(t. X5 Y2, Z,) = P(t: X, Y1, Z, )|

1/2
<o {lx, - X+ Y, =P + (12, - Zl||2}
(8)
for arbitrary t any X;, Y;, Z;, (i = 1,2), in R", where it is

assumed that L: ¢'(s)ds < Aqtforl <v<2.
The following lemma is needed in our later analysis.

Lemma 4. Let A be a real symmetric n x n-matrix and

azA(A)>a>0, (i=1,2,...,n), 9)

where a and a are constants.
Then

a(X,X) 2 (AX, X) 2a (X, X),
(10)
(X, X) = (AX, AX) > a® (X, X).
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Proof (see Afuwape [5]). Our main tool in the proof of our
result is the continuous function V = V(X,Y, Z) defined for
any triple vectors X, Y, Z in R", by

v = (B(1-P)8X,X) + (B8, Y)
+{ad,V,Y) +(aZ, Z) (11)
+ <Z+Y+(1 -B)8, X, Z+Y +(1 —ﬁ)8gX>.
This function can be rearranged as

2V = B(1-B)SLIXI* + BO, Y + a8, V]
) (12)
+alZIP + [z +Y + (1- )8, X[,

where0 < S <landa >0

The following result is immediate from the estimate (11).
O

Lemma 5. Assume that all the conditions on the vectors
F(2), H(X), and G(Y) in the theorem hold. Then, there exist
positive constants 8, and 8, such that

2V (XY, 2) 2 8, (IXI? + IY1° +121%)
(13)
2V (XY, 2) <8, (IXIP + 1Y 1P +12117)

for arbitrary X, Y, Z in R".

Proof. Let
8, :min{ﬁ(l —ﬁ)82,8g(ﬁ+(x),(x},
8, = max {6, (1-B)(1+5,),8,(B+a)+1  (14)
+08,(1-B),1+a+d,(1-p)}.

Then the proof can be easily completed by using Lemma 4.
Therefore, we omit the details of the proof. O

Proof of the Theorem. Let X in R” be any solution of (1). For
such a solution, let X and X be denoted, respectively, by Y
and Z. Then, we can rewrite (1) in the following equivalent
system form:

X=Y, Y=2
. (15)
Z=-F(Z)-GY)-HX)+P(t,X,Y,Z).

Let X, (¢), X,(t) in R" be any solution of (1), define W =
W(t) by

W(t) =V (Xz (t) - Xl (t) »Yz (t) - Y1 (t) ,Z2 (t) - Z1 (tz) ’)
16

where V is the function defined in (11) with X, Y, Z replaced
by X, - X,, Y, - Y, and Z, — Z,, respectively.
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By Lemma 5, it follows that there exist §; > 0 and §, > 0
such that

d; (”Xz - X1||2 +|Y, -1, “2 +12, - Zl||2)

< W <8, (|5, - X, + ¥ - i + 22 -z ).
17)

When we differentiate the function W(t) with respect to
t along the system (15), it follows, after simplification, that

W () =-W, -W, - W, - W, - W, + W, (18)

1
W, = 555 (1 - ﬁ) <X2 - XI’H(XZ) - H(X1)>
+ %/3853 (Y, -Y,Y,- 1)

N %“(Zz - Z,,F(Z,)-F(Z,)),

W, = 28, (1= B) (X, = Xy H (X,) - H (X))

+(Y,-Y,,H(X,)-H(X,))
+ %ﬁag (Y, -Y.,Y,-Y;)
+(Z,-Z,F(Z,) - F(Z,)),

Wy = éag (1-p)(X,-X,H(X,)-H(X;))
v 10 (F(2,) - F(2)),2,- 7))
+{(1+a)(Z,-2,),H(X,)-H(X,)),

W, = 28, (1= B) (X, = X, H (X,) - H (X))
+(8,(1-P) (X, - X,),G(Y,) -G ()

-8, (Y, -17))
+ % (Y, -Y,,G(Y,) -G (Y,) -8, (Y, - Y,))
+(F(Z,)-F(2))-(Z,-Z,).,Y, - Y;)
+(F(2,)-F(2))-(2,- Z,),

(1-8)3, (X, - X)),
W= a(F(2) - F(2).2,- 2,)

+ <(1 +a)(Zy-21),G(Y,) - G(Y) - 8, (Y, _Y1)>

+ % <Y2 -Y,G(Y,)-G(Y,) _6g (Y, _Yl)> ’

W= (8,(1-B) (X, - X))+ Y, -V, + 1+ &) (Z, - Zy),
P(t,X,,Y,,Z,) - P(t, X, Y}, Z,) )

+{Zy =2, 2y~ Z,).
(19)

Note that the existence of the following estimates is clear
(see Afuwape and Omeike [1]):

HG) - H(6) = [ 1,0 (6 - X)ds,

1
G(15)-G(r) = | @@ -v)dn @0

F(2)-F#) = [ 1 0) (22 20) dus

where & = sX, + (1 -$)X,,0<s < 1,7 =tY, + (1 -t)Y,,
0<t<lin=pZ,+(1-wZzZ,,0<pu<l.

Subject to the assumptions, it can be easily obtained that
W;20, (j=345). (21

In view of the assumptions of the theorem, it is also clear

that

<Y2 - Y1>H(X2) - H(Xl)>
= ks (v, - Y + 27K (H () - H (X))
- <k% (Yz - Y1))Y2 - Y1>
- (477 (H (X,) - H(X,)),H (X,) - H(X,)),

(Z,-21,F(2,) - F(Z,)) >0 (2,-21,2,-Zy).
(22)

Hence,

W, > [k, (¥, - Yy) + 27k (H () - H(X))[
+ <Y2 -Y, (2_1/3511 - k%) (Yz - Y1)>
+(H(X,) - H (X,), (678, (1- p)) (X, - X,)
47K (H(X,) - H (X))

+0;(Zy =21, 2y~ Zy).
(23)

Using the estimate 0 < §;, < A;(J,(X)) < A, it follows that

W, 2 [k (Y, - vy) + 27K (H(X,) - H (X))
+ <Y2 -7 ’(zilﬁég - kf) (Yz - Y1)>
+ <H (Xp) - H(X,) ’(6_1857 (1- .B)) (X, -X,)

_4_1k1_28h (X, - X1)> * 8f (Zy- 21,2, - Zy)



> ke (Y, - v) + 27K (H(X,) - H ()|
(Y, -1,))

B (X, - X,))
4778, (X, - X))

+(Y, -1, (27'Bs, - k
+ <6h (X,

- <Ah (X, - X,),

-X,),678,(1-

+8;(Zy~ 21,2y~ Zy)

=k (v, - v) + 27K (H(X,) - H ()|

1
+ (580, ) I, - vi[f

1

1
+ (gshag (1-B)- ﬁAh6h> 1%, - x|

8,0z, -z,
(24)
Then
W,>0 VX,Y,Z in R" (25)

ifk; < (1/2)Bd, with A, < 37 f82(1 - B).
Further, since

(2 (1-pB)8,(X,-X,),H(X,)-H(X 1))

> = (1-B)3,8,%, - X[, (26)

N | =

(F(2,)-F(2,),2,-2,) > 6f||Z2 - ZIHZ’
then

1 1
Wiz (1-P)8,6,1X, - x|+ Eﬁ%“Yz -y
1
Lo iz, 2 @

> 205 ("Xz - X1||2 +Y, -1, ”2 +]2, - Zl||2)’

where 85 = (1/4) min{(1 - ﬁ)6 Op» ﬁS oc6f
Moreover, it is obvious that

|W6| s {(1 - ﬁ) 69 "XZ - Xl“ + ”Yz - Y1||
+(a+1)]|2, - Z,| el

where 0 = P(t,X,,Y,, Z,) —
Hence,

P(t, X,,Yy, Z)).

|Ws| < 86 {"Xz - Xlllz +|Y, - Ylllz

1/2
12, -z, e
Using the assumption (5), we get

|We| < 86, {"Xz - X ”2 +|Y, -, ||2 +12, - 21"2}’
(30)
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so that
W(t) < - (285 - 84A,)
(31)
{16 = X, + 1% -1+ 2, - 2}
There exists a constant §; > 0 such that
W (t) < -9, {"Xz =X P+ Y -+ 2, - Zl||2}’
(32)

provided that A, < ¢, where ¢ is a sufficiently small positive
constant.
In view of (17), the last estimate implies that

W (t) < —=8W (¢) (33)

for some positive constant .

The conclusion of the theorem is immediate if, provided
that A, < ¢, on integrating W (¢) in (33) between ¢, and t, we
have

W) <W (t))exp [0 (t—1,)], t=ty,  (34)
which implies that
W({t)— 0 ast— oo. (35)

By (17), this shows that

;&) -X, 0 —0  [r0)-v,0]—0

(36)
X, ) - X, (1) — 0, ast— oo.
This completes the proof of the theorem. O
Example 6. Let us consider (1),
X+F(X)+G(X)+HX)=P(t,X,X,X), XeR
(37)

with
_ (%, +arctan X,
T\ %, +arctank, )’

_ (0.001tan""x; + 0.0001x; (%
H= ( 0.0001x, ’ X= x,)°

P(t) = <seir_1t) ’

where e/, sin t are bounded continuous functions on [0, c0).

G- tan™' %, + 0.00004x,
%, ’

(38)
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Then, it can be easily seen that

1+ 1+1"2 0
) 7
Iy (X> = ! 1 >
0 1+ —
1+ x5
A =1 — A, =1 _—
1(5) v e 205) T2
L 000004 0
N = |
0 1 (39)
1
M)=1 0 A(,)= T +0.00004
001
&02 +0.0001 0
Jo(X) =1 1+x7 ,
0 0.0001
001
M () = ffoz +0.0001, A, (J,) = 0.00001.
X

1

Thus, 5f =1, Af =2, 59 =1, Ag = 1.00004, §, = 0.0001,
and A, = 0.0011.
Let us choose

oa=3,

B = %in (Ah < min {3_1[5’(1 -B) 5;;

(40)
6 la(1-PB)8,0(a+ 1)’2}
= k8,0).
Then,
1
k= a <1 (41)

Since 0.0011 < 1/64, then all the conditions of Theorem 2
hold. Therefore, all solutions of the equation considered
converge (see, also, [1]).
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