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Mark,
ICM 2002, the first meeting in a developing country (the noise proposes India for 2010 or 14), was attended by 4,270 mathematicians
from over 100 countries and regions. At the opening ceremony were
the President of China, Jiang Zemin, who presented the Fields medal
to the French mathematician Laurent Lafforgue (Institut des Hautes
Scientifiques in Bures-sur-Yvette) whose work in advancing the Langlands Program has established new connections between analysis and
number theory, and to the Russian-born Vladimir Voevodsky (Institute
for Advanced Study in Princeton, N.J.) for developing new cohomology theories for algebraic varieties that have provided new connections
between algebraic geometry and number theory. The Nevanlinna prize
went to the Indian-born mathematician Madhu Sudan (MIT, Cambridge, Mass.) for his work in error-correcting codes; in the theory of
probabilistically checkable proofs, which requires that proofs be written
(usually mechanically) in a formal axiomatic system such as ZermeloFraenkel set theory, and includes showing that for many NP-hard problems that require finding an optimal solution to a combinatorial problem, e.g., given a finite collection of finite sets, what is the largest size
of a subcollection such that every pair of sets in the subcollection is
disjoint?—that for these problems approximating an optimal solution
is just as hard as finding the optimal solution.
There were 20 plenary lectures (none in logic), and 174 invited lectures, of which five were in the logic section. Three were: “Groups
Interpretable in Theories of Fields,” delivered by E. Bouscaren (Université de Paris 7-CNRS); “Motivic Integration and the Grothendieck
Group of Pseudo-Finite Fields,” delivered by J. Denef (University of
Leuven, Belgium), joint work with F. Loeser (École Normale Supérieure,
France); “The Power Set Function,” delivered by M. Gitik (Tel Aviv
University, Israel). The speaker discussed the history of the topic since
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