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Abstract. We consider the classical diffraction problem for the wave propag-
ation in the case where the propagation speed is piecewise constant, and the
surface separating two media is unbounded. The validity of the limiting
absorption and amplitude principles is proved.

1. Introduction

We deal with the asymptotic behaviour (as ί-> + oo) of the following Cauchy
problem

μ(x)wtt-Δw = e-iωtf(x\ (1.1)

w|f = o = wt|f = o = 0> (1-2)

in the space U" = {x}, x = (x l 5 . . . , xn) (we denote the radius vector of the point x by
the same letter), where n ^ 3, ω = const > 0, / belongs to some L2-weighted space,

a(x) is a wave propagation speed.
We assume that μ(x) has only two values:

= μj iixeΩp 7 = 1,2 (1.3)

where μ7- = const > 0,

Ω1 = {x xeIR", xn > φ(x)},

Ω2 = {x:xeUn, xn<φ(x)},

where x = (x l 5...,xπ_1)6ίR' I~1, φ(x) is some given function, defined on R"" 1 and
satisfying the condition

(1.4)


