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The U(l) Higgs Model
I. The Continuum Limit
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Abstract. By using rigorous renormalization group methods we construct the
continuum limit of the finite-volume lattice U(l) Higgs model in two and three
dimensions. The method relies on a proof of the convergence of the effective
action.
1. Introduction

Recently, renormalization group methods have been used to study lattice
regularizations of Euclidean quantum field theories. In particular, Balaban has
proved ultra-violet stability for the finite volume lattice Higgs model in three
dimensions [Ba 1-4], obtaining bounds independent of the lattice spacing. In this
paper we construct the continuum limit of this model in two and three dimensions.
In a succeeding paper, the infinite volume limit will also be constructed, and some
of the Osterwalder-Schrader axioms verified. This model was constructed
previously in two dimensions by Brydges et al. [BFS 1-3].
The U(l) Higgs model is an interacting theory of a vector field Aμ(x) coupled in
a gauge co variant way to a TV-component scalar field φ(x). The classical
(Euclidean) action of the model in d dimensions is
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(1.1)
The field strength tensor is Fμv(x) = dμAv(x) — dvAμ(x), and the co variant
derivative of the scalar field is
d^(x) - eAμ(x) (qφ)Jx) .

(1.2)

The coupling constants of the theory are e, λ and q is an antisymmetric N x N
matrix. The action (1.1) is invariant under local gauge transformations: define
l = Aμ(x) - Sμι(x) ,

φ*(χ) = exp[ - eqχ(x^φ(x) ,

(1.3)
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