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Even though the concept of a ring was not formulated until the beginning
of this century, rings had already been studied in the nineteenth century in
the special cases of rings of algebraic integers, polynomial rings, power series
rings and finite dimensional algebras over the real and complex numbers.
Modules over rings are generalizations of vector spaces over fields, and were
first studied by Dedekind and Kronecker over rings of algebraic integers and
polynomials rings, in particular, in the special case of ideals.

The theory of rings and modules has in this century developed in various

Y(#2) etc. signifies the position in the present collection of papers.
2We use the abbreviations K.V.S.S. for Kra. Vidensk, Selsk. Skrifter. I. Mat. Nat. K1.



