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Let ƒ(z) be a meromorphic function; it is assumed that the reader 
is familiar with the following symbols of frequent use in Nevanlinna's 
theory 

n(r,f), N(r,f), T(r,f), ô(r,f). 

The lower order /* and the order X of ƒ(z) are defined by the familiar 
relations 

. log T(r,f) log T(r, f) 
lim ml = /x, hm sup = A. 

r->eo l o g T r-+«> l o g T 

In addition to these classical concepts, we consider the total defi
ciency A(jf) of the function ƒ 

A(/)-S«(r,/) 
r 

where the summation is to be extended to all the values r, finite or oo, 
such that 

(1) 5(r, f) > 0. 

The number of deficient values of/, that is the number of distinct 
values of r for which (1) holds, will be denoted by *>(ƒ) ( ^ + <*>). 

The investigation presented here leads to the proof of 

THEOREM A. Let f(z) be a meromorphic function of lower order /x: 

(2) h < M < 1, 

and let the poles of f(z) have maximum deficiency (S(oo, ƒ) = 1). 
Then 

(3) A(/) g 2 - sin TTM-

Moreovert if equality holds in (3), then 

(4) v(f) - 2. 
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