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to admit that, though in one sense a genus and a species are both sets
of organisms, there is another sense in which a genus is a set of species.
Personally, I think the difficulty is even better resolved by reference
to intentional and extensional definition.

I have said that the results are meager. Indeed (5.6) and its ex-
ploration seem to be the high point of the book.

There are few errors, of which the most interesting is this. To il-
lustrate the concept of incompatible relations, it is asserted that “if
x is father of y then x is not cousin [of any order] of y, and vice
versa.” Actually, it is incestuous (nephew-aunt mating) for a man to
beget a first cousin, but not impossible; moreover, I conjecture that
most fathers and their sons are distant cousins.

To sum up, the book attacks a problem of minor interest with some
success, success that would have been greater had the author been
able to interest mathematicians in his project while it was under way.

LEONARD J. SAVAGE

Approximations for digital computers. By C. Hastings, Jr., assisted by
J. T. Hayward and J. P. Wong, Jr. Princeton University Press,
1955. 84201 pp. $4.00.

The theory of “best approximation,” i.e. of minimizing the maxi-
mum of the absolute difference between a given function and its
approximating function, has been studied extensively ever since it
was initiated by Chebyshev, but practical approximations have in
the past usually been based on other, analytically more manageable,
methods. It appears from this book (implicitly, since no motivation
is given explicitly) that Chebyshev approximation is just what is re-
quired in work with digital computing machines. Apparently one
gives the machine a simple polynomial or rational approximation,
which it can easily evaluate, in preference to an exact transcendental
function. It also appears that almost none of the elaborate theory of
Chebyshev approximation is of any practical use, and that the con-
struction of useful approximations is still much more of an art than
a science. Indeed, it is only rarely that the “best” approximation can
be found explicitly, and the computer must usually be satisfied with
some other approximation which is still uniformly close enough for
his needs. The first part of the book consists of the reproduction of a
strip film, with running commentary, describing the art of concocting
approximations as practiced by an acknowledged expert. The second
part presents 76 numerical approximations to 23 varied functions,
each with a carefully drawn graph of the error. The book is evidently
addressed to computer technicians rather than to mathematicians.



