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of its words; it should be both readable and speakable as well as
printable. Thus symbols such as ‘..,” ‘", or end-tags like ‘q.e.d.,’
‘q.e.f.” are best left behind in the schoolroom. What they say can be
as well said in plain English. When ‘with respect to’ grows tedious
by repetition, it need not be cut to ‘w.r.t.,’ which is not current
English. The preposition ‘in’ will generally serve.”

I recommend this part of the Oxford book especially to all of us
who feel that doing research is so much more fun (and claim that it is
so much more important) than writing it down carefully for others to
comprehend.

Both books contain long lists of available characters; there is a
wealth of choice available for anyone who is imaginative enough to do
something besides varying a few letters by covering them with hats
of various shapes. The Oxford University Press is, however, not an
entirely safe guide for authors, since, for example, it is willing to
allow, and indeed has allowed, a Chinese character as a mathematical
symbol. Other, less well-equipped, presses would disagree; and in gen-
eral it seems that notations should, if possible, be chosen so that they
can be reproduced by all reasonable printers.

R. P. Boas, Jr.
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