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ticians in projective differential line geometry. With this end in view the author makes 
no at tempt to give a complete presentation of any part of the subject, choosing rather 
to introduce the.reader to several of the important phases of line geometry. These 
phases have been selected on the basis of their simplicity and their geometric content. 
The treatment is necessarily analytical, but the geometric significance of various 
theorems is illustrated by interpreting them in terms of the properties of certain dis
crete systems of lines. However, no mention is made of the representation of lines by 
the points of a quadric hypersurface in projective 5-space; the reviewer believes that 
the use of this representation would have added interesting geometric content to 
many of the theorems, especially in the earlier chapters. 

In the first chapter the author presents the fundamental notions of projective line 
geometry. Two types of line coordinates are used, projective (PIticker) coordinates 
and vector coordinates for treating problems in euclidean space. The effect of a point 
transformation on the line coordinates is studied and applied to the classification of 
linear complexes and related topics. Chapter 2 is concerned with one parameter sys
tems of lines, or ruled surfaces. The treatment is purely projective and parallels that 
usually given for space curves. Invariants are found and are shown to determine the 
surface to within a projective transformation. There is also a discussion of ruled sur
faces invariant under a group of transformations. Chapters 3 and 6 discuss two and 
three-parameter systems in a similar manner. Tensors are used to determine the in
variants of the systems. Chapter 4 considers some special two-parameter systems, 
including those invariant under a group of transformations. In Chapter 5, vector line 
coordinates and the theory of two-parameter systems are applied to the theory of 
infinitesimal deformations of surfaces. 

R. J. WALKER 

Principles of Mathematics. By Bertrand Russell. 2d edition. New York, Norton, 
1938. 39+534 pp. 

The first edition of this book is so well known, being the author's first important 
publication on mathematical logic, tha t any description here would be superfluous. 
The text is a reprint of the 1903 edition with, however, an interesting new introduc
tion by the author discussing the developments in mathematical logic since it was 
first published. As he says "such interest as the book now possesses is historical" 
since the same ground was subsequently traversed with far more rigor in the Principia 
Mathematica. 

In dealing with later developments the author discusses the three current views 
of the nature of logic and mathematics, the logistic (his own view), the formalist, 
and the so-called intuitionist. He sums up the discussion by saying that modern 
developments have resulted in an outlook "less Platonic, or less realistic in the medie
val sense of the word"; tha t is, the view tha t the principles of logic, which we seem to 
find at different stages, are real and absolute, has receded. Put otherwise, Wittgen
stein's view tha t what logic is "in itself" (whatever this means) "cannot be said but 
can only be shown" has been confirmed. Any at tempt to "say" it can only be one 
exemplification out of many possible, not a uniquely true statement. The three cur
rent views differ, it is true, as to whether certain specific propositions are true or false, 
but, if Wittgenstein is correct, the removal of these differences would not result in 
showing tha t one of these views was true and the other two false, but would leave all 
three as alternative ideologies by which logic could be symbolized. The choice be
tween them would be aesthetic, or based on convenience, depending on which brings 
into clear-cut relief some aspect of the matter in which we are interested. 


