1902.] SOME RECENT BOOKS ON MECHANICS. 341

although this property of the surface curve is very often
referred to and used by modern writers upon these subjects.

This last section of the book is very much compressed ;
but the reader will find there at least the fundamental
theorems necessary for a more extensive study of surface
curves.

Very few misprints which could mislead the reader have
been observed in the volume. One which is, perhaps,
worth mentioning is the use of the word ‘¢ Flichen’’ for
the word ‘¢ Ebenen’’ in theorem 7, page 26.

The figures are drawn with care, and are numerous,
which is a very helpful feature of the work for a beginner.
The references, in footnotes, to other treatises and to
original sources, are full and instructive. Tables contain-
ing the principal formulas established are appended at the
end, as is also an excellent index.

J. M. PaGE.
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINTA,
April, 1902,
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Durine the past decade many works which treat me-
chanics from one standpoint or another have been published.
The list of authors includes Appell, Boltzmann, Foppl, Gray,
Hertz, Routh, Volkmann, and others perhaps less well
known. The different authors differ greatly both in their
aims and in their methods of presenting the subject ; but
on the whole they show a tendency toward something which
is to a considerable extent a recent development—to the
careful consideration of the underlying principles of me-
chanics. The amount of attention given to this phase of



