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as a discussion of the special case of log convex kernels. 
The book does what it says it will do. It provides a coherent 

presentation. It is a demanding but rewarding book on a subject 
which has been extensively explored over the past thirty years. The 
patient reader will come away with a real sense of the accomplish
ments of these explorations. 
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Fractals everywhere, by Michael F. Barnsley. Academic Press, New 
York, 1988, 394 pp., $39.95. ISBN 0-12-079062-9 

Fractal books have always been blockbusters, at least in terms of 
sales, and the book under review (aimed at undergraduates) seems 
to be no exception. Filled with color illustrations, lots of figures, 
examples, exercises, and, above all, a style of writing more closely 
associated with the advertising industry than with mathematical 
work, this book is superficially a very attractive buy for a student 
wanting to know about fractal geometry. In fact the book covers 
only one branch of fractal geometry known as 'iterated function 
systems,' but does cover this thoroughly, and in a highly unusual 
way. 

I will try to judge what this book achieves for the student reader 
and for the professional mathematician, as well as the impression 
it makes for fractal geometry within mathematics. 


