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a C*-algebra—are added only as needed. Usually the reader is provided 
with counterexamples to demonstrate why these hypotheses are required. 
To offset the burden of maintaining complete generality the authors have 
been very careful to keep the group case highlighted throughout. Major 
results are often restated in the group case. There is even an entire chap­
ter devoted to the theory of representations of compact group. Because of 
this blend of styles between that of a research encyclopedia and that of a 
textbook, these volumes will make an excellent reference for the student 
wishing to begin studying representation theory of Banach algebras, as well 
as for the expert who wishes to check the details of the Mackey normal 
subgroup analysis in the nonseparable case. 
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Combinatorial search, by Martin Aigner. Wiley-Teubner Series in Com­
puter Science, 1988, 368 pp., $44.95. ISBN-0-471-92142-4 (Wiley) 
ISBN-3-519-02109-9 (Teubner) 

Popular combinatorial search problems involve such matters as "twenty 
questions," weighing to find a counterfeit coin, or locating a word in a 
dictionary. All these problems can be described using a simple model. 
Given a search domain consisting of a finite number of points with one 


