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484 pp., $27.95. 

The usual basic concepts and methods for ordinary differential equations 
in the complex domain are explained without going into tedious details. The 
reviewer believes that the readers will be able to familiarize themselves with 
those basics and that this book will be appreciated very much. It is fair to say 
that the interest of the author is more focussed on "Method" than "Intrinsic 
Meaning". 

Through reading, the impression was that of listening to "Grandfather" 
while strolling with him in a quiet cemetary. He talks about good old days 
and beautiful people. In this book Lappo-Danilevskij is still alive, but 
Grothendieck does not exist. The introduction has two parts: Part I is 
"Algebraic and Geometric Structures" and Part II is "Analytical Structures". 
The contents of Part I actually belong to "Functional Analysis". They are not 
algebro-geometric in the sense of Grothendieck-Deligne-Katz (P. Deligne [3]). 
"Analytical Structures" means a collection of traditional basics for functions 
of one complex variable. The concept of analytic continuation is explained, 
but Riemann surfaces are not clearly defined. The resources look very 
meager. What can be accomplished? Indeed, not very much more than 


