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The Nobel Prize in Economics for 1975 was awarded to Leonid V.
Kantorovich and Tjalling C. Koopmans for their contributions to the theory
of optimum allocations of resources. This event emphasized the fact that the
mathematics of operations research has been developed in parallel with
economic theory. Books on operations research, such as the one under review,
emphasize optimization problems, especially linear programming, game theory
and control theory. These topics have been developed in the past thirty years
and a sketch of this development may help to put in perspective the
mathematics, presented in this book in a rather terse style.

In 1928 John von Neumann [16] gave a mathematical formulation of games
of strategy and proved the celebrated minimax theorem justifying his defini-
tion of the value of a noncooperative game. This work was not pursued further
until the economist Oskar Morgenstern, having been forced to leave Vienna,
came to Princeton University and, during the classical tea in Fine Hall, talked
with von Neumann about games and economics. This conversation led to the
collaboration between Morgenstern and von Neumann which resulted in the
publication in 1944 [17] of their famous book The theory of games and economic
behavior. A fascinating account of this collaboration may be found in [11].

In 1939 the Russian mathematician Leonid Kantorovich published a paper



