HANS FREDERIK BLICHFELDT
1873-1945

Beginning with his doctor’s thesis in 1898 under Sophus Lie at
Leipzig, On a certain class of groups of transformation in space of three
dimensions (Amer. J. Math. vol. 22 (1900) pp. 113-120), Blichfeldt
was for forty years one of America’s leading research men in groups
and theory of numbers.

Born in the village Illar, Denmark, January 9, 1873, he was a tall
strong youth at 15 when he came to America. For six years he did
manual labor, once as a section hand on a railroad, “I worked with
my hands doing everything, East and West the country across.” But
he saved enough money to carry him through two years at Stanford
University, where he received his B.A. in 1896. He was appointed as
instructor in the department of mathematics at that university in
1897 and subsequently he was Assistant Professor from 1901 to 1906,
Associate Professor from 1906 to 1913, Professor from 1913 to 1938,
and Professor Emeritus from 1938 to 1945.

He lectured as visiting professor at the University of Chicago,
summer of 1911, and at Columbia University, summers of 1924, 1925.
He received numerous calls to high permanent positions in leading
universities, but remained at Stanford where he was head of his de-
partment from 1927 until his retirement at 65 in 1938. He was elected
to membership in the National Academy of Sciences in 1920.

He made several trips to Europe in order to maintain close scientific
relations with the mathematical life of that continent. He was a
faithful friend to a number of outstanding mathematicians, to men-
tion here only such names as Frobenius, Landau, Schur, and Harald
Bohr. He represented the National Academy of Sciences at the Inter-
national Mathematical Congress at Zurich in 1932 and the United
States Government and the American Mathematical Society at the
International Mathematical Congress at Oslo in 1936. All his life he
kept a very intensive interest in his native land, visited that country
several times, and in 1938 the King of Denmark made him a Knight
of the Order of Dannebrog. He played a leading role in Danish affairs
in United States. He died on November 16, 1945, at the age of 72
from a heart attack following an operation.

Professor Harold M. Bacon rendered me effective help in compil-
ing the following list of publications and also in obtaining some of
the biographical data.
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