HENRY SEELY WHITE—IN MEMORIAM
Henry Seely White, emeritus professor of mathematics atVassar
College, died in Poughkeepsie, New York, on May 20, 1943, his
eighty-second birthday. In his death mathematics has lost a distinguished geometer, the college a wise and helpful guide, and his colleagues and the community a much loved friend.
Professor White was born in Cazenovia, New York, on May 20,
1861, the son of Aaron White, principal and teacher of mathematics
in Cazenovia Seminary. Of English stock, his first American ancestor
was John White who came to the United States in 1632, one of the
original settlers of Hartford. The schools and seminary of Cazenovia
gave Mr. White his early training and preparation for college. He entered Wesleyan University and graduated with honors in 1882 at the
age of twenty-one. During the following year he assisted in astronomy
and physics at Wesleyan and returned there again in 1884 after a
year at Centenary College where he taught mathematics and chemistry. On completion of three years as registrar and tutor in mathematics in Wesleyan he went to Göttingen to work with the unusual
group of mathematicians in the university at that time, and completed his doctorate there in 1891.
I t was during this period t h a t he received stimulus and training
which gave shape and scope for his mathematical development,
strengthening of his independence in research, and a beginning in
reading in a variety of fields which is no longer such a common attribute of our great specialists. While his publications were in the
field of his specialized geometry, his studies ranged over the entire
field. It was this wide scope that made him such a valued adviser
and guide both to his own generation and to younger mathematicians.
On his return to the United States, Professor White spent two years
in the department of mathematics at Clark University and then was
called to Northwestern, one of a large group of unusually able young
men. It was from Northwestern that he came to Vassar, in 1905, to
be head and guide of the department of mathematics until the age of
75, and close friend and frequent lecturer for the remaining years of
his life. Students as well as faculty members prized each opportunity
to enjoy his mind. In the week of his death he was scheduled to lecture
to a class in the geometry of space curves.
In the mathematics organizations Professor White took an active
part as organizer, editor and officer. He was on the editorial staff of
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