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E L I A K I M H A S T I N G S MOORE*
T h e great development which has taken place in our American mathematical school during and since the last decade of the last century has been in
large part due to the activities of a relatively small group of men whose names
and devoted interest are well known to all of us. In our memories and our
histories their achievements will be indelibly recorded with grateful appreciation and esteem. One of the leaders among these men, in enthusiasm and
scholarship and clearness of vision for the future, was Eliakim Hastings Moore.
He was born in Marietta, Ohio, on January 26, 1862, and died on December
30, 1932, in Chicago, where he was professor and head of the department of
mathematics at the University of Chicago. I t is interesting to note that the
environment in which Moore grew to manhood was a most suitable nursery
for the distinction which he afterward attained in so great a measure. His
grandfather was an earlier Eliakim Hastings Moore, a banker and treasurer of
Ohio University at Athens, Ohio, a county officer and collector of internal
revenue, and a congressman. Eliakim Hastings the younger served as messenger in Congress during one summer vacation while his grandfather was there.
His father was a Methodist minister, David Hastings Moore, and his mother
was Julia Carpenter Moore of Athens. The family moved from place to place
while E. H. Moore was young, as necessitated by the profession of his father,
but a considerable part of his childhood was spent in Athens, where one of his
playmates was Martha Morris Young, who was afterward to become his wife.
His father, D. H . Moore, besides being a preacher, was successively a captain,
major, and lieutenant colonel in the civil war; president of Cincinnati Wesleyan College; an organizer and first chancellor of the University of Denver;
editor of the Western Christian Advocate; and Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal
Church in Shanghai with jurisdiction in China, Japan, and Korea. His was the
distinguished career of a man much beloved. Our E . H . Moore, the son of D. H .
Moore, was married in Columbus, Ohio, on June 21, 1892, to M a r t h a Morris
Young, who survives him. She is a sister of John Wesley Young, late professor
of mathematics at Dartmouth College, the memories of whose friendship and
achievements are cherished possessions of mathematicians in this country.
Her father, William Henry Young of Athens, was a professor at Ohio University, a colonel in the Civil War, and the son of a congressman. Mrs. Moore
herself was before her marriage an instructor of Romance languages at the
University of Ohio, and also at the University of Denver during the chancellorship of D. H . Moore. Shortly after their marriage the young couple went to
live in Chicago where Mr. Moore had just been appointed professor and acting
head of the department of mathematics in the new University of Chicago which
opened its doors in the autumn of 1892. Professor and Mrs. Moore have one
son, also named Eliakim Hastings Moore, who was graduated from the University of Chicago and who now lives in Texas.
* This note is biographical in character. A bibliography and analysis of
Moore's scientific work will appear in a later number of the BULLETIN,

