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A summary of the contents of the book would show that
the author has selected his material from many distinct
engineering fields and that every application of the principles
of the calculus included would be considered fundamental and
discussed thoroughly in some particular engineering course in
any technical school of merit.

Since the flavor of actual engineering practice pervades
every one of the 172 pages we naturally expect to find, as we
do, much use made of figures and diagrams to illustrate the
text, and great emphasis placed on the merit of the geometric
intuition in developing the theory. The differential is used
frequently and approximations are numerous, but the reader
is nowhere worried by the presence of involved demonstra-
tions employing epsilons and limits.

Instructors in the calculus, if interested, will find in the
pamphlet under review some new material, several new view-
points, and many applications of principles—all of which
might aid them to add new life and vigor to their courses.

Ernest W. PoNzER.

The Dynamics of Particles and of Rigid, Elastic, and Fluid
Bodies. By A. G. WEBSTER. Second edition. Leipzig,
B. G. Teubner, 1912. xii + 588 pp.

THaE second edition of Professor Webster’s Dynamics has
appeared in less than ten years after the first, and the fact
that it is substantially identical with the first is evidence of
the value of the work. The book grew out of the lectures
delivered by the author to students of physies, and presentsin
compact form a treatment of so much of the science of dynam-
ics as is considered an essential part of the equipment of an
investigator in physics. The classical treatises in English as
well as other languages are too bulky for a student to read
completely, and they presuppose frequently a knowledge of
mathematics which the student does not possess. “The
attempt has been made to treat what is essential to the under-
standing of physical phenomena, leaving out what is chiefly
of mathematical interest.” The wisdom of the selection of
material is attested by the success of the first edition. It is
assumed that the student has a good knowledge of the cal-
culus, but not of differential equations or higher analysis.
This does not mean that subjects involving advanced mathe-



