THE BULLETIN OF SYMBOLIC LoGIC
Volume 9, Number 4, Dec. 2003

ON THE PHILOSOPHICAL DEVELOPMENT OF KURT GODEL

MARK VAN ATTEN® AND JULIETTE KENNEDY

Dedicated to the memory of Karl Schuhmann (1941-2003)

CONTENTS

1. Introduction

2. Godel’s position in the 1950’s—a stalemate

2.1. Inconclusive arguments

2.2. Realism and rationalism

2.3. Epistemological parity

2.4. A way out?

3. Godel’s turn to Husserl’s transcendental idealism
3.1. Varieties of idealism

3.2. Godel and German Idealism

3.3.  The turn to Husserl’s transcendental idealism
3.4. Godel’s criticisms of Husserl’s idealism

4. How is the turn related to Leibniz?

4.1. Phenomenology as a methodical monadology
4.2. Searching for the primitive terms

5. Comparison with earlier interpretations

6. Influence from Husserl on Godel’s writings

6.1. On the schools in the foundations of mathematics
6.2. The given

6.3. Revisions in the main text of the Cantor paper
7. Godel’s assessment of his philosophical project
Acknowledgements

Received June 22, 2003; revised June 25, 2003.

426
428
428
430
434
437
439
439
440
443
453
455
455
458
460
464
464
465
467
470
471

#During the preparation of this paper, Mark van Atten was supported by a postdoctoral

grant from the Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (Belgium).

© 2003, Association for Symbolic Logic
1079-8986,/03/0904-0001/$6.20

425



