
511

Notre Dame Journal of Formal Logic
Volume XIII, Number 4, October 1972
NDJFAM

THE ENTAILMENT-PRESUPPOSΓΠON RELATIONSHIP

MITCHELL GINSBERG

Interest in entailment and presupposition and in their relationship has
recently been shown not only in philosophical writings,1 but also in much
recent work in theoretical linguistics.2

The notion of entailment has been introduced in the literature (in the
literatures) both by example and by the presentation of an analysis which
putatively captures the notion expressed in the examples given. Many
recent attempts to determine the relationship between entailment and
presupposition have relied on this analysis of entailment, and what I will
propose is that we are in need of a new analysis of this notion.

Before weighing the case too heavily in any direction, let me at this
point, pre-theoretically, introduce what I take to be rather clear and
noncontroversial examples of entailment. We will then try to fit the
analysis to this body rather than attempt to girdle this body into some
preselected analysis (as I believe is necessary with the old treatment of

1. E.g., J. L. Austin, "Performative-Constative," originally in French as " P e r -
formatif-Constatif," in La Philosophie Analytique, pp. 271-304, reprinted in
C. Caton, ed., Philosophy and Ordinary Language, pp. 22-54; P. F. Strawson, "On
Referring," Mind, vol. 59 (1950), pp. 320-344, also reprinted in Caton, ed., op.
cit., pp. 162-193; P. T. Geach, "Russell's Theory of Descriptions," Analysis,
vol. 10 (1950), pp. 84-88; G. C. Nerlich, "Presupposition and Entailment,"
American Philosophical Quarterly, vol. 2 (January 1965), pp. 32-42; Roger
Montague, "Presupposing," The Philosophical Quarterly, vol. 19 (April 1969),
pp. 97-110; and many more.

2. E.g., A. Kraak, "Presupposition and the analysis of adverbs," mimeographed,
M.I.T. (1964); Noam Chomsky, "Deep Structure, Surface Structure, and Semantic
Interpretation," Reprint by the Indiana University Linguistics Club (January
1969); Laurence Horn, "A Presuppositional Analysis of only and even," Papers
from the Fifth Regional Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society, April 18-19,
1969 (PFRMCLS), pp. 98-107; Jerry Morgan, "On the Treatment of Presupposi-
tion in Transformational Grammar," also in PFRMCLS, pp. 167-177; Robin
Lakoff, "Some reasons why there can't be any some-any rule," Language, vol.
45 (September 1969), pp. 608-615; and many more.
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