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1. Introduction. The difficulties of actually constructing the prime ideal
factors of a rational prime p in an algebraic field have had a considerable influ-
ence upon the development of ideal theory. One of the most practical of the
methods for this construction consists of three successive ““approximations” to
the prime factors of p in terms of certain Newton Polygons, similar to the
polygons used in the expansion of algebraic functions. This method, due to
Ore,! is directly applicable in all but certain exceptional cases. The present
paper extends the method to all cases by making not three but any number
of successive approximations. To formulate this extension simply, it is neces-
sary to replace the prime ideals by certain corresponding ‘‘absolute values”,
which succinctly express the essential properties of the Newton polygons. In
terms of these values, the successive approximations are a natural application
of a method of finding possible “absolute values’ for polynomials.

To introduce these absolute values, consider the ring o of all algebraic inte-
gers of an algebraic number field, and let p be a prime ideal in 0. Since every
integer a of the field can be written in the form () = p~=.b, where b is an
ideal prime to p, we can write the exact exponent m to which p divides « as a
function Wa = m. Because of the unique decomposition theorem,

€)) W(a-8) = Wa + WB, W(a + 8) 2 min (We, W8).

Any function Va which has these two properties is called a non-archimedean
value or a “Bewertung’’? of the ring o, while the particular function W obtained
from p may be called a p-adic value. Every value V of o is a constant multiple?
of some p-adic value W. Hence absolute values can replace prime ideals.
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